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ADVERTISEMENT. 


tnp  H  E  Publiflicr  delivcJ^,  with  pleafui^e> 
•*"   the  tenth  and  laft  number  of  his  Abridg- 
ment ;  and  a§  dvery  link  of  the  chain  itla- 

» 

tive  to  this  EmbaiTy  has  been  preferred  in 
its  progrefs^  he  leaves  the  Public  to  form 
their  opinion  as  to  the  probability  of  ade- 
quate iuccefs.  With  regard  t6  himfelf^  in 
few  inftances  has  he  ever  met  with  greater 
encouragement ;— J-in  none — with  more  ge- 
neral approbation-.  In  his  propofab  he  en- 
gaged to  deliver  only  twenty  plates ;  but  the 
extraordinary  encomiums  pafled  on  the  work 
by  the  difccrning  Public^  iliipulat&d  his  ex- 
ertions^  and  demanded  that  his  liberality 
fljould  keep  pace  with  their  generofity ;  he 

a  %  has 
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IV  ADVERTISEMENT, 

has  therefore  increafed  their  number  to 
twenty  Jhe:  And  notwithftanding  Mr. 
Nicol  has  prelumed  to'  beftow  the  epithet 
of  miferahJe  on  the  Prints  of  this  abftraA, 

the  Public  will  fee,    by  comparifon,  that 

« 

NONE  are  inferior, — many  are  fuperior  to 
his  own  Engravings. 

Far  was  it  from  the  PubUfher's  intention 
tp  depreciate  the  original  work,  from  which, 
by  the  plan  he  had  adopted,  he  was  likely 
to  derive  benefit.  But  as  he  has  unproved:- 
ingly  been  dared  to  combat, — ^like  a  pradent 
General  he  has  refervcd  the  fire  of  his  artil- 
lery till  the  day  of  battle,  in  Weftminfter 
Hall ;  When  he  will  be  able  to  ftiowa-  upon 
his  antagonifts  iuch  volleys  of  fecret  informa- 
tion, and  irrefiftiblc  arguments,  relative  to 
the  folio  volume  of  plates,  as  well  as  thq 
quarto  volumes,  &c.  as  may  bring  fufiu'- 

fion 
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m 

iion  on  the  cheeks  of  foroc,  and  make 
them  lament  they  had  ever  excited  fuch 
difclofure. 

The  Public  arc  the  beft  judges  of  the 
Tiandfome  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
treated  in  regard  to  this  Embafly,  which 
has  coA  the  nation  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  It  is  ftiU  freih  in  their  memory, 
that  an  account  of  it  was  advertifed  to  be 
Ibid  for  thr€€  guineas.  Nor  is  it  yet  known 
on  what  pretence  it  is  now  publiflied  ztfour 
guineas ;  unlefs  it  be^  that  the  high  expecfia- 
tions  which  the  £ail  Imiia  Company  had 

« 

formed  of  it,  induced  them  to  make  a  pre- 

fcnt   of  THREE    THOUSAND    GUINEAS    /(?- 

wards  defraying  the  expence  of  engrav- 
ing the  volume  of  untnterefting  plates  j 
many  of  which,  fuppofing  half  the  fum  to 
have  been  applied  to  that  purpofe,  refled  as 
little  honour  on  the  artifts  as  the  additional 

a  3  price 
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price  to  the  firft  propofal  docs  on  the  pub- 
lifher.  Some  of  thcfc  plates  arc  well  exe- 
cuted ;  others  fpeak  for  thcmfelves :  but 
the  maps  fo  highly  extolled  are,  to  retort  oa 
Mr,  Nicol,  forry  copies  of  the  Jefuit's  map:^ 
of  China. 


But  the  rage  fbr  obtruding  Prints  on  the 
Public  does  not  ftop  here  ;  for  the  truly  in- 
genious, and,  we  may  add,  modeji  Mr.  Alex- 
ander^ has  iffued  propofals  for  publilhing  a 
ieries  of  Prints  relating  to  China,  to  be 
comprized  in  twelve  numbers,  at  the  mode- 
rate price  of,  with  letter-prefs,  feven  Ihil- 
lings  and  fixpence  each  (we  hope  no  fatal 
accident  hfts  befallen  the  fecond  number^ 
which  was  to  have  appeared  laft  Auguft)  ; 
fo  that,  including  four  guineas  to  be'  paid  to 
Mr.  Nicol  for  printing  his  part  of  the  Eiiri- 
bafly,  in  a  type  large  enough  to  be  read  by 
telegraphs  inftead  of  fpeftacles,  the  Publie 

*  wouldi 
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would  be  obliged  to  pay  eight  pounds  and 
fourteen  ihillings,  ere  they  could  obtain  that 
information  towards  which  every  individual 
has  contributed,  were  it  not  for  the  corred, 
conciie,  and  elegant  abridgment  of  the  Pub* 
liiher's,  at  the  moderate  ezpcnce  of  Half  a 
Guiqea  in  boards. 


Though  Mr.  Stockdale  deems  it  indif^ 
penfibly  neceilary  to  be  on  his  guard  to 
repel  attacks,  as  he  has  already  done ;  he  de- 
clares, that  he  cheriihes  no  reientment 
againft  any  of  diQ&  Gentleman,  much  lefs 
againft  the  learned  Secretary,  ^  aod  cpmpiler 
of  the  original  work,  for  whofe  abilities^  and 
elegance  of  manners,  he  entertains  the  highefl 
/efteem. 

JPiccadiUy,  27thOaober,  1797. 
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The  Frontifpiece  rcprefents  the  Earl  of  Macartney's 
Entrance  into  China,  introduced  by  a  Madarine. 
In  the  back  ground  are  Cides^  Canals,  &c.  The 
three  Figures,  between  the  Mandarine  and  the  Fe- 
male rcprefentiag  ComiSMrcQ^  are  Sotdiett  of  Ibe 
Emperor. 

The  YignettKr  reprefente  aa  EngUfh  Metdiant  fbewyip 
fomf  fine  broad  Cloth  te  a  Chiiefe :  op  the  fide  of 
each,  are  Emblems  of  the  Commerce  of  tlie  m- 
fpe£Kve  Countries.  Id.  the  fore  grotm  J  are  the  Iik 
iedls  and  Plant  ^fTuron  Bay;  witkthe  Leaf  of  the 
Prickly  Pe$r  and  Cochineal  Infeft*. 
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EMBASSY 

TO   THB 

EMPEROR  OF  CHINA, 


.    CHAPTER  L 

OCCASION  OF  TH£  EMBASSY. 

HRapHE  ktc  Embaffy  to  China,  of  which 
JL  the  following  is  a  fummary  account, 
was  undertaken  by  Government,  as  might 
naturally  be  imagined,  on  purpofe  to  facili* 
tate  and  extend  our  commercial  intercourfc 
with  that  empire*  The  Portugueze  wxre 
the  firft  l^uropeans^who,  in  this  point  of 
view,  explored  the  coaiL  of  China.  This 
event  took  place  in  the  fifteenth .  century, 
and  from  their  earlieft  communication,  they 
had  rendered  the  Chinefe  fuch  emixient  fer- 
vices,  as  induced  the  Emperor  to  grant  them 
certain  privileges  and  immunities ;  the  Chi* 

B  neie 
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hcfc  theirfelves  repofed  in  them  the  greatefi 
confidence,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  have 
granted  them  a  decided  preference  over 
every  other  nation. 

The  Dutch,  fome  time  after,  followed 
the  track  of  the  Portugueze ;  and  they,  too, 
having  helped  to  fubdue  a  powerful  rebel 
who,  with  his  fleets,  was  committing  great 
depredations  on  the  eaftem  coaft  of  China, 
received  great  attentions  from  the  govern- 
ment ;  the  Emperor  invited  them  to  Pekin, 
tod  loaded  them  with  tokens  of  efteeMi 
His  fuceelfori  Cam-hi  the  Great,  who  reign- 
ed long  and  proiperouilyi  admitted  into  his 
familiarity,  all  foreigners  who  were  adepts 
in  iuch  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  as  were  bet- 
ter known  and  cultivated  in  Europe  than 
in  the  eaftern  clime.  Many  of  thefe  were 
religious  Miflionaries,  from  Spain  as  well  as 
Portugal,  all  of  th^  Roman  Catholic  perliia- 
fioh,  fcnt  thither  to  propagate  their  modes 
of  faith;  men  who,  from  their  depth  of 
learning,  ftridlnefs  of  morality,  and  fimpli-^ 
city  of  manners,  conciliated  general  cfteem^ 

made 
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ttiade  many  proielytes,  and  by  thefe  means 
fiirthered  the  objcds  of  luch  of  their  coun- 
tiymen  has  had  embarked  only  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century,  John 
Mildenhidl  was  fent  out  by  order  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  to  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul, 
tx>  obtain  certain  commercial  advantages  for 
the  Englilh.    He  was  there  ibrongly  oppofed 
by  the  Spanifh  and  Portugueze  Jefuits,  who, 
from  craft  and  prefents,  contrived  to  fruftratc 
its  completion  for  fome  years.     It  appears 
that   the   exclulive   privilege    of   relbrting 
thither  was  claimed,  and  enjoyed,  by  the 
Portugueze  till  the  year  1 634,  when  a  free 
trade  to  China,  as  well  as  to  other  parts  of 
the  Eaft  Indies,  was  agreed  to  between  the 
Viceroy  of  Goa  and  a  Company  of  Engliih 
Merchants,  puriuant  to  a  licence  granted 
for  that  purpofe  by  King  Charles  the  Firft, 
though  in  oppoiition  to  an  exifting  charter 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  delegated  that 
immunity  to  others*      This  Company   of 
Merchants,  by  virtue  of  the  premifcs,  fitted 

B2  out 
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out  a  fleet  of  fhips,  and  gave  the  command 
to  Captain  Wcddell,  who  being  fumifhed 
with.dorrelpondcnt  letters  to  the  Governor 
of  Macao,  could  forefee  no-  obftacle  to  pre- 
vent the  meditated  intercourfe  with  the 
Chinefe  at  Canton.  It  feems,  however,  that 
the  Procurator  of  Maccow,  or,  as  it  would 
appear,  the  Portugueze  Confvd,  on  the  fleeted 
Clival  off  that  place,  went  on  board  the 
Commodore^s  fhip,  and  faid,  that  as  to  mat-* 
»ers  of  refrelhment,  he  wot^  provide  them; 
but  that  there  was  an  obftacle  to  their  trad^ 
ing,  .which  was,  the  noiHconfent  of  thc^ 
Ghineie,  who,  he  pretended,  held  his  (the- 
Portugueze)  people  in  miferable  iubje^on. 

In  the  Htijftory  of  Commerce,  whence  thi» 
article  is  extra<Jled,  we  are  farther  informed^ 
that  the  Englifli,  mortified,  doubtlefs,  at  the 
difappointment,  were  determined  to  difco-- 
ver,  if  poffible,  the  river  leading  to  Canton* 
A  barge  and  pinnace,  with  above  fifty  meur 
were  accordingly  fent  out  to  explore,  and  in- 
the  courfe  of  two  days  they  came  in  fight 
of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  entrance  of 

which 
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which  ^-as  prohibited  even  to  the  Portu* 
guczc;  and  who,  in  conlequencc,  carried  on 
their  traffic  in  fmall  craft,  through  circuit* 
tous  narrow  ftraits  amid  variou^s  iilands.-^ 
The  Chincfe,  alarmed  at  their  appearance, 
came  down  the  river,  being  then  in  iight 
of  a  fort,  or  cattle,  with  twenty  fail  oijtinh^ 
(boats)  all  mounted  with  ordnance,  and  trc- 
He-mahned,  commanded  by  an  admiral, 
who  defircd  them  to  come  to  an  anchor. 
Having  compUcd,  the  Chinefe  began  to  ex- 
poftulate  on  the  temerity  of  corning  thithef 
to  infpeft  their  manufa6hires,  and  explore 
the  interior  parts  of  fo  great  a  Prince's  do- 
minions ;  and  aiked  who  were  their  pilots. 
Being  told  that  they  came  from  England  to 
exerciic  a  free  trade  for  the  mutual  advan- 
tage of  both  Princes^  paying  the  accuftom- 
cd  duties,  like  others,— ^that  they  were  with-* 
out  pilots,  and  were  "able,  of  themfelves,  td 
difcover,  by  art,  paflages  infinitely  more  in-t 
tricate  and  dangerous,  they  began  to  relax 
their  aufterity,  and  promifed  to  introduca 
three  of  them  to  the  Viceroy  at  Canton^i 
provided  they  would  proceed  no  farther  iij 

B  3  their 
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their  pinnace.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  thf 
next  day,  being,  within  five  leagues  of  Can* 
ton,  (the  alarm  having  reached  that  city)  a 
deputation  waited  on  them,  and  defired 
them,  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  return  to 
their  fliips;  with  an  afluraneq,  that  if 
they  would  apply  to  certain  perfons  at 
Maccow,  they  fliould  have  a  licence  grant-? 
cd  them  for  the  exercile  of  a  free  trade. 
This  was  nothing  but  an  artifice ;  for  their 
rcqueft  being  complied  with,  fix  veflTels  be- 
longing to  the  Pprtugueze,  laden  with  mer- 
chandize, failed  in  the  interim  for  Japan ; 
and  it  appeared  they  were  under  apprehen- 
fions  left  Commodore  Weddell  fliould  have 
feized  then>.  Being  now  out  of  danger, 
they  derided  Englilh  credulity;  and  confid- 
ing in  their  own  ftrength,  on  the  fcore  of 
defence,  fcnt  the  Englilh  a  peremptory  de^ 
nial. 

Enraged  at  this  picc^  of  oriental  duplicir 
ty,  a  council  of  war  was  holden,  at  which 
it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  to  proceed  up 
the  river  as  far  as  Canton,    Having;  reached 

the 
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the  cafUe   beforementioned,   by  means  of 
ibme   interpreters  they  fell  in  with,  they 
were  introduced  to  fbme  Mandarines ;  who 
promifed^  on  condition  of  their  remaining 
on  the  fpot  for  fix  days,  to  intercede  with 
the  principal  men,  refident  at  Canton,  for 
the  accompliihment  of  their  wiflies.     This 
was  another   fubterfuge   in  order  to  gain 
time ;  for  in  the  courfe  of  four  .  days,  the 
faid  fort,  before  diimantled,  was  npw  fur- 
niihed  with  forty  fix  pieces  of  heavy  ord- 
nance ;  and  they  adually  difcharged  feveral 
ihot  at  one  of  the  barges,  as  it  was  paffing 
by  in  fearch  of  a  convenient  watering  place. 
This  daftardly  conduft,  flip<srinduced  by  ^he 
falie  reprefentations  of  the  Portugueze,  fo, 
incenfed  the  whole  Englifh  fleet,  that,  the 
the  fame  hiftory  tells  us,  they  immediately 
hoiAed  the  bloody  flag,    got  under  w^y, 
anchored  within  gunfliot,  abreafl:  of  th^  fort, 
and,  by  a  briflc   and  well-concjuiftcd  fire, 
fllenced,  in  a  few  hours,  this  formidable  bat-, 
tcry.     They  then  landed  a  hundred  men, 
got  ftdl  poflfeflion  of  the  fortrefs,  difmount- 
«d  the  ordnance,  hoifted  the  Britifli  flag  ou 

B  4  the 
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the  walls^  fet  fire  to  the  council-houfe,  zn^ 
demolifhed  whatever  they  could.  Having 
feized  two  or  three  fmall  veflcls,  a  letter 
was  lent  to  Canton  by  one  of  the  boatSj 
complaining  of  their  breach  of  faith.  They 
alio  juftified  their  proceedings ;  and  throw-? 
ing  all  the  odium  on  the  perfidy  and  intrir 
gues  of  the  PortugueJ&e,  they  effe<9:ed  a  re-r 
conciliation^  and  obtained  the  obje^  ii^ 
riew,—- a  licence  for  a  free  trade^ 

The  unfortunate  circumftances^  however, 
under  which  the  Ekiglifh  firft  got  footing  in 
China,  mufi:  have  operated  to  their  diiad- 
vantage,  and  rendered  their  fituation,  for 
ibme  time,  peculiarly  unpleafant.  Till  thenar 
the  name  of  their  country  was  unknown  j 
and  the  contemptuous  epithet  of  carrotlyp- 
pate  was  attached  to  them  long  after  their 
commercial  intercourse.  Thefe,  and  other 
inaufpicious  impreffions  given  of  them  by 
oth<5r  European  nations,  added  to  the  na- 
tional and  religious  prejudices  imbibed 
againft  them,  and  thofe  unreftrained  ema- 
nations of  liberty  and  independence,  too  fre- 
quently 
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quendy  indulged  in  by  the  natives  of  Bm 
tain,  M'cre  only  to  be  obliterated  by  a  fcrics 
of  vigilant  circumfpedlion,  and  prudent  de- 
pieanor;  and  more  eipecialiy  as  merchants, 
as  v^cll  as  artiians,  are  there  holden  in  the 
loweft  degree  of  eftimation.  But  of  all  fo-* 
reigners,  then  carrying  on  traffic  at  the  port 
pf  Canton,  the  Englifh,  from  the  above 
cauies,  were  portrayed  in  the  moft  Amfa- 
vourable  point  of  view ;  their  complaints^ 
however  juft  and  notorious,  were  deemed 
frivolous  fmd  vexatious;  and,  to  prevent 
their  grievances  from  being  made  known, 
peribns  were  forbidden  to  tranflate  them. 
The  ihiall  number  of  the  Englifli  who  had  ac- 
quired as  mifch  of  the  Chinefe  language  as  to 
be  able  to  repreient  them,  being  applied  to  for 
that  purpofe,  rendered  thcmfelves  obnoxious; 
^md  it  became  dangerous  for  the  natives  to 
pndertake  to  teach  it.  Now  though  a  fac- 
tory had  been  eftablilhed  upwards  of  a  cen- 
^ry, — ^yet,  for  want  of  an  affimilation  of 
manners,  fentiments,  and  habits,  which  fa- 
cilitate and  invigorate  commerce ; — on  ac- 
^ui^t  of  the  vaft  pre-eminence  of  rank  ar- 
rogated 
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rogafjed  by  perfons  in  authority,  at  Chinas 
over  thofe  excrcifing  any  kind  of  traffic, — » 
mercantile  concerns  were  materially  im- 
peded, and  expofed  to  various  impoiitions. 
Thus  circumftanced,  thofe  ancient  preju- 
dices to  ftrangers,  early  imbibed,  and  deeply 
rooted,  operating  on  the  conduft  of  the  Chi- 
nelc,  and  reduced  as  it  w^ere,  to  a  fciencc, 
founded  on  the  pcrfed  ftate  of  their  ov^rn 
civilization,  remained  in  their  full  force; 
and  to  reprefs  the  conduft  of  their  Euro*^ 
pcan  vifitors,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  con- 
taminating powers  of  bad  examples  among 
their  own  people,  qrders  were  ifTued  that 
one  port  only  fhould  be  left  open  for  foreign 
fliips  ; — and  at  a  fluted  period,  every  Euro- 
pean was  obliged  to  embark,  or  quit  the 
Chincfc  territories,  leaving  his  faAory  and 
concerns  until  the  return  of  the  Ihip  th^ 
next  year, 

Another  obflruftion  to  commerce,  which 
long  exiflcd,  was,r— the  natives  were  in- 
Itruded,  by  the  moralifls  of  the  Empire^  ta 
admit  it  only  from  motives  of  hunxapity  and 

benevolence. 
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benevolence,  not  from  neccffity  or  inclina- 
tion on  their  part,  nor  any  mutual  benefit 
to  be  derived ;  and  even  the  balance  of  trade 
in  their  favour,  a  defirable  objcA  with  all 
other  nations,  among  tliem  was  confidered 
rather  as  an  inconvenience  than  advantage. 
Indifferent,  then,  as  to  its  progrefs,  and  it 
being  TdLthtrJujferedihdLXifoughtforj  ftrangers 
who  exercifcd  it  could  entertain  but  flender 
hopes  of  common  attention,  or .  common 
jullice;  nor  could  the  Englifli,  in  their  deal- 
ings, prpcure  any  redreis  for  infults,  hard- 
ihips,  or  pppreffions.     Such  conduA,  how- 
ever, could  not,  in  their  opinion,  be  known 
to,   nor   authorized   by,    the   Emperor   of 
China;  and,  therefore,  under  this  convic- 
tion, many  agents  of  the  India  Company, 
concerned  in  the  trade  thither,  hinted  the 
neceffity  and  propriety  of  an  embafly  to  his 
Imperial  Majefly,  in  hopes  that,  by  a  trae 
flatement  of  their  fituation,  he  would  order 
^  removal  of  the  exifting  grievances.     The 
idea  was  communicated  to  fome  eminent 
artifls  ^nd  mathematicians,  in  the  fcrvicc  of, 
and  who  rcfidcd  at,  the  Court  of  Pckin ; 

and 
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and  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  diA 
polition  of  thofe  who  compofed  it,  concciv-* 
ed  the  mealure  would  be  attended  with  the 
happieil  effects,  provided  it  met  with  pro-* 
per  fupport.  Such  an  event,  however,  was 
not  to  be  brought  about  by  any  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  at  Canton ;  they  had  not  been  particu- 
larly recommended  by  their  Sovereign,  and 
were  no  othcrwife  known  than  through  the 
defcriptive  medium  of  their  adverfaries  or 
competitors.  The  fame  motives  of  policy 
pr  commerce,  which  led  to  the  eftablifli-^ 
mcnt  of  Mii^ifters  at  other  Courts,  applied 
with  equal  force  and  propriety  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  at  Pekin.  Beiides,  the 
miffioh  of  a  Britifli  Ambaflador,  it  was  ar- 
gued, would  be  as  flatteringly  received,  as 
the  fpeAacle  would  be  fplendid  and  novel. 
The  annual  amount  of  the  trade  between 
the  two  countries  amounted  to  ftveral  mil- 
lions fterling ;  and  though  the  tWQ  feats  of 
Government  were  many  t^oufai^d  miles 
apart,  yet  the.  dependent  territories  of  each 
State  approximated  within  two  hundred 
miles  of  that  of  Hindo^lan*      It  is  here^i 

howevcf 
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however,  deierving  of  notice,  that  there  are 
fomc  petty  princes,  often  hoftilc  to  each 
other,  but  clofcly  connedlcd  with,  or  de- 
pendent on,  one  or  other  of  their  two  pow- 
erful neighbours,  who  occupy  much  of  the 
fpace  iituated  between  the  weftem  limits  of 
the  Chinefe  Province  of  Shen-iee,  and  the 
eaflernhotmdary  of  the  Britiih  Government 
of  Bengal.  In  the  common  courie  of  events^ 
from  fach  a  relative  iituation  muft  arifc 
difcuffions  which  might,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  perfons  of  high  rank  and  confi- 
dential charader,  lay  the  bails  of  diiagreea-* 
blc  diiputes  between  the  two  Courts. 

At  Canton,  a  few  years  fince,  an  accident 
happened  whidi  had  well  nigh  put  a  fiop 
to  our  forcigft  trade«  Evils  of  every  kind, 
fraught  with  this  tendency,  are  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  ought  to  be  particularly  guarded 
againft,  efpecially  by  a  commercial  nation- 
On  fome  day  of  rejoicing,  in  firing  the 
guns  of  one  of  thofe  veflels  which  navigates 
between  the  Britiih  iettlements  in  India  and 
Canton,  but  not  in  the  employment  of  the 

Eaft- 
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Eail-India  Company,  two  Chinefe,  iii  a  boa€ 
lying  near  the  veflcl,  in  the  river  Canton^ 
were  accidentally  killed  by  the  guilner.  The 
crime  of  murder  is  never  pardoned  in  Chi- 
na.    The  Viceroy  of  the  province,  fired 
with  indignation  at  the  iiippoied  atrocity^ 
demanded  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed,  or 
the  perfon  of  him  who  ordered  it.     The 
event  was  ftated,  in  a  remonftrance,  to  be 
purely  accidental ;    but  the  Viceroy,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  have  been  done  from  a  wicked 
difpofition,  flill  perfifted  in  his  demand,  and 
to  aillire  himfelf  of  that  obje<%,  he  feized 
one  of  the  principal  fkpercargoes.  The  other 
FaAories  being  alarmed,  united  themfelvcs 
with  the  Engliih  as  in  a  common  caufe, 
and  feemed  difpofed  to  refifl  the  intention^ 
of  the  Viceroy;  who,  on  his  part,  arranged 
his  troops  on  the  banks  of  the  river  to  force 
a  compliance.     It  was  at  lall  deemed  expe- 
dient,  on  principles  of  policy,  to  give  up  the 
gunner,  with  fcarce  a  glimmering  hope  that 
his  life  would  be  fpared.     Isote  I. 

The 
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*rhe  Chirlefe  Government,  ever  on  the 
watch  with  refpeft  to  ftrangers,  and  cafily 
alarmed,  forefces  the  poflibility  of  the  moft 
diftant  evils  ;  and  there  Was  much  caufc  of 
appreheniion  left,  to  avoid  fimilar  accidents, 
and  to  preferve  the  •  tranquillity  of  its  fub- 
jefts,  it  might  not  have  been  induced  to 
put  a  total  ftop  to  foreign  traffic.  The  cf- 
feds  which  fitch  a  prohibition  muft  have 
on  our  manufa<£lures,  not  to  mention  th<s 
revenue,  would  have  been  fevercly  felt  iii 
this  country ;  but  in  no  one  article  fo  much 
fts  that  of  tea,  which  is  now  become  a  nc- 
ceflary  of  life  in  all  ranks  of  fociety ;  the 
iudden  deprivation  of  which,  having  no  pro 
per  iubftitute,  might  be  confidercd  as  a  na- 
tional calamity. 

The  firft  importers  of  tea  into  Europe> 
which  did  not  take  place  till  the  commence- 
ment of  the  laft  century,  were  the  Dutch. 
They  had  heard  of  the  general  ufe  of  a  be- 
verage from  a  plant  of  that  country,  and 
they  wifhed  to  eftablifh  the  fale  of  an  Eu- 
ropean plants  praiied  for  its  virtues,  for  the 

fame 
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fame  ufe  among  the  Chinefe,  and  thvjB^t%^ 
change  one  commodity  for  the  other.  Sagi 
was  the  herb  fixed  on,  extolled  by  the  an- 
cient phyficiaris  for  its  falubrious  and  lon- 
gevous qualities.  The  European  herb  foon 
fell  into  difufe  in  China ;  but  the  confump- 
tion  of  foreign  tea  has  fmce  increafed  afto- 
niihingly  in  Europe.  From  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  weighty  the  annual  public  fales  of 
the  Company  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre-* 
fent  century,  the  fales  in  the  fame  time^ 
now  amount  to  nearly  twenty  millions  of 
pounds^  which  is  fo\ir  hundred  times  as 
much  as  it  was  a  himdred  years  ago* 

Meafures  have  been  taken  to  introduces 
the  culture  of  tea  in  fiich  of  the  Britifli  ter- 
ritories in  Hindoflan  as  appear  to  be  moft 
congenial  to  its  growth ;  and  a  fmall  plan- 
tation of  it,  in  the  Ifland  of  Corfica,  is  re«* 
ported  to  be  in  a  flourilhitkg  ftate ;  but  the 
produce  will  not  be  equal  to  the  cxpence- 
it  is  thought,  however,  highly  probable> 
that  we  may,  fome  time  hereafter,  furnilh 
ourfclves  with  this  ufeful  article,  on  reafon- 

able 
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al)le  terms^  without  depending  on  the  will 
or  caprice  of  a  foreign  Power.  In  the  intc* 
rim,  prudence  didated  the  neceffity  of 
forming  fuch  a  connexion  with  the  Court 
of  Pekin,  as  might  pldce  the  Britiih  trade  to 
China  on  a  folid  aiid  more  beneficial  bafis> 
as  well  as  to  remove  the  difficulties  and  jea- 
loufies  which  might  arife  on  the  fide  of 
Hindoftan,  from  the  intrigues  and  mifreprc^ 
fentations  of  the  refpeftive  dependents  of 
allies  of  China  and  Great  Britain. 

The  forming  and  completing  of  fuch  ail 
alliance  could  not  be  expefted  to  be  brought 
about  on  a  fiidden.  The  Court  of  Pekin 
was  little  inclined  to  an  intercourse  with 
foreign  States,  and  deemed  it  wifdoili  to  le- 
elude  its  fubjeAs,  whom  it  confidered  as  in 
the  vale  of  happinefs,  from  an  affociation 
with  the  profane. — ^A  hafty  exception  to 
this  could  not  be  expefted  in  favour  of  a 
nation,  of  whoffe  virtues  the  Emperor  and 
Mandarines  were  but  little  acquainted; 

C  The 
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.  The  punifhment  of  a  Britiih  fabjcft,  hj 
ezpricfs  orders  from  Pekin,  for  endeavouring 
to  penetrate  to  the  capital^  in  order  to  pre** 
fent  a  memorial  of  grievances  from  the  Bri* 
tiih  Fadory,  is  a  proof  of  the  difficulty  and 
hazard  that  might  have  attended  an  attempt 
to  place  a  fucceflion  of  Britifh  lubjeAs,  in 
dignified  iituations,  at  that  Court,  whofe 
amiable  manners,  and  difcreet  conduft, 
would  be  adapted  to  gain  the  efteem  and 
relpeft  of  every  clafs ;  and  by  diffipating 
their  prejudices,  and  conciliating  their  good 
will,  obtain  that  confidence  rcquifite  for  fb 
defirable  a  connexion.  But  a  more  rational 
hope  for  fiiccefs  was  attached  to  the  miffion 
of  an  Envoy  of  rank,  invefted  with  royal 
authority ;  and,  accordingly,  a  Nobleman  of 
exalted  merit  undertook  to  make  the  cxperi- 
inent,but  his  premature  death  on  the  outward 
pafiage  interrupted  the  expedition.  Note  IL 

Some  time  after,  other  propitious  circum- 
ftances  occurred  to  prels  the  execution  of 
the  original  defign,  which  had  been  delayed 

by 
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l>y  the  above  event ;  and  to  the  confideni'- 
tion  of  policy  and  commerce,  were  now  fu- 
peradded  thofe  of  humanity  and  philofbphy* 
Under  the  aufpiccs  of  his  prefent  Msgefty, 
adding  luftre  to  his  reign,  very  confiderable 
and  important  improvements  had  been 
made  in  navigation  and  geography,  by  voy- 
ages  round  the  world,  executed  by  able  and 
fcientific  men.  Enterprizes  like  thefe,  tend- 
ing to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  knowledge, 
without  the  incentives  of  conqueft  or  gain; 
voluntarily  facrificing  every  enjoyment,  and 
encountering  numerous  perils,  in  order  to 
enrich  the  pages  of  hiftory  or  icience,  were, 
in  the  midfi:  of  war,  regarded  as  facred  by 
an  admiring  enemy,  and  the  perfons  and 
property  of  the  adventurers,  uniblicitedly, 
fecured  from  hoftility. 

The  accounts  given  by  thofe  who  had 
hitherto  been  fortunate  enough  to  penetrate 
into  China,  were  contradiftory  and  proble- 
matical, contributing  rather  to  excite  atten- 
tion than  fatisfy  curiofity.     They  all  con- 

C  2  currcd. 
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curredi  however,  in  affuring,,  that,  in  rtgar^ 
to  its  natural  and  artificial  produftions,— * 
the  policy  and  uniformity  of  its  Govern^ 
pient, — the  manners  and  fentiments  of  the 
inhabitants,  their  civil  inflitutions,  moral 
maxims,  and  general  economy,-— it  prefent- 
ed,  colleftively*  one  of  the  foblimeft  objeife 
for  human  contemplation,  or  deep  rcfcarchr 
The  imaginary  danger  of  admitting  a  free 
intercourfe  to  perfons,  prone  to  tumult  and 
immorality,  are  the  obftacles  raiied  by  the' 
Chincfe  Grovemment  agdnft  a  free  inveili- 
gation  of  it ;  and  this  could  only  be  done 
away  by  fuch  Grangers  whofc  recSitudc  of 
condud,  and  fuavity  of  manners^  fiiould 
convince  them  to  the  contrar}^  by  example* 
of  an  oppofite  tendency. 

To  eradicate  fuch  inveterate  prejudices, 
there  might  not  only  be  required  the  effcft 
of  examples  free  from  moral  obliquity,  but 
alfb  the  accompanying  qualifications  fof 
moving  in  the  higher  fphere  of  life*  Much* 
might  depend  on  the  adraiflion  of  an  Am-» 

baiTador 
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bailador  mto  tiieir  territoficl^  aild  the  Im« 
preiCon  which  he  and  his  fiute  imight  make 
on  the  minds  of  the  MandaHnes  and  the 
people  at  large,  during  their  progrcfe  through 
the  country,  ?ind  his  vifit  to  the  Court;  but 
principally,  whether  he  could  excite  a  wifh, 
and  procure  refidence  for,  fucceeding  Mini* 
{lers,  contrary  to  the  prefent  received  prac- 
tice of  the  Ghineic.  To  cfieft  this  would 
fee  a  principal  ftep  toward  the  conclufion  of 
an  intimate  alliance  with  Ae  Emperor,  and^ 
by  confequence,  a  free  intercourfe  with  all 
parts  of  China.  To  aim  at  too  much^  in  tiie' 
beginning,  might  occafion  cither  a  'tcdiotrs 
delay,  or  a  total  failure;  and  though  the  Eaft- 
fndia  Company  were  too  well  convinced  of 
the  inconveniences  and  oppreffions  attached 
to  their  commerce  at  Canton,  yet,  dreading 
hardfhips  of  a  greater  magnitude,  they  re* 
commended  the  utmoii:  care  and  circu^iii* 
fpc&Mn,  left  the  Government  of  China 
ibould,  by  any  imaginary  umbrage,  entirely 
exclude  them  from  entering  their  ports. 
Adminiftration  had,  therefore^  to  felcd  frona 

C  3  her 
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her  bofom,  a  peribn  of  greit  talents/  long 
experience,  and  tried  prudence ;  and  it  was 
fome  time  ere  the  Minifter  had  determined 
on  his  choice* 


CHAPTER  IL 

PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE  EMBASSY. 

THE  Right  Honourable  Ekurl  Macartney, 
vk\o  had  akeady  advantaged  his  country 
by  his  diplomatic  talents,  and  whofe  reputar 
tion  was  fixed  for  integrity  and  aptnefs  for 
bufinefs,  was  appointed,  by  the  Minifter, 
EmbafTadpr  Extraordinary  and  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  Emperor  of  China.  On 
t]^3  occaiion,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
ordered  a  fixty-four  gun  fliip,  the  Lion,  to 
be  fitted  up  for  his  Lordlhip's  reception, 
with  leave  to  nominate  the  Commander. 
Captain,  now  Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  who  in, 
his  juvenile  years  had  been  two  voyages 

round 


:iound  the  worlds  and  fully  equal  to  the  im* 
portant  fcrvicc,  was  felc6lcd  for  this  pur- 
pole^  and  honoured  with  the  command;  and 
'was  alio  gratified  with  the  choice  of  his  of'* 
jficers,  every  dafs  of  which  was  foon  fiHed. 

To  add  tiignity  to  the  miffion,  a  military 
guard  was  alio  allowed^  to  attend  the  peribii 
of  the  Embaflador,  in  compliance  with  the 
praftice  of  Eaftem  Embaffies.  This  guards 
over  whom  it  had  been  refolved  to  maintain 
the  ftrifteft  difcipline,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  leafi:  dereli6tion  of  duty,  or  difbrderiy 
€ondu<fl,  when  in  prcfence  of  the  Chinefe, 
was  put  under  the  command  of  Major,  now 
Colonel,  Bcnfon;  aflifted  by  Lieutenant, 
now  Captain,  Parifh ;  and  Lieutenant,  now 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Crewe.  Ddiftor  Gillan 
was  Phyfician  to  the  Embafly,  and  Do<Sor 
Scot  the  Surgeon;  a  gentleman  of  abilities 
9nd  experience,  who  had  long  fcrvcd  in  that 
capacity  in  the  navy  with  diflinguifhed  re^ 
putation.  Do<ftor  Dinwiddie,  auronomer, 
and  Mr.  Barrow,  both  well  ikilled  in  ma- 
thematics and  mechanics^  had  alfo  ^ppro-. 

C  4  priatc 
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priate  sppointments.  Mr.  Achcibn  Maxwell 
^d  Mr.  Edward  Winder,  were  made  joint 
Secretaries  to  the  Embafiador;  and  Mr. 
Henry  Baring,  recently  appointed  a  Writer 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-India  Companjr, 
was  permitted  to  accompany  the  Embafly  to 
Fekiri.  Two  botanic  gardeners  alfo  em- 
barkedi  one  at  the  public  expence,  the  other 
tt  that  of  an  individual  in  the  Embafly. 

Another  office,  of  no  finall  import,  fHll 
remained  vacant,  which  was  as  neceflary  3$ 
Its  fulfilment  was  difficult;  that  of  inter- 
preter and  tranflator.  In  all  the  Britilh  do- 
minions, not  ope  pcrfon  could  be  procured 
properly  quali^ed;  and  to  depend  on  finding 
one  at  Canton,  was  too  precarious  for  the 
importance  of  the  Embafly.  The  Miffiona- 
lies  tolerated  at  the  Court  of  Pekin  are  not 
allowed  to  leave  the  country ;  but  fome,  by 
penetrating  in  difguife  far  from  the  capital^ 
hare  been  known  to  retum.  Some  of  the 
more  learned  Chinefe,  however,  had,  by 
fortuitous  circumftances,  found  their  way  to 
^me^  and  were  employed,  at  the  Vatican, 

to 
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to  examine  certain  Chineie  books  and  ma-^ 
nuicripts; — and  at  Kaples  a  College  had 
been  founded^  out  of  zeal  for  Chriftianity, 
dedicated  to  the  education  of  young  Chi- 
nefc ;  who,  by  means  of  the  European  Mii^ 
fionaries,  had  contrived  to  effc<ft  their  efcape 
out  of  China.  The  only  refoucce  left  wasy 
to  fee  whether  any  of  the  above  were  wiU 
}ing  to  accept  of,  and  qualified  for,  the  em** 
ployment.  With  this  view,  the  Secrctaiy  of 
the  intended  Embafly  lat  out  in  January, 
17Q3.  He  paiTed  through  Paris,  where  two 
foundations  for  foreign  miffions  ftill  fubfift* 
jed-r-La  Mai/bn  de  Saint  hazare,  and  La 
Majfon  des  Mtfjions  Etranghes,  At  the  lat» 
Jer  was  ope  who  had  left  China  twenty 
years  ago ;  but,  befides  that  he  was  averfe 
to  re-vifit  that  country,  he  had  nearJy  for- 
gotten his  native  language.  He  next  went  to 
Rome,  but  with  no  other  fucccls  than  that 
of  having  procured,  frpm  Cardinal  Antonelli, 
ftrong  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  Ita- 
lian Miffionaries  in  China,  as  well  as  to  the 
jGurators  of  the  Chineie  College  at  Naples. 
Therc^  by  the  aid  of  his  M^efty's  Miutlter, 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Hamilton,  to  whom  the  Col- 
lege were  under  obligations,  he  overcame 
the  fcniples  of  the  Curators ;  and  two  Chi- 
nefe,  uncontaminated  in  morals,  amiable  in 
manners,  and  candid  in  difpoHtion,  quali* 
fied  to  interpret  between  their  own  language 
and  the  Italian  or  Latin,  came  to  England 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Embafly,  in  May, 
1792,  exprefsly  to  embark  for  China  in 
quality  of  interpreters. 

They  ibon  began  to  render  themfelvcs 
uicful,  by  ibme  pertinent  hints  refpeding 
their  own  country,  and  fuggefted  the  fittefi 
preparations  for  iiich  an  expedition.  Pre- 
fents,  according  to  the  Eaftern  manners,  axe 
indifpenfible,  both  for  the  Emperor  and  his^ 
Court;  and  they  mentioned  what  they 
judged  might  be  moll  acceptable.  Such 
articles  as  were  there  fought  after  with  avi- 
dity, and  produced  the  greatcft  profit,  were, 
on  this  head,  not  to  be  difregarded*  Ejh-^ 
traordinary  pieces  of  ingenious  and  compli- 
cated mechanifm,  richly  and  varioufly  or-^ 
namented,  and  producing,  by  means  of  in- 
ternal 


ternal  ivlieciU  and  iprmgs,^  apparently  auto^ 
matous  movements,  were  exported  annual-- 
ly,  to  a  confiderable  amount.  Thefe  ma-* 
chines,  taken  over  thither  at. the  eayrds  dc-^ 
iire  of  the  Mandarines,  whom  it  might 
have  been  dangerous  to  dilbbcy,  were  cither 
given  as  prefents,  or  a  trifling  ium^  infinite- 
ly Icis  than  the  firft  cbft,  was  received  in  re- 
turn, that  the  tranf^Aion  might  have  the 
appearance  of  a  common  purchaie.  Many 
of  thefe^  coftly  articles^  obtained  by  the 
Mandarines,  for  little  conitderatioji,  from 
the  merchants,  under  promiie  of  prote^oa 
from  their  inferiors,  ultimately  found  their 
way  into  the  Palaces  of  the  Emperor  and 
his  Minifters,  in  the  hope  of  fecuriag  the 
&vour  of  their  Jiiperiors, 

It  would  have  been  vain,  in  public  prefents^ 
to  think  of  furpailing,  either  in  coft  or  work- 
manfliip,  fiich  articles  of  this  kind,  (called, 
in  the  cant  jargon  of  the  Eaft,  Sing  Songs)  as 
had  pafled  thither  through  private  channels ; 
and  beildes,  the  annual  accumulation  of 
(hem  was  fuppofed  fufficient  to  fatiate  the 

traniient 
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traniient  gratification  excited  by  gaudf 
trifles.  Other  prefents  were  fubitituted  in 
their  room  more  worthy  of  princely  notice 
and  acceptance. 

Aftronomy  being  a  favourite  fcicnce  in 
China^  which  has  long  engrofled  the  atten^ 
tion  ind  occupation  of  the  Government,  in- 
flruments  of  the  lateft  improvements,  and 
orreries  reprefenting  the  moil:  perfe<%  motioni 
of  the  fi)Iar  fyftem,  could  not  fail  to  be  ac- 
ceptable. To  thefe  were  added,  fpecimen& 
or  aflbrtmcnts  of  fuch  of  our  manufai^ures, 
finiihed  in  the  iirft  ftylc,  as  were  adapted 
for  general  utility,  or  focial  comfort ;  which^ 
befides  being  likely  to  prove  highly  grateful 
to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  presented,  were 
likely  to  create  a  future  demand  for  the 
fame  articles^ 

For  the  iafcr  conveyance  of  thefe  pjefents, 
the  EaftJndia  Company  appointed  one  of 
their  largeft  Ihips,  and  gave  the  command 
of  her  to  Captain  Macintofh ;  with  inftruc- 
tions  to  carry  out  fuch  pcrfong ,  appertaining 

.  to 


tof  the  Embaily  as  could  not  conveniently  be 
mccommodated  on  board  the  Lion.  A  fmall 
brigantine^  manned  and  officered  from  the 
Lion,  was  alfb  fitted  out,  as  a  tender^  to  ac^ 
company  the  Embaily. 

It  became  neceflary,  while  thefe  prepara^ 
tions  were  making,  to  embrace  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  formally  announcing  the  in<« 
tended  Embaily  to  the  Chineie  Govern** 
ment,  inafmuch  as  intelligence  is  frequently 
conveyed  to  China  from  foreign  ports* 
Without  this  precaution,  the  undertaking 
might,  through  error  or  dcfign,  be  mad^  to 
aflume  an  uncertain  or  warlike  appearance^ 
-—the  Embaflador's  reception  rendered  dijp' 
bious> — ^and  the  intentions  of  Government 
completely  fmftrated.  To  fccure,  then,  the 
efied:$  of  firft  impreffions,  which  in  every 
inftance  are  difficultly  eradicated,  threes 
Commiffioners,  who  had  been  fele<fted  by 
the  Eaft'-India  Company  to  manage  their 
if&irs  at  Canton,  w^erc  empolvercd  to  com- 
municate, with  due  folemnity,  the  intended 
miffion  of  Lord  Macartney;  and  to  delivee 

a  letter^ 
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a  letter,  correfpondent  hereto,  from  Sif 
Francis  Baring,  then  Chairman  of  the  Court 
of  DireAors,  in  lb  public  a  manner  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Canton,  as  to  prevent,  if  he  had 
been  ib  inclined,  the  poffibility  of  its  being 
kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Emperor. 

This  letter  ftated,  "  that  his  moft  gra- 
cious Sovereign  having  heard  that  it  had 
been  expefted  his  lubje<fts,  fettled  at  Can- 
ton,  Ihould  have  lent  a  deputation  to  the 
Court  of  Pekin,  in  order  to  congratulate  the 
Emperor  on  his  entering  into  the  eightieth 
year  of  his  age,  but  that  fuch  deputation 
had  not  been  immediately  difpatched,  ex- 
preiled  great  difpleafiire  thereat;  and,  being 
deiirous  of  cultivating  the  friendlhip  of  the 
Emperor  of  China,  and  of  improving  the 
tonnedion,  intercourfe,  and  good  corre-^ 
^ndence  between  the  Courts  of  London 
tod  Pekin,  and  of  increaiing  and  extending 
the  commerce  between  their  relpeftive  lub- 
jcfts^  had  refolved  to  fend  his  well-bcloved 
couiin  and  counfellor.  Lord  Macartney,  a 
liobleoian  of  great  virtue,  wifdom,  and  abi-^ 
•  lity. 
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lity>  ds  his  EmbaiTador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  Emperor  of  China,  to 
reprefent  bis  perfbn,  and  to  cxprcfs,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  iatisfa<Aion  he  fliould 
feel  if  this  mark  of  his  attention  and  regard 
ihould  ierve  as  a  foundation  to  eftabliih  a 
perpetual  harmony  and  alliance  between 
them ;  and  that  the  EmbafTador,  with  his 
attendants,  ihould  ibon  fet  out  on  the  voy- 
age ;  and,  having  feveral  prefents  for  the  . 
Emperor  from  his  Britannic  Majcfty,  which, 
from  their  fize,  and  nicety  of  mechanifm, 
could  not  be  conveyed  through  the  interior 
of  China  to  fo  great  a  diftance  as  from  Can- 
ton to  Pekin,  without  rilk  of  damage,  he 
Ihould  proceed  direcftly  in  one  of  his  Ma-  ' 
jefty's  Ihips,  properly  accompanied,  to  the  , 
port  of  Tien-fing,  approaching,  in  the  firit 
inflance,  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  refidence 
of  the  Emperor  of  China/'  And  Sir  Fran- 
cis ends  the  letter  by  "  rcquefting  the  in- 
formation  thus  given  to  be  "conveyed  to  the. 
Court  of  Pekin,  trufting  that  the  Imperial 
orders  would  be  iffued  for  the  proper  recep- 
tion of  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Ihips, 

with 


23  EMBASSr 

with  his  Embaflador  and  iiiite^  as  foan  as 
they  Ihould  appear  at  Ticn-iing,  or  the 
neighbouring  coafts.'* 

The  prefents  on  this  occafion,  exprefled 
in  the  above  letter,  were  illiberally  con-» 
ftrucd  by  Ibme  perfbns  to  be  direifted  to  ex- 
traordinary and  improper  purpofes,  and  the 
attention  of  the  diplomatic  corps  was  there- 
by awakened.  One  of  thefe  attributed  the 
defign  to  nothing  lefs  than  that  of  engroffing 
the  whole  trade  to  China,  to  the  exclufion 
of  all  other  foreigners,  and  in  his  zeal  for 
his  Court,  propofed  a  counter  Embafly^ 
That  monopoly,  however,  had  no  part  in  it 
muft  be  evident,  when  it  is  undcrftood;  that 
this  intended  Embafly  was  exprefsly  impart- 
ed to  the  States-General  of  the  United  Pro-^ 
vinces,  then  in  alliance  with  Great-Britain^ 
with  offers  of  embaffadorial  Icrvice,  in  cafc 
the  ftate  of  the  Dutch  Faftory  at  Canton 
ihould  require  fuch  mediation. 

But  the  real  drift  of  the  Million  may  be 
clearly  afccrtaincd  by  his  Majefty's  private? 

inftruftions 
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mftriiAions  td  his  Embaffador,  in  which  it  is 
fignified,  that  "  a  greater  number  of  his  fub-* 
jt&s  than  of  any  other  Europeans,  had  been 
trading  for  a  confiderable  time  paft  in  Chi- 
na; that  the  commercial  intercourfe  be- 
tween feveral  other  nations  and  that  great 
Empire,  had  been  preceded,  accompanied, 
or  followed,  by  fpecial  communications  with 
its  Sovereign.  Others  had  the  iiipport  of 
Miilionaries,  who,  from  their  eminence  in 
fcience,  or  ingenuity  in  the  arts,  had  been 
frequently  admitted  to  the  familiarity  of  a 
curious  and  poliftied  Court,  and  which  Mif-^ 
iionaries,  in  the  midfl;  of  their  cares  for  the 
propagation  of  their  faith,  were  not  flippofcd 
to  have  been  unmindful  of  the  views  and 
intereft  of  their  country ;  while  the  Englifh 
traders  remained  unaided,  and,  as  it  were, 
unavowcd,  at  a  diftancc  fo  remote,  as  to 
admit  of  a  mifreprefentation  of  the  national 
charaAer  and  importance ;  and  where  too 
their  occupation  was  not  holden  in  that 
cfteem  which  might  be  ncccflary  to  procure 
them  fafety  and  refpeA ;"  that,  "  under 
thefe  circumftances,  it  became  the  dignity 

D  and 
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and.  charader  of  his  Majcffy  to  extend  his 
paternal  regard  to  thefe  his  diflant  iubjeds, 
even  if  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  the 
nation  were  not  concerned  in  their  fuccefs  ; 
and  to  claim  the  Emperor  of  China's  pro- 
teftion  for  them,  with  that  weight  which 
is  due  to  the  requifition  of  one  great  Sove- 
reign  from  another ;"  that,  "  a  free  com- 
munication with  a  people,  perhaps  the  moft 
lingular  upon  the  globe,  among  whom  civi- 
lization had  exifted,  and  the  arts  been  cul-: 
tivated,  through  a  long  feries  of  ages,  with 
fewer  interruptions  than  elfewhere,  was 
well  worthy  alfo  of  being  fought  by  the 
Britifh  nation,  which  faw  with  plealure, 
and  with  gratitude  applauded,  the  feveral 
voyages  undertaken  already,  by  his  Majefty's 
command,  and  at  the  public  expcnce,  in  the 
purfuit  of  knowledge,  and  for  the  difcovery 
and  obfervation  of  diftant  countries  and 
manners ;"  but  that,  "  in  feeking  to  im- 
prove a  connexion  with  China,  no  views 
were  entertained  except  thofe  of  the  gene- 
ral interefts  of  humanity,  the  mutual  bene- 
fit  of  both    nations,    and    the  proteftion 

of 
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of  commerce  under  the  Chinefe  Govern- 


ment 
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His  Majefty's  letter  to  the  Emperor  of 
China  breathes  the  fame  fpirit.  It  is  therein 
faid,  that  "  the  natural  difpoiition  of  a  great 
and  benevolent  Sovereign,  fuch  as  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  v^^hom  Providence  had  feated 
Upon  the  throne  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
was  to  watch  over  the  peace  and  fecurity  of 
his  dominions,  and  to  take  pains  for  difle- 
minating  happinefs,  virtue,  and  knowledge 
among  his  fiibjefts ;  extending  the  fame  be- 
nejScence,  with  all  the  peaceful  arts,  as  far 
as  he  was  able,  to  the  whole  human  jace/* 
That  his  Britannic  Majefty,  "  impreflcd 
with  iiich  fcntiments  from  the  beginning  of 
his  reign,  Avhcn  he  found  his  people  engaged 
in  war,  had  granted  to  his  enemies,  after 
obtaining  victories  over  them  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world,  the  bleflings  of  peace, 
on  the  moft  equitable  conditions;"  that, 
"  fmcc  that  period,  not  fatisfied  with  pro- 
moting the  profperity  of  his  own  fiibje6ls, 
in  every  refpeft,  and^bcyond  the  example  of 
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all  former  times^  he  had  taken  various  op^ 
portunities  of  fitting  out  (hips,  and  fending 
in  them  fome  of  the  moft  wife  and  learned 
of  his  owil  people,  for  the  dlfcfovefy  of  dif- 
tant  and  unknown  regions ;  not  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  conqueft,  or  of  enlarging  his  domi- 
nions, which  were  already  fiifficiently  ex- 
tcnfive  for  all  his  wilhes;  nor  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  acquiring  wealth,  nor  even  for  fa- 
vouring the  commerce  of  his  (ubjcfts ;  but 
for  the  fake  of  increasing  the  knowledge  of 
the  habitable  globe,  of  finding  out  the  vari- 
ous produiftions  of  the  earth  ;  and  for  com- 
municating the  arts  and  comforts  of  life  to 
thofe  parts,  where  they  had  hitherto  been 
little  known ;  and'*  that  "  he  had  fince  fent 
veffels,  with  animals  and  vegetables  moft 
ufeful  to  man,  to  iflands  and  places  where, 
it  appeared,  they  had  been  wanting  ;*'  that 
"  he  had  been  ftill  more  anxious  to  inquire 
into  the  arts  and  manners  of  countries^ 
where  civilization  had  been  improved  by 
the  wife  ordinances  and  virtuous  examples 
of  their  fovereigns,  through  a  long  fcrics  of 
ages ;  and  felt,  above  all,  an  ardent  wifh-to 
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become  acquainted  iwith  thoTe  celebrated 
inftitutions  of  his  (Chineie)  Majeily's  pc^u* 
lous  and  exteniive  empire,  which  had  car- 
ried its  profperity  to  inch  a  height,  as  to  be 
the  admiration  of  all  furrounding  nations/' 
That  "  his  Britannic  Majefly  being  then 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  no  time  could 
be  io  propitious  for  extending  the  bounds  of 
friendihip  and  benevolence,  spid  for  propof- 
ing  to  communicate  and  receive  the  bene- 
fits which  mu&  relldt  from  an  unreferved 
and  amiable  intercourfe  between  luch  great 
and  civilized  nation^  as  China  and  Great 
Britain/' 

It  was  evident  that  the  Embaily  was  not 
limited  to  affairs  of  commerce  at  Canton,  as 
Lord  Macartney  had  difcretionary  power  to 
viiit,  befides  China,  every  other  country  ca- 
pable of  affording  ufcfiil  or  important  infor- 
mation. He  had  diplomatic  authority  ad- 
dreifed  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  and  to  the 
King  of  Cochin-China,  and  a  general  com- 
ipifiion  to  all  Princes  and  States,  in  wfaat- 
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ever  part  of  the  Chinefe  ieas  be  might  have 
occafion  to  touch* 

« 

The  {hips  beings  by  thb  time,  at  Portf* 
mouthy  and  every  thing  in  reacUnefs  for  the 
voyage,  thofe  who  were  to  accompany  the 
EmbaiTador,  in  all  nearly  a  hiuxdred,  joined 
bis  Efxcellency  there  in  September,  1 792,  in 
order  to  their  repairing  on  board.  Impelled 
by  the  fafcinating  incitement  of  curiofity, 
already  were  they  meditating  China  at  a 
diftance,  and  voluntarily  quitted  their  native 
ihores  to  engage  in  a  perilous,  but  intereftr 
ing  enterprize;  and  when  the  wmd  and 
weather  were  announced  favourable  for  de-* 
parture,  they  felt  ilo  regret,  or  unpleasant 
emotion,  except  when  the  inward  thrilling^ 
of  affe<%ion  awoke  the  remembrance  of  their 
IHcnds  and  deareil  connei^opSt 
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CHAPTER  III. 

PA$SAO£  TO  MADEIRA. 

THE  EmbaiTaclor  and  his  ^ite  being 
embarked^  the  Lion  and  Hindoftan^ 
accompanied  by  the  Jack  all  tender,  fet  fail 
from  Portfmouth  on  the  26th  o€  Septera-^ 
bcr,  1 792.  The  weather  foon  changed  from 
moderate  to  boifterous ;  in  the  night,  the 
fliips  loft  company  of  the  tender,  and  were 
compelled  to  take  (belter  in  Torbay; 
whence,  after  being  detained  two  days  by 
Sidverie  winds,  they  again  put  to  fear 

Steering  the  nfiial  courfe,  on  the  }  oth  of 
O  Aober  they  difcovercd  the  iflands  of  Porto 
Santo  and  Madeira,  the  latter  of  which^  at 
the  then  diilance,  appeared  like  a  huge 
mountain  whole  apiex  was  loft  in  the  clouds^ 
Soon  after,  thcDeferta's  Iflands  were  de-^ 

D  4  fcried. 
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fcned,   fubjcft  alfo   to  Portugal^   forming 
part  of  the  Madeiras. 

The  firft  view  of  the  ifland  of  Madeira 
reprefentcd  it  as  rocky,  barren  and  uncul- 
tivated, byt  on  a  nearer  approach  its  beau- 
ties opened  to  view^,  and  formed  a  foene  pic- 
turelque  and  enchanting.  Funchal,  its  prin- 
cipal town,  ftands  in  the  midft  of  a  verdant 
valley,  whofe  fcattered  edifices,  being  white 
externally,  formed  a  pleafmg  contraft  with 
the  ever- greens  and  plantations,  which,  at 
all  points,  met  the  eye. 

The  feafons  here  may  be  faid  to  be  only 
two,  fpring  and  fummer ;  as  no  degree  of 

« 

heat  or  cold  has  been  found  unpleafant. 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  during  his  Ex- 
cellency's ftay,  placed  in  the  fhade  about 
noon,  was  from  fixty-nine  to  leventy-two 
degrees.  At  Funchal,  in  January,  when 
the  tops  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  fnow, 
jt  is  about  fixty-four,  and  feldom  rifes  in 
awtumn,  higher  than  feycnty-fivet 

The 


TO  CHINA.  41 

- '  The  Portugueze  Governor  ordered  due 
attention  to  be  paid  to  the  Embaffador,  of- 
fered his  Excellency  a  military  guard,  who 
refufed,  but  accepted  a  polite  invitation  to 
partake  of  an  entertainment,  truly  fumptu- 
ous ;  to  which  the  Embaflador's  fuite,  the 
officers  of  the  Lion  and  Hindoftan,  the 
merchants^  of  the  Britifh  faAory,  and  the 
moft  refpeAable  inhabitants  of  the  ifland, 
about  two  hundred  perlbns,  were  likewifc 
invited.  A  young  lady,  only  ten  years  old, 
daughter  of  the  Governor,  did  the  honours 
of  the  table,  till  the  deffert  was  brought, 
when  the  Governor's  wife  presided. 

From  a  geometrical  furvey  of  this  ifland 
by  Mr.  William  Johnftone,  a  native  of 
Great  Britain,  lately  a  merchant  in  Madei- 
ra, he  found  it  to  be  of  a  parallelogramic 
form ;  its  mean  length,  frorn  W.  N.  W.  to 
E.  S.  E.  was  about  thirty  feven  miles,  and 
mean  breadth  eleven  miles,  coniprifing  an 
-  area  of  four  hundred  and  ieven  fquare  miles, 
equal  to  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  It  is  divid- 
ed 
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ed  into  thirty  feven  parifhes^  and  its  inhabit 
tants  are  computed  to  be  eighty  thoufand. 

Many  parts  of  Madeira  being  mountains 
ous,  declivous,  and  rugged,  and  others  near- 
'  ly  deftitute  of  foil,  are  incapable  of  culture. 
Small  patches,  indeed,  of  cultivated  ground 
appear  in  the  narrow  valleys,  in  which  alfo 
there  are  fome  villages.  But  though  the 
cultivators  are  lazy,  yet  they  have  fliewn  in-» 
ftances  of  induftry,  by  breaking,  on  the  fides 
of  hills,  thinly  covered  with  foil,  fuch  pieces 
of  fcattered  rock  as  contain  vegetable  mat** 
ler,  into  fmallcr  parts;  and  the  rills,  from  the 
heights,  being  made  to  flow  over,  the  frag-^ 
ments  comminute  and  become  a  fertile 
jnold. 

Indolence,  however,  prevails  with  the 
men,  who  enjoy  eafe  at  home,  while  their 
wives  and  daughters  go  barefooted,  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  over  rugged  paths,  up 
to.  the  mountains  to  cut  broom  for  fuel. 
This  they  carry  in  loads  to  Funchal,  and 
difpofc  of  it  for  iubfiftajice,  which  is  chiefly 

on 
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on  lalt  fifh.  Thus,  feverity  of  labour^  poor- 
ncfs  of  food,  and  warmth  of  climate,  make 
them  old  in  frame,  when  young  in  years^ 
The  complexion  of  this  clals  of  the  people 
is  dark,  their  ftature  low,  and  the  fpirit 
and  activity  of  their  anccftors  much  degene- 
rated. 

The  hog  is  the  food  moft  reliihed  at  Ma- 
deira. Thefe  animals,  when  young,  arc 
marked  by  their  owners,  and  lufFered  to 
range  wild  among  the  mountains,  and  at 
laft  are  hunted  and  caught  by  dogs. 

No  ferpents,  nor  any  noxious  animal, 
Jiave  been  known  to  exift  at  Madeira ;  nei- 
ther are  there  hares,  or  foxes.  Fiih,  of 
fcvcral  kinds,  are  caught  on  the  coaft,  but 
.herrings  and  oyflers  are  ftrangers  there. 
Salted  cod,  in  abundance,  is  imported  from 
America;  and  being  the  principal  diet  of 
the  poor,  occafions  among  them  frequent 
fcorbutic  eruptions* 

The 
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The  inhabitants  are  amply  iupplied  with 
delicious  fruits  and  vegetable  efculents,  of 
various  kinds  for  the  table.  But  the  grape, 
chiefly  white,  is  the  flaple  produAion  of  the 
illand.  Twenty  five  thoufand  pipes,  each 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  gallons,  are  made 
annually;  half  of  this  is  exported  to  Eng- 
land, North  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  the  refidue  is  conliimed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, either  in  its  natural  ftate,  or  in  a  Ibi- 
rit  from  diftilla.ion. 

This  fort  of  wine  has  the  appellation  of 

« 

dry  Madeira,  the  higheft  price  of  which  to 
dealers,  is  thirty  two  pounds  a .  pipe ;  but 
private  individuals  are,  from  general  cuf- 
toms,  made  to  pay  more.  The  merchants, 
however,  add  one  pound  per  pipe  extra,  to 
the  above  charge,  for  every  year  they  keep 
it  in  their  cellars,  as  an  equivalent  for  in- 
tereft  of  money,  and  other  incidental  loffes. 

Other  kinds  of  grape  are  natives  in  Ma- 
deira ;  one,  whofe  juice  has  a  deeper  co- 
lour than  the  former,  the  wine  of  which  is 

called 
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Ccdkd  fitito.  Another^  called  Baflardo,  has  a 
red  fkin^  but  produces  a  white  juice ;  and 
lafUy^  on  ibme  few  foils  a  third  fpecies  is 
raifed,  whole  juice  is  remarkably  fweet  and 
rich;  from  which  is  made  that  celebrated 
wine  called  Malmfey.  The  annual  produce 
of  this  vine  is  averaged  at  five  hundred  pipes, 
fetching,  at  market^  about  fixty  pounds  per 
pipe.  The  merchants  of  the  Britilh  fa<ftory 
here,  like  that  at  Oporto,  attach  themfelves 
to  the  cultivators  of  the  vine,  and  fupply 
them,  in  advance,  with  whatever  can  contri- 
bute to  their  ncceffities.  They  are  remark- 
able for  their  hofpitality  to  ftrangers.  Their 
houfes  are  ipacious,  and  open,  on  the  flight- 
eft  recommendation,  for  the  reception  of 
paflcngers  who  ftop  there  for  refreflunents 
in  their  way  to  Alia  or  America. 

■ 

Proviiions  excepted,  the  Government  of 
Portugal  impofes  a  duty  on  all  imports  into 
Madeira,  and  alfo  on  wine  exported.  Alid 
though  internal  taxes  are  levied,  yet,  after 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  civil  ind  mili- 
tary eftabliflimerits,  the  furplus  is  faid  not  to 

exceed 
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exceed  eighty  thoufand  pounds.  The  ba-« 
knee  of  trade  to  that  iiland  is  much  in 
&vour  of  the  Engliih.  Twenty  trading 
houfes  of  great  fblidity^  whole  acquired  for- 
tunes ultimately  centre  in  Great-Britain, 
conditutc  the  prefent  Britifh  fadoiy.  Their 
immenie  capital,  avowed  integrity,  and  com- 
Diercial  knowledge,  have  ilifled  every  com- 
petition,  and  left  them  in  the  almoft  entire 
poiTeiiion  of  the  trade  to  Madeira. 

The  ialubrity  of  the  climate  protedls  its 
inhabitants  from  various  difeafes.  The 
fcurvy,  from  bad  proviiions,  is  the  lot  of  the 
poor;  and  paralytic  affeftions,  from  indo- 
lence and  repletion,  that  of  the  rich.  Inter- 
mittents  are  unknown  there.  The  fmall 
pox  proves  moft  fatal  in  iiimmer,  and  ino- 
culation, on  account  of  religious  fcruples. 
Is  rarely  performed. 

.  The  town  contains  about  fifteen  thoufand 
inhabitai^jts;  and  though  ilreams  of  water  run 
though  4ie  ftreets,  they  are  kept  very  dirty. 
Some  improvements  are  going  on,  to  which 

the 
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the  Governor  has  contributed^  and  among 
theie  is  a  delightful  mall^  with  two  rows  of 
handibme  trees.  The  cultivation  of  the 
country  keeps  pace  with  an  increaiing  po- 
'pulation;  but  the  uncertainty  of  the  feafons 
often  caufes  failure  in  crops^  and  fubjcds 
the  farmer  to  hardships. — ^The  crtditor  can 
ieize  property  for  rent^  but  cannot  imprifbn 
the  debtor. 

The  fugar  cane  is  but  little  cultivated 
here*  The  cane  rcfembles^  in  form,  the 
common  reed,  grows  to  the  height  of  about 
eight  feet;  and  has  a  jointed  ftem,  with  leaves 
fringing  from  the  joints.  The  beft  and 
iweeteft  juice  is  centered  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftem. — A  few  trees  of  the  true  cinna«* 
mon,  with  three-ribbed  fcentcd  leaves,  and 
a  thin  fragrant  bark,  are  thinly  diipericd. 

From  Funchal,  to  the  eaftward  of  tlie 
iiland,  the  road  is  fteep  and  craggy  up  hills; 
at  the  top  was  a  narrow  path,  on  one  fide  of 
which  was  a  perpendicular  rocM,  on  tlic 
other  a  dreadful  precipice,  paiTable  only  to. 

pedelr 
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pedeftfians,  except  to  fome  well  trained/ 
fiirc-footed  mules»  Farther  on  is  an  ope^^ 
plain^  adorned  with  myrtle  and  box-tree, 
growing  wild ;  and  alfo  the  whortleberry* 
&rub^  far  more  confiderable  in  height  and 
luxuriance  than  any  which  grows  in  En- 
gland.— At  the  caft  end  of  the  ifland,  fomc 
gentlemen  of  the  Embafly,  who  had  made 
the  excurfion,  difcovered  the  crater  of  a  diA 
tind:  volcano,  four  hundred  yards  in  diame- 
ter ;  at  the  bottom  and  round  the  fides  of 
which  were  fcattered  fragments  of  lava. 

It  appeared  to  Dr.  Gillan,  that  "  diere 
had  been  feveral  craters  in  the  ifland,  and 
that  eruptions  had  taken  place  from  them 
at  various  and  very  diflant  intervals.  This 
was  particularly  manifefl  at  a  place  near  the 
brazen-head,  whdre  might  eafily  be  count-* 
cd,  twelve  different  eruptions  of  lava  from 
neighbouring  craters.'^ 

«  The  chain  of  the  highefl:  mountains  of 
Madeira  has  hardly  any  volcanic  appear- 
ance.    The  clouds  envelope  frequently  their 
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tops,  and  from  them  defcend  all  the  ftrcams 
and  rivulets  of  the  iiland.  Their  antiquity 
is  marked  by  the  deep  chafms  or  gulphs  they 
have  formed  in  their  defccnt  between  the 
ridges  of  the  rocks,  during  the  long  lapfc 
of  time  they  have  continued  to  flow. — In 
the  beds  of  thefe  rivulets  arc  found  pebbles 
of  various  flzcs,  and  large  round  maffes  of 
iilex,  fuch  as  are  ufually  found  in  the  beds 
of  many  iimilar  torrents  in  the  Alps.  The 
ibil,  alfo,  of  the  fields  and  pafturagc  groimds 
appears  exaftly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
Continent,  where  no  volcanic  fire  has  ever 
been  fuipeftcd." 

*'  It  IS  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that  no  lava 
of  a  glafly  nature  has  been  difcovered  in 
Madeira,  nor  any  perfeA  pumice  ftone; 
circumftances  which  bpth  indicate,  that  not 
the  higheft  degree  of  heat  had  been  fufFered 
here :  but  it  is  probable  that  the  bay  or 
beach  of  Funchal  is  a  fegment  of  a  large 
crater,  the  exterior  part  of  which  has  funk 
into  the  fea;  for,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
ihining  or  blue  ftones  upon  the  beach  arc 

E  all 
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all  of  compad  lava;  fecoadly^  teinpeftuoii9 
weather  throws,  always  upon  the  flior€> 
larger  mailes  of  the  fame  blue  lava  ilone^ 
and^  alio,  a  quantity  of  cellular  lava,  ap- 
proaching to  pumice  ftone  in  texture,  but 
much  heavier,  and  not  fibrous;,  and  laftly, 
the  X>oo  Rock,  and  landing  place  oppoiite  to 
it,  to  the  weftward  of  Funchal  bay,  as  well 
as  that  upon  which  Fort  St,  Jago  is  con- 
ftruftcd,  are  evidently  perpeixdicular  frag- 
ments of  the  edges  of  the  crater,  which  have 
hitherto  refifted  the  adion  of  the  iea,  by 
having  been  better  fupported,  or  having 
more  clofely  adhered  together,  tho*^  much 
worn  by  the  violence  of  the  furge.  They 
bear  not  the  leaft  refemblance  to  the  neigh- 
bouring rocks  a  little  within  fhore/' 


.• 


The  ifland  of  Madeira  is  well  defend^ 
fey  nature.  Violent  furges  beating  con- 
ftantly  upon  its  rocky  ihores,  form  a  ftrong 
barrier  againft  invafion.  Art  has,  likewife, 
contributed  to  the  ftrength  of  the  capital 
which  extends  three  quartets  of  a  mile  along 
the  beach^  and  nearly  half  a.  mile  ia  depth, 

by 
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by  four  forts ;  St,  Jago^  St.  Loren9o,  Peak 
CaiUe^  and  another  upon  the  Loo  Rock. 

The  military  eftablifliment  of  the  ifland 
confiils  of  three  hundred  regular  troops,  half 
infantry,  the  reft  artillery  ;  and  two  thou- 
fand  militia  who  are  embodied  occaiionally. 
The  latter,  making  two  battalions,  are  ob- 
liged to  provide  themfclvcs  with  an  uni- 
form. There  are  alfb  ten  thouiand  irre- 
gular militia,  who  are  not  {o  clothed,  nor 
called  out  to  cxercife,  and  being  at  no  ex- 
pence  on  that  account,  are  compelled  to 
do  garrifon  duty,*  to  take  charge  of  iignals, 
arid  repair  the  highways.  Three  colonels 
are  appointed,  in  Separate  (Jiftricfts,  to  com- 
mand them;  and  they  arc  farther  fubdivided 
into  companies,  each  of  which  has  a  cap- 
^  tain  and  lieutenant. 

The  Lion  and  the  Hindoflan  having  pro- 
cured the  neceflary  refreihments,  and  re- 
cruited and  completed  the  ftock  of  water, 
and  fuel;  and  having  left  in{lra6lions  for 
the  Jackall  who  had  not  yet  rejoined  them, 
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to  proceed  to  Port  Praya,  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Jago^  his  Excellency  and  fuite  embarked 
from  Funchal  on  the  1 8th  of  Odober  1 7g2. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

FASSAGE  TO  TENERIFFE  J    TO    ST.  JAGO. 
IfOTICES  OF  THE  ISLANDS. 

CAPTAIN  Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  better  wine  for  the  feamen 
than  could  be  procured  at  Madeira^  at  the 
contraft  price,  refolved  to  touch  at  Santa 
Cruz,  on  his  way  to  St.  Jago ;  and  fleering 
for  this  place,  they  entered  the  bay  on  the 
2iftof  OAober,  and  anchored  in  twenty 
fathoms  water* 

The  place  is  defended  by  forts  and  bat- 
teries ;  and  the  fliore  <b  fenced  by  cragged 
rocks,  and  conftant  furges,  as  to  render  it 
nearly  inacceiliblc  to  boats.     The  regular 
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troops  do  not  exceed  three  hundred ;  but 
every  perfon,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  is  en- 
rolled in  the  militia. 

To  the  above  iecuritics  of  art  and  nature 
againft  the  attacks  of  an  enemy,  arifes  ano- 
ther to  which  hoftilc  fhips  are  expofed : — 
The  wind  is  hardly  ever  favourable  to  clear 
the  land.  This  danger  proved  no  obftacle 
to  the  ardour  of  the  gallant  Admiral  Blake, 
who,  in  1657,  entered  the  road,  attacked 
and  dcftroyed  a  fleet  of  Spanifh  galleons  in 
ftrength  nearly  equal  to  his  own  ;  and  then, 
by  a  fortuitous  wind,  he  brought  off  his 
/quadron  in  perfeft  iafety. 

The  town  of  Santa  Cruz  is  plcafantly 
iituated.  It  has  a  handfome  pier,  conve- 
nient landing  places,  and  an  excellent  quay, 
Ihaded  by  feveral  rows  of  trees. — Its  ftrects 
are  elegant  and  tolerably  fpacious.  A  foun- 
tain, adorned  with  marble  ftatues,  ftands 
in  a  fquare;  and  the  neighbourhood  affords 
many  delightful  promenades. 

E  3  The 
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The  mountains  to  the  northward  of  the 
town  are  rugged,  and  the  rocks,  found  upon 
them,  volcanic.  Notwithftanding,  they  pro- 
duce beans,  corn,  and  grafs  for  fodder.  The 
culture  is  ingenioufly  carried  on  to  their  very 
fummits  by  means  of  ftages  or  platforms  of 
foil,  Supported  by  fences  of  ftone.  Various 
wild  odoriferous  herbs  were  fcattcrcd  around; 
and  fome  of  a  powerful,  and  as  it  were,  in- 
ebriating  fmcll. 

La  Figuera  de  India,  called,  in  Englifh,  the 
Prickly  Pear-tree,  bears  a  fruit,  which  is  held 
there,' in  great  cftimation  ;  but  it  is  neither 
eafily  plucked  nor  eaten.  A  pcafant  whom 
^  gentleman  belonging  to  the  Lion,  then  on 
an  excurfion,  accidentally  met,  obligingly 
undertook  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  He 
gathered  one,  by  enveloping  the  fruit  with 
a  tuft  of  grafs,  to  guard  his  fingers  from  the 
prickles.  He  warily  took  off  the  rind,  and 
the  pulp  being  expofed  to  view,  proved  de-* 
licious  to  the  tafte,  uniting  the  flavour  of 
a  fig,  the  winter  Burgundy  pear,  and  the 
water  melon. — See  a  plate  of  the  leaf  of 
this  tree. 
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Other  gentlemen,  belonging  to  the  (hips, 
made  an  equeilrian  tour  into  the  country, 
in  which  they  viiited  the  capital  of  the 
ifland,  called^  St.  Chriftophe  de  Laguna. 
The  Governor  reiides  at  Santa  Cruz,  but 
here  are  holden  the  courts  of  juflice^  The 
city  is  built  on  an  eminence  in  an  extenfivc 
feitile  plain  ;  it  contained  ieveral  fountains, 
which  were  (iipplied  with  water  from  the 
neighbouring  heights,  by  mean  of  an  aque- 
duA.  The  foil  produced  vines,  Indian  corii, 
potatoes,  and  a  fpecies  of  beans.  Even  the 
bofbms  of  the  mountains  were  cultivated, 
and  their  craggy  fides  covered  with  various 
forts  of  ipontaneous  plants. 

At  the  bottom  of  an  amphitheatre  of 
mountains,  out  of  which  rifes  the  Peak  of 
Tcneriffe,  is  the  villa,  or  capital,  Orotava, 
otherwife  called,  Oratavia,  the  port  of  which 
is  at  three  miles  diftant.  The  trade  here, 
as  at  Madeira,  is  chiefly  confined  to  Britifh 
merchants. 

From  this  place,  the  afcent  of  the  Peak  is 
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generally  attempted;  accordingly  a  party 
from  the  fliips  undertook,  on  the  23d  OAo- 
ber,  to  vifit  it.  The  feafon  of  the  year  was 
doubtlefs  unfavourable ;  the  cold  on  the 
mountains  was  faid  to  be  intenfe  ;  and  fud- 
den  Ihowers  of  fribw  and  hail  often  over- 
whelmed the  traveller.  They  fet  off,  how- 
ever, about  noon,  accompanied  by  two 
Muleteers  as  guides.  They  pafled  through 
a  pleafant  vale  covered  with  vines;  and 
afcending  an  eminence,  the  iloping  fides  ' 
of  which  were  entirely  covered  with  a  grove 
of  chefnut  trees,  they  arrived  at  the  fummit 
of  the  firft,  called  the  Green,  Mountain* 

They  had  now  to  attain  the  top  of  a  fe« 
cond  mountain,  whofe  fides  were  craggy 
and  fterilc,  and  its  afcending  path  on  the 
brink  of  orccipices,  A  few  pines  were  thin- 
ly fcattered  on  its  fides.  In  the  afternoon, 
by  mean  of  a  barometer,  they  found  they 
had  afcendcd  nearly  fix  thoufand  feet  above 
the  town.  The  mountain  upon  which  they 
ftood,  was  now  overcaft  with  clouds ;  and 
various,  and  inipetuous  gufts  of  wind,  com- 
bating 


TO    CHINA.  57 

bating  each  othcr^  feemcd  to  threaten  any 
farther  approach. 

Excavations,  Tcfembling  diftirid  craters 
of  volcanic  matter,  were  difcovered  in  cvcrjr 
part  of  this  mountain ;  and  night  fetting  in, 
and  the  path  being  difficult,  the  guides  not 
only  propolcd  to  halt,  but,  in  contempt  of 
threats,  were  unwilling  to  proceed.  The 
travellers  wanted  much  to  reach  that  part, 
known  by  the  name  of  La  Enftailcia  dos 
Inglefes,  the  rcfting  place  of  the  Engliih.  It 
then  began  to  rain,  and  blow  with  violence, 
and  the  guides,  anticipating,  from  experi- 
ence, an  approaching  tempeft,  declared  the 
unflieltered  traveller  muft  inevitably  perifli, 
and  infilled  on  flopping  under  the  brow 
of  a  projcfting  rock. 

They  had  fumifhed  themfelves  with  pro- 
vifions  at  Orotava ;  they  kindled  a  fire  with 
the  branches  of  the  cytifus,  and  the  leafy- 
boughs  of  the  Spaniih  broom,  ferved  them 
as  a  couch  to  fleep  upon.  The  thermome- 
ter was  now  at  forty-five  degrees  \.  the  air 

keen, 
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keen,  the  wind  tempefhious,  and  they  had 
no  fhelter  againft  the  rain. 

At  day-break  th^ey  arofe ;  but  the  weather 
was  exceedingly  boifterous,  driving  with 
violence  heavy  drops  of  rain.  They  faw  the 
point  of  the  upper  cone ;  but  the  cojiincal 
fruflum,  by  which  it  was  fupportedj  was 
concealed  by  thick  clouds :  thefe  rolled  in 
iucceffion  along  its  fides,  and  being  thence 
rapidly  hurled  into  the  vallies,  between  the 
hills,  againfl:  which  they  were  forcibly 
driven,  quickly  condenfed  into  rain*  Some 
of  the  party  then  gave  up  the  project,  and* 
by  the  affiftance  of  one  of  the  guides,  re- 
turned to  Orotava. 

Previous  to  their  arrival  at  the  fea-port  of 
Orotava,  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
city,  or  upper  town,  of  the  fame  name,  neat- 
ly built  of  ftone,  they  few,  on  their  way,  a 
remarkable  Dragon  s  Blood  Tree.  Its  trunk, 
at  the  height  of  ten  feet  from  the  ground, 
meaiiired  thirty-fix  feet  in  girth.  At  the 
height  of  fifteen  feet,  it  divided  itfelf  into 

about 
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about  a  dozen  branches,  fprouting  regularly, 
as  from  a  centre^  in  an  oblique  diredion  up- 
wards. Thefe  produced,  only  at  their  ex- 
tremities, thick,  fpongy  leaves,  refembling, 
but  foialler  than,  the  common  aloe.  This 
tree,  by  a  tradition  current  in  the  ifland, 
cxifted  three  centuries  ago,  at  the  time  the 
Spaniards  conquered  TenerifFc ;  and  it  is 
now,  as  it  was  then,  a  diilinguiihing  land- 
mark. 

The  gendcmen  who  puriiied  their  journey 
towards  the  Peak,  were  attended  by  another 
guide,  one  of  the  few  remaining  of  the  dc- 
fcendants  of  the  Guanches  (original  inha<» 
bitants)  and  fole  poflcflbrs  of  the  illand, 
when  it  was  firft  invaded  by  the  ^Spaniards 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  They  had  attained 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain  whence  arifes 
the  great  Cone,  which  being  frequently  co^ 
vered  with  fnow,  occafioncd  the  ancients  to 
give  the  whole  ifland  thfe  name  of  Nivaria. 

The  plain,  on  the  top  of  this  mountain, 
prcfented  a  dreary  wafte,  loaded  with  maffes 

of 
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of  black  lava,  without  verdure  or  vegetation ; 
except  a  folitary  cytitus,  w^hich  peeping, 
novsr  and  then,  through  the  fiflure  of  a  rock, 
difcovcred  its  feeble,  withering  branches. 

Having  already  afccnded  two  thoufand 
feet  above  the  place  where,  the  preceding 
night,  they  had  taken  flicker,  the  Muleteers 
became  refraftory,  and  impeded  the  progrefs 
of  the  animals.  The  cold,  indeed,  was 
piercing  and  intolerable ;  the  fall  of  fleet 
torpified  the  hands,  and  incapacitated  them 
from  holding  the  reins.  In  their  perilous 
Situation  they  had  many  hair-breadth  efcapes, 
but  none  more  fo  than  Dr.  Gillan.  Stimu- 
lated by  curiofity  to  follow  his  friends,  and 
forced  by  the  wind  to  the  edge  of  a  preci- 
pice, his  mule  fell,  opportunely,  into  a  bed 
of  volcanic  aflies,  or  both  muft  have  been 
hurled  down  the  precipice,  and  inevitably 
periflied.  At  this  timp  the  tempefl:  raged 
w^ith  increafed  violence,  and  the  drops  of 
rain  fell  half  congealed ;  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter  were  infurmountable^  and 
the  only  choice  left  was  that  of  returning. 

Excurfions 
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Exoirfions  to  the  Peak,  at  proper  feaibna 
of  the  year,  are  attended  with  Icis  difficul* 
ties.  The  fame  Mr.  Johnftone,  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  as  having  liirveycd 
Madeira,  viiited  this  place  in  the  fummer 
time.  He  and  his  party  provided  themfelves 
with  tents,  and  flept,  the  night  before  they 
got  to  the  Peak,  nearly  about  the  fame  ipot, 
which  iinifhed  the  labours  of  thole  juft  men- 
tioned. 

**  There,"  it  is  faid,  "  they  encamped  on 
ground  covered  with  pumice  Hone,  a  ftream 
of  lava  on  each  fide;  in  front,  a  barren 
plain ;  the  iiland  of  Grand  Canary  bearing 
fouth-eafl,  as  if  rifing  out  of  an  immenie 
field  of  ice,  formed  by  the  clouds  below 
them.  About  four  o'clock  next  morning, 
the  firft  of  Auguft,  the  moon  fliining  bright, 
and  the  weather  clear,  they  began  to  afcend 
a  kind  of  path,  along  the  firft  great  fruf- 
truni;  leading  to  the  imaller  and  higher 
Sugar-Loaf.  The  pafiTage  was  fteep  and 
difagreeable,  being  covered  with  pumice 
ftonc,  which  gave  way  at  every  ftcp.     In 

about 
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about  an  hour  they  got  to  the  Alta  Vifta, 
where  it  was  neceflary  to  climb  over  the 
lava,  leaping  from  one  large  (lone  to  ano**' 
ther,  till  their  arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  Sugar- 
Loaf.  Here  they  tefted  about  five  minutes/' 

"  They  then  began  to  afcend  the  Sugar- 
Loaf.  This  was  by  much  the  moft  fatiguing 
part ;  it  being  exceedingly  fteep,  and  wholly 
confifling  of  finall  pumice  ftones,  fo  that  the 
foot,  ^t  every  ftcp,  fmks  and  Aides  back. 
They  were  obliged  to  take  breath,  repeat- 
edly. It  was  little  more  than  fix  o'clock 
when  they  got  upon  the  fummit  of  the 
Sugar-Loaf.  At  this  time  the  clouds  had 
gathered  about  a  mile  and  a  half  perpendi- 
cular below.  They  were  thick,  and  had  a 
very  ftriking  efFca,  appearing  like  an  im- 
menfe  extent  of  frozen  fca,  covered  with  in- 
numerable hillocks  of  fnow,  above  which 
the  Ifland^  of  Grand  Canary,  Palma,  Go- 
mera,  and  Hiero  or  Ferro,  raifed  their  heads* 
On  the  fiin's  getting  a  little  higher,  the  clouds 
diiappeared,  and  opened  to  the  view  the  coaft 
around.     The  colours,  hoifted  on  the  Peak, 

were 
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were  diftindly  feen  by  gentlemen  in  Oro- 
tava^  through  their  telefcopes/* 

"  The  profpeft  from  the  Peak  is  romantic 
and  extenfive,  no  other  kfiU  being  of  a  height 
to  intercept  the  view.     The  coaft  is  per- 
ceived all  rounds  and  a  diftindl  idea  of  the 
iikmd  formed.     The  north-weft  coaft  ap- 
pears to  be  well  cultivated ;  but  the  ibuth-ea£t 
ieems  dreary  and  barren/*  Within  the  fiim- 
mit  of  the  Peak,"  he  relates,  "  is  an  excava- 
tion or  cauldron,  not  lefs  than  eighty  feet  in 
depth,  into  which  the  gentlemen  defcended, 
and  gathered  fome  fulphur,  with  which  the 
iiirface  is  moftly  covered.  In  many  parts  the 
foot  cannot  reft  upon  the  fame  ipot  above  a 
minute,  the  heat  penetrating  quickly  through 
the  ftioe.     Smoke  iffues  frequently  from  the 
earth*     Juft  under  the  ftirface  is  a  foft  red- 
difh  clay,  fo  hot,  that  the  hand  introduced 
into  it  muft  inftantly  be  withdrawn.  In  the 
cauldron,  the  lulphureous  odour  is  very  ofFen- 
iive ;  but  on  the  ridge  it  may  be  eafily  cn-r 
dured/* 
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*•*  From  this  place  they  faw  the  town  of 
Santa  Cruz,  and  the  fliipping  in  the  road, 
iv^hich  is  a  diftance,  in  a  direft  line,  of  about 
twenty-five  miles.  They  continued  two 
hours  and  a  half  upon  the  fummit  of  the 
Peak,  without  feeling  any  inconvenience 
from  heat  or  cold.  Soon  after  fun  rife 
the  thermometer,  in  the  Ihade,  was  at  fifty- 
oke  degrees.  They  dcfcendcd  the  Sugar- 
Loaf,  in  a  few  minutes,  running  the  whole 
*    way,  which  was  found  to  be  the  bcft  mode. 

'*  At  the  foot  of  the  Peak  there  were 
feveral  caverns  in  the  midft  of  lava,  ibme 
filled  with  fine  water,  extremely  cold,  and 
frozen  at  the  edges  of  the  caverns.  Others, 
in  the  Winter,  are  filled  with  fnow,  over 
which  the  fun  never  ihines ;  and,  thus,  fnow 
continues  in  them  through  out  the  year." 

The  height  of  the  Peak,  alfo  meafured  by 
Mr.  Johnftone,  was  found  to  be  two  thou- 
sand and  twenty-three  Engliih  fathoms,  or 
two  miles,  two  furlongs  and  eighty-fix  yards ; 
and  its  diflant  from  the  iea  port  to  Orotava, 

eleven 
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deven  miles  and  a  half^  bearing  fbuth^  forty* 
eight  degrees  weft ;  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  being  fixteen  degrees  to  the  weftward  of 
the  Pole. 

Heligioh  here,  as  in  every  part  of  the  Spa-^ 
uiih  dominions^  engroifes  much  of  their  lei* 
fvure  which  might  be  devoted  to  inftruftion 
and  improvements.  Even  ladies  of  rank  fel- 
dom  go  out  but  tomafi,  matins,  or  vefpers. 
The  unmarried  live  in  convents,  and  arc 
there  often  enticed  to  take  the  veil. 

The  refidcnce  of  the  Biihop  ot  the  lilcs, 
whofe  revenue  is  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
is  at  Canaria ;  his  unbounded  charity  is  equal 
to  his  ecclefiaftical  rigour.  Religion  fuffers 
very  little  interruption  by  commerce.  Fo- 
reign ihips  rarely  touch  at  any  other  place 
than  TenerifFc ;  and  from  Santa  Cruz  are 
annually  exported  about  twenty-five  thou- 
fand pipes  of  wine,  chiefly  to  the  Englifh  in 
return  for  manufac^res. 

F  The 
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The  revenue  accruing  to  tbc  Crown^  from 
all  the  Canaries^  after  (kdu<£ling  the  ordinary 
expences  of  adminifbation,  does  not  exceed 
{ixty  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  The  duty  on 
tobacco  and  fnufF  is  fo  enormous,  that  the 
temptation  to  fmuggle  is  irreftflible.  The 
royal  monopolies,  of  which  Orcbilla  is  one, 
aore  the  chief  grievances  of  the  inhabitants. 

TenerifFe,  though  not  the  largcft,  the  mofi: 
populous  and  fertile  of  the  Canary  Ifiands,  is 
about  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  twenty-^ 
two  in  mean  breadth.  Its  &rface  contains 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty  iquare 
miles,  or  nine  hundred  and  eighty-five  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  acres.  Its  inhabitants  are 
computed  at  nearly  a  hundred  thoufand, 
which  averages  about  fixty-five  perfons  to 
every  fquare  mile. 

■ 

The  population  of  the  Gfrand  Canary 
ifland  is  eftimatcd  at  forty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants; Palma,  thirty  thoufand;  Forteven- 
tyra,  ten  thouiand ;  Lancerota,  eight  thou- 

iand; 
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fkhd ;  Gbmera,  feven  thoufand ;  and  xj^vii^^ 
or  Fcrro,  fifteen  hundred.  This  iiland,  the 
weftermoft  of  all  the  Canaries,  is  the  moil 
weftem  part  of  the  old  world,  from  which 
geographers  ufed  to  calculate  their  firft  meri« 
dian^ 

On  the  27  th  of  Oftober,  the  Lion  and 
Hindoftan  left  Santa  Cruz,  and  fleered  their 
courfc  towards  Port  Praya,  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Jago. 

They  came  in  fight  of  Bonavifla,  one  of 
the  Cape  de  Verde  illands,  on  the  firfl  of  No- 
vember; on  the  2d,- — of  the  Iflc  of  May.  The 
next  day  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago  appeared ; 
and  at  noon  the  Lion  anchored  in  Praya 
Bay,  in  feven  fathoms  water.  The  latitude 
of  the  Bay  is  fourteen  degrees  fifty  fix  mi- 
nutes north,  and  the  longitude  twenty  three 
degrees  twenty  nine  minutes  wefl.  The 
variation  of  the  compafs  is  twelve  degrees 
forty  eight  minutes  wcfl.  Ships,  bound 
to  the  fouthward,  generally  flop  here  for 
frefhprovifions.    The  coafl  teems  with  vaxi- 

F  2  ous 
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ous  kinds  of  fifh.  At  this  time,  however^ 
the  ifland,  was  in  a  ftate  of  defoldtion  and  fa- 
mine ;  nor  had  any  oiie  of  the  Cape  de  Verde'^ 
efcaped  the  calamity^  Little  or  no  rain  had 
fallen  fot  three  years  paft ;  the  rivers  were 
dried  up ;  vegetation  had  ceafed ;  and  th« 
cattle  periftied  as  well  from  want  as  drought. 
Some  irthabitants  had  prudently  migrated ; 
many  of  tbofe  who  remained  were  itarved  td 
deaths 

Upon  a  fandy  beach  a  little  to  the  right  of 
St.  JagOi  clofe  to  the  rock,  and  at  the  foot  of 
an  elevated  plain,  are  the  ruinsof  aonce  elegant 
Romiih  chapel,  built,  probably,  by  the  grate- 
ful piety  of  a  perfon  faved  from  fhipwreck^ 

The  town  of  Praya,  if  fuch  it  may  be  cal* 
led,  is  fituated  upon  ttie  plain  aboVe-meff^' 
tioned.  It  confifts  of  about  a  hundred  fmall 
huts,  one  ftory  high,  built  of  wood,  thinly 
fcalttered.  It  has  a  fort  or  battery  almoft  in 
ruins.  The  jail  was  the  beft  building,  and 
next  to  that  the  church,  at  which  officiated 
a  mulatto  prieft. 

The 


TO  CHINA.  69 

The  governor  refides  in  a  fmall  wooden 
barrack,  at  the  extremity  of  the  plain^  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  bay  and  (hipping. 
The  EmbalTador  was  received  by  him  with 
due  honour  and  refped: ;  advancing  a  con-r 
iiderable  diflance  from  his  houfe  to  meet  and 
condu A  him  thither.  But  as  he  had  (hared  in 
the  general  wretchcdnefs,  occafioned  by  the 
}ong  drought  and  arid  winds,  he  had  neither 
wine  nor  any  other  refrelhments  to  offer. 

Notwithftanding  the  general  devaftation 
in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  a  few  verdant 
palm  trees  were  feen  to  flourifli  amidil  burn- 
ing fands.  The  afclepias  gigantina,  noticed 
for  its  milky,  but  corrofive  juice,  was  rich 
in  flower.  The  jatropha  curcas,  or  phyfic 
nut-tree,  called  by  the  French  Weft-Indians 
bois  immortel,  was  alfo  flourilhing ;  and  in 
ihady  vales,  fome  indigo  plants,  and  a  few 
cotton  Ihrubs  were  fuccefsfiilly  cultivated. 
The  mimofa,  or  fenfitive  plant,  common 
about  the  country,  growing  to  the  iize  of 
^rces,  4id  not  appear  to  languilh ;  and  in  fome 
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parts^  the  annona^  or  fugar  apple  was  in  per* 
feft  verdure. 

A  tree,  which,  for  fizc,  may  be  called  a 
phenomenon  in  vegetation,  was  difcovered 
in  a  healthy  flate,  in  a  vale  about  a  mile  and 
ft  half  from  the  town  of  Praya,  called  by 
Bptanifb,  adanfonia ;  in  Englilh,  monk^ 
bread  tree;  of  which  a  correft  engraving 
Is  here  given.  The  natives  of  St.  Jago  call 
it  kabiiera ;  others,  baobab.  The  circumfer- 
^Ce  or  girth  of  the  bafe  was  fifty-fix  feet, 
which  foon  divided  into  two  vaft  branches  j 
the  one  in  a  perpendicular  dire<ftion,  whofe 
periphery  was  forty  two  feet,  the  other  about 
twenty-fix.  Another  of  the  fame  Ipecies 
ilood  near  it,  whofe  fingle  trunk,  girthing 
pnly  thirty  eight  feet,  was  fcarcely  noticed. 

A  fmall  rivulet,  difUnt,  inland,  about  two 
miles,  but  which  f6on  falls  into  a  bottom, 
irrigated  fome  grounds,  and  rendered  them 
fertile ;  and  alio  fupplied  a  few  of  the  inhabi-^ 
tants  with  water,  at  this  calamitous  period. 

Near 
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Near  tfaifi  fpot  was  planted  the  manifiai  or 
caiiada  tree^  whoie  exprefled  juice,  from 
the  root,  is  deadly  poiibn«  The  root  itfdf  is 
iahitary ;  and  ib  is  the  (ediment  dcpofited 
from  the  poiibnous  juice^  being  the  fub- 
£iance  fold  in  England  under  the  nanie  q£ 
tapioca. 

The  town  of  St.  Jago,  fomacriy  the  capital, 
is  fituated  in  the  bottom  of  a  vale.  Not  nK>re 
than  fix  families  reiide  there*  The  country, 
then  arid,  bore  the  appearances  of  natural 
fertility.  By  the  information  of  a  Portu- 
gueie,  the  Ifle  of  Brava,  one  of  the  Cape  de 
Verde*s,  was  a  better  place  for  fhips  to  tquch 
at,  at  any  time,  for  provifions  and  water, 
than  St.  Jago.  It  had  three  harbours,  but 
that  at  Pufcrto  Ferreo,  to  the  ibuthward,  was 
the  moft  conimodious  for  large  Ihips.  Capt» 
Sir  Erafmus  Gdwer,  to  whom  the  like  in- 
formation had  priorly  been  given,  recom- 
mends to  make  a  trial  of  them. 

The  population  of  all  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Iflands,  about  twenty  in  number,  is  efti- 
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mated  at  forty  two  thoufand  inhabitants. 
Of  thefe  St.  Jago  is  faid  to  contain  twelve 
thousand;  Bonavifta,  eight  thouiand;  the 
Iflc  of  May,  feven  thoufand ;  San  Nicholas, 
the  moft  pleafant  of  the  whole,  the  refidencc 
of  the  Biihop  of  the  Cape  de  Verde's,  fix 
thoufand ;  San  Antonio,  four  thoufand ;  San 
Phelippe  de  Fuogo,  remarkable  for  a  volca- 
nic fire,  ifiiiing  conftantly  from  the  cone  of 
a  mountain  in  its  middle,  four  thouiand ; 
Brava,  five  hundred,  ^nd  in  thoie  not  fpecii- 
^ed  ftill  fewer. 

They  had  now  been  at  Praya  Bay  five 
days,  without  feeing  the  Jackall.  It  was 
therefore  determined  to  profecute  the  voyr 
age  without  her,  and  the  two  Ihips  accord-r 
ingly  fct  fail  from  St.  Jago  on  the  8th  of 
November. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  V. 

rASSAGE  OF  THE  LINE.  COURSE  ACROSS 
THE  ATLANTIC.  HARBOUR,  CITY,  AND 
COUNTRY  Of  RIO  DE  JANEIRO. 

THE  fettlemcnts  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa 
always  afford  abundance  of  refrelh-' 
ments  which,  Ibmetimes,  are  not  to  be  met 
with  in  other  places.  On  this  account  the 
Lion  and  Hindoftan  direfted  their  courfe  to 
the  Port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  a  rich  Province 
of  Brazil,  fiibjeA  to  the  Portugucze,  of  which 
St.  Sebaflian  is  the  capital. 

Eaftefly,  called  trade  winds,  are  preva-- 
lent  from  the  continent  of  Africa  to  the  At- 
lantic ocean ;  but  on  approximating  the  op- 
poiite  continent  of  America,  it  has  been  ob- 
ierved,  they  take  a  courfe  between  north 
and  weft.  Ships,  therefore,  bound  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  always  avail  themfelvcs 
pf  tlxis  information. 

They 
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They  arrived  under  the  equator,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  No- 
vember ;  and  Sir  Erafmus  Gower  permitted 
the  fhip's  company  to  indulge  themfelves  in 
the  ludicrous  ceremony  commonly  obferved 
when  croffing  the  line.  On  this  occaiion,  a 
failor  was  drefled  up  in  a  manner  to  imitate 
the  God,  Neptune,  holding  in  his  hand  a 
trident,  his  garments  dripping  wet  with  the 
clement  he  is  iiippoied  to  command.  He 
ftood  at  the  lhip*s  head ;  the  EmbafTador,  Sir 
Erafmus  Gower,  officers,  and  paffengcrs, 
being  all  aflembled  on  the  quarter-deck,  and 
demanded  in  an  audible  voice,  the  name  of 
the  veiTel  thus  encroaching  on  his  dorfii- 
^ions.  An  anfwer  being  given  from  tho 
quarter-deck,  Neptune,  with  his  attendants, 
fantaftically  accoutred,  advanced  with  fo- 
lemnity  towards  them,  and  prcfcnted  his 
Excellency  with  a  fifli,  recently  caught,  as 
part  of  the  produce  of  the  deity's  domains. 
His  godihip  was  treated  with  refpcft,  %ind 
received,  for  himfelf  and  companions,  the 
accuftomed  filver  offerings  from  thofe  who 
had  before  crolTed  the  line,  but  which  were 
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rigoroufly  exafted  from  others  who  had 
not,  under  the  penalty  of  going  through  a 
ceremony  more  ludicrous  than  agreeable. 

To  keep  up  the  charter,  however,  Ibme 
noviciates  are*  always  marked  out  as  vic^ 
tims  for  the  ceremonial.  It  confifted  of  an 
ablution ;  generally  performed  in  one  of  the 
fhip*s  boats,  filled  with  water,  into  which 
the  party  is  ibuced,  blindfolded ;  and  after 
he  has  received  a  good  ducking,  he  is  la- 
thered, not  too  cleanly,  and  Ihavcd,  not  very 
tenderly,  by  Neptune's  tonfor,  with  a  wood- 
en razor ;  and  that  in  ib  folemn,  and,  appa--^ 
rently,  Scientific  a  manner,  as  to  excite,  in 
the  by-ftanders,  broad  grins,  and  con\Tilfive 
laughters.  A  hearty  meal,  accompanied 
with  mufic  and  exhilarating  libations  to 
Bacchus  concluded  the  amufcment. 

The  equator  was  croffed  in  the  twenty 
fifth  degree  of  weftcm  longitude  from 
Greenwich,'  with  a  frefli  breeze  from  Ibuth 
caft.  Nothing  remarkable  occurred  in  the 
pafiTage  from   St.  Jago.      Few  birds  were 
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fecn,  and  few  fifli  caught,  A  fhark  was 
harpooned,  which,  on  diffeftion,  was  found 
to  contain  no  lungs.  A  dolphin  was  haul- 
ed on  board ;  and  difplaycd,  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  its  inherent  property  of  often 
changing 'its  colour* 

By  heaving  the  deep-fea  lead,  in  latitude 
twenty  two  degrees  fouth,  longitude  forty 
degrees  thirty  four  minutes  weft,  foundings 
were  difcovered ;  and  on  Saturday  the  firft 
of  November,  the  Lion  anchored  in  the 
harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  in  fifty  fathoms 
water ;  fo  that  the  paflage  from  England  to 
this  place,  including  nineteen  days  ftay  at 
Madeira,  TenerifFe,  and  St.  Jago,  was  per^ 
formed  in  one  day  lefs  than  two  months. 

The  harbour  is  capacious,  and  convenient 
for  commerce.  Its  Ihores  abound  with  vil- 
lages and  plantations,  terminated  by  an  am- 
phitheatre of  mountains,  whofe  fummits 
are  covered  with  trees. 

The 
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*rhc  city  of  St.  Sebaftian,  alfo  called  Rio, 
is  fituated  four  miles  to  the  wefhvard  of  the 
harbour ;  in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Viceroy.  A  Benedi<^irie  con- 
rent,  and  a  fort,  are  on  the  extreme  poiiit 
{>oint  jutting  into  the  harbour>  oppofitc  to 
which  is  the  Ilheo  dos  Cobras,  or  Serpent 
liland.  Upon  this  Ifland  are  a  doclc  yard; 
magazines,  and  naval  ilorehoufcs;  and, 
around  its  fliores,  convenient  anchorage?  for 
ihipping* 

Rio  has  lately  undergone  confidcrable  im- 
provements. In  many  parts  the  houfcs 
are  built  of  hewn  ftonc.  The  ftreets  are 
ftraight,  and  well  paved ;  and  fimilar  arti- 
fans  refide  in  the  iame  ftrect.  An  aquc- 
dxiA,  of  confiderable  length,  brought  over 
vallies  by  a  double  row  of  arches  placed  one 
above  the  other,  liipplics  the  fountains,  iitu- 
ated  in  the  fquares,  with  wa^r.  A  guardr 
conftantly  attends  the  fountains  to  regulate 
its  diftribution ;  and  a  fuificierit  quantity  of 
it  is  thence  conveyed  to  the  quay,  through 
canvas  hofes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhipping. 

The 
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The  opulence  and  commercial  importahce 
of  the  place  could  not  be  more  fully  alcer- 
tained  than  by  its  {hops>  magazines^  and 
markets :  all  of  which  abounded  with  cvciy 
fpecies  of  Britiih  manufaAure ;  and  the  ap<^ 
pearance  of  individuals  indicated  eafe  and 
comfort.  The  city  had  feveral  public  walks; 
and  buildings^  both  public  and  private,  were 
increaiing.  There  were  many  principal 
edifices  built  of  granite,  with  which  mate- 
rial was  conflrufted  a  fpacioiis  quay,  upoit 
the  beach,  oppofite  to  the  palace« 

The  town  is  infalubrious  from  local  dr- 
cut-iflances,  and  the  deciiivc  influence  of 
climate.  It  is  fituated  upon  a  plain ;  and, 
except  from  the  harbour,  furrounded  with 
hills,  covered  with  thick  foreft  trees.  The 
air,  thus  confined,  is  rendered  humid  mom-» 
ings  and  evenings.  Fronx  this  caufe,  a» 
well  as  from  ilagnant  water  in  marfhcs  near 
the  town,  arife  putrid  and  intermittent 
fevers;  and  the  elephantiafis  is  not  xok^ 
comnK)n. 

There 
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Tbcrc  arc  three  convents  for  men,  and 
two  for  women ;  none  of  them  remarkable 
for  religious  aufterity^  The  ceremonies  of 
religion^  however,  were  ftriftly  obferved; 
and  an  addition  Jiad  been  made  to  them» 
hy  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  launching  of 
ikyrockets^  whenever  any  iblemnities  were 
performing  in  the  churches. 

All  cla£es  of  fbciety  have  an  infuperablc 
attachment  to  gaiety  and  pleafure.  The 
lower  order  appeared  abroad  in  cloaks ;  thofe, 
of  the  middling  and  higher  ranks  always  in 
fwords.  The  ladies  had  their  hair  hanging 
down  in  tre£es,  tied  with  ribands,  and  adorn<- 
ed  with  flowers ;  their  heads  were  uncovered. 
They  had,  in  general^  Unc  dark  eyes,  and 
animated  countenances ;  were  fond  of  mu« 
fie,  and  their  favourite  inilruments  the 
harpiichord  and  guitar.  A  few  of  them 
ihewed  inftances  of  extreme  levity;  and 
ibme  of  the  men  were  accuied  of  unnatu- 
ral pradiccs. 

Piays 
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Plays,  operas,  and  mafquerades  xycre  tlic 
innocent  amufements  of  both  fexes.  A  pub-* 
lie  garden,  at  one  extremity  of  the  town,  by 
the  fea  fide,  was  the  favourite  ^^  attraftion ; 
where,  after  their  evening  promenade,  they 
frequently  partook  of  banquets^  rendered 
more  zeftful  by  the  accompaniment  of  miific 
and  the  difplay  of  artificial  fireworks-  This 
garden  was  laid  out,  with  much  tafte,  in 
grafs  plots,  Ihrubberies  and  parterres ;  inter- 
Ipcrfed  with  flaady  tree's,  and  arched  alcoves 
decorated  with  flowers,  jeilamines  and  fira-? 
grant  plaints.  Towards  the  middle,  was  a 
fountain  of  artificial  rock-v?ork,  ornamented 
with  Iculptural  figures  of  two  alligators^ 
ipouting  water  into  a  marble  refervoir,  in 
which  aquatic  birds,  done  in  bronze,  were 
j(portively  reprefentqd. 

There  was  alio  a  terrace  of  granite  on  that 
iide  of  the  garden  next  the  fea,  at  the  cxtrc* 
mity  of  which  were  built  two  neat  fiimmer 
houfes.  The  ceilings  were  ornamented  with 
various  defigns ;  the  cornices  exhibited  dif- 
ferent fpecics  of  fifli  and  birds ;  and  upon  the 

walls 
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walls  were,  ill-executed,  eight  paintings, 
emblematic  of  the  principal  produclions 
which  raifed  the  country  to  its  opulence; 
among  which  were  views  of  the  diamond 
and  gold  mines,  and  the  manner  of  working 
them. 

.  Contiguous  to  the  iea  fhore,  and  near  to 
the  town  was  another  garden,  curious  for  a 
fmall  manufacture  of  Cochineal.  -It  was  fup- 
pofcd,  that  the  infeft  which  forms  this  dye 
at  Rio,  is  not  the  fame  as  that  noticed  by 
Linnaeus,  under  the  name  of-  coccus  cafti 
coccinelliferi,  which  is  defcribed.  as  being 
flat  on  the  back,  with  black  legs,  and  taper- 
ing horns  or  antennae. 

The  inieft  of  Rio  is  convex,  with  legs,  fix 
in  number,  of  a  clear  bright  red,  in  both  male 
and  female,  and  the  antennae  moniliform,  or 
bead  like.  The  colour  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  male  is  a  bright  red ;  the  breaft  elliptical, 
and  flightly  attached  to  the  head;  the  an- 
tennae about  half  as  long  as  the  body.  Two 
fine  white  filaments,  thrice  as  long  as  the  in- 
fcft,  projeft  from  its  abdomen ;  and  they  have 
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two  wings,  creft,  of  a  faint  ftraw  colout*-*- 
The  female,  which  has  no  wings,  is  of  an 
elliptic  form,  and  convex  on  both  iides ;  its 
back  is  covered  with  a  downy  fubftancc  re- 
fembling  fine  cotton.  The  abdomen  is 
marked  with  tranfverfe  rugae  or  furrows. 
The  mouth  is  fituated  in  the  breafl,  having 
a  brownilh  beak  which  penetrates  the  plant 
the  infeft  feeds  upon.  About  twenty  days 
after  its  birth,  it  becomes  pregnant;  and 
dies  after  bringing  forth  an  innumerable 
offspring.  The  fize  of  thefe  is  fo  minute  as 
to  be  eafily  miflaken  for  the  eggs  of  thofe  in- 
fers. They  remain  without  the  leall  ap- 
pearance of  life  for  about  the  fpace  of  a  day, 
then  fhew  tokens  of-  animation,  and,  foon 
after,  move  agilely  over  the  furface  of  the 
leaf,  upon  which  they  were  depofited  by  the 
mother.  In  three  or  four  days  the  downy 
cnvclopemcnt,  vifible  on  the  fecond  day  only 
through  a  microfcope,  appears  to  the  naked 
eye ;  and  the  infed  it  covered  increafes  ra- 
pidly in  fize  till  equal  to  .a  grain  of  rice. 
As  they  augment  in  bulk,  they  dccreafe  in 
motion ;  and  when  arrived  at  their  full 
growth,  they  are  attached  to  the  leaf  in  a 
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torpid  ftate. — ^This  is  the  period  at  which 
they  are  taken  from  the  plant  for  uie :  if 
fuffcred  to  remain,  they  would  depofite  their 
young,  as  before  mentioned.  Various  cells, 
of  a  cylindric  form,  ftanding  perpendicularly 
upon  the  furface  of  the  leaf,  are  difcovfered 
among  the  clufters  of  thefe  infeAs,  envelop- 
ed in  their  cotton.  Thefe  cells  are  the 
chryfalides  or  coccoons  of  the  male.  The 
wings,  in  their  nafcent  ftate,  make  their 
firft  appearance  out  of  them,  and  are  per- 
ceptible about  three  days  before  the  infeA  is 
in  a  ftate  of  completion  or  maturity.  In  that 
condition  it  enjoys  its  exiftence  only  three 
or  four  days,  during  which  it  impregnates 
the  females. 

The  plant,  upon  which  this  infed:  feeds, 
is,  probably,  the  caftus  opuntia  of  Linnaeus ; 
called  at  Rio,  orumbela — a  Ipecies  of  the 
caAus,  or  prickly  pear.  A  plate  of  the  leaf 
is  here  annexed. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  fomewhat 
elliptical,  and  grow  without  ftalks.  They 
are  thick  and  flefliy,  having  the  upper  fide 
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more  planoconcave  than  the  other.  They 
rife  immediately  one  from  the  other's  edge, 
and  alfo  from  the  ftem,  armed  with  round 
and  tapering  prickles  about  an  inch  long. 
Thefe  plants,  though  they  would  extend  to 
twenty,  arc  prevented  from  rifmg  above 
eight  feet;  this  height  being  more  con- 
venient  to  the  manufacturer,  and  at  which 
the  juice  of  the  leaves  is  iuppofed  moft  nu-' 
tricious.  The  young  leaves  are  of  a  darkiih 
green,  but  acquire,  by  age,  a  yellow  call ; 
and  their  internal  lubftance  is  of  the  fame 
colour  as  the  external. 

Upon  the  caftus  is  found  another  inftft, 
fuppofed  to  feed  upon  thfe  coccus,  or  co- 
chineal infe6l.  It  refembles,  in  its  peffe<ft 
ftate,  a  four-winged  infeft,  called  ichneu- 
mon ;  but  is  found,  on  clofe  examination, 
to  be  a  fly  with  only  two  wings.  The  lar\'a, 
or  caterpillar  of  this  fly,  is  with  difficulty 
diftinguiflicd  from  the  coccus  ;  it  infmuates 
itfelf  into  the  cotton  in  which  the  latter  is 
enveloped.  When  this  fly  is  prepared  to 
change  its  Ikin,  it  leaves  the  cotton,  comes 

upon 
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upon  the  leaf,  and  quickly  increafcs  in  fizc, 
and  changes  its  colour.  In  a  few  days, 
then,  it  becomes  inaAive  ;  but  quickly  after, 
it  contra<fts  its  wings  with  violent  agitation, 
and  deppfits  a  globule  of  pure  red  colouring 
matter.  It  next  fufpends  itfelf  upon  the 
prickles  of  the  leaf,  and  is  metamorphofed  in- 
to a  chryialis,  out  of  which  iflues,  fhortly,  the 
perfeft  fly.  The  plate  mentioned  at  page  83, 
will  Ihew  the  refpeftive  forms  of  both  infefts, 
as  well  as  the  plant  upon  which  they  feed, 
and  the  following  is  a  dcfcription  : 

I  and  2.  The  male  ccxrcus,  or  cochineal  infed,  the 
(ize  of  nature. 

3  and  4.  The  fame  much  magnified.  The  body  of 
the  infe<3  is  of  a  bright  red  colour ;  and  the 
long  filaments  proceeding  from  the  pofterior 
extremity  of  the  body  are  white,  but  were 
made  dark  in  the  engraving  to  dillinguifli 
them  from  the  paper. 

5  and  6.  The  female  coccus,  thefize  of  nature,  in  two 
different  ftages  of  its  growth :  the  body  is 
of  a  mahogany  colour ;  the  legs  of  a  bright 
red. 

7.  Fir  ft  ftate  of  the  larva,  or  caterpillar  of  the 
^    fly,  fuppofed  to  feed  on  the  coccus. 

8.  The  fame  magnified. 

P  3  9  and 
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9  and  10.  The  larva  of  the  fly,  in  different  views  and 
magnitudes,  juft  before  its  change  into  the 

« 

chryfalis'  ftate.     In  nature,  it  is  the  length 
of  the  line  under  fig«  9. 

11.  The  chryfalis  of  the  fly. 

12.  The  perfeft  fly  magnified.     The  natural  fize 

is  the  length  of  the  line  drawn  under  it. 

The  converfion  of  the  infed:'s  into  cochi- 
neal is  a  limple  procefs.  They  are  put  into 
a  flat  earthen  difh,  and  placed,  alive,  over  a 
charcoal  fire,  and  par-roafted  very  flowly, 
till  the  down  upon  them  difappcar,  and  the 
aqueous  juice  of  the  animal  be  entirely  eva- 
porated. But,  during  this  procefs,  they  are 
to  be  conftantly  ftirred  about,  with  a  tin 
ladle,  to  prevent  abfolute  torrefaftion,  which 
would  reduce  the  infeA  to  alhes,  and  there- 
by deftroy  the  colour. 

Within  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to  the 
town,  is  another  fpecies  of  manufafturc,  for 
converting  the  blubber  of  whales  into  oil, 
for  which  an  exclufive  privilege  was  given 
to  a  company,  on  paying  one  fifth  of  its 
profits  to  government. 

At 
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At  Val  Longo,  in  another  part  of  the 
harbour,  are  warchoufes  for  the  reception 
and  fale  of  flaves  from  Angola  and  Ben- 
guela,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Out  of  twenty 
thoufand,  purchafed  annually  for  the  Brazils, , 
,  Rio  took  five  thoufand,  of  which  the  average 
price  was  twenty  pounds  fterling  each.  The 
Queen  of  Portugal  receives  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  into  her  privy  purfe,  by 
a  duty  of  ten  thoufand  rees,  on  each  flavc, 
paid  before  they  are  (hipped  from  Africa. — 
The  Brazils,  it  w^as  computed,  contained  fix 
hundred  thoufand  flaves,  born  in  Africa,  or 
defcended  from  thofe  who  were  there  ;  the 
whites  were  eftimated  at  two  hundred 
thoufand. 

The  original  inhabitants  of  Brazil  are  low 
in  flature,  mufcular,  flout  and  aftive  ;  of  a 
light-brown  complc<ftion ;  flraight  black 
hair ;  little  beard ;  long  dark  eyes,  but  with 
tokens  of  intcllcd:.  They  entertained  an 
implacable  antipathy  to  the  invaders  of  their 
country ;  they  fhun  the  fcttlements  of  the 
Portugueze,  but  mafTacre  individuals,  with- 
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out  remorfe,  wherever  they  are  found  fcat« 
tered  or  unprote<3:ed. 

a 

* 

The  foreft,  before  mentioned,  befides 
abounding  w  ith  palms,  and  maftic-wood, 
mangoe  and  gouyava  trees,  contained  many 
other  vegetables  never  before  obferved.  A 
Francifcan  friar,  who  refided  at  Rio,  had  un-» 
dertaken  a  defcription,  in  a  botanical  work, 
to  be  called  Flora  Fluminenfis. 

On  a  ftream,  clofe  to  the  fbrcft,  was 
ere<Jled  a  corn  mill,  ufed  by  them,  worthy 
of  being  defcribed  from  its  fimplicity  of 
conftrudlion.  "  A  wheel,  a  few  feet  only 
in  diameter,  was  placed  hori?:ontally,  much 
below  the  current  of  a  ftream,  as  it  feU 
from  a  fteep  bank,  and  was  received  in  hol- 
*  lows,  ten  or  twelve  in  number,  fp  obliquely 
fcollpped  into  the  upper  rim  of  the  wheel, 
as  to  impel  it  to  a  quick  rotatory  motion  j 
while  its  upright  Ihaft,  paffing  through  an 
opening  of  the  centre  of  an  immoveable 
millftone,  above  the  wheel,  but  of  a*  nar-v 
rower  diameter,  was  fixed  to  a  fmaller  mill- 
ftone 
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fkonc,  which,  forced  round  by  the  mo- 
tion of  die  wheel  and  dependent  ihaft^ 
cruflied  between  it  and  the  larger  ftone  be-» 
neath,  the  grain  infinuated  between  them 
froni  a  hopper.  Thus  that  effeft  was  pro- 
duced, by  the  mean  of  one  wheel  only, 
which  is  generally  the  reiiilt  of  a  much 
more  expenfive  and  complicated  machinery. 
Jt  is  faid  that  a  fimilar  mill  is  in  ufe  in  the 
Crimea/* 

The  fertile  valley  of  Tijouca  excited  no- 
tice.  It  was  irrigated  by  a  pure  ftream, 
which,  on  its  firft  entrance,'  was  precipitate 
ed  down  a  fteep  and  broad  rock  of  granite, 
forming  a  magnificent  cafcade.  In  the 
fpace  of  a  few  fquare  yards — indigo,  coffee, 
manioc,  cocoa  or  chocolate  trees;  fugar 
canes*  plaintains,  and  orange  lime  trecs-^all 
grew  promifcuoufly.  The  fame  articles, 
with  the  addition  of  rice,  pepper,  and  to- 
bacco, were  produced  in  other  diftrids. 
The  vine  alfo  flourifhed ;  but  the  grape  is 
prohibited  from  being  preffed. 

The 
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The  whole  of  the  Brazils  is  divided  into 
eight  governments ;  the  revenue  is  eftimat- 
ed  at  about  a  million  fterling ;  of  which  one 
third  was  confumed  in  the  expences  of  ad- 
miniftration.  The  principal  feat  of  govern- 
ment, and  chief  mart  for  commerce,  was 
formerly  at  Bahia  dos  Todos  os  Santos ;  but 
the  difcovcry  of  the  diamond  and  gold 
mines,  within  a  hundred  leagues  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  caufed  its  removal  to  this  place^ 
whofe  governor  has  the  title  of  Viceroy. 

A  late  prohibition  had  prevented  the  pco* 
pie  at  Rio  from  working  up  the  gold  even 
in  their  own  mines ;  and  the  tools,  ufed  by 
the  artificers,  feized  and  corififcated.  The 
people  complained  heavily  of  taxes;  they 
were  fo  fevercly  felt  by  thofe  in  the  interior 
provinces,  that  by  carriage  and  tranfit  du- 
ties, a  bottle  of  port  wine  coft  the  confumcr 
ten  fhillings  fterling. — ^Thefe,  and  other 
h^rdfhips,  led,  not  long  fmce,  to  a  confpi- 
racy  agjiinft  the  parent  country,  in  which 
were  concerned  clergy  as  well  as  laity,  and 
fome  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment 


TO   CHINA.  91 

mcnt  there.  Their  views,  however,  wxrc 
happily  difcovered,  and  timely  prevented* 
Only  the  chief  confpirator  received  capital 
punifliment ;  the  reft  were  banilhed  to  the 
African  fcttlements. 

Rio  is  protected  by  feveral  fmall  forts  and 
batteries,  fo  detached  as  to  impede  the  pro- 
grefs  of  an  enemy.  Its  military  eftablifli- 
ment  confifts  of,  including  two  battalions 
of  difciplined  militia,  ten  thoufand  men:; 
exclufive  of  a  numerous  undifciplined  mili- 
tia, moftly  in  the  city  and  its  vicinity. 

The  fort  of  Santa  Cruz  was  the  chief  de^ 
fence  of  the  harbour.  It  mounts  twenty 
three  guns  towards  the  fea,  and  thirty  three 
to  the  northward  and  wcftward ;  and  15 
flanked  by  batteries  to  the  eaftward  and 
wcftward.  The  city  of  Rio  depended  moft- 
ly for  proteftion,  on  the  works  erected  on 
Serpent  Ifland.  The  length  of  this  is  about 
three  hundred  yards ;  and  mounts  forty  fix 
ffuns  facing  different  points  of  the  compafs- 
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If  the  political  ftatc  of  Rio  fliould  pafs 
without  animadverfion,  its  natural  appear- 
ance cannot  fail  to  attraft  notice,  whether 
it  be  contemplated  in  its  harbour,  moun- 
tains, woods,  or  rocks. — Its  productions 
flpiu'ifh  on  a  grand  fcale,  like  a  prolific 
garden  cultivated  by  the  careful  hand  of  its 
owner. 

The  anxious  defire  his  Excellency  had  to 
attain  the  place  of  his  dcftination,  hurried 
him  on  board  before  he  was  quite  reco- 
vered from  an  indifpofition  he  had  at  fea; 
and  as  foon  as  the  two  fliips  had  completed 
their  wood  and  water,  they  weighed  their 
anchors,  and  on  the  feventeenth  of  Decem* 
bcr,  1792,  proceeded  on  the  voyage. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

PASSAGE     TO    THE  -SOUTHERN    PART     OP 
THE  ATLANTIC,    AND    OF  THE  INDIAN 
OCEAN.        VIEW    OF    THE    ISLANDS     OF 
TRISTAN  d'aCUNHA    IN    THE    FORMER^ 
AND  OF  THOSE  OF  ST.    PAUL    AND    AM- 
STERDAM IN  THE  LATTER.     ENTRANCE 
INTO  THE  STRAITS  OF    SUNDA.       VISIT 
TO    BATAVIA    AND    BANTAM,    IN    THE 
ISLAND  OF  JAVA.       VIEW  OF  THE  SOU- 
THERN EXTREMITY  OF  THE  ISLAND  OF 
SUMATRA.         PASSAGE     THROUGH     THE 
STRAITS  OF  BANCA  TO  PULO  CONDORB. 

IN  order  to  fecure  the  trade  winds,  the 
Lion  and  Hindoftan  took  a  foutherly 
courfe  from  Rio,  till  they  got  into  the 
thirty  feventh  degree  of  fouthern  latitude, 
where  the  prevailing  winds  are  chiefly  wef^ 
terly,  favourable  to  (hips  bound  to  Afia.  In  ' 
this  track  tempeftuous  weather  is  frequent, 
and  the  fqualls  fudden  and  violent ;  every 

poffibic 
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pofliblc  precaution  was,  therefore,  taken  ta 
guard  againfl  danger. 

The  navigation  was  continued  in  this 
parallel  for  fome  days,  with  a  defirablc 
breeze  from  the  weftward ;  and  on  the 
thirty  firft  of  December,  1792,  the  Iflands 
of  Triftan  d'Acunha  hove  in  fight.  Only 
the  largeft  bears  that  name ;  the  others  are 
fubdiftinguiflied  by  the  appellations  of  In- 
accefiible,  and  Nightingale  Iflands. 

Inaccefiiblejs  a  high  blufF,  about  nine 
miles  in  circumference.  It  has  a  very  for- 
bidding appearance,  and  may  be  feeu  at  the 
diftance  of  twelve  or  fourteen  leagues.  Its 
latitude  is  thirty  {even  degrees  nineteen  mi- 
nutes fouth  ;  its  longitude  eleven  degrees 
fifty  minutes  weft  from  Greenwich. 

Nightingale  ifland  is  irregular  in  form^ 
with  a  hollow  in  the  middle ;  and'  is  fcven  or 
eight  miles  in  circumference,  with  fmall 
rocky  ifles  at  its  fouthern  extremity.  Its 
latitude  is  thirty  feveii  degrees  twenty  nine 

minutes 
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minutes  fouth  ;  its  longitude  eleven  degrees 
forty  eight  minutes  weft,  and  may  be  de- 
fcried  at  feven  or  eight  leagues  diftance. 

The  land  of  Triftan  d'Acunha  is  exceed- 
ingly high,  difcoverable  at  the  diftance  of 
twenty  five  leagues.  It  feeros  about  fif- 
teen miles  in  circumference.  Towards  the 
north  part  of  this  ifland,  there  is  an  eleva- 
tion a  thoufand  feet  perpendicular  from  the 
fea;  then  commences  a  level,  or,  in  the 
fea  phrafe,  a  table  land,  extending  to  the 
centre  of  the  ifland ;  and  afterwards  arifes 
a  conical  mountain,  not  very  diffimilar  to 
the  peak  at  TenerifFe,  as  feen  from  the  bay 
of  Santa  Cruz. — Having  previoufly  exa- 
mined the  ftiore,  and  taken  foundings  in 
boats,  the  Lion  ftood  in  and  anchored  in 
the  evening,  on  the  north  fide,  in  thirty 
fathoms  water. — When  the  fliip  was  at  an- 
chor, ftie  was  overftiadowed  by  the  dark 
mafs  of  that  portion  of  the  ifland  whofe 
fides  fecmed  to  rife  like  a  mofs-grown  wall 
immediately  from  the  ocean.  This  appear- 
ance is  reprefented  in  the  plate  annexed. 

This 
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This  ifland  was  not  explored  on  account 
of  an  accident.— A  fudden  guft  of  wind 
flarted  the  Lion's  anchor,  and  obliged  her, 
for  fafety,  to  put  to  fca. — But  from  good 
meridional  obfervationi,  and  by  the  aid  of 
accurate  time- pieces,  the  fpot  where  the 
Lion  lay  was  determined  to  be  thirty  feven 
degrees  fix  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and 
eleven  degrees  forty  three  minutes  weft 
longitude  ;  which  is  a  poiition  two  degrees 
eaft  of  the  longitude  as  laid  down  in  charts. 
The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  feven  de- 
grees  weftward  from  the  pole.  Fahren- 
heit's thermometer  ftood  at  fixty  feven  de- 
grees.— The  fword  fi(h  ; .  whales  of  every 
fpecies ;  fea  lions  and  feals ;  penguins  and 
albatrofles  frequent  this  coaft. 

Thefc  iflands  are  fifteen  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  any  land  to  the  weftward  or 
northward  of  them.  Being  in  the  general 
track  to  China,  and  to  the  coaft  of  Coro* 
maiidel,  by  the  outer  paffage,  they  merit 
particular  examination.  In  circumftances 
requiring   difpatch,   a  veffcl   might   come 

from 
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from  England  to  Triftan  d'Acunha  without 
flopping,  by  the  way,  and  thence  proceed  to 
India  or  China.  A  fettlcment,  indeed,  has 
been  twice  in  contemplation.  One  projeft 
was,  to  make  it  a  mart  for  the  light  manu- 
faftures  of  Hindoftan,  fuited  to  warm  cli- 
mates, for  the  fiiver  of  the  Spanifti  fettle- 
ments  in  South  America ; — the  other,  as 
a  proper  fituation  for  drying  and  preparing 
the  furs  of  fea  lions  and  feals,  and  for 
extracting  the  fpermaceti  of  the  white  or 
long-nofed  whale,  and  the  whalebone  and 
oil  of  the  black  fpecies. 

In  the  paflage  from  the  above  ifland,  the 
Lion  croffed  the  meridian  of  London  on  the 
fifth  of  January,  1 793.  When  in  the 
latitude  of  forty-one  degrees  fouth,  they 
met  with  ftrong  breezes.  The  wind  was 
from  north  weft  to  fouth  weft  ;  the  former 
producing  fogs  and  rain, — the  latter,  clear 
and  cold  weather. — During  the  whole  way 
only  one  gale  of  wind  was  experienced, 
which  was  to  the  caftward  of  Madacjafcar. 

H  It 
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It  began  from  the  north  eaft,  and  ended  in 
the  fouth  weft,  blowing  violently  in  all 
diredions.  The  fhip  laboured  much,  and 
rolled  gunwale  under  water. 

Approaching  within  thirty  leagues  of  St. 
Paul  and  Amfterdam,  a  few  feals  and  pen- 
guins made  their  appearance — A  current 
was  alfo  obferved  to  fet  due  fouth,  at  the 
rate  of  a  mile  an  hour. — ^The  weather  was 
now  moderate  and  warm ;  for  though  ia 
the  month  of  January,  it  (hould  be  recol- 
le6led,  that  in  this  hemifphere  it  is  a  part 
of  fummer. 

On  the  firft  of  February  were  perceived 
the  iflands  of  Amfterdam  and  St.  Paul. 
They  are  in  the  fame  degree  of  longitude, 
l?ut  at  fevcnteen  miles  diftance;  The 
Dutch  circumnavigators,  as  well  as  Cap- 
tain Cook,  give  the  name  of  Amfterdam 
to  the  northern,  and  of  St.  Paul  to  the 
fouthern ;  but  moft  others,  reverfe  them, 
calling  the  fouthcrnmoft  Amfterdam. 

As 
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As  the  ihip  drew  near  the  fhore^  two 
human  figures  were  feen  moving  upon  the 
land.  They  made  and  waved  a  fignal,  bj 
tying  a  handkerchief  to  a  pole;  and  the 
rational  conjefture  arofe,  that  they  were 
perfons  who  had  fufFered  Ihipwreck. — 
The  Lion  anchored  in  twenty- five  fathoms 
water,  about  a  mile  from  (hore,  manned  a 
boat  and  fent  her  into  the  baibn  to  thofe 
men  to  learn  their  hiftory,  and  to  offer  them 
aiiiflance. — ^There  were  five  men  in  all ; 
for  by  this  time,  three  others,  their  com- 
panions had  joined  them.  Two  of  them 
were  Englifh,  and  the  reft  French  ;  one  of 
thefe,  the  chief  or  fuperintendant,  was  in- 
telligent and  communicative. — ^They  came 
laft  in  a  trading  veffel  from  the  ifle  of 
France,  and  had  been  left  there  purpofely 
to  provide  a  cargo  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
feal  Ikins,  of  which  they  had  already  pro- 
cured eight  thoufand,  for  the  Canton 
market. — ^Thi^  veffel  was  gone  to  Nootka 
found,  on  the  north  weft  coaft  of  America, 
with  a  view  of  bringing  a  quantity  of  fea- 
otter   ikins   to   China,   and  afterwards   of 
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calling  for  the  cargo  of  feal  Ikins  at  this 
place,  to  be  likewife  carried  to  China  ;  pro- 
ceeding thus,  alternately  between  Nootka 
and  Amflerdaoi  ifland. 

The  feal  of  Amfterdam  is  the  phoca 
urjina  of  Linnaeus.  The  male  is  much 
larger  than  the  female  ;  the  weight  of  thefe 
is  from  fevcnty  five  to  a  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds.  During  the  winter,  num- 
bers of  fea  lions  {jphocce  leonina\  fome 
eighteen  feet  long,  crawl  out  of  the  fea, 
making  a  prodigious  noife.  Whales  abound 
here  in  the  winter  feafon  ;  but  in  the  fum- 
mer  they  feek  deeper  water. 

The  feal  catchers  had  conftruded  a  rude 
hut  upon  the  border  of  an  elliptic  cove,  or 
bafon.  The  bank  of  this  cove,  next  the 
lea,  was  low,  and  had  recently  been  di- 
vided in  the  middle  bv  a  (hallow  commu- 
nication  with  the  fea ;  for  none  fuch  ex- 
ited in  1697,  ^^^^  ^^is  ifland  was  viiited 
by  Van  Vlaming. — Clofe  to  this  now  in- 
terrupted caufeway,  the  land  rifcs,  on  each 

fide. 
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fide,  fuddenly  from  the  bafon,  and  is  con- 
tinued round  it  to  the  height  of  feven  hun- 
dred feet.  In  divers  parts  of  the  flanting 
fides  of  this  funnel  near  the  water's  edge, 
and  in  the  caufeway  which  divides  it  from 
the  fea,  were  difcovered  fcveral  fprings  of 
hot  water.  In  one  of  thefe  fprings  was 
immerfed  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  which, 
in  the  air  flood  at  (ixty  two  degrees,  af- 
cended  immediately  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety  fix.  In  another  it  rofe  to  two  hun- 
dred and  four  degrees  ; — and  the  bulb  of 
the  thermometer  being  applied  to  a  crevice, 
from  which  iffued  a  fmall  ftream,  it  af- 
cended,  in  lefs  than  a  minute,  to  the  boil* 
ing  point  or  two  hundred  and  twelve  de- 
grees. One  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  party, 
with  a  hook  and  line,  caught  fome  fi(h  out 
of  the  bafon,  and  let  them  drop  into  the  hot 
fpring  adjoining  ;  where,  in  fifteen  minutes, 
they  were  boiled  fit  for  eating. 

L#argebedsof  mofres(w^r(:Z>^«//^  and  lyco- 
podiurri)  were  growing  exuberantly  in  fome 
places,  in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  hot  fprings; 

H  3  in 
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in  Others  were  obferved  veins  of  vitrified 
matter  burnt  but  not  fufed\  and  beautiful 
pieces  of  Zeolite  were  difcovered  in  fbme 
of  the  rocks.  Several  craters  were  alfo 
perceived  ;  the  largeft  was  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  ifland,  now  full  of  water,  ex* 
ceeding  in  diameter  thofe  of  Etna  or  Vefu* 
vius.  Thefe,  and  other  appearances  con* 
firmed  the  idea,  that  the  ifland  of  Am- 
flerdam  had  experienced  fubterraneous  fires, 
evinced  by  various  volcanic  eruptions. 

This  volcanic  inflammation  is  percep- 
tible,  in  the  day  time,  only  by  its  fmokc ; 
but  at  night,  from  the  fhip*s  decks,  were 
feen,  upon  the  heights  of  the  ifland,  feve- 
ral  corufcant  fires  burfling  out  of  the 
crannies  of  the  earth,  refembling,  in  fbme 
refpeds,  but  exceeding  the  nightly  flames 
ifTuing  from  ignited  coal  pits. 

Except  one,  all  the  fprings,  or  refer- 
voirs,  of  hot  water  were  brackifh, — One 
fpring,  whofe  fource-is  \\\  the  high  ground 
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or  ridges  of  tbe  crater,  is  a  pretty  ftrong 
chalybeate;  and  fmall  incruftatiot>s  of 
ochre  were  feen  adhering  to  the  fides  of  the 
rock  whence  it  ifTues,  as  well  as  into  the 
cavity  into  which  it  falls. — ^This  is  thfc 
water  ufed  by  thofe  five  feamen,  who  arc 
reconciled,  by  habit,  to  its  tafte ;  and  feel 
no  inconvenience,  whatever,  from  its  uie* 

This  ifland  lies  in  thirty  eight  degrees 
forty  two  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and 
feventy  fix  degrees  fifty  four  minutes  eaft 
lcMigitude.«  The  magnetic  variation,  in  the 
great  .crater,  was  nineteen  degrees  fifty 
minutes  weftward  of  the  north  pole.  The 
length  of  the  ifland  from  north  to  fouth 
rather  exceeds  four  miles ;  its  breadth 
from  eafi:  to  weft  about  two  and  a  half 
miles,  and  its  circumference  eleven  miles,-~ 
comprifing  a  furface  of  eight  fquare  miles ; 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  was  covered 
with  a  fertile  foil. 

Among  the  different  kinds  of  fifh  with 
which   this    ifland     abounded,    none   was 

H  4  more 
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more  reliihed  than  a  fpecies  of  the  cod^ 
whether  eaten  frefli  or  faked. — Cray  fifti 
were  caught  upon  the  bar  by  hand  ;  and  at 
the   ftiip's    anchorage    in   baikets.      That 

w 

fpecies  of  the  penguin,  partaking,  by'  its 
fcale- like  feathers,  and  (in-like  wings,  of  the 
iilhy  tribe,'  called  by  Linnaeus  chryfocoraa^ 
is  found  here  in  abundance. 

With  refpeft  to  birds,  there  was  a  lefs 
variety.  Of  the  larger  were  feveral  fpe- 
cies of  the  albatrofs,  and  the  fierce  and 
voracious  black  petrel,  the  proceHaria  egui- 
nofiialis  of  Linnaeus,  This  bird  is  a  more 
fatal  enemy  to  the  blue  petrel  of  Amfter- 
dam,  the  procellaria  forfleri^  than  to  the 
albatrofs.  It  evifcerates  the  former,  and 
devours  only  the  hc^rt  and  liver;  ipany 
were  found  upon  the  ifland  in  this  ftate. — 
But  the  moft  beautiful  of  the  feathered  tribe 
was  the  filver  bird,  or  fierna  hirundo^  the 
fize  of  a  large  fwallow,  with  a  forked  tail. 

The  blue  petrel,  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
pigeon,    and  the  fifli  caught  by  angling, 

conftituted 
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Conftitute<]  the  principal  food  of  the  fed* 
catchers,  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  ifland. 
But  for  thefe,  they  muft  have  periflied.— 
They  had  been  here  fince  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember,  and  were  left  with  a  fcanty  ftock  of 
provifions.  They  were  fupplied  with  many 
efculent  roots  from  the  Lion  and  Hindoilan ; 
and  befides  potatoes,  the  gardeners  planted 
around  their  hut,  various  kinds  of  veget* 
ables,  which  may  not  only  prove  a  feafbnable 
relief  to  them,  but  alfo  to  their  fuccefTors 
upon  the  ifland. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Paul  lay  in  fight,  and  to* 
the  northward.  It  prefented  no  very  high 
land  nor  conic  rifings.  Report  fays  it  abounds 
with  fre(h  water  ;  but  there  is  no  good  an* 
chorage  near  it,  nor  any  fafe'or  convenient 
landing  place.  The  (hips  got  under  way,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  fecond  of  February  loft 
fight  of  both  iflands. 

For  fome  time  the  fquadron  failed  in  high 
fouthern  latitudes ;  but  a  favourable  breeze 
fpringing  up,  they  took  an  oblique  courfe  to 
the  north  eaft^  as  well  to  get  into  the  Straits 

of 
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of  Sundi,  as  to  have  the  better  chance  of 
falliag  in  with  ihips  homeward  bound.  The 
ftm*s  vertical  heat  was  moderated  by  frelK 
breezes ;  the  tropical  birds  then  made  their 
appearance ;  and  feveral  water  fpouts,  fome 
refembling  jets  d*eaux,  others  very  fimilar  to 
the  blowing  of  a  whale,  prefentcd  themfelve^ 
to  view,  and  feemed  to  reach  the  lowered 
clouds. 

The  fcu^vy  now  began  to  afiefl:  the  crews 
of  both  (hips,  notwithflanding  the  befl:  means 
taken  for  the  prefervation  of  their  health* 
Marinated  cabbage,  called  four  crout,  was 
mixed  with  their  food,  and  a  beverage  admi* 
niftercd  to  them  from  the  efferice  of  malt. 

The  Lion  and  Hindoflan  having  fpread 
more  than  ufual,  the  better  to  accomplifh 
their  wifhes,  now  feparated,  for  the  firfttimc 
fince  they  left  England  ;  but  the  rendezvous. 
North  liland,  had  been  previoufly  appointed. 

On  the  twenty  fifth  of  February,  1793, 
Java  head ^  the   moft   wefterly  point  of  the 

ifland 
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ifland  of  that  name,  was  difcovered  by  the 
officers  of  the  Lion ;  and,  not  long  after 
Prince's  ifland,  which  is  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Straits  of  Sunda.  Thefe  Straits  are  fornw^ 
ed  by  the  proximity  of  the  fouth  cz£t  part  of 
the  great  ifland  of  Sumatra  to  that  of  the 
north  weft  of  Java.  They  are  interfperfed 
with  a  number  of  fmall  ifles,  rich  and  gay 
in  appearance. 

The  two  great  iflands,  Sumatra  and  Java^ 
are  low,  and  marfhy  towards  the  fhore,  but 
afterwards  rife  gradually  to  the  interior  of 
the  country ;  affording  every  variety  of 
landfcape.  In  the  middle  of  the  Strait  is 
a  fxnall  ifland  named,  from  its  iituation; 
Thwart-the-way ;  and  two  fmaller  called, 
appropriately,  Cap  and  Button.  Thefe  have 
ileep  and  naked  fides  ;  but  mpft  of  the  others 
are  level,  founded  upon  beds  of  coral,  and 
covered  with  trees. 

A  white  fandy  beach  encompafles  fome  of 
the  fmaller  iflands,  which  have  numerous 
thickets  clofe  to  the  water's  edge ;   and  on 

the 
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the  outfide  are  flioals'^  upon  which  multitudes 
of  little  aquatic  animals,  are  fagacioufly  bufied 
in  conflru£ting  calcareous  habitations  for  their 
protection.  Thefe  gradually  emerging  out, 
and  rifing  above  the  furface  of,  the  water,  by 
the  adventitious  adhefion  of  floating  vegetable 
matters,  plafticly  giving  birth  to  plants  and 
trees,  either  become  new  iflands,  or  augment 
thofe  already  produced  by  the  fame  means. 

The  Lion  found  the  Hindoftan  at  anchor 
in  North.  Ifland,  one  of  thefe  coralline  pro* 
dudions.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  (he 
bad  fallen  in  with  one  of  the  Baft  India  Com* 
pany*s  Ihips,  returning  from  China.  She 
had  brought  difpatches  from  the  Company's 
Commiffioners  at  Canton,  addrefled  to  the 
EmbafTador ;  and  after  waiting  ten  days  for 
his  Excellency  at  Batavia,  were  left  there  for 
him. 

« 

On  receiving  this  information,  both  (hips 
immediately  fhaped  their  courfe  thither,  and 
the  pafiage  was  productive  of  much  pleafure. 
The  fea  had  fcarce  an  undulation  ;  and  clu fi- 
lers 


TO  CHINA.  109 

tcrs  of  coral  iflands  fprang  in  view.  Quanti- 
ties of  zoophiles  were  dragged  from  the  iea, 
ibme  of  a  flefhy,  and  fbme  of  a  leathery  tex- 
ture. The  corals  were  of  vaft  mafles^  and  of 
numerous  fpecies,  the  tnadrepora^  celltpora^ 
and  tubipora ;  of  various  fliapes,  flat,  round, 
and  branched ;  and  of  the  feveral  colours, 
blue,  white,  and  brown  ;  but  none  red,  ex- 
cept the  tubularia  mufica. 

On  the  fixth  of  March  the  (hips  anchored 
in  Batavia  road,  fituatcd  in  fix  degrees  ten 
minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  a  hundred  and  fix 
degrees  fifty  one  minutes  eaft  longitude ;  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  about  half  a  degree 
to  the  weftward  of  the  Pole. 

The  road  is  very  capacious,  and  hps  a 
fafe  anchorage  for  (hipping,  it  being  protected 
from  any  fwell  by  a  circular  range  of  iflands* 
Several  Chinefe  junks  were  riding  at  an- 
chor ;  and  the  vaft  quantity  of  Dutch  ve(rels 
lying  before  the  city,  announced  it  as  their 
chief  place  of  trade,  as  well  as  their  principal 

feat  of  government. 
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Notwithftanding  the  £mbaiIador*$  mifnoil 
had  excited  great  alarms,  his  Excellency  firft 
received  the  compliments  of  the  Dutch  go- 
vernment on  board,  and  was  afterwards  flat* 
tered  oa  fhore  with  diftinguifhed  honours. 

His  Excellency  explained  away  their  ap- 
prehenfions  by  afluring  them,  that  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Great  Britain  had  offered  to  the 
States  General  its  mediatorial  affiftance,  if 
neceflary,  on  behalf  of  their  trade*  The 
Council,  who  had  been  ignorant  of  this  prof-^ 
fer^  acknowledged  their  intentions  of  coun« 
terafting  the  Embafiy ;  and  refolved  to  fend 
toimediate  inflru^lions  to  Canton,  for  uniting 
with,  inflead  of  oppofing  the  efl^rts  of  thtf 
Embaffador  ;  whence  it  was  expected,  that 
every  other  nation  trading  to  China,  would 
ultimately  be  benefited. 

The  difpatches  which  his  Excellency  re- 
ceived here  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
£aft  India  Company,  at  Canton,  portended 
his  honoicrable  reception  at  the  court  of 
Pekin.      The    Commiflioners    flrated    that, 

"  having 


TO  CHINA.  Ill 

"  having  applied  to  two  of  the  principal  mlBr- 
chants  to  folicit  their  audience  from  the 
Fouyea  or  Governor  of  Canton,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Viceroy  of  the  province,  in  order 
to  deliver  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Chairman 
of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  £aft  India 
Company ;  thofe  merchants  readily  guefled 
that  the  letter  related  to  the  Embafly,  of 
which  the  rumour  had  fpread  among  them  ; 
and  exprefled  fbme  degree  of  appreheniiont 
left  the  meafure  might,  in  its  confequences, 
zffcQ.  the  trade,  property,  or  perfonal  fecurity 
of  the  native  merchants  at  Canton ;  but  that 
the  Commiflioners  affured  them  that  it  would 
rather  be  produftivc  of  good  than  of  ill  confe- 
quences  to  all  the  trading  part  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  that  the  motives  of  the  Embafly  were 
anxioufly  enquired  into,  ort  the  part  of  the  of- 
ficers of  government,  as  a  preliminary  ftep  to 
the  audience  required  by  the  Commiflioners, 
who  declared  that  nothing  farther  was  intend-' 
ed  than  to  efFe6l  a  ftrifter  friendfliip  between 
the  courts  of  London  and  Pekin,  and  an  in- 
crcafe  of  that  intercourfe,,  which  had  been  car- 
ried on  for^  many  years,  to  the  advantage  of 

both 
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both  nations ;  that  this  explanation  was  pro* 
bably  fatisfadlory,  as  the  day  for  their  recep- 
tion was  fixed  at  an  earlier  period  than  could 
have  been  expeftcd,  from  the  procraftinating 
and  fuperftitious  temper  of  the  Chinefe  ;  that 
a  meffage  afterwards,  however,  was  fent  by 
the  Governor  to  learn  the  rank  and  lituation 
pf  the  perfon  from  whom  the  letter  came ; 
and  whether  he  was  a  fervant  of  the  King, 
and  held  an  ofRce  under  his  feal ;  that  in 
anfwer  it  was  faid,  that  the  letter,  though 
not  written  by  an  immediate  fervant  of  the 
King,  was  fent  to  the  Viceroy  with  his 
Majefty's  knowledge,  to  announce  the  ap- 
proach  of  his  EmbafTador  to  Pekin ;  that  in 
confequence,  however,  of  the  letter  not  hav- 
ing been  written  by  an  immediate  officer  of 
the  crown,  nor  to  be  delivered  by  perfons  in 
its  fervice,  but  in  that  only  of  the  Company, 
obje£lions  arofe  to  the  intended  form  of  their 
l"cccption ;  but  as  any  conteft  about  cere- 
mony might  have  been  followed  by  a  refufal 
to  receive  the  letter,  till  an  anfwer  could  be 
obtained  from  Pekin,  which  was  a  fubterfuge 
which  the  Hoppo  or  mandarine  more  imme- 
diately 
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diately  connefted  with  Europeans,  and  intcr- 
efted  in  preventing  reprefentations  of  any 
kind  from  reaching  Pekin,  betrayed  a  difpo- 
fition  of  urging  to  the  Fouyen,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  deliver  the  letter  in  any  manner 
that  might  be  prefcribed.  It  became  necef- 
fary,  likewife^  to  communicate  its  contents ; 
and  it  was  with  no  fmall  trouble  and  dif- 
ficulty that  the  Chinefe  merchants,  who 
were  the  only  interpreters,  could  be  brought 
to  comprehend  the  particulars  of  the  letter, 
and  the  real  obje£k  of  the  Embafly.  The 
want  of  a  competent  linguifl,  and  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  encouragement  to  attain  the  Chinefe 
language,  under  the  obftacles  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  fuch  a  purfuit,  were,  perhaps,  never 
fo  apparent  as  on  this  occafion;  and  the 
Englifli  commiffioners  could  not  but  lament 
'the  want  of  an  interpreter  of  their  own 
nation,  capable  of  conceiving  and  rendering 
the  fpirit  of  the  letter,  and  of  carrying  on 
with  advantage  a  conference  both  delicate 
and  important.  That  it  ended,  however, 
in  a  promife  that  the  letter  (hould  be  for- 
warded  tp  the   Emperor;     and   the   refult 
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madekuown  to  them  through  the  Chinefe 
merchants.     That   accordingly^   fome  time 
afterwards,   his   Imperial  Majefty*s  pleafure 
was  pubhfhed  on   the   fubjefb  in   an  edi£| 
declaring  his   fatisfaftion  of  the   Embafly} 
and  giving  orders  that  pilots  (hould  he  pro- 
perly  Rationed   to    conduct    the    (hips,   in 
which  the  Embaflador  and  the  prefents  from 
the  King  of  Great   Britain  were  expected, 
into  the  Port  of  Tien-fing,   or  any  other 
they  might  think  more  convenient,  or  (hould 
prefer.'*     The   Commidioners   added,    that 
*'  the  iaipre(fion  looked  for  from  the  Em- 
bady  had  already  taken  place  on  the  officers 
of  government  at  Canton.     Lefs  interruption 
to  foreign  trade,  and  a  more  ready  attention 
to  the  reprefentations  of  the  Commiflioners, 
were   vtry  apparent;    and  the  Hoppo  was 
already  faid   to  have  in   contemplation    to 
aboli(h  the  extravagant  charges  at  Macao,  by 
which  means  one  of  the  principal  impofitioas 
on  foreigners  would  be  fupprefled." 

The  Batavian  government,  on  the  commu- 
nication of  thefe  difpatches,  in  which  they 

felt 
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ich  themfelves  intcrefted,  refolved  to  cele- 
brate the  anniverfary  of  the  birth  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  Stadt holder  of  the  United 
Provinces,  with  additional  feftivities,  and 
increafed  fplendour,  to  which  the  £mbaf&dor 
and  his  fuite  were  invited.— A  falute  of 
twenty-one  guns  was  fired  from  the  Lion 
the  eighth  of  March,  on  the  occafion,  and  it 
was  on  that  day  his  Excellency  firft  went 
on  fhore. 

The  entertainment  took  place  at  the  houfe 
of  the  Governor  General,  a  fliort  diftance 
from  town;  an  avenue  of  trees,  bordered  by 
canals,  lead  to  .the  fpot.^^On  one  fide,  the 
tinexpe£ted  exhibition  of  the  humours  of  a 
Flemish  fair,  arrefted  the  time  and  attentioa 
of  fome  of  the  guefts ;  while,  on  the  other, 
a  drama  was  performing,  by  feveral  Chinefe 
a6:ors,  in  a  cart  or  pulpitum,  faid  to  be  the 
original  or  fcene  of  dramatic  reprefentation.— 
A  grand  ball  preceded  the  banquet ;  and  fplen- 
did  illuminations  and  artificial  fireworks  were 
difplayed  in  the  garden. 

I  2  The 
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The  city  of  Batavia,  (ituated  amidfl:  fwaifips 
and  flagnated  pools,  independent  of  climate^ 
and  inattention  to  cleanlinefs,  is,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  moft  unwholefome  places  in  the 
univerfe. — ^The  morning  fea-breeze  ulhers 
in  noxious  vapours,  and  the  meridian- fun<-^ 
deleterious  miafmata.  The  wan  and  languid 
appearance  of  the  people,  and  the  obituary 
of  the  public  hofpitals,  which  recognized 
nearly  a  hundred  thoufand  deaths  within  the 
laft  twenty  years,  are  melancholy  proofs  of  the 
aflertion,  and  proclaim  it,  with  juftnefs,  the 
Grave  of  Europeans.    Note  III. 

The  acknowledged  unhealthinefs  of  Bata* 
via,  notwithftanding  the  inducement  of  a 
rapid  acquifition  of  fortune,  difcourages  Eu- 
ropeans from  going  thither,  if,  by  any  poffible 
means,  they  can  remain  comfortably  at 
home.— This  accounts  for  the  prepoftcrous 
unfitnefs  with  which  offices  and  profeffions 
are  filled  and  perfonated.  There  were  two 
men  in  the  place,  originally  barbers;  the 
oneafted  as  clergyman,  for  the  good  the 
foul, — the  other— as  phyfician  for  that  of 

the  body. 

The 
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The  feafoa  which  contributes  moft  to 
healthy  or,  rather,  which  arrefts  or  retards  the 
progrcfs  of  death,  is  from  March  to  No- 
yemben  The  fea  breeze  commences  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  remains  till 
about  four  in  the  afternoon.  A  calm  then 
fucceeds  till  about  eight,  when  the  land 
breeze  fets  in,  and,  except  now  and  then  a 
few  intervening  calms,  is  ftationary  till  dayr 
break ;  from  which  time,  till  about  ten 
o'clock,  there  is  fcarcely  a  breath  of  wind. 
During  the  Lion^s  ftay  in  Batavia  road,  the 
thermometer  was  from  eighty  fix  to  eighty 
eight  degrees ;  but  in  the  town  it  was  two 
degrees  highert 

Difeafes  of  the  teeth,  which  prevail  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe,  are  ftrangers  to 
the  native  Javanefe,  who  principally  fubfift 
on  vegetable  food.  But  fo  capricious  is  man- 
kind with  regard  to  tafie^  that  what  would 
appear  difgufting  if  not  difgraceful  to  an 
European,  black  teethy  is  with  them  confi- 
dered  as  the  ftandard  o{  beauty.  Accordingly, 
th^y  feduloufly  paint  their  tee^h  ajl  blapk,  of 
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the  deepeft  hue,  the  two  anterior  ones  in  the 
middle  excepted,  and  thefe  they  cover  with 
gold  ieqf.^^The  operation  is  repeated,  as  often 
as  is  neceffary,  to  keep  them  in  that  ftate ; 
and  they  compare  thofe  to  monkeys  who 
preferve  them  in  their  natural  colour. 

The  fortifications  of  Batavia,  which  at  firft 
view  fecmed  to  imply  great  ftrength,  would 
not^  in  Europe,  be  confidered  as  formidable. 
And  it  fhould  be  obferved,  that  one  of  the 
Counfellors  of  the  Indies,  who  had  exerted 
his  military  talents  to  guard  the  fettlement 
from  external  attacks,  declared  that  their 
chief  dependence  was  upon  the  havoc  which 
the  climate,  and  noxious  air  of  the  atmo* 
fphere  were  likely  to  make  upon  the  enemy's 
forces, 

V 

The  troops  on  the  eflablUhment  were 
twelve  hundred  Europeans,  of  whom  eleven 
hundred  were  infantry,"  the  reft  artillery.—* 
There  were,  befides,  three  hundred  volun- 
teers  of  the  town,  not  difciplined,  formed 
into  two   companies.     The  irregulars  coq- 
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fifted  of  carolled  natives  of  Java,  who  were 
never  embodied,  and  of  Chinefe ;  in  all  very 
numerous:  Add  to  this,  every  perfon  who 
becomes  a  fettler  at  Bntavia,  is  compelled  to 
take  up  arms  in  its  defence. 

The  caftle  is  conftrufted  of  coral  rock, 
and  the  town  wall,  partly,  of  denfe  lava  from 
the  mountains  in  the  centre  of  the  liland, 
not  unlike  that  of  Vefuvius.  There  is  no 
ftone  of  any  fort  difcovered  for  miles  behind 
the  city  of  Java.— The  marble  and  granite, 
ufcd  here  in  various  edifices,  are  conveyed 
thither  from  China  in  veffels  called  junks* 
Thefe  fail  from  the  ports  of  the  provinces  of 
Canton  and  Fokien,  and  are  moflly  laden 
with  tea,  (ilks,  and  porcelain. 

The  Dutch  fettlers  in  this  place,  acquiring 
wealth  and  influence  under  the  Company, 
negleft  their  former  habits  of  induftry  and 
temperance,  and  too  often  facrifice  health, 
and  fometimes  life,  to  indolence  and  volup- 
tuoufnefs.  Convivial  pleafures,  in  parti* 
cular,  are  carried   to  excefs. — In  many  re* 

I  4  fpeilable 
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fpeStdhlc  houfes,  fifli  and  flefli  are  fcrved  with 
tea  and  coffee,  for  breakfaft ;  very  foon  after 
this,  gin,  claret,  Madeira,  Dutch  j[inall  beer, 
and  Engliih  porter  are  placed  in  the  portico 
of  the  great  hall ;  and  pipes  and  tobaccp 
ferved  to  eyery  gueft,  with  a  brafs  jar  to 
receive  the  phlegna.  In  this  they  are  bufied 
with  little  interruption,  till  near  the  hour  of 
dinner,  which  is  one  o'clock. 

Juft  before  dinner,  each  gueft  is  ferved 
with  a  bumper  of  Madeira  wine,  as  a  whetter 
or  bracer :  two  men  flaves  attend  for  this 
purpofe.  Afterwards  enter  three  female 
flaves ;  one  holds  a  filver  jar  containing  rofe, 
or  common  water  to  wafli  with,-T-a  fecond— r 
an  empty  filver  bafon,  with  a  cover,  to  re- 
ceive the  water  after  having  ufed  it ;  and  the 
third  has  towels  to  wipe  the  hands  with. — 
Other  female  flaves  wait  at  table,  which  is 
covered  with  a  variety  of  diflies ;  but  with 
(lomachs  fo  cloyed,  little  is  received  into 
them  except  liqueures.  A  band  of  mufic, 
all  flaves,  play  at  a  fmall  diftance,  during  the 
repaft.     Coffee  immediately  fucceeds  dinner, 

an4 
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and  foon  after  they  retire  to  bed,  confifling 
only  of  a  mattrefs,  bolfter,  pillow,  and  a 
chintz  counterpane,  but  no  (heets  ;  an<^  thp 
night  drefs,  confiding  of  a  muflin  cap,  and  4 
long  loofe  gown,  is  put  oi).  If  he  be  a  ba- 
chelor, a  female  (lave  attends  to  fan  him 
during  his  fleep.- — About  fix  they  rife  and 
drefs;  drink  tea;  take  an  airing  in  their 
carriage,  and  form  parties  to  fpend  the  evea- 

ing- 

The  morning  meetings  are  feldom  attended 
by  the  ladies.  Moft  of  thefe  are  defcended 
from  Dutch  fettlers,  and  their  education  has 
l)y  no  means  bepn  negledled.  The  features 
and  contour  of  their  faces  &re  European  ; 
^ut  their  complexion  and  characTjer  Javanefe^ 
The  tint  of  the  rofe  is  an  alien  to  the  cheek, 
while  pale  languor  obfets  the  countenance. — • 
Whe*  at  home  they  are  clothed,  like  their 
(laves,  in  a  red,  checkered  gown,  of  cotton, 
^efcending  to  the  ancles,  with  long  wide 
fleeves. — ^Thc  colour  of  their  hair  ]6  moftly 
black ;  worn  in  plaits  or  treffes,  fafl:ened  with 
^  ^Ivpr  hodkin  ot)  the  top  of  the  head,  like 
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the  peafants  of  Switzerland ;  they  wear  no 
head-drefs;  and  their  hair  is  occafionally 
polished  with  the  oil  of  the  cocoa-nut,  and 
decorated  with  chaplets  of  flowers. 

When  abroad  on  morning  vifits,— out  on 
airings  in  their  carriages^-^^^or  engaged  in 
parties  on  evenings,  they  drefs  fplendidly  in 
gold  and  (ilver-fpangled  muflin  robes,  with 
their  hair,  unpowdered,  adorned  with  a  pro- 
fufion  of  jewels.  They  are  not  folicitous  to 
mold  the  (hape,  from  fancied  elegance,  at  the 
expence  of  eafe ;  neither  are  they  guided  by 
any  ftandard  of  fafhiont 

Every  native  lady  takes  abroad  with  her  a 
female  flave,  handfomely  drefled ;  who,  on 
her  miftrefs  being  fcated,  fits  before  her  on 
the  floor,  holding  in  her  hand  a  gold  or  filver 
box,  containing  a  pungent  mafticatory.  It 
is  compounded  of  areca  nut,  cardamoni  feeds^ 
pepper,  tobacco,  and  flacked  lime,  rolled 
within  a  betel  leaf,  and  is  in  general  ufe 
among  the  ladies* 

If,  when  at  public  aflemblies,  the  ladies 
feel  themfelves  incommoded  by  heat,  whether 

occafioned 
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occaiioned  by  their  drefs  or  not,  they  with- 
draw, and  change  their  coilly  robes  for  a 
loofe  attire,— The  younger  gentlemen  follow 
the  example,  and  fubftitute  white  jackets, 
often  with  diamond  buttons,  for  their  heavy 
formal  veftments :— and  the  Elders  of  the 
Council  quit  their  periwigs  and  put  on 
nightcaps. 

The  members  of  this  government,  but  on 
thefe  occafions,  have  always  combined  their 
perfonal  gratification  with  the  eaftern  policy 
of  ftriking  vulgar  minds  with  reverential 
awe,  by  aflViming  external  and  excluiive  dif* 
tinftions.  They,  alone,  for  inftance,  are 
privileged  to  wear  abroad,  crimfon  velvet ; 
to  them,  only,  one  of  the  city  gates  is 
opened ;-»— their  carriages  have  diftinguiftiing 
heraldic  ornaments ;  and  others,  meeting 
them,  muft  flop  and  pay  them  homagCt 
They  certainly  do  fucceed  in  maintaining  ab« 
folute  power,  not  only  oyer  the  defcendants 
of  the  aborigines  of  the  country,  but  likewife 
over  the  flaves  imported  into  it,  and  the  Chi« 
nefq  attra<n:cd  thither  iatbe  hope  of  gain. 

The 
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The  native  Javanefe  were  formerly  go^ 
verned  by  as  many  petty  Kings  as  there  were 
large  towns ;  but  their  number  has  been  di- 
miniflied.  At  prefent,  the  Sultan  of  Mar 
taram  rules  to  the  eafl,  the  King  of  Bantam  to 
the  weft,  while  nearly  the  whole  coaft  and 
^fFeftive  power  are  in  the  hands  of  Holland. 
Thefe  people  are  reprefented  fierce,  proud, 
and  barbarous  ;  very  remote  from  civilijsation. 
No  attempt,  however  is  made  to  enflave  their 
perfons ;  and  they  find  the  Putch  govern-? 
meat  lefs  tyrannic  than  that  of  others  who 
ihare  fome  portion  of  the  fovereignty  of  the 
\  ifland  with  them.  Thofe  other  fovereigns 
are  the  defcendants  of  foreigners  who  brought 
the  Mahometan  religion  with  them  to  Java ; 
but  there  are  a  few  mountaineers  excepted, 
who  have  maintained  their  independence  ahd 
their  faith,  and  with  other  articles  the  tranf-i 
migration  of  fouls, 

Thofe  Mahometan  princes,  being  all  de- 
fpots,  do  not  rule  in  the  hearts  of  their  fub- 
jefts.  According  to  Dutch  accounts,  the  ty- 
rannic fway  of  the  Emperor  is  fupported  by 

prodigious 


prodigeous  armies  throughout  his  territories, 
and  by  a  very  confiderable  female  guard  about 
his  perfon.  Thefe  heroines  are  train  d  to  a  do- 
meftic^  as  well  as  to  a  military  life,  among 
whom  many,  from  mental  accomplifliments, 
are  the  companions  as  well  as  attendants  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty.  If  the  fame  accounts 
be  correft,  that  the  number  of  female  births 
in  Java,  furpaffes  that  of  the  males,  the  lingu- 
lar inflitution  abovementioned  may  have  ori- 
ginated from  the  facility  of  obtaining  recruits. 

The  ifland  of  Celebes,  to  the  eaftward  of 
Borneo,  and  fome  other  eaftern  iflands  fup- 
ply  Java  with  flaves  ;  and  though  a  change 
of  matter  may  not  have  generally  aggravated 
their  condition,  yet  fome  among  them,  who, 
before  they  were  made  captives,  lived  in  a 
ftate  of  independence,  have  been  known  to 
take  offence  on  the  (lightefl  occaiions.  and  to 
avenge  themfelves  by  affaffination.  Under 
this  apprehen(ion  it  is,  that  female  flaves  are 
preferred  in  Batavia,  for  every  ufe  to  which 
they  can  be  applied,  and  their  number,  of 
courfe,  exceeds  that  of  the  males. — The  me- 
thod,. 


thod  of  wreaking  their  revenge  is  this  t  tii 
order  to  pofTefs  themfelves  of  artificial  cou« 
jage,  they  fwallow  a  more  than  ordinary  dofe 
of  opium,  which  foon  renders  them  frantic 
and  defperate*  In  this  ftate,  they  not  only 
ftab  the  objefts  of  their  hatred,  but,  in  their 
phrenzy.  Tally  forth  and  affail,  in  the  fame 
manner,  every  perfon  they  meet,  till  felf* 
prefcrvation  renders  it  a  duty  to  deftroy  them* 
Indeed,  fuch  is  the  moral  turpitude  of  man- 
kind, that  inftances  are  not  more  frequent 
among  the  (laves,  than  among  the  free  natives 
of  the  country,  who,  without  prudence  to  guide 
them  in,  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  or  forti- 
tude to  bear  them  up  againfl  its  common  ac« 
cidents, — ^from  the  anguifh  of  lofing  theii* 
friends,  or  their  money  or  property,  madly 
adopt  the  fame  remedy,  and  produce  the  like 
dreadful  e£Fe£ts» 

The  Chinefe,  too,  are  fondly  attached  to 
gaming  as  well  as  opium;  but  by  inftilling 
into  their  minds  cautious  principles,  the  fame 
latent  difpofition  in  them  is  curbed,  and  they 
have  been  deterred  from  lapfing  into  fimilar  ex- 
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ccffes.— However  they  may  be  difpofed,  they 
are  more  capable  of  forming  defigns  agaiiift 
the  Government*  They  are  faid  to  be  now  as 
numerous  as  they  were  in  1 740,  when  they 
joined  in  a  revolt  againft  the  Europeans,  un« 
4^  the  command  of  a  pretended  defcendaat 
of  Jthe  Emperor  of  China ;  but  they  were  re- 
pldfed  and  difarmed.  The  alarm,  notwith- 
flanding,  was  fo  great  that,  under  orders  of 
the  Dutch,  twenty  thoufand  Chinefe,  men^ 
women,  and  children,  were  maflacred,  and 
their  effects  fcized.  The  Direftors  of  the 
Company  in  Holland  execrated  the  horrid 
deed.  They  feared  the  Emperor  of  China's 
indignation ;  and  apologizing  on  the  ground 
of  neceffity,  were  agreeably  furpriied  wboi 
he  returned  them  the  followitig  anfwer ;  that 
^^  he  was  little  folicitous  for  the  fate  of  un« 
worthy  fubjefts,  who,  in  the  purfuit  of  lucre, 
had  quitted  their  country,  and  abandoned  the 
tombs  of  their  anceftors.'^ 

.  They  appear,  however,  to  have  the  higheft 
veneration  for  fuch  of  their  anceftors  as  have 
paid  the  debt  of  nature.    A  cemetery  is  ap» 
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propriated  for  their  remains,  and  they  {pite 
no  expence  in  erecting  monuments  to  their 
memory. — The  head  of  every  family,  not  a 
pauper,  has  a  feparate  vault ;  and  w^hen  a 
Chinefe  of  refpedability  dies,  the  melancholy 
event  is  announced  to  the  furviving  relatives* 
The  body  of  the  deceafed  is  waflied  and  per- 
fumed ;  and  after  putting  on  its  beft  apparel, 
it  is  featcd  in  a  chair,  before  which  the  wives, 
children,  and  relations  proftrate  themfelves 
and  weep  bitterly.  A  table,  fpread  with  fruit 
and  various  difhes,  with  a  defert,  is  laid  be- 
fore the  corpfe,  and  wax  figures  placed  on 
each  fide,  as  its  attendants. — On  the  third 
day  the  corpfe  is  put  into  a  coffin,  and  placed 
in  one  of  the  beft  apartments  hung  round, 
on  this  occafion,  with  wiife  linen^  the  colour 
of  their  mourning.  An  altar  is  raifed  in  the 
middle  of  the  room ;  they  place  the  portrait 
of  the  Meceafed  upon  it,  and  burn  incenfe 
near  it.  The  fons,  drefTed  in  coarfe  white 
linen,  iland  near  the  coffin,  and  mapifefl 
every  token  of  forrow,  while  the  mother  and 
female  relatives  are  heard  to  bewail  behind 
a  curtain. 

On 
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On  the  day  of  interment  the  whole  fa- 
mily affcmbles,  and  the  corpfe  is  conveyed 
to  the  grave  with  great  pomp  and  folcm- 
nity.  In  the  firft  proceffion  are  pcrfons 
bearing  iniages  of  men  and  women,  rela- 
tives of  the  family; — images  of  various 
animals;  and  wax.  tapers  and  incenfories. 
Next  follow  the  pricfts,  accompanied  with 
inftruments  of  mufic  ;  and  then  the  corpfe, 
borne  upon  a  bier,  attended  by  the  fbns  of 
the  deceafed,  clothed  in  white,  and  in- 
clining upon  crutches,  as  if  unable,  from 
forrow,  to  fupport  themfelves  erc<ft.  The 
female  relatives  are  carried  in  chairs,  en- 
circled with  white  filk  to  conceal  them  from 
view;  but  their  lamentations  are  uttered 
aloud ;  and  other  women,  trained  to  mimic 
ibrrojv  when  the  heart's  not  fad,  are  hired 
to  howl,  Ihrick,  and  groan,  as  is  the  cuf- 
tom  in  fome  parts  of  Europe. 

The  Chineie,  from  their  induftry  and 
ingenuity,  have  rendered  themfelves  indiA 
penfably  neceflary  to  the  Dutch,  who  ac- 
knowledge  the    fcttlemcnt  could   fcarccly 
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fubfift  without  them. — ^Their  rcfidcncc,  at 
Batavia,  is  in  the  fuburbs,— their  houfes  are 
low,  built  moftly  of  wood,  crammed  with 
people.  Every  fort  of  mechanical  employ^ 
ment  is  done  by  them  ;  in  town,  alfo,  they 
become  clerks,  agents,  or  huckftcrs ;  and 
in  the  country^ — farmers,  particularly  in  the 
cultivatiori  of  the  fiigar  c^e. 

The  fhops  at  Batavia,  refembling  thofe  of 
brokers  dealing  in  fecond-hand  articles,  wcrq 
thinly  fupplied  with  Britilh  merchandize, 
very  unlike  thofe  at  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  a  plain 
proof  that  the  ijitcrior  inhabitants  of  Java 
fire  cither  unable  or  not  willing  to  purchafe 
coftly  manufaftures.  But  there  are  fpa- 
cious  magazines  for  depofiting  the  rich  pro- 
4ufts  of  the  Mqlucco  or  fpice  iflands^  ex- 
ported hence  to  all  parts  of  the  world ;  be- 
fides  fugar,  pepper,  coffee,  and  arrack,  th^ 
produce  of  the  place. 

The  Dutch  Company,  from  an  inor- 
dinate thirft  for  gain,  fiiggcfted  the  idea  of 
pjonopplizing  the  whole  of  the  ipice  trade 

to 
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to  tiiemfelves.  To  efFeft  this,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  the  markets  from  being  overftocked, 
if  reports  arc  to  be  credited,  they  employed 
and  eftablilhed  a  fet  of  men  under  the  appel- 
lation of  'extirpators y  whofe  fole  bufmefs  was 
to  eruncate,  in  whatever  places  they  could 
penetrate,  a  few  fpots  excepted,  every  tree 
which  bears  thofe  valuable  produ(ftions; 
hoping  thus  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  ex- 
clusive (ale  and  property  of  thefe  articles. — 
^hcfe  extirpators  had  torn  up  and  deftroyed 
the  nutmeg  tree  at  all  the  Moluccas,  Banda 
excepted ;  at  which  lafl:  place,  a  iubfequent 
volcanic  eruption  had  nearly  completed  what 
they  had  left  uafiniibed,  by  burying,  in  its 
aihes,  or  otherwise  materially  injuring,  every 
vegetable  produ<5tioii  €^  that  illand. 

The  medical  garden,  at  Batavia,  is  now 
well  (locked  with  the  various  fpice-trees, 
and  the  Delegates  are  become  more  liberal 
in  their  ideas.  A  nutmeg  plant,  and  a  nut, 
in  a  (late  (uppo(ed  capable  of  germination, 
were  prefented  to  a  Gentleman  in  the  Em- 
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baffy,  who  intended  them  for  His  Majefty*s 
Botanic-garden,  at  Kew,  but  an  untoward 
accident  in  the  parage  fruftratcd  the  dc- 
iign, — ^The  hutmcg-tree  is  a  beautiful  vege- 
table ;  its  fruit,  when  freih,  is  nearly  the 
fize  of  a  common  nectarine.  Between  the 
jhell  and  the  outward  rind  is  a  reticulated 
membrane,  or  partitioned  fkin  which,  when 
dried,  is  the  mace :  the  nutmeg,  loft  in  its 
original  ftate,  is  the  kernel  within  the 
fhcll. — ^There  is  alfo  a  clove-tree  in  this 
garden. — ^The  germ  of  its  fruit  with  the 
flower  cup  which  contains  it,  is  the  clove. — 
The  cinnamon-tree  is  known  bv  the  three 
ner\'es,  which  uniformly  divide  the  inner 
lurface  of  its  oval  leaf,  as  well  as  by  the  fra- 
grancy  w  hich  is  difFufed  from  bruifing  any 
of  its  leaves  or  branches,  correfponding  to 
the  odour  of  its  bark. — The  camphor-tree  is 
alfo  here  ;  fo  is  the  pepper,  which  grows  in 
clufters,  like  the  grape,  but  of  a  much  fmallcr 
iize. — ^The  betel  is  a  fpecics  of  the  pepper 
plant,  the  leaf  of  which  is  chewed  by  moft 
of  the  Ibuthem  Afiatics ;  and  fcrves  for  the 
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inclofing  of  a  Tew  bits  or  dices  of  the  areca, 
thence  crroneoufly  called  the  b^tel  nut,  re- 
iembling  in  form  and  tafte,  but  fmaller  when 
dry,  the  common  nutmeg.  The  areca  nut** 
tree  is  the  fmalleft  tribe  of  palm-trees,  but 
next  in  beauty  to  the  mountain  cabbagc-trce  . 
in  the  Weft  Indies. 

A  tree  was  faid  to  be  growing  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  one  of  the  Princes  of  Ja^'a,  fo  veno- 
nious  and  deftrudive  as  to  poilbn  perfons  by 
its  exhalations  at  fomc  miles  diftance.     This 
was  the  fuppofed  Upas^  of  which  the  above 
account  was  given  by  Foerfch,     But  it  was 
nothing  but  a  bold  attempt  to  impofe  on 
the    credulity  of    the    public.-^ Enquiries 
were  made  concerning  it,  and  no  fuch  tree 
\&  known  to  exift  in  the  Ifland.     In  a  differ- 
tation  written  exprefsly  by  a  Dutchman,  the 
ftory  is  refuted^    An  opinion,  however,  pre- 
vails at  Batavia,  that  there  is  in  that  country 
a  vegetable  poifon  {o  fubtile,    that   being 
rubbed  upon  the  daggers  of  the  Javanefe,  it 
renders  a  wound  incurable.     Indeed,  Do<3:or 
Gillan  was  informed  by  one  of  the  keepers 
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of  the  garden^  that  there  was  In  that  col* 
le&ion  a  tree  which  diftilled  a  poifbnou» 
juice ;  but  the  knowledge  of  this  was  kept 
fecret,  left,  by  being  communicated  to  the 
Javanefe,  they  ihould  turn  It  to  an  im« 
proper  ufe. 

The  whole  country  is  richly  ftored  with 
the  choiceft  fmits,  which,  like  all  places 
within  the  tropics,  arc  gathAjcd  throughout 
the  whole  year.  The  mangofteen,  about 
the  iize  of  a  nonpareil,  accounted  the  moft 
delicious  of  all,  was  ripe  in  March.  Its 
rind,  thick  and  firm,  of  a  dark  colour,  con- 
tains from  five  to  feven  ieeds^  of  which  the 
pulp  that  covers  them  is  the  only  part  eaten. 
It  has  a  delicate  iubacid  tafte,  differing  a 
little  from,  but  far  preferable  to  the  fame 
kind  of  pulpy  fubftance  which  inclofes  the 
four-fbp  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Pine  apples 
are  planted  in  large  fields,  carried  to  market 
in  carts  like  turnips,  -and  fold  for  lefs  than  a 
penny  a  piece — Sugar  fetched  only  five- 
pence  a  pound ;  and  provifions  of  all  ibrts 
were  exceedingly  cheap.  Rice,  though  un- 
commonly 
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Commohly  .fcatce  when  the  Lion  was   at 
Batavia,  fold  for  lefe  than  a  penny  a  pound. 

Notwithflanding  the  number  of  noxious 
animals  which  always  abound  in  low,  Warm^ 
marlhy  countries,  few  accidents  were  known 
to  happen  in  this  part.  Thfe  lacertn  iguana, 
or  guana^  a  harmlefs  land  animal,  is  exte*:- 
riorly  formed  like  the  lacerta  crocodilns,  of 
crocodile ;  a  moft  voracious  animal  which 
frequents  the  rivers  and  canals  of  this  coun- 
try. From  being  an  objed  of  feaf,  it  has 
become  an  objeft  of  veneration ;  and  to  this 
day  offerings  are  made  to  it  as  to  a  Deity. 

The  diftrifts  round  Batavia,  fubjeft  to  the 
Dutch,  are  fuppofed  to  comprife  fifty  thou-^ 
fand  families,  enumerating  in  all  thre6  hun- 
dred, thoufand  perfbns.  The  city  of  Bata- 
via  iiiA  fuburbs  contain  eight  thoufand 
houfes.  Thofe  belonging  to  the  Dutch  are 
clean  and  fpacious,  and  built  fiiitably  to  the 
climate.  Both  windows  aftd  doors  are  wide 
and  lofty,  and  the  ground  floors  are  laid 
with   marble.     Many  of  the  houfes  were 

K  4        uninhabited^ 
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uninhabited,  which  with  other  circum- 
fiances  indicated  a  declenfion  of  their  com- 
merce. The  Company's  veflels  were  lying 
in  the  road  without  men  to  navigate,  or  car- 
goes to  fill  them.  They  had  no  ihips  of 
war  to  proteA  their  commerce ;  and  even 
pirates  came  to  the  harbour's  mouth,  and 
attacked  and  carried  off  their  veflels.  They 
wprc,  bcfidcs,  threatened  with  an  invafion 
from  tjic  ifle  of  France,  at  a  time  when  they 
knew  the  place  was  not  in  a  proper  con- 
dition for  defence,  half  the  troops  deftinpd 
for  this  purpofe  being  ill  in  the  hofpitals ; 
and,  lafUy,  Commiilioners  were  expelled 
from  Holland  for  the  reform  of  abufes; 
whofe  prefence  was  as  much  deprecated  as 
that  of  an  enemy. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  gloomy  proipcfts, 
the  Emb^iTador  and  his  fuite  were  treated 
with  every  mark  of  attention  and  refpeft. 
His  Excellency  being  indifpoied,  was  prcfled 
to  remove  from  town  to  a  healthy  ipot 
amidfl  the  mountains ;  but  he  waved  the 
invitation^  and  left  Batavia  on  the  feven- 
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tccnth  of  March,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
Straits  of  Banca. 

In  the  paflage  from  Batavia,  the  Lion 
touched,  upon  a  fmall,  unnoticed,  funkea 
rock,  whofe  apex  was  three  fathoms  under 
water,  but  around  its  bafe  were  fix  or  feven. 
This  circumftance  pointed  out  the  neceffity 
of  fuch  a  tender  as  the  Jackall ;  and  as,  by 
the  difpatchcs  which  the  AmbalTador  re- 
ceived at  Batavia,  the  Company's  Commif- 
{ioners  at  Canton  had  been  difappointed  in 
their  intentions  of  fending  two  Imall  \  effels 
to  precede  th«  Lion  and  Hindoftan,  in  order 
to  found  the  depth  of  water  in  uoknowxi  or 
fufpei^ed  places,  his  Excellency  lent  back  to 
Batavia  and  purchaied  one  which  the  iervice 
required,  and  called  her,  out  of  rcfpeft  to 
l)is  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Dule  of  Clarence. 

After  this  they  fieered  towards  the  open- 
ing which  leads  to  the  Straits  of  Banca. 
The  weftcrn  fide  of  thefe  Straits  is  formed 
by  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  iiland  of  Sumatra, 

whole 
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who/e  fouthem  extremity  forms  the  northern 
fide  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda.  North  illand, 
the  rendezvous  fixed,  in  cafe  of  fcparation, 
is  fituated  nearly  in  the  angle  made  by  thofe 
Straits  abovementioned,  having  at  the  fame 
time  a  view  of  the  Straits  of  Banca ;  and 
the  Lion  had  not  long  returned  to  this  fpot, 
ere  the  Jackall  came  in  fight.  She  had  un- 
'  fortunately  arrived,  both  at  Madeira,  and 
St.  Jago,  a  few  days  at  each  place  after  the 
Lion  had  quitted  them.  She  had  expe- 
rienced many  hardfliips  in  the  pafTage ;  but 
was  loon  ready  to  proceed  to  fea. 

The  monfoon  being  adverfe,  and  many 
of  the  feamen  fickly,  the  Ihips  kept  moving 
about  the  coafts  of  Java  and  Sumatra,  to 
difcover  the  cool  eft  and  hcalthieft  fpots. 
During  this  period  obfcrvations  were  taken, 
in  order  to  afcertain  the  accuracy  of  former 
charts  of  the  northern  entrance  into  the 
Straits  of  Sunda,  from  which  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  following  places  were 
determined : 

Pulo 
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South  Latitude. 

Eaft  Longitude. 

Pulo  Salier 

5°  50' 

30" 

105°  50' 

30" 

Nicholas  Point 

5    50 

40 

105   54 

30 

Java  Head 

0  47 

104   50 

30 

The  three  Sifters 

5    42 

105   41 

30 

Thwart-thc-way 

5    55 

105  43 

North  Ifland 

5    38 

105  43 

30 

Angeree  Point 

0      2 

105  47 

30 

Cap 

5    58 

30 

105  48 

30 

Button 

5   4Q 

105  48 

30 

There  were  two  caverns  difcovered  in 
Cap  ifland,  which  ran  horizontally  in  the 
fide  of  a  rock.  In  thefc  were  many  of  thofe 
birds'  nefts  fo  much  valued  and  fought  after 
by  Chinefe  epicures.  They  are  built  by  the 
fmall  grey  fwallow,  of  which  great  numbers 
were  feen  flying  about.  Theie  nefts  not 
only  adhere  to  each  other,  but  likewifc  to  the 
fides  of  the  cavern,  in  almoft  uninterrupted 
rows.  They  are  compofed  of  fine  filaments, 
united  by  a  tenacious  matter ;  and  arc  not 
unlike  thofe  gelatinous  animal  fubftancea 
feen  floating  upon  every  coaft.     The  fwal- 

lows 
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lows  feed  on  infc&s,  and  their  nedrs,  which 
occupy  them  two  months  to  builds  arc  pre- 
pared from  the  choiceft  remnants  of  their 
food. — ^Thcy  lay  only  a  couple  of  eggs^ 
which  are  hatched  in  about  fifteen  days; 
and  the  proper  time  for  taking  the  nefts  is» 
when  the  young  ones  are  fledged. 

•  Thefe  nefts,  not  known  at  the  fouthem 
extremity  of  Sumatra,  form  an  obJe&  of 
trade  with  the  Javanefe,  who  go  regularly 
three  times  a  year  to  take  them ;  but  it  is  a 
very  perilous  enterprize. — ^The  natives  of 
this  part  as  well  as  at  moft  of  the  iflands  in 
the  Chinefe  feas,  are  diftinguiihed  by  tlie 
name  of  Malays ;  remarkable  for  vindidive- 
nefs,  indolence,  and  indocility.  They  are 
low  in  ftature;  have  brood  faces,  wide 
mouths,  brown  compledtion,  and  lon^ 
black  hair.  Though  half  naked,  for  their 
drefs  extends  no  lower  than  their  waift, 
they  never  go  abroad  without  being  armed 
with  a  crifs  or  dagger,  with  its  point  im- 
bued in  a  poifonous  juice. 

An 
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An  artificer  belonging  to  the  EmbaiTy, 
who  went  on  ihorc  here  with  a  fmall 
bundle  of  linen  to  wafli,  was  murdered  by 
fomc  of  the  Malays. — Many  of  the  Ibuth- 
cm  parts  of  Sumatra  are  fubjcA  to  the  King 
of  Bantam,  to  whom,  it  was  determined  thjc 
murder  fhould  be  made  known.  This  was 
done  through  the  Dutch  Chief,  and  ibme 
time  after  intelligence  was  received,  that 
his  Bantameie  Majefty  had  difcovered  one 
of  the  men,  and  had  caufed  him  to  be 
executed. 

The  fquadron  weighed  from  North  liland, 
and  proceeded  to  Nicholas  Bay ;  an  cafterly 
courfe  from  which  leads  to  Bantam,  for- 
merly a  place  of  great  trade,  and  the  prin* 
cipal  eaftem  rendezvous  of  Shipping  from 
Europe.  But  after  the  Dutch  had  con- 
quered the  neighbouring  province  of  Ja- 
catra,  and  built  Batavia;  and  that  the 
Englifli  removed  to  Hindoftan  and  China, 
commerce  took  a  new  courfe,  and  Bantam 
foon  iunk  into  inlignificance.  The  power 
of  its  fovereign  declined  with  the  lois  of  its 

trade. 
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trade.  When  at  war  with  other  princes  of 
Java^  he  folicited  the  afliflance  of  the  Dutch, 
fince  which  period  he  became,  as  it  were, 
their  captive.  The  Palace  he  refides  in  is 
within  a  fort  garrifoned  by  Batavian  troops. 
The  commander  does  not  receive  his  orders 
from  the  King  of  Bantam,  but  from  a  Dutch 
Chief  or  Governor,  who  refides  in  another 
fort  adjoining  the  town,  nearer  the  fca-fide. 

Contiguous  to  Nicholas  Bay  was  a  con- 
venient rivulet  for  watering ;  and  at  a  Ihort 
diflance  from  the  fhore  a  village,  where 
buffaloes,  poultry,  fruit,  and  various  efcu- 
Icnt  vegetables  were  cheap  and  abundant. 
Frelh  provifions  were  ferved  daily  to  the 
Lion's  crew^^ — Here,  as  well  as  at  Angerec 
Point,  many  of  the  convalefcents  were  lent 
on  fliore  for  air  and  exercife. — Indigo  was 
xnanufa<^hired  at  this  place  from  a  leaf  which 
grows  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Two  ihips^  which  arrived  from  China, 
brought  a  confirmation  of  the  former  fa- 
Voiurable  accounts.     Soon  after,  the  wind" 
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began  to  Ihift,  and  the  Lion  got  under  way; 
but  from  very  light  breezes  little  advance 
was  made^  and  the  anchors  were  often  let 
go  to  prevent  the  Ihips  from  being  driven 
back.  On  the  twenty-frxth  of  April  the 
current  changed  its  diredliou  to  the  eait 
fouth  eaft>  and  the  next  day  north  eaft, 
half  a  mile.  While  the  fquadron  was  at 
anchor  within  three  miles  of  two  iflands, 
called  the  Brothers,  their  latitude,  by  ob- 
icrvation,  was  found  to  be  five  degrees  eight 
minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred 
and  fix  degrees  four  minutes  eaft. — ^Wh^es 
were  difcovered  about  this  place,  for  the 
iirft  time  fince  they  had  J[eft  the  ifland  of 
Amfterdam* 

On  the  twenty  eighth  of  April  the  hills 
on  Banca  ifland  were  feen;  and  on  the 
thirtieth  the  ftiips  came  to  anchor  clofe  to 
its  weftem  fliore,  near  the  three  Nanka 
ifles. — ^The  ifl^d  of  Banca  is  celebrious 
throughput  Afia  for  its  tin  mines,  the  an- 
nual profit  of  which,  to  the  Dutch  com- 
pany, is  eiHmated  at  a  hundred  and  fifty 
^oufand  ppunds* 

The 
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The  fliips  left  the  Nanka  ifles  on  the 
fourth  of  May,  and  on  the  tenth  croflcd  the 
line,  in  longitude  one  hundred  and  five  de- 
grees forty  eight  minutes  eaft.  A  current 
was  difcovered  here  which  fet  eaft  north- 
eaft  twenty  fevcn  miles  in  the  twenty-fouf 
hours. 

Pulo  Lingen,  no  inconfiderable  illand,  is 
croffed  by  the  equino<ftial  line.  It  has  a 
mountain  in  its  centre,  terminating  in  a 
fork,  like  that  of  Parnalliis,  and  called  by 
feamcn  afles'  cars.  In  this  paflage  new 
iflands  conftantly  fprang  in  view,  dilplaying 
a  variety  of  Ihape,  fize  and  colour;  fbme  fb- 
litar}^,  others  in  cluftcrs;  fome  with  tall 
trees  growing,  others  mere  barren  rocks, 
tenanted  by  innumerable  birds.  The  wea- 
ther was  often  fqually  with  rain  ;  and  thun- 
der and  lightning  were  not  infrequent. 
The  thermometer  in  the  (hade  was  from 
eighty  four  to  ninety  degrees ;  the  heat  fuf- 
focating  and  intolerable.  The  fea  was  very 
fhallow,  its  depth  feldom  exceeding  elgh| 
ikthoms,  and  the  fquadron  was  often  com-^^ 
pelled  to  come  to  anchor.     Several  feamen 

were 
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were  attacked  with  dyfentery,  which  ren- 
dered it  deiirable  to  remove  them  on  ihotc 
in  order  to  ftop  its  contagious  influence. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  May,  the  fquadron 
anchored  in  a  fpacious  bay,  on  the  eaftem 
fide  of  the  ifland  of  Pulo  Condore,  at  the 
entrance  of  its  fouthem  extremity.  FouJr 
fmall  iflands  form  this  bay,. — ^the  principal 
of  which,  in  ihape  of  a  half  moon,  with  a 
ridge  of  peaked  hills,  is  about  twelve  miles 
long,  and  three  broad.  By  a  meridional 
jobiervation  its  latitude  is  eight  degrees  forty 
minutes  north,  and  its  longitude  a  hundred 
and  five  degrees  fifty  five  minutes  eaft. — ^A 
neft  of  turtles  was  found  here  upon  the 
beach,  containing  feveral  young  ones,  juft 
hatched.  Their  fize  was  about  an  inch  and 
a  half,  and  their  weight  only  a  few  ounces. 
Something  reiembling  a  placenta  was  ob*- 
ferved  to  adhere  to  their  bellies. 

The.  Englilh  were  difpoflefled  of  their 
fcttlcment  on  Condore,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  preicnt  century,  by  fome  Malay  foldiers 
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then  in  their  pay,  who  murdered  moft  of 
them  in  refcntment,  for,  probably,  ima- 
ginary ill-ufage.  A  very  fmall  number  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape  from  the  iiland, 
in  which  no  European  has  fmce  ^refided. 
Clofe  to  a  fandy  beach,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bay,  was  a  village  to  which  a  party  be- 
ing detached,  armed,  they  were  met  by 
ibme  of  the  inhabitants  who  welcomed 
them  on  (hore,  and  efcorted  them  to  the 
reiidence  of  the  chief.  It  was  a  neat  bam- 
boo cabin ;  the  floor,  elevated  a  few  feet 
above  the  ground,  was  covered  with  mats. 
In  one  apartment  was  an  altar  dreiTed  out 
with  images ;  and  the  partitions  had  pen- 
dent figures  of  monftrous  deities.  A  few 
ifpears  ftood  againft  the  wall,  as  did  alfb  fbme 
match  locks  and  a  fwivel  gun.  Their  dreis 
was  principally  of  blue  cotton  worn  loofely 
about  the  body  ;  their  faces  were  flat,  and 
their  eyes  finall.  Their  oral  language  was 
different  from  the  Chinefe,  but  the  written 
one  was  compofcd  of  the  fame  charad)ers. 
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An  offer  was  made  to  thepi  to  purchaie 
provifions^  and  the  ipecified  quantity  were 
promiied  to  be  ready  the  next  day ;  when, 
if  the  weather  permitted^  it  had  been  in- 
tended to  land  the  invalids.  Meflengers 
being,  accordingly,  fent  on  fliore,  with  mo- 
ney to  pay  for  them,  were  ailonilhed  to  find 
the  village  abandoned.  The  inhabitants 
had  left  open  their  houies,  and  none  of  the 
effe6b  had  been  removed.  In  the  chief's 
cabin  was  found  a  paper,  written  in  the 
Chinefe  language,  of  which  the  following  is 
the  literal  tranilation;  that  *'the  people  of  the 
ifland  were  few  in  number,  and  very  poor, 
yet  honeft,  and  incapable  of  doing  mifchief ; 
but  felt  much  terror  at  the  arrival  of  fuch 
great  ihips,  and  powerful  perfbns ;  efpecially 
as  not  being  able  to  fatisfy  their  wants  in 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  cattle,  and  other 
provifions,  of  which  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
Pulo  Condore  had  fcarcely  any  to  fupply, 
and  conlecpiently  could  not  give  the  expeft- 
ed  fatisfacftion.  They  therefore,  through 
dread  and  apprehenfion,  refolved  to  flee,  to 
prelcrve  their  lives.     That  they  fupplicate 
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the  great  people  to  hare  pity  on  them;; 
that  they  left  all  they  had  behind  them> 
and  only  requefted  that  their  cabms  might 
not  be  burnt ;  and  concluded  by  proftrating 
themfelves  to  the  great  people  a  hundred 
times/^ 

It  is  probable  that  the  writer  of  this  let- 
ter had  received  Ibme  unfair  treatment  front 
former  ftrangers,  and  it  was  refblved  they 
fliould  have  no  caufe  to  entertain  the  fame 
unfavourable  idea  of  all  who  came  to  vifit 
them.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  they 
were  as  much  furprifed>  on  their  return,  to 
find  their  houfcs  undemolifhed,  as  their  vi- 
sitors had  been  to  fee  them  all  deferted^ 
Not  an  article  had  been  removed ;  and  a 
fmall  prefent,  fuch  as  was  imagined  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  chief,  was  left  for  him 
in  the  principal  dwelling,  with  a  Chinefe 
letter,  purporting  that,  '*  the  ftiips  and  peo- 
ple were  Englifh,  who  called  merely  for  re- 
frclhment,  and  on  fair  terms  of  purchafe, 
without  any  ill  intention ;  being  a  civilized 
nation,  endowed  with  principles  of  huma- 
nity. 
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nitj^  which  did  not  allow  them  to  plunder 
or  injure  others^  who  happened  to  be  weaker 
and  fewer  than  themfelves/* 

This  letter,  however,  was  not  likely  to- 
fall  into  their  hands  while  the  fhips  remain- 
ed in  the  bay.  Their  apprehenfions  could 
only  fubiide  by  removing  the  exciting  caufe; 
and  as  it  was  a  matter  of  importance  to  get 
the  invalids  comfortably  provided  for  on 
fliore,  the  fignal  was  made  to  weigh  anchor^ 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth  of 
May  the  fquadron  quitted  this  place,  ^nd 
^ped  their  covirfe  tp  tl^p  northward* 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

COCHIN-CHIXA.  PASSAGE  TO  THE  LA- 
DRONE  ISLANDS^  NEAR  MACAO;  AND 
THENCE  TO  CHU-SAN.  TRANSACTIONS 
AND  OBSERVATIONS  THERE. 

THE  ftate  of  health  of  the  Lion*s  crew 
became  daily  more  alarming,  and 
the  neceffity  *for  removing  them  on  fhore 
more  urgent.  Befides  the  dyfentery,  fevcral 
were  afHidled  with  difeaies  of  the  liver; 
others  with  fudden  and  violent  ipafms; 
and  the  liiltrineis  of  the  weather  often  pro- 
duced deliquium.  From  reports  of  former 
voyagers  Turon  Bay,  in  Cochin-China,  pro- 
mifed  the  advantages  of  good  anchorage 
for  the  ihips^  and  a  dry  air  and  frelh  provi- 
iions  for  the  men ;  and  towards  this  place 
the  fquadron  bent  their  courfe. 
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In  the  erening  they  came  in  fight  of  the 
Ibuthem  extremity  of  what  may  be  called 
the  Chinefe  continent.  This  part  is  divided 
into  three  fmall  kingdoms  or  territories, 
called  Cambodia,  Tiiompa,  and  Cochin* 
China. — Hiftory  ilates  it  to  have  formed, 
anciently,  a  part  of  the  Chinefe  empire ; 
but  the  Chinefe  governor  of  the  fouthem 
peninfula,  containing  Tung-qnin  to  the 
northward,  and  Cambodia  and  Tiiompa  to 
the  ibuthward  of  Cochin-China,  feized  an 
opportunity,  and  ereded  the  flandard  of  in- 
dependence at  the  time  of  the  Mogul  in- 
vaiion  of  China,  from  Tartary,  He  and 
his  poflerity  had  reiidence  in  Tung-quin. 
In  the  courfe  of  time,  the  Tung-quinefe 
governor,  following  the  example  of  the  an- 
ceflor  of  his  ibvereign,  alfo  ereAed  his  go- 
vernment into  a  kingdom.  Both,  how- 
jever,  acknowledged  a  nominal  vaflalage  to 
the  Chinefe  empire ;  and  did  occafional  ho- 
mage at  the  Court  of  Pekin. — ^This  con* 
nec^on  with  China,  though  ilender,  was 
coniidered,  by  the  EmbaiTy,  as  worthy  pf 
attention. 
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No  part  of  Cambodia  came  within  view 
of  the  fquadron ;  but  Tfiompa  was  dilco- 
vered  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  as  was 
Tyger  ill  and  near  it ;  and  the  next  day  two 
other  iflands,  Pulo  Cambir  de  Terre,  and 
Pulo  Cecir  de  Mer.  After  this,  in  latitude 
twelve  degrees  fifty  minutes  north.  Cape 
Varella  came  in  fight,  on  the  fiimmit  of 
which  is  a  high  rock  refembling  a  tower* 
To  the  northward  of  this  rock,  in  latitude 
thirteen  degrees  fifty  two  minutes  north, 
is  a  bay  called  Quin-nong,  or  Chin-chin, 
often  reforted  to  by  the  country  veffels* 

Pulo  Canton,  named,  alfo,  Pulo  Ratan, 
whofe  extremities  being  high  and  its  middle 
low,  give  it  the  appearance  of  two  iflands^p 
was  defcried  on  the  twenty  fccond  of  May. 
The  fquadron  was  now  abreafl:  of  the  king- 
dom of  Cochin-china,  and  their  pafiage  be- 
tween its  fiiores  and  a  multitudinous  range 
of  rocks  and  iflets,  called  the  Paracels,  lying 
north  and  fouth  for  almoft  four  hundred 
miles.  The  danger  of  being  driven  againft 
thefe,  by  currents,  was  not  lefs  to  be  attend- 
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ed  to  than  what  are  called^  in  thofe  feas, 
typhoons,  in  the  Atlantic,  hurricanes ;  be- 
ing both  alike  as  to  the  violence  and  fudden 
Ihiftsofthe  wind.  Some  preternatural  ap- 
pearances in  the  atmoipherc  indicated  the 
approach  of  one,  on  the  twenty  third  of 
May ;  but  they  fbon  after  disappeared ;  and 
the  weather,  next  morning,  being  fine  and 
clear,  (hewed  an  opening  in  the  land,  at 
fome  difiance,  fiippofed  to  be  Turon  bay. 

A  great  ijumber  of  canoes  were  filhing 
between  the  fquadron  and  the  land,  and 
ftveral  were  hailed  to  come  along  fide  ;  but 
being  frightened  at  the  fight  of  ftrarigc  vcf- 
fcls,  they  made  towards  iliorc-  with  all  pof- 
fible  fpeed.  One  canoe  was  overtaken  hy 
the  Hindoftan's  boat,  and  the  Skipper, 
under  great  terror,  taken  on  board  as  pilot.' 
His  mind  was  foothed,  and  his  alarms  dif- 
perfed  by  attention  and  prcfcnts ;  and  he 
conduced  the  Hindoftan  into  Turon  bay ; 
but,  before  Ihe  came  to,  fudden  fqualls  of 
wind,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  light- 
ening*, drove  all  the  Ihips  again  to  fca,  and 

they 
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they  could  not  return,  to  anchor,  before  the 
twenty  fixth  of  May,  when  the  Lion  moor- 
ed in  {even  fathoms  water.  The  channel 
into  the  bay  is  round  the  north-eaft  end  of 
a  peninfula,  called  by  the  fquadron,  from 
its  refemblance  to,  Gibraltar ;  having  a  lump 
of  an  ifland  to  the  north. — Ships  may  ap- 
proach the  coaft  with  fafety,  as  the  water 
ihoals  gradually  from  twen^,  to  feven  fa- 
thoms. 

The  firfl  ol^ed  attended  to,  was  to  find 
a  ialutary  and  conyement  fpot  for  the  fick 
and  invalids.  Gibraltar  hill,  near  the  Lion% 
berdi,  was  fixed  on ;  and  as  fbon  as  tent^ 
were  pitched  they  were  all  taken  on  fhore. 
A  difpatch  was  preparing  to  be  fcnt  to  the 
town  of  Turon,  to  announce  the  .  arrival 
of  the  fhips  and  the  caufe  of  their  deten- 
tion ;  but  an  alarm  had  already  been  ex- 
cited :  for  the  Lion  had  no  iboner  anchored 
than  an  officer  came  on  board,  in  order  to 
be  informed  of  the  reafons  for  the  fqua- 
dion^s  appearance,  confidered  by  them  hof* 

tilely^ 
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tilcly,  not  having  ever  Iccn  Ihips  of  fwik 
magnitude  and  \irarlike  confixudion. 

Befides  the  uiiial  fquadron^  another  veflel 
from  Macao^  under  Genoefe  colours^  fol* 
lowed  them  into  the  bay,  lb  that  the  vrholc 
had  an  inimicitial  afpe6l.  The  latter  idea  v^as 
entertained  from  a  circumftance  explained 
by  the  maAer  of  the  brig  from  Macao.  He 
iaid  that  Turon,  and  a  considerable  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Cochin-  china,  vsrere  at  that 
time  under  the  dominion  of  a  young  prince, 
the  nephew  of  an  uiiirper,  whofe  antago- 
hift,  a  defcendant  of  the  former  fovereigns 
of  the  country,  ftill  retained  fbme  parts  of 
the  ibuthem  provinces  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
that  he  was  in  daily  expedation  of  fuch 
iuccoturs  from  the  court  of  France  as  might 
enable  him  to  re*conquer  the  territories  of 
his  anceilors.  European  miffionaries  had 
been  treated  by  his  family  with  kindnefs, 
and  their  religion  tolerated.  The  princi- 
pal of  thofe  miffionaries,  dignified,  by  the 
Pope,  with  the  title  of  Biihop,  was  after- 
wards 
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wards  fcnt,  by  his  Cochin-chincfe  Majcftyt 
embaflador  to  the  court  of  France ;  whithef 
he  efcorted  the  young  prince,  for  whom 
jftich  an  uncommon  degree  of  intercft  was 
taken,  that  cfFeAual  fuccours  were  pro- 
mifcd  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  his  houfe. 
Measures  were  acjually  preparing  in  France 
for  this  purpofe,  when  the  revolution  which 
happened  deprived  the  unfortunate  ^^onarch 
of  the  power  of  affording  affiilance*  Thefe 
hopes,  however,  were  often  repeated ;  and 
the  fquadron,  now  in  the  bay,  wafe  iiipppfed 
to  be  come  with  hoftile  intieiitionst 

A*  communication  fbon  took  place  be-? 
tween  the  officer  and  interpreters,  by  mcai? 
of  the  written  charaders  of  the  Chincfe  lan- 
guage. The  pacific  difpofition  of  the  fqua-- 
dron  being  declared,  and  its  ultimate  ob- 
je<ft  explained,  an  immediate  fupply  of  pro* 
vifions  was  requefted.  The  governing  Ma- 
giftrate  of  the  place,  in  the  interim,  had 
written  for  inftruftions  to  the  capital ;  and 
till  he  received  an  anfwer  very  little  could 
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be  procured  either  from  boats  or  at  mar- 
ket ;  and  the  few  articles  purchaied  were 
paid  for  at  exorbitant  prices. 

But,  in  three  or  four  days,  a  perfon  of  rank 
arrived  at  Turon,  who  complimented  the 
Embailador  on  the  part  of  his  mafter.  He 
came  in  a  large  decked  galley,  with  nume- 
rous rowers.  There  was  a  ilate  cabin  upoa 
the  middle  of  the  deck,  neatly  painted;  the 
head  and  ftern  were  ornamented  with  fttea^ 
mers  of  various  colours ;  and  the  fides  of 
the  ftate  cabin  were  encircled  with  (pears, 
and  various  enfigns  of  authority.  The  of- 
ficer, attended  by  a  Chinefe  interpreter,  was 
drefied  in  elegant  filk  robes ;  and  his  man- 
ners were  polifhed  and  refined.  Nine  boats 
followed  his  galley,  full  of  vikrious  kinds  of 
provifions,  as  prefents,  from  the  chief,  for 
the  failors  and  paflcngers;  and  from  that 
moment  the  markets  were  abundantly  fugr 
plied,  and  the  articles  fold  at  reafonable 
rates. — The  Governor  of  the  diflridl  alfo 
came  on  board,  and  paid  a  vifit  of  rcfpe<ft. 
He  invited  the  EmbafTador  and  fuite  to  an 
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entertainment  on  fliore,  and  propofed  to 
keep  an  open  table  for  their  conilant  recep- 
tion. The  moil:  marked  attention  was 
henceforward  manifefted,  and  no  effort 
jpared  to  cultivate  the  friendihip  and  good 
wiihes  of  the  fquadron. 

Propolals  were  made  for  the  purchafe  o£ 
arms  and  ammunition ;   and  it  was  percep- 
tible that  no  confideration  would  have  been 
ipared  to  have  derived  affiftance  in  behalf 
of  the  prince  then   reigning  at  Turon,  as 
well  as  at  the  capital  and  northern  parts  of 
the  kingdom.     His  Situation  was  very  in- 
feciire.     The  province  of  Donai^  or  ibuthem 
part  of  Cochin-china,  had  reverted  to  the 
ancient  family  of  its  fovereigns  ;  and  Quin- 
nong,  the  middle  province,  was  pofleiTed 
by  the  ufurper  of  the  whole.     His  younger 
.  brother,  entrufted  with  the  care  of  his  con- 

« 

quefts  in  the  north,  availing  himfelf  of  this 
confidence,  invaded  Tung-quin,  the  neigh- 
bouring  kingdom,  with  fuccefs;  and  then 
declared  himfelf  foverclgn,  as  well  of  Tung- 
cjuin  as  of  Cochin-china.  He  alfo  intend- 
ed 
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ed  to  have  wrcftcd  from  his  brother  what 
he  ftill  poflefled  of  that  kingdom^  aild  like* 
wife  iiich  other  parts  as  had  been  recovered 
by  the  lawful  fovereign.  But  this  bold^ 
enterpriiing  ufurper,  well  verfed  in  the  art 
of  war,  died  in  September,  1792,  in  the 
midft  of  his  iuccefles.  His  eldeft  Ion,  who 
was  illegitimate,  was  left  in  the  government 
of  Tung-quin.  The  youngeft,  his  legiti- 
mate offepring  by  a  Tung-quinefe  princefs, 
being  at  Turon  when  his  father  died,  in- 
ftantly  took  upon  himfelf  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment, as  heir  at  law  to  his  father  ;— 
while  his  elder,  but  illegitimate  brother  kept 
pofleffion  of  Tung-quin,  and  arrogated  a 
right  to  the  whole  of  his  father's  codqueft^ 

During  this  ftate  of  civil  warfare,  which 
had  lailed  twenty  years,  great  numbers  had 
fallen  on  both  fides.  The  country  was  fo 
much  depopulated  and  exhaufted,  and  the 
balance  of  parties  fo  nearly  equipoifed,  that 
no  enterprize  of  moment  was  undertaken, 
though  both  were  devifing  and  preparing 
new  proJe<^  for  each  other's  overthrow.  But 
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had  thefe  evils  not  exHled^  the  KmhaSkdot 
did  not  imagine  it  would  have  been  pro- 
per' to  prefent  his  credentials,  much  leis  to 
treat  on  any  kind  of  bufinefs,  till  he  ihould 
have  delivered  thofe  addreiTed  to  the  Em- 
peror of  China- — His  Excellency  confined 
himfelf  to  a  reciprocation  of  compliments 
and  refpecft,  and  to  a  return  of  prefents 
which  had  fo  feafonably  been  fent  to  thef 
iquadron.  But  even  this  kind  of  inter- 
courfe  did  not  cxift  without  viiible  marks 
of  mutual  diftfuft  and  clofe  obfervation. 

The  bay  of  Turon,  called  by  the  natives 
Han^ian,  as  well  as  the  town,  might,  with 
more  propriety,  be  ftyled  a  harbour.  It  ip 
very  capacious  ;  has  good  holding  ground  ; 
and  ihips  may  anchor  fecurely  from  every 
wind.  The  fea  breeze  commences  about 
three  or  four  in  the  morning,  and  continues 
about  twelve  hours ;  to  this  fucceeds  the 
land  breeze  which  lafts  nearly  as  long  ;  and 
is  not  contaminated  by  paffing  over  fwamps 
or  marfhes«  In  common  weather,  Ihips 
may  bQ  fo  placed  as  to  take  advantage  of 
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both.  The  fca  is  fmooth  throughout  the 
harbour,  and  there  is  a  convenient  place  for 
(hips  to  be  hove  down  or  refitted. 

The  harbour  is  plentifully  fupplied  with 
fifli.  The  fiftierman  is  fometimes  attended 
by  his  wife  and  children  in  the  boat,  in 
which  a  circular  roof  ferves  then!  for  Ihelter 
in  lieu  of  a  flat  deck.  Broad  pieces  of 
gourd  or  calabaih  are  attached  to  the  chil- 
dren's necks  to  buoy  them  up,  in  cafe  they 
Ihould  fall  overboard,-— As  often  as  the 
£ihermen  return  on  fliore,  they  eredl  al- 
tars to  the  deities,  among  the  buihes; 
make  offerings  of  rice,  fugar,  and  other  vic- 
tuals ;  and  bum  odorous,  confecrated  wood, 
imploring  the  fafcty  of  their  families  and 
fuccefs  in  filhing. 

A  river  at  the  fbuthcrn  extremity  of  the 
harbour  leads  to  Turon  town  ;  and  upon  a 
contiguous  point  of  land  is  a  watch-tower, 
confifting  of  four  exceedingly  high  pillars 
of  wood,  upon  which  a  floor  is  conftruded. 

« 

From  this  floor,  afcended  to,  by  a  ladder, 
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may  be  fcen  any  veflels  to  the  northward; 
and,  looking  over  the  ifthmus,  thofe  to  the 
ibuthward.  All  veflels  going  into  the  river 
are  flopped  and  examined  at  this  tqjyer. — 
Upon  the  fand,  by  the  river's  fide,  w^as  feen 
that  renowned  bird,  the  pelican  of  the  wil- 
demefs,  the  fize  of  whofe  bill,  gullet,  and 
wings  are  mote  than  proportionate  to  its 
body,  which  is,  however,  not  lels  than  that 
of  the  largeft  turkey.  The  town  is  fituated 
about  a  mile  above  the  rivet ;  the  adjoining 
land  has  a  gradual  Hope  to  the  water's  edge. 
In  this  river  infants,  from  two  years  old  and 
upwards,  came  down  from  their  habitations, 
and  fwam  and  fported  in  the  water  like  fb 
many  ducklings. 

Turon,  before  its  civil  commotion,  was 
confiderably  larger  than  it  is  at  prelent. 
The  houfcs  were  low,  built  principally  with 
bamboo,  and  thatched  with  rice  ftraw  or 
rufhes ;  and,  except  thofe  fituated  in  the 
market  place,  interfperfed  with  trees.  The 
neateft  are  in  the  centre  of  gardens,  plant- 
ed with  the  areca-nut  tree^  and  other  de- 
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le Aable  fhrubs.  Behind  the  to'wn  arc  otEcrs 
iltuated  in  the  midft  of  groves  q£  oranges, 
limes  and  plantains.  The  market  was  well 
lupplied  with  fifli  and  poultry,  elpecially 
ducks;  and  the  various  fruits  and  vegetables 
indigenous  to  tropical  climates. 

The  chief  of  the  place  gave  an  entertain- 
ment to  a  party  from  the  Ihips*  The  taible 
was  fpresid  with  many  diihes,  or  rathir 
bowls,  coniifling  of  pork  and  beef  cut  into 
fmall  fquare  pieces,  ferted  up  with  various 
kinds  of  lavoury  fauces.  In  others  were 
ftewcd  fifh,  fowls,  and  duqks ;  and  the  reft 
were  loaded  with  fruits  and  fwcctmeats. 
The  number  of  bowls  were  not  left  than  a 
hundred,  piled  in  three  rows,  one  above 
another.  In  lieu  of  bread,  boiled  rice  was 
placed  before  each  gueft ;  two  porcupine 
quills  did  the  office  of  knife  and  fork,  and 
their  fpoons,  in  form  of  Ihovels,  were  made 
of  porcelain.  After  dinner,  an  ardent  fpi- 
rit,  obtained  from  rice,  not  very  unlike 
whiiky,  was  ferved  around  in  cups ;  and  the 
hoft,  by  way  of  example,  and  in  the  ftyle 
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of  European  feftivity,  fiUed  his  own  a  bum- 
per ;  and  when  he  had  drunk  it,  turned  it 
up  to  fhew  none  was  left  in  the  bottom. 
He  afterwards  walked  a  Ihort  diftance  with 
the  gentlemen,  and  took  them  to  a  kind  of 
theatre,  where  a  comedy  was  reprefented. 
The  principal  charadlers  were  a  peevilh  old 
man,  and  a  humorous  clown;  and  they 
were  fo  well  fupported  as  to  excite  rifiblc 
pleafure.  Not  only  the  theatre,  but  all  the 
adjoining  trees  which  looked  into  the  play- 
houfe,  were  crouded  with  fpeAators ;  who 
were  more  inquifitive  to  fee  the  ftrangers 
than  thefe  were  to  fee  the  aftors. 

On  the  return  of  thefe  gentlemen  from 
the  entertainment,  a  harbinger  was  difpatch- 
ed  to  requeft  them,  by  figns,  to  flop  till  an 
elderly  lady,  who  was  on  the  way  from  her 
houfe,  ftiould  come  up  with  them.  Ap- 
proaching with  wonder  and  furprize,  Ihc 
apologized,  in  the  language  of  nature,  for 
the  liberty  Ihe  had  taken.  She  gazed  at 
them  with  avidity  and  uncommon  atten- 
tion; and  fliortly  after,  teftifying  her  thanks 
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for  their  politenefs^  retired ;  exulting  in  the 
gratification  of  an  ardent  curiofity. 

The  attention  of  the  fame  gentlemen  was 
arrefted  in  their  turn  by  a  fipgular  inflance 
of  caflern  agility.  *  A  number  of  Cochin-^ 
chinefc  young  men  were  coUefted  together, 
playing  at  fhittlecock.-r-They  had  no  bat- 
tledore ;  neither  did  they  ufe  the  hand  at 
all ;  but,  after  running  a  ihort  diflance,  met 
the  defcending  fhittlecock,  and  flruck  it 
with  the  foot  fo  forcibly  as  to  drive  it  up 
high  in  the  air. 

But  fportive  games  are  not  the  only  in-^ 
fiances  in  which  thefe  aAive  and  ingenious 
people  ufed  their  feet  as  others  do  their 
hands.  The  low^r  orders,  and  many  of 
other  ranks,  are  accuflomcd  to  go  b^re-foot- 
ed.  By  this  the  mufcles  of  the  toes  have 
free  motion,  and  acquire  a  flrong  contractile 
power,  fo  as  to  render  the  foot  an  ufefu) 
auxiliary  to  the  hand,   in   the  exercife   of 
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feveral  mechanic  trades,  but  particularly  in 
that  of  boat  building. 

The  boats  in  common  ufe  among  them, 
confift  of  five  planks  only^  united  together 
by  ribs  or  timbers.  Thefe  planks  arc  render- 
ed flexible  by  being  cxpofed,  Ibmctime,  to  a 
flame  of  fire,  and  are  then  brought  to  the 
defired  degree  of  infle<ftion.  The  ends  being 
thus  conncifled  together  in  a  line,  the  edges 
are  joined  and  fixed  by  tree-nails  (wooden 
pins),  and  flitched  with  flexible  threads  of 
bamboo.  The  feams  are  afterwards  paid 
with  pafl:e,made  by  mixing  water  with  quick 
lime  from  fea  fhells.  Other  boats  are  made 
with  wicker  work,  the  interfliccs  of  which 
are  paid,  or  filled  up*  with  the  fame  compo- 
fition  as  ufed  for  the  former ;  and  this  luting, 
as  it  may  be  flyled,  renders  them  water- 
tight. They  are  remarked  for  withftanding 
the  violence  of  the  waves,  for  being  ftifF 
upon  the  water,  and  for  failing  with  expe- 
dition. 

The 
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The  boat  which  belonged  to  the  chief 
of  the  xHftrid,  of  which  a  correA  engraving 
is  here  given,  was  built  after  the  above  me* 
thod,  but  on  a  larger  fcale.  It  had  a  carved 
and  gilt  head,  not  much  unlike  that  of  a 
tyger;  and  a  ftern  decorated  with  fculp- 
ture  of  various  dcflgns,  painted  in  vivid  co- 
lours.  In  thefe  boats,  contrary  to  European 
cuftom,  the  principal  fitters  are  accommo- 
dated in  the  Aem. 

The  Cochin-chincfc,  though  .little  affift- 
cd  by  the  foftering  hand  of  fcience,  have 
brought  fome  of  the  arts  to  great  perfec- 
tion. Prompted  by  neceffity,  they  have 
ihewn  themfelves  fufficiently  dextrous  in 
making  expcrinients  on  fubftances  of  which 
the  refuit  promiied  to  contribute  either  to 
their  wants  or  their  comfort.  The  few  ar- 
ticles manufa&ured  among  them  are  inch 
as  would  not  diigrace  a  more  enlightened 
nation.  Their  earthen  utenflls  are  neatly 
made.  They  underftand  the  cultivating  of 
land ;  and  in  the  art  of  refining  fugar,  they 
ieem  to  ex<^l  £u]t)peans.     Their  method 
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was  this : — After  draining  the  grofs  fyrup 
from  it,  and  that  it  was  become  granulated 
imd  Jblid,  it  was  Ibmetimes  placed  in  ftrata 
or  layers  of  about  one  inch  thicknefs,  and 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  under  layers  of  equal 
dimenfions  of  the  herbaceous  part  of  the 
plantain  tree.  The  aqueous  juices  which 
exfude  from  this  filters  through  the  fugar, 
carrying  along  with  it  all  the  fcculencies 
which  had  been  boiled  up  with  it,  and 
leaving  the  fugar  pure  and  cryftalizcd.  In 
this  ftate  it  was  light,  and  as  porous  as  a 
honey-comb ;  and  when  diffolvcd  left  no 
impurities  at  the  bottom. — ^This  was  fup- 
pofed  an  improvement  on  the  mode  prac- 
tifed  elfewhere,  which  conlifts  in  pouring 
the  fugar,  when  granulated,  into  inverted 
conical  veffels,  and  placing  a  layer  of  wet 
earth  upon  the  upper  liirface  of  the  fiigar. 
But  fugar,  thus  refined,  will  be  lefs  pure 
than  that  which  is  done  after  the  former 
ipethod. 

The  art  of  fmelting  ore,  fcientifically,  is 
not  known  among  the  Cochin*chincfe,  yet 

they 
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they  have  fallen  upon  the  means  of  making 
good  iron,  and  the  manufafturing  of  it,  af- 
terwards, into  match  locks,  fpears,  and  other 
articles.  Their  dexterity  was  confpicuous 
in  all  their  operations,  elpecially  in  the  Bar^ 
ringtonian  art,  in  which,  from  frequent  prac- 
tice, they  were  become  noted  adepts;  nei- 
ther were  they  difconcerted  whenever  their 
direptions  were  detefted. 

Befides  gold  that  was  found  in  the  rivers, 
they  had  alfo  feveral  mines  of  the  richeft 
ore ;  and  from  the  pure  ftate  in  which  it 
was  obtained,  the  gold  was  extrafted  by 
the  fimple  aftion  of  fire.  They  formed  it 
into  ingots  of  about'fbur  ounces,  and  made 
their  payments  with  it  to  foreign  mer- 
chants. It  was  ufed,  alfo,  as  an  ornament 
to  their  drefs  and  furniture^  and  fomctimes 
as  an  embcUilhment  to  their  fwords  and 
fcabbards.  Prior  to  the  troubles  in  Cochin- 
china,  not  only  gold  duft,  but,  alfo,  wax, 
honey,  and  ivory  were  brought  down  from 
the   high  lands  and  exchanged^  by  thofo 
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rude  people,  to  the  low-landers  for  cloth, 
cotton,  rice,  and  iron. 

Silver  mines  were,  formerly,  cither  fo 
rare,  or  the  art  of  refining  fo  little  under- 
ftood,  that  filver  ufed  to  be  imported  from 
abroad,  and  bartered  for  gold,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  importers.  But,  lately,  either 
new  mines  of  filver  muil  have  been  ex- 
plored, or  a  more  facile  mode  of  purifying 
it  pra^fed,  inafmuch  as  it  was  now  the 
chief  medium  of  exchange  for  goods  from 
abroad,  and  was  made  up,  for  that  purpofe, 
in  bars  of  about  twelve  ounces. 

The  lower  clais  of  thefe  people  transfer 
their  wives  and ,  daughters  on  moderate 
terms,  and  without  the?  leail  fcruple;  and 
treat  all  affairs  of  gallantry  with  perfeft  in- 
difference. The  higher  orders  exercife  au- 
thority over  their  wives,  by  confining  them ; 
and  injuftice  over  the  people,  by  oppreifing 
them.     Subordination  among  them  is  fcru'- 

* 
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puloufly  maintained,r—evinccd  by  numer- 
ous inflances  of  abjeft  humiliation. 

The  firft  degree  of  rank  here  was  the 
military,  who  held  the  people  in  the  greateft 
iubje6tion :  the  next  was  that  of  the  judges. 
The  power  delegated  to  both  was  equally 
abuied  to  the  oppreffion  of  their  inferiors* 
Trials  at  law  were  condud:ed  with' much 
fecming  formality  and  apparent  equity ;  but 
a  favourable  decree  was  always  to  be  ob- 
tained by  bribes.  Both  parties,  indeed,  made 
preients;  but  the  moft  liberal  donor  was 
likely  to  be  the  fucce&ful  litigant. 

Painting  and  Sculpture  are  entirely  un- 
known to  the  Cochin-chinefe ;  but  the  fci- 
ence  of  harmony  has  been,  not  unfuccefs* 
fully,  cultivated.  They  have  both  wind  and 
firing  inftruments,  upon  which  they  played 
feveral  pieces  of  muiic  in  a  ftyle  that  was 
not  expcfted.  Their  inflruments  were  rude, 
but  ^eir  general  principles  and  intentions 
were  the  fame  as  in  Europe.  Jn  performing, 
they  keep  excellent  time,  and  meafiire  the 
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bars  by  a  regular  movement  of  both  hand 
and  foot. 

Among  their  various  amufcments,  the 
drama  fills  up  a  part  of  their  vacant  hours. 
The  Embaffador  accepted  an  invitation 
from  the  Govefnor  of  the  diftrift,  to  dine 
on  fhore  on  the  fourth  of  June,  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty*s  birth-day ;  and  a  grand  re- 
paft  was  provided  on  the  occafion.  A  play 
was  afterwards  performed,  in  a  manner  fu* 
perior  to  any  thing  before  exhibited.  It  was 
a  kind  of  hiftorical  opera,  with  the  recita- 
tive, air,  and  the  chorus,  in  ftrift  conformity 
to  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  the  Italian  ftage ; 
and  feveral  of  the  female  fingers  met  with, 
and  nierited  much  applaufe.  The  Emhafifa*^ 
dor*s  band  performed,  occafionally ;  but  their 
mufic  was  by  no  means  approved  of. 

The  EmbafiTador  was  received  in  a  build* 
ing  hung  with  printed  cotton,  of  Briti/h 
manufadurc ;  and  the  foldiers  who  attended 
the  Governor,  had  outfide  veftments  of  red 
cloth,  alio  fuppofed  to  have,  come  from  £ng«- 

land. 
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laiid.  But  their  chief  trade  is  with  the  Por- 
tugueze  at  Macao,  who  fupply  them  with 
goods  of* an  inferior  quality,  from  the  Can- 
ton Hiarket ;  and  who,  in  their  dealings,  ex- 
perience many  exactions  from  the  executive 
government. 

The  foldiery  of  Cochin-china  were  armed 
with  fabres,  and  long  pikesi  decorated  with 
tufts  of  hair  dyed  red^  a  colour  forbidden  to 
be  worn  in  drefs  or  equipage  by  any  excispt 
in  the  fervicc,  or  by  order,  of  the  fovereigb. 
His  Excellency's  guard  who  attended  hina 
on  fhore,  fired  a  falute  in  honour  of  the  day  ; 
and  performed  a  number  of  military  evolu- 
tions, to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  native 
troops,  and  to  the  admiration  of  a  beholding 
multitude. 

Though  the  country  has  been  very  much 
depopulated  by  a  long,  civil  war,  thirty 
thoufand  men,  exercifed  daily,  were  faid  to 
be  in  garrifon  at  Hue-fod,  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom,  about  forty  miles  to  the  north- 
v)rard  of  Turon.    Their  generals,  have  much 
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reliance  on  the  havoc  made  by  elephants, 
here  trained  for  war.  Thefe,  likewife,  arc 
occaiionaily  exercifcd  and  are  obedient  to 
command.  A  number  of  foldiets  are  placed 
in  ranks  before  the  war-elephants,  who  arc 
inftruAed  to  affail  them  moft  forioufly, 
grafping  them  with  their  trunks,  throwing 
ibme  into  the  air,  and  trampling  others 
under  foot.  The  elephant,  however,  is 
gentle  by  nature,  agile  though  imwicldy ; 
and  perfc6Uy.  inhoftile,  unlefs  trained  to  a<^s 
of  violence,  or  roufed  by  corporal  injury- 
Their  keeper  is  generally  a  boy,  who  mounts 
upon  his  neck,  and  governs  him  with  eafe ; 
and  the  extreme  fenfibility  and  abducent 
power  of  his  probofcis  render  it,  in  many 
inflances,  equal  in  activity  to  the  human 
fingers. 

The  elephant,  among  the  Cochin-chincfe, 
ferves  likewife  for  food,  and  his  flefh  is  ac* 
counted  a  great  delicacy.  When  (laughter- 
cd  for  the  tabic  of  the  king  or  his  viceroy, 
pieces  arc  cut  off  and  fent  as  prefents  to  per* 
fons  of  rank,  as  a  diftinguiihed  mark  of 
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favour. — Buffalo  has  the  preference  over 
other  beef.  It  is  not  cuftomary  to  milk  any 
kiiuli  of  animal ;  of  courfe,  milk  conftitutes 
no  part  of  thek  food ;  notwithftanding  they 
have  often  experienced  all  the  horrors  of  a 
famine,  occafioned  by  the  deitru  Aion  of  the 
contending  armies.  In  this  dreadful  conflid:^ 
human  flefli.  i^  faid  to  have  been  expofed  for 

£dlc,  in  the  public  markets  of  the  capital. 

\  • 

During  the  infurreftion  in  Cochin-china, 
the  neighbouring  Tung-quincfe  feized  that 
opportunity  to  invade  the  territories  of  the 
north,  comprifing  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try, and  pillaged  it,  during  their  ihort  flayi 
of  every  thing  that  was  valuable,  efpecially 
gold  and  filver.     The  major  part  of  what 
then  efcaped  their  rapacity,  had  been  fince 
fent  to  China  to  pay  for  the  neceflaries  of 
life  brought  thither  by  the  junks,  an  ex- 
tremity which  the  miferable  inhabitants  had 
been  often  put  to,  from  the  devaftation  of 
their  cultured  lands,  and  the  definition  of 
their  manufa(^ories. 

The 
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The  prcfent  mountaineers  arc  defcendants 
of  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  country ; 
and  when  their  anceftors,  in  pofleflion  of  the 
plains^  were  invaded  by  the  Chinefe*,  they 
retired  to  the  mountains  which  are  on  the 
confines  of  Cochin-china  to  the  weftward, 
as  well  as  to  thofe  w^hich  feparate  it  from 
Cambodia ;  fimilar  to  the  flight  of  the  an* 
cient  Britons  into  Wales.  Thefe  -  refidents 
of  the  mountains  of  Cochin-china  are  de- 
pidled  as  rude  and  barbarous,  with  coarfe 
features  and  black  complexions ;  whereas, 
the  colour  of  the  lowlanders  was  lefs  dark ; 
and  tlicfe  were  confiderftd,  before  the  over- 
throw of  the  ancient  government,  a  civil, 
affable,  and  harmlefs  people.  This  fimpli- 
city  of  manners  fiill  exifls  among  the  agri- 
cultural inhabitants. 

Smoking  is  a  cuflom  very  prevalent  in 
both  fexcs  of  the  Cochin-chinefe  ;  but  the 
women  fmoke  lefs  than  the  mcn.**-They 
have  no  wine  in  the  country,  but  indulge 
thcmfelves  in  the  free  ule  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors, as  well  as  in  that  of  toba<;co ;  and 

they 
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they  are  pailionately  fond  of  chewing  the 
areca-nut  and  betel-leaf^  kneaded  into  a 
pafte  with  lime  and  water.  The  men  are 
lazy  in  the  extreme ;  the  fmoking  of  to-f 
bacco  being  their  chief  employment ;  and  a 
fervant  always  attends  his  mafler  abroad 
with  the  apparatus  for  fmoking.  The 
women  are  remarkably  induftrious,  as  well 
at  home  in  domeilic  affairs^  as  abroad  in 
cultivating  the  land.  In  towns  they  often 
ad:  as  agents  and  brokers  for  foreign  mem- 
chants^  and  cohabit  with  them  during  theis 
agency ;  and  in  both  iituations  are  faid  to 
a<9:  with  fidelity.  Concubinage  is  not  here 
accounted  diihonourable. 

The-  exterior  drefs  of  thefe  people  was 
hardly  fufficient  to  difcrimi^ate  the  fexcs. 
Both  wore  a  loofe  robe,  with  long  fleeves, 
whioh  cover  the  hands ;  but  perfons  of  rank, 
particularly  the  ladies,  put  on  three  of  theft 
gowns,  of  different  colours,  one  over  the 
other.  The  undermoft  touched  the  ground  j 
the  next  was  ibmewhat  Ihorter,  and  the  up- 
permoft  the  (hortcft  of  all.     Small  collars 
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were  put  round  the  neck  of  the  robe ;  an3 
this  was  fufficicntly  full  to  fold  over  the 
brealL  They  had  no  linen^  but  wore,  in 
Ireu,  next  the  Ikin,  vefts  and  trowfers  of 
lilk  or  cotton.  To  comple  their  drefs  every 
lady  puts  on  a  girdle,  from  which  hangs  a 
filk  bag,,  having  three  partitions  to  contain 
tobacco,  areca-nut,  and  betel  leaf;  and  the 
gentlemen  have  an  ornamented  ribband 
riirown  over  the  Ihoulder  like  a  belt,  hav*» 
ing  affixed  to  it  a  fmall  cafe  or  purfe  for  his 
areca-imt  and  betel.  A  few  of  the  women 
appeared  in  hats,  but  never  with  caps ;  and 
ibme  o£  the  men  wore  turbans.  Neither 
fcx,  whatever  were  their  drefs,  made  ufe  of 
Ihoes. 

Rice  is  the  principal  objeftof  cultivation* 
of  which  there  are  two  kinds;  one  requir- 
ing a  wet,  the  other  a  dry  foil.  The  laft 
has  the  appellation  of  mountain  rice. — But 
bcfides  this,  filk,  cotton,  pepper,  cinnanxon, 
coffee,  (and,  as  were  before  mentioned,) 
arcca-nut,  betel,  and  tobacco,  are  alio  gene- 
rally cultivated.     The  vine,  it  is  faid,  grows 
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.ipontancoufly  upon  the  mountains ;  but  the 
juice  of  the  grape  is  not  made  into  wine. — -• 
The  fweet-fcented  aguila  or  eagle  wood,  fb 
highly  cftcemed  ii^  the  eaft,  ufed  to  be 
brought  hither  from  the  mountains;  but, 
for  fbme  years  paft,  no  intercourfe  had  flib?- 
fiUcd  between  the  high  and  low^lapders^ 

An  objeft  of  natural  curioiity  presented 
.  itielf  to  view  by  accident.  Upon  p.  ihrub 
(not  unlike  the  privet)  neither  in  fruit  nor 
flower,  were  difcovercd  a  vaft  number  of 
uncommon  infers,  creeping  about  fome  of 
its  fmall  branches.  They  were,  in  fize,  not 
much  larger  than  a  domcftic  fly ;  in  ftmcr 
ture — ^very  curious,  having  peiftinated  extu- 
berances  riling  in  a.  curve,  and  inclining  to- 
wards the  head,  fbmething  iimilar  in  {orrt\ 
to  the  tail-feathers  of  the  common  fowl, 
but  in  the  contrary  direftioi^.  The  infcft 
was  either  perfedlly  white  of  itfelf,  or,  at 
leafl:,  covered  with  a  white  powder ;  and 
eveji  the  ftem  upon  which  theft  infers 
were  perceived,  was  by  them  covered  with 
^  white,  fubtile  fubftanqe.     The  annexed 
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plate' wiD  tend  to  elucidsite  this  defcripr 
tkm. 

* 

The  white  wax  of  the  eaft  was  faid  tq 
be  compofed  of  the  above  white  powder. 
A  certun  proportion  of  vegetable  oil  being 
mixed  vnth  it»  and  kneaded  together  ^ves 
it  a  degree  of  confiftence  or  iblidity^  as  tq 
render  it  fit  to  be  moulded  into  candles. 
The  experiment  maj  be  made,  and  the  fad 
aicertained  by  incorporating  one  part  of  this 
vrax,  with  three  parts  of  olive  oil.  The 
compoiiticm  will  concrete  into  a  ma&>  with 
nearly  the  hardnefs  of  bee*s  wax. 

Turon  bay  affords  a  fafe  retreat  for  ihips 
of  any  burden,  and  at  all  ieafbns  of  the  year; 
and  the  coail,  beiides,  is  intercepted  v^th 
other  commodious  harbours.  Cochin-china 
then  may  be  confidered  as  particularly  well 
adapted  for  commerce,  feeing  that  its  vici- 
niny  to  China,  Tung-quin,  Japan,  Cam- 
bodia, Siam,  Borneo,  Sumatra,  Malacca, 
and  the  Philippines  renders  any  intercourfe 
with  thefe  countries  {hort  and  facile.     M*. 
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teafrbw,  who  furveyed  the  harbour,  and  has 
given  apian  of  it,  found  the  latitude  of  the 
Hindoftan*s  anchorage  to  be  lixtcen  degrees 
feven  minutes  north,  and  lottgitude  a  hun- 
dred arid  eight  degrees  twelve  minutes  weft* 

Notwithftanding  the  difadvantage  of  cli- 
mate, the  country  in  general,  was  imagined 
to  be  healthy ;  the  fcorching  rayi  of  the 
fummer  fun  bqing  tempered  by  the  regular 
breezes  froitl  the  fea.  The  rainy  feafbn 
commenced  in  September,  and  continued 
till  the  end  of  November,  during  which 
period  the  low  lands  were  frequently  in- 
undated by  torrents  precipitated  from  the 
mountains.  Thefe  inundations  happened 
about  once  a  fortnight,  and  continued  for 

« 

two  or  three  days  ;  and  as  the  time  of  their 

commencement  was    about  the   full   and 

* 

change  of  the  rtioon,  it  feemed  to  confirm 
the  idea  of  that  fatellite's  influence.  The 
pionths  of  December,  January  and  Fe- 
bruary were  alfo  accompanied  with  fomt 
rain,  and  with  cold  northerly  winds. 

N3  The 
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The  deluge,  juft  mentioned,  like  the  ptf^ 
riodic  overflowings  of  the  Nile,  rendered 
this  country  as  fruitful  as  any  upon  thef  face 
of  the  earth ;  many  parts  of  the  land  pro- 
ducing three  crops  of  grain  in  the  year^ 
Several  commercial  nations  had  an  exten- 
iive  intercourfe  with  the  people,  and  wCre 
accuftom^d  to  barter  Britiih  manufaftures 
for  their  valuable  produftions,  in  which 
were  included  the  precious  n>etals.  But 
the  devaftations  caufed  by  intcfliine  broils 
had  turned  the  current  of  Gommerce>  and 
flow,  except  a  few  Chinefe  junks,  nothing 
but  their  own  galleys  ahd  ibmetimes  a  Por-* , 
tuguezc  veffel  were  feen  in  their  harbours. 

Other  circumftances  haflened  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  the  eommerce  of  the  country.  Per- 
miffion  to  trade  was  only  to  be  obtained  by 
purchafe ;  high  duties  were  levied  on  goods 
for  fale,  and  prefents  demanded  by  thofe  in 
power ;  and  to  complete  the  whole,  perfidy 
had  been  pradifed  to  cut  off  both  ihip  and 
cargo.  An  inftance  of  this  kind  is  record- 
ed, by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  to   have 
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happened  in  the  year  1778.  The  French, 
confcious  of  the  danger  and  uncertainty  of 
holding  intercourfe  with  them,  had  dircfted 
their  views  to  the  purchafe  of  the  finall 
ifland  of  Callao,  iltuated  a  few  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  Turon.  Such  an  intention 
rendered  that  ifland  of  importance  ;  and  a 
profeiConal  vifit  was  made  to  it  by  Captain 
Parifli  and  Mr.  Barrow* 

Callao,  fo  called  by  its  inhabitants,  but 
by  Europeans  Campello,  is  oppofite  to  the 
mouth  of  a  large  river  on  the  coafl  of  Co- 
chin-china, about  eight  miles  to  the  caft- 
ward ;  on  the  banks  of  which  Hands  the 
town  of  Fai-foo,  a  place  well  known,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  harbour  of  Turon. 
The  bearing  of  the  higheft  peak  of  Callao, 
from  this  harbour,  is  about  fouth-caft,  dif- 
tant  thirty  miles.  The  extreme  points  of 
the  ifland  lie  in  fifteen  degrees  fifty  three 
minutes,  and  fifteen  degrees  fifty  fevcn  mi- 
nutes north  latitude ;  the  greateft  length  is 
from  north-weft  to  fouth-eaft,  and  is  about 
five  miles ;  and  its  mean  breadth  two  miles. 

N  4  The 
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The  fduth-^eft  cdaft  is  the  only  inhabited 
part  of  the  iiland.  The  lower  grounds  con- 
tain about  two  hundred  acres  of  good  fertile 
land,  diveriified  with  temples^  houies>  ibrub- 
beries,  and  .trees  of  various  kinds ;  tod  a 
ftream  of  pure  wate^  iiluing  from  the  moun^ 
tains^  is  dire&ed  through  fluices  along  the 
ridges  of  the  vale,  to  refreih  the  rice  grounds 
in  dry  ieafbns. — ^The  number  of  houfes  upon 
the  ifland  was  about  iixty ;  of  which  thirty 
were  in  th^  principal  village,  chiefly  built 
of  wood,  a  few,  however,  of  ftone,  cover-» 
ed  with  tiles ;  and  the  appearance  of  the 
whole  was  clean  and  decent.  Behind  every 
houfe,  not  immediately  in  the  village,  were 
growing  in  a  ilate  of  exuberance,  iiigar  canes, 
tobacco,  and  various  kinds  of  vegetables* 

Exclufive  of  the  principal  bay  there  were 
feven  fandy  inlets^  and  at  the  back  of  thefe 
fmall  parcels  of  level  ground.  Thefe  en- 
trances formed  tolentble  landing  for  boats ; 
but  lleep  and  rugged  rocks,  which  feparated 
them  from  each  other,  rendered  any  com-^ 
mimication  between  them  difficult,  if  not 
I  impraAi- 


TO    CHINA.  183 

imprai^cable ;  fo  that  very  flight  works 
would  be  fufiicient  to  defend  the  ifland.  The 
water  in  the  bay  was  deep  enough  fox  fliips 
of  the  heavieft  burden^  and  they  were  pcr- 
fe Aly  flieltered  from  every  wind^  except  the 
fbuth-eafti  to  which  quarter  it  was  immcsdi- 
atcly  open. — ^The  diilance  betwixt  this  and 
China  is  very  fliort ;  a  paflage  with  a  fair 
tnonibon  was  made  in  four  or  five  days.  If^ 
therefore^  the  impediments  and  refbridtions 
which  impede  a  freer  intercourfe  with  China 
could  be  removed^  a  iettlement  at  Cochin* 
china  would  be  of  as  much  advantage  to 
Great  Britain  as  to  any  European  nation } 
becaufe,  independent  of  this  new  channel  for 
the  conflimption  of  its  own  manufadhires,  it 
would  fecure  to  the  Britiih  fettlements  of 
Hindoflan  an  important  demand  for  their 
productions* 

Preparations  were  now  making  by  the  fqua* 
dron  for  their  departure.  They  had  been  about 
fourteen  days  in  Turon  harbour,  and  the  mon« 
foon  having  fet  in  favourably  promifcd  a 
quick  paiTage  to  the  coafl  of  China.    The  ia<- 
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talids  who  had  been  on  fliore  the  tvholfe  titne^ 
were  returned  on  board  in  better  healthy  and 
the  Ihip  was  free  from  every  kind  of  conta*« 
gion.  The  pailengcrs  and  crew  had  to  re-* 
gret  the  dcceafe  of  a  worthy  man»  Mr.  Tot- 
hill,  purfer  of  the  Lion ;  and  nearly  about 
the  fame  time,  much  temporary  uneafme& 
Was  created  for  the  fete  of  Mr.  Jackfon,  the 
mailer,  as-wxU  as  for  a  boat's  crew.  He  had 
gone  in  one  of  the  fliip's  boats  to  take  the 
ibundings  and  bearings  of  the  eaftem  ihore^ 
on  the  pcninlula  of  Turon,  and  was  exped- 
ed  to  return  the  fame  night.  All  the  next 
day  elapfed  without  any  tidings  of  him^ 
and  of  courie  his  friends  were  alarmed  for 
his  fafety,  recollcAing  the  perfidioufhcfs  and 
cruelties  exerclfed  againft  ftrangers  upon  the 
coail.  The  rumour  which  had  been  fpread 
that  he,  the  boat's  crew  and  the  boat  had 
been  feized  and  detained,,  was  foon  confirm-, 
cd  by  a  Mandarine,  who  acknowledged  that 
fome  foreigners  had  been  taken  up  for  at- 
tempting to  penetrate,  in  the  night  time, 
one  of  the  rivers  in  a  fufpicious,  if  not  in  an 
unwarrantable  manner.  This  was  a  very  un- 

pleafant 
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J>leaiant  circiimftance,  as  it  was  pofliblc  that 
a  tedious  diicuffion  with  the  aAing  govern- 
ment might  arife  from  the  fubjcdl,  which^ 
in  its  confequences  might  in  fbme  refpc^fb 
impede  the  buiinefs  of  the  Embafly.  The 
EmbaiTador^  however,  daimed  them^  and  a 
promife  was  given  that  they,  their  boat  and 
cfFcfts  fliould  all  be  reftored.  A  few  days 
after  they  did  return,  but  in  their  captivity 
they  had  fufFercd  much  fatigue  and  many 
indignities  from  the  people,  independent  of 
the  cruelties  excrcifed  over  them  by  the  in- 
ferior officers. 

This  incident  furnilhed  Mr.  Jackfon  with 
an  opportunity  of  making  ibme  pertinent 
remarks  on  that  part  of  the  country  through 
which  he  was  marched.  He  ftated  that,  in- 
tending to  take  a  lurvey  of  the  eaftem  coaft 
of  the  peniniula^  he  kept  along  fliore  till  he 
reached  the  iflhmus*  point,  when  the  fea- 
breeze  fct  in.  He  then  flood  towards  the 
entrance  of  Fai-foo  river ;  and  being  afTured 
that  it  was  a  branch  df  another  river  of  which 
another  branch,  at  a  ihort  diilance,  fell  into 

the 
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the  harbouf  of  Turon,  he  thought  of  rcWrtt- 
ing  that  way  to*  the  fliip.  After  proceeding 
twenty  miles  in  various  direAions,  about 
tight  at  night  he  found  him&lf  before  a  large 
town  on  the  bank  of  a  river.  Having  re- 
mained therd  about  two  hours^  he  was 
beckoned  on  ihore  by  two  armed  galleys ; 
but  he  had  no  iboner  landed  tha^h  he  was 
feized  by  fourteen  men,  and  taken  to  a  honfe 
in  the  town,  where  he  and  the  reft  remained 
prifoners  all  night.  The  next  morning  they 
were  dl  reriioved  from  theilce,  handculFed, 
to  a  fort  at  a  ihort  diftance  from  the  towfii 
and  treated  with  much  inhumanity  till  the 
arrival  of  a  perfbn  of  authority,  who,  appa- 
rently, w^  greatly  dtipleafed  at  their  be- 
haviour. They  were  afterwards  marched 
for  two  days  through  the  country,  fcoffcd  by 
their  condu6tors,  and  derided  by  the  popu- 
bce,  till  at  length,  being  efcorted  to  their 
boat,  they  got  on  board  and  fteered  for  Tu- 
ron  harbour. 

In  matching  through  the  courttry  fa  tht 
ibuth- weft  of  Turon,  Mr,  Jackfon  oblcrved 

it- 
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k  was  level  and  fertile.  He  faw  many  rivem 
and  canals  full  of  boats  of  various  ilzes.  They 
lay  before  a  town  thrqe  quarters  of  a  mile 
long,  (diftant  from  the  fea  twelve  miles) 
whofe  houfes  were  built  with  red  brick- 
They  paiTed  through  two  othpr  large  towns ; 
in  oae,  the  market  was  ftoicd  with  rice, 
yams,  fweet  potatoes,  greens,  pumpkins,  me- 
lons, fugar  (in  wide  circular  caiks,  at  three 
halfpence  a  pound),  fugar  canes,  poultry  and 
hogs.  Stalls  were  ered:ed  in  the  market^ 
built  with  bamboQ,  for  the  iale  of  cloths 
and  other  articles.  The  country  feemed 
exceedingly  populous,  and  both  men  and 
wom^n  ^ry  induilrious. 

Narrow  paths,  in  cultivated  grounds^ 
ierved  as  diftinAions  of  landed  property,  for 
they  had  no  fences  whatever.  The  land 
was  ploughed  by  a  couple  of  buffaloes ;  and 
the  plough  appeared  to  be  all  of  wood. 
Children  were  employed  in  picking  cotton 
from  the  pod  ;  and  women  in  fpinning  £(nd 
weaving  it.  The  hories  he  faw  were  fmall 
Jt>ut  mettlefome.     They  had  many  goats; 

and 
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and  there  were  fome  mules  and  aifes.  The 
civil  officers  treated  the  people  like  tyrantSj 
the  ibldiers  like  brutes;  both  kept  them 
under  great  fubjeftion.  .Their  arms  con- 
iifted  of  fpears;  long  pikes  and  cutlafles* 
He  iaw  no  cannon,  but  feveral  wall-pieces 
with  bcU-likc  muzzles.  There  were  no 
carriages  of  any  kind;  neither,  indeed,  were 
the  paths  made  wide  enough  to  admit  them. 

Since  Tung-quin  had  fubmitted  to  the 
lurms  of  the  late  ufurper,  the  whole  of  the 
Cochin -chinefe  territories  occupied  the 
fpace  between  the  twelfth  degree  of  north-r 
em  latitude,  and  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  and 
its  breadth  not  quite  two  degrees  of  longi- 
tude. Thefe  domains  arq  bounded  to  the 
weftward  by  a  cordon  of  mountains,  which  lie 
contiguous  to  the  kingdoms  of  Laos,  Siam, 
und  Cambodia ;  Cochin-china  and  Tong* 
quin.are  waflicd  by  the  fea  to  the  eaftwardj 
this — ^has  the  Chinefe  province  of  Yunmaq 
to  the  northward;  and  that — ^Tfiompa  to 
the  fouthward.  The  whole  comprifes  about 
ninety  five  thoufand  fquare  miles« 

Notice 
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'  Notice  was  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
Cochin-chinefe  government  that  the  fqua* 
dron  was  about  to  quit  its  prcfcnt  ftation. 
This  was  anlwcred  by  a  meffage  of  compli- 
ment from  the  reigning  prince,  attended  bjr 
a  Iccond  prefent  of  rice  and  other  provi'-* 
iions.  The  Embaffador  replied  with  appro- 
priate civility  and  thanks,  and  Signified  hi^ 
intention  of  returning  to  Cochin-china,  if 
prafticable,  after  he  Ihould  have  vifited  the 
court  of  Pekin.  The  Iquadron  then  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  from  Turon  on  the  iix- 
teenth  of  June,  1793- 

'  For  the  firft  three  days  after  their  depar- 
ture, they  met  with  currents  which  fet  irv 
various  direftions,  arifing  from  difFerent 
caufes ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of  June  the 
fhips  difcovered  a  high,  acuminated  iiland, 
called  by  Europeans  the  Grand  Ladrone, 
I^ear  it  was  another,  lefs  lofty,  but  more 
level  upon  its  top;  and  the  fame  day  the 
main  land  of  China  came  in  iight,  bearing 
north-north-eaft. 
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On  the  twenty  firft  of  June  the  (quadfon 
anchored  in  twelve  fathoms  water,  under 
the  lee  of  Chook-tphoo,  another  qf  the  La-* 
drones;  which  pUce  bofe  fouth  by  weft, 
diib^pt  three  miles,  and  the  Gnind  Ladrone 
weft-fouth-weft  three  leagues.  The  lati- 
tude of  the  Grand  Ladrone  was  found  to  be 
twenty  one  degrees  fifty  tvf o  fninutes  north, 
and  the  longitude  a  hundred  and  thirteen 
degrees  thirty  fix  nainutcs  eaft ;  the  latitude 
of  Chook-tchpo  tvvcnty  one  degrees  fifty 
five  minutes  north  i  longitude  a  hundred 
and  thirteen  degrees  forty  four  minutes  eaft. 
The  above  longitudes,  which  were  afcer- 
tained  from  carre<^  data,  and  accurate  cal- 
culations, arc  a  few  n^iles  lefs  eafterly  than 
l?vhat  they  have  been  fuppofc4  to  lie  in. 

The  rocks  adjoining  the  fea,  which  bor^ 
dcr  the  ifland,  are  of  a  dark  brown  colour^i 
and  much  honeycombed,  by  reafbn  of  the 
a<^on  pf  the  fait  water.  They  are  compo- 
nent mafies  of  clay^  a  fmall  proportion  of 
calx  of  iron,  and  a  confiderabl,^  qpe  of  flinty 
earth,  and  of  mica,  a  genus  of  the  talc;  and 

the 
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the  foil  upon  the  furface  of  the  iiland  feem- 
cd  to  partake  of  their  combined  properties* 
Some  Iprings  are  found  upon  thefe  iilands^ 
whofe  water  is  neither  brackifli  nor  chaly- 
beat^i 

■ 

The  fquadron  being  now  6n  the  borders 
of  China,  the  Embaflador  gave  direiSlions 
for  the  Jachall  and  Clarence  brigs  to  pro- 
ceed to  Madao,  on  the  bufincfs  of  the  Em- 
bafly.  On  this  occailon^  two  Chinefe^ 
brought  from  Europe,  who  during  the'  paft 
•fage  had  affocia^ted  with  the  interpreters, 
wiflied  to  embjracc  that  opportunity  of  re- 
turningto  th^ir  native  land,  and  accordingly 
folicited  his  Excellency's  pqrmiffiori.  The 
condud:  of  both  had  been  exemplary  (lurfflg 
the  paiTage;  and  one.  of  them,  an. adept  jri 
the  Chinefe  chatadlers,  had  oceafionally  af-^ 
lifted  the  interpreters  in  the  way  of  their 
profeffion.  Before  his  departiM-e  his  Ex- 
cellency pteffed  him  often  to  accept  of;  9io- 
ney  and  prefents,  as  a  compenfa,tion  ;fp?  J^il 
trouble ;  but  he  was  inflexible  in  hl^  rO 
fufals, — declaring^  at  the  fame  time,  hi? 
pcrfed  efteem  for  the  Englilh  nation ;  and 

O  that 
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that  gratitude  for  the  civilities  which  had 
been  ibewn  him,  would  compel  him,,  when 
in  China,  to  do  juftice  to  its  charafter,  to 
tht  extent  of  his  influence.  One  of  the 
interpreters  was  alfo  defirous  of  retiring  from 
the  fervice  of  the  EmbafTy,  through  fear  of 
being  detefted,  and  punilhed  conformable 
to  the  laws  of  his  country ;  for  leaving  it 
without  licence,  and  for  accepting  an  em- 
ployment  from  a  foreigner.  The  cafe  of 
the  other  interpreter  was  exac^y  fimitai^ 
but  he  had  lefs  apprchenfions  and  more  for- 
titude ;  and  was  determined,  at  all  evdAts, 
to  fulfil  His  engagement.  To  prevent  de- 
te Aion,  he  was  dreffed  in  aft  Englifli  mill- 
tary  uniform^  with  fword  and  cockade;  and 
though  a  native  of  Tartary,  fubjed  to  China, 
his  features  were  not  fo  ftrongly  markea  as 
to  betray  his  country,  and  he  anglicifcd  his 
namfC  as  an  additional  precaution.  \ 

-   The  othe-r  three  Chiriefe  cmb&rked  for 
Ma(sao,  with  the  perfons  ordered  thither  by 

» 

the  EmbalTador  on  the  bufmefs  before  men- 
tioned.    The  Secretary  alfo    carried    with 
him  difpatches  from  the  government  gene- 
ral 
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rai  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  fettlements,  to 

* 

their  reiident  in  China,  with  inftruftions  to 
aid  the  views  of  the  Britilh  Embafly  ;  and 
betters  to  the  fame  purport  from  the  cardi- 
nal prcfeA  of  the  congregation  for  propa- 
gating the  faith  at  Rome,  to  the  procurator 
of  the  millions  refiding  at  Macao.  The 
Engliih  factory  ftill  remained  there,  none 
of  the  fliips  having  yet  arrived  from  Eu- 
rope, that  feafon,  in  the  river  Canton. — 
Note  IV. 

On  the  return  of  the  twobrigs  from  Macao, 
the  Embaifador  received  information  from 
the  Engliih  Eaft  India  Company*s  commif- 
fiOners,  that  "  his  Imperial  Majcfty*s  difpo- 
iition  to  affoi'd  a  reception  to  the  Embafly, 
fui  table  to  its  dignity,  had  not  fufFered  the 
leaft  diminution,  as  appeared  by  his  repeat- 
ed inftrudions  on  this  fubjeft  to  the  dif- 
ferent governments  upon  the  coaft.  He 
hfeid  given  orders  for  Mandarines  to  await 
his  Excellency's  arrival,  and  the  pilots  to  be 
ptoperly  ftationed  to  take  charge  of  his 
M^efty's  (hips,  and  to  condu6l  them  iil 
fafety  to  Tien-fing,  as  well  as  to  prepare  for 
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receiving  the  Embaffador,  and  coiivcying 
him  and  fuite  to  Pckin;  concluding  his 
commands  with  thefe  remarkable  words, 
"  that  as  a  great  Mandarine  had  come  fo  far 
to  vifit  htm,  lie  miift  he  received  in  a  dtftin^ 
gutjhed  manner y  and  anfuoerahle  to  the  occa^- 
Jion^ 

The  commiflioners,  however,  formed  the 
opinion,  coUeded  from  fa<Sls,  that  the  go- 
verning officers  of  that  place  to  whom  the 
Embafly  was  exceedingly  obnoxious,  had 
contravened  the  difpofition  and  inclinations 
of  the  Emperor  towards  Europeans;  and 
that  nothing  could  be  fo  defirabk,  ilor  fo 
advantageous  to  the  E^ft  India  Company 
as  the  efFefting  of  a  free  commxmication 
between  their  fervants  and  the  court  of 
Pckin.  The  Hoppo,  or  chief  officer  of  the 
revenue  and  infpeftor  of  foreign  trade  was 
the  moft  alarmed.  He  ftood  felf-conviAed 
by  his  manifold  ads  of  oppreffion,  extortion, 
and  injufticc,  and  viewing  the  intent  of  the 
Embafly  in  no  other  light  than  to  procure 
a  redrcfs  of  grievances,  he  was  tefriiied  at 
the  thought  of  an  invefljigation,  and  em*- 

ployed 
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ployed  all  his  art  and  intcreft  to  counteraft 
its  tendency. 

The  Foo-yen,  or  Governor  of  Canton, 
whofe  idea  of  the  bufinefs  coincided  with 
that  of  the  Hoppo,  was  not  without  his  ap-^ 
prehenfions ;  and  was  ftill  anxious  to  know 
the  private  objc<fts  of  the  Embafly.  Per- 
fuading  himfelf  that  the  Commiffioncrs 
muft  be  acquainted  with  them,  as  welUas 
with  the  perfons  to  be  denounced,  he  af- 
fured  the  Commiffioners,  that  *^  if  they 
would  difclofe  them  to  him,  he  would  con- 
fine the  matter  within  his  own  breaft  and 
that  of  the  Emperor."  They  very  properly 
replied,  that,  as  far  as  came  within  their 
knowledge,  there  was  no  other  view  than 
that  of  paying  a  juft  compliment  to  his  Im- 
perial Majcfty,  and  of  cultivating  his  frieiid- 
(liip. 

The  Commiffioners  had  been  repeatedly 
preffed  to  write  to  the  Embalfador  to  ftop 
at  Canton,  where  all  foreign  veflels  came, 
jn   lieu   of  going  to  Tien-fing.      By  this 

O  3  artificg 
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^ifipe  they  hoped  to  diye  into  thofe  iup- 
pofed  intentions,  and  if  fiich  exifted?  to  rcr 
tard  the  progrcfs  of  the  Embafly  ;  probably 
by  corrupting  the  integrity  of  the  pilots  in 
fubjei^ng  them  to  be  bi^ifpd  by  intriguing 
peribns  confefledly  againft  thq  measure* 

Some  of  the  European  faftories  ftill  en"* 
tertainedjealoufieson  the  occaiion  ;  but  the 
putch  had  availed  themfelves  of  the  u^fcent 
influence  pf  the  English  to  avoid  the  ufual 
impofts  laid  on  foreigners,  who  ren^ove  from 
Canton  to  Ma^cao.  The  Emperor's  notifi- 
cation had  made  fiich  an  imprcflipn  on  the 
officers  of  government  ^t  Canton,  that  feve-. 
ral  new  taxes  which  originated  with,  and 
were  claimed  by  the  JIoppo,  in  the  ^irticle 
of  cuftoms,  had,  fiiice  the  arrival  of  the 
Commiffioners,  been  given  up,  on  an  abfo. 
lute  refulal  to  fubmit  to  them ;  and  this 
without  any  confequent  delay  in  (hipping 
the  company's  teas.  The  fufpefted  com-^ 
plaints  which  he  deprecated,  had  extorted 
from  him  in^^rtces  of  forbe^ance,  and  afta 
ofcivility. 

The 
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The  Governor  of  Canton  ha4  demanded 
a  lift  of  the  prefcnts  intended  for  the  £m* 
peror ;  and  as  the  curiofity  of  the  court  of 
Pekin  had  been  roufed  on  the  occafion^  he 
wi$ti^  for  the  means  of  gratifying  it.-^Hc 
laid  it  down  as  a  neceflary  condition ;  af* 
firming  that  *'  he  could  not  fend  the  letter 
announcing  the  E^ibafTador's  approach^  with 
an  offering  to  his  matter,  without  tranfmitting 
the  particulars  of  it."  The  Commiflioners^ 
who  difcovered  that  much  importance  wa& 
attached  to  the  nature  of  the  prefents,  gave 
all  the  information  they  were  able  concern* 
ing  thenii  hut  declared  their  l^nowledge 
of  the  bufinefs  was  very  limited,  as  they 
had  left  England  previoi^s  to  many  of  them 
being  provided, 

.The  Embailador  received  informatiqn^ 
alfo,  frorji  the  Commiffioners,  that  two  of 
thp  native  merchants  of  Cantonr  had  got  or-: 
dcrs  to  be  in  readinefs  to  go  to  any  part  of 
the  cqs^ft,  whenever  ii^telligence  Ihould  be 
obtained  that  any  of  hi,^  Majefty's  fliips  had 
arrived  there  with  the  EmbaiTadoXi  and  pro^ 

O  4  bably 
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hably  to  proceed  to  court  with  his  Excel* 
Tency.  It  was  conje6hired  they  were  to 
icrve  as  interpreters,  as  well  as-  to  treat  for 
any  merchandize  which  might  be  fent  with 
the  Embaflador  for  fale.  The  Commiffion^ 
ers,  however,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  ex- 
tenfive  traffic  between  the  faid  merchants 
and  the  Company  might  fuffer  by  their  ab- 
sence, and  for  that  reafbn  intreated  the  go- 
vernment not  to  take  them  from  their  bufi- 
ncfs,  inafmuch  as  the  Embaflador  was  al- 
ready accommodated  wdth  interpreters,  and 
that  there  were  no  goods  of  any  kind  for  fale 
on  board  the  Ihips  which  attended  the  Em- 
bafly. — ^Thefe  merchants,  befides  being  ill- 
qualified  for  interpreters,  would  have  lufFered 
confiderably  in  their  affairs  by  the  journey; 
they,  therefore,  backed  the  petition  by  npakr 
ing  liberal  prefents  to  the  officers  of  thf 
government  of  Canton,  and  were  in  confer 
quence  excused  from  leaving  their  concerns. 

It  had  been  the  cuflom,  on  fbrmer  Em- 
baffies  to  fend  one  of  the   mtjffionariesy  at- 
tached to  the  palace,  to  meet  and  accom- 
pany 


I 
I 


TO    CHINA.  201 

pany  the  Embaflador  to  court,  but  even  with 
ihefe  a  change  of  iyftem  had  been  refolved 
on.  Due  precautions  had  been  taken,  from 
the  moment  the  French  Revolution  and  its 
concomitant  calamities,  were  known  at  Pe- 
kin,  to  prevent  the  introduction  and  diflc-^ 
mination  of  fimilar  principles. — ^And  though 
foreigners  were  not  excluded  from  entering 
into  Canton,  and  that  miffionaries  were  ftill 
admitted  into  China,  and,  as  adepts  in  the 
fcienees,  encouraged  in  the  capital,  yet  their 
condud  was  narrowly  watched,  and  their 
correfpondence  intercepted  and  examined  by 
the  vigilant  and  luipicious  government  of 
China. 

The  inference  deducible  from  the  above 
is  obvious  ;  that  on  the  prefent  occafion,  of 
communicating  with  foreigners,  the  Chinele 
would  naturally  give  the  preference  to  their 
own  fubjcAs ;  nearly  in  which  light,  from  a 
long  uninterrupted  connexion,  they  confi- 
dered  the  Portugueze  of  the  dependent  fet- 
tlement  of  Macao.  Some  friendly  offices, 
iioweyer,  were  to  be  expcAed  from  thefe  in 
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behalf  of  tke  Englifh^  in  confequencc  o(  the 
flri<^  alliance  which  ilibiifted  bctwijit  the 
two  nations.  But  the  EmbaiHidor  was  af-- 
fured,  on  the  beft  authority^  th?irt  the  For- 
tiigueze  {till  retained  their  ancient  p^^icy  of 
a  monopoly,  and  were  exerting  their  influ- 
ence to  exclude  all  foreigners  from  Chin^t 
His  Excellency  then  had  principally  to  rely 
on .  the  impreilion  which  his  own  condu^ 
and  that  of  his  fuite,  might  make  on  the 
Chinefe^  for  diffipating  the  jealoufies,  an4 
removing  the  prejudices  entertained  again^ 
the  Engliih,  as  well  as  for  fuf  mounting  every 
obftacle  that  might  be .  thrown  in  his  way 
to  countera<5l  the  tendency  of  the  Em-* 
baffy. 

The  brigs  being  returned  from  Macao^ 
the  fquadron  got  under  way,  and  left  Chook-^ 
choo  on  the  twenty- third  of  June,  The 
wind  was  favourable  for  their  courfc  to^ 
wards  the  ftraits  whjch  feparate  the  conti-r 
ncRt  of  China  frQm  the  inland  of  Tqrinola, 
or,  as  the  Chineie  c^ll  it,  Tai-wan^  Th? 
ikme  day  the  IhipspaiTcd  between  two  fiwJi 

iflands. 
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iil^dsj  one>  from  its  bifurcated  appearance, 
^allisd  AiTes  Ears,  the  other  Lema,  both  en-» 
viFoned  with  iQcks,  and  uncultivated.  By 
VPL^^iom^  obfervatioq^,  and  the  aid  of 
^me-I^eepers,  the  ^tV^tlons  pf  thef§  iiland^ 

T   ,     ^(The  Affes'Ears,  21°  SS^Kt  ^, 

* 

Long.  I  :  :  :  :  jjj  ,i  }Eaft. 

.  On  the  twenty  fourth  of  Jufie  a  large 
elevated  rock  va^  dcfcried,  which'  being 
perfeftly  vhite,  has  obtained  froni  the  Por- 
tuguezcj  who  firft  difcovercd^  it,  the  name 
pf  Pedra  Branca*  Its  latitude  is  twenty 
two  degrees  nineteen  minutes  north,  longi- 
tude a  hundred  and  fourteen  degrees  fifty 
feven  minutes  eaft.  At  noon  the  thermo- 
meter was  at  eighty  four  degrees,  and  the 
l>arometer  at  tw^enty  nine  inches  feyenty 
three  decimal  parts.  During  the  lafl:  twen- 
ty four  hours,  a  current  h^d  fet  north  by 
fail,  9t  the  r^te  of  4  mile  an  hour, 

,       The 
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The  next  day  the  fquadron  croflcd  the 
tropic  of  Cancer.  An  extraordinary  degree 
of  rednefs  that  evening,  attended  the  ietting 
iiin*  The  quickfilver  fell  fuddenly  in  the 
barometer ;  and  the  wind,  before  moderate, 
changed  now  €o  a  frefli  gale  from  the  fbuth 
weft. 

The  morning  of  the  twenty-fixth  came 
ia  with  heavy  {quails,  attended  with  rain, 
thunder,  and  lightning;  but  there  was  a 
calm  before  noon.  The  fea,  notwithftand- 
ing,  kept  up  for  fome  time.  The  thermo^ 
meter  ftood  at  eighty-two  degrees,  and  the 
barometer  at  twenty  nine  inches  iixty  three 
decimal  parts.  During  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  the  wind  veered  from  fouth  eaft 
to  foath  by  weft ;  and  the  weather  being 
Iqually,  thick  and  hazy,  attended  with  nvuch 
rain,  no  obfervation  coyld  be  taken, 

» 

It  is  a  cuftom  among  the  Chincfe  failors> 

when  it  rains,  to  change  their  cotton  clothes 

for  jackets  and  trowfers  made  of  ftraight, 

uncOmprefled  reeds,  placed  parallel  to  each 

•  other; 
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Other ;  and  to  wear  a  flouchcd  hat  formed 
of  the  fame  texture  and  materials.  The 
rain  Hides  off  their  furfaces  as  water  docs  oflF 
the  feathers  of  aquatic  birds. 

On  the  twenty  fev6nth  of  June  the  wea- 
ther was  likewife  fqually,  with  continued 
heavy  rains,  and  a  difagreeable  crofs  Iwell  of 
the  fea.  By  obfervation,  a  current,  within 
the  laft  three  days,  had  run  forty  eight  mifes 
in  the  diredion  of  north  feventy  two  degrees 
eaft,  equal  to  two  thirds  of  a  mile  an  hour. 
The  thermometer  at  noon  ftood  at  feventy 
nine  degrees,  and  the  baroiheter  at  twenty 
nine  inches  fcventy  three  decimal  parts. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  the  wea- 
ther was  moderate  ;  the  wind  variable,  but 
chiefly  from  the  north ;  and  there  was  a 
heavy  fwell  fetting  eafterly.  The  fquadron 
having  now  cleared  the  Strait,  a  current 
was  obferved  to  iet  to  the  wcflward,  at  th^ 
rate  of  about  half  a  mile  an  hour.  Th^ 
weather  being  moderate,  a  courfe  was  Ihaped 
towards  the  iflands  of  Chu-lan. 

The 
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The  weather  proved  very  hazy  on  the 
twenty-ninth.  The  foundings  now  weto 
afcertained  to  decreaie  from  fifty  two  to 
twenty  two  fathoms ;  and  at  this  time  the 
ihips  perceived  a  clufter  of  iilands^  diflant  a 
very  few  miles^  called  the  Hey- fan,  ot  Black 
lilands ;  little  elfe  than  barren  rocks*  Their 
latitude  is  twenty  eight  degrees  fifty  three 
minutes  north,  and  longitude  a  hundred  and 
twenty  one  degrees  twenty  four  minutes 
eaft. 

Oh  the  thirtieth  of  June  the  fquadron 
had  thick  weather,  with  a  moderate  fouth-^ 
weft  breeze.  As  they  were  now  ftanding 
to  the  northward,  the  ibimdings  increaled 
from  twenty  two  to  thirty  two  fathoms. 

On  the  firft  of  July  they  met  with  hazy 
wfeather,  with  drizzling  rain;  the  wind 
foutherly,  but  variable.  This  day  anothet 
cluftcr  of  iflands,  called  the  Quee-fan,  were 
obferved;  and 

Th6 
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The  next  day,  the  fquadron  advancing 
ncair  them,  anchored  in  nine  fathoms  water* 
The  higheft  and  moft  foutherly  of  thele, 
called  by  the  Englifh,  Patchcock,  bore  nortii 
by  \vcft  four  miles.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude 
twenty  nine  degrees  twenty  two  minutes 
north,  longitude,  by  chronometer,  a  huft* 
dred  and  twenty  one  degrees  fifty  two  mi- 
nutes eail« 

On  the  third  of  July  the  fquadron  Weigh- 
ed anchor,  and  ftood  in,  not  without  diffi- 
culty, nearer  to  Chu-fan,  by  realbn  of  a 
multiplicity  of  boats  around  them,  ^here 
were  fame  thoufands  in  fight.  Three  hun- 
dred crMJded  about  the  Lion,  from  one  of 
which  a  pilot  Was  pjtocured  by  the  Hindof- 
tan.      He   conduced   her    off   Tree-a-top 

■ 

iiland,  and  anchored  her  four  miles  to  the 
fouthw«d'of'  it;  but  the  Lion  and  Jackall 
ftood  in,  and  came  to  between  the  Plough- 
man and  Bufiulo's  "Nofe.  From  hence  fortie 
of  the  gfefltlemen,  with  the  interpreter,*  y/cri 
itfpatcUed,  in  theClajrence,  to  Chu-fan,  td 
^   '  '  'Jt>ring 
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bring  down  the  pilots  who  had  been  ordcifcd 
to  carry  the  Ihips  to  Tien-fiiig. 

The  Lion  got  a  fupply  from  Plowman's 
ifland,  coniifting  of  buUocks^  goats^  and 
fowls  on  reaibnable  terms ;  and  of  fifh^  from 
boats  which  were  along  fide.  The  number 
of  vifitors  who  came  to  fee  the  Ihip  was  fb 
great  that  all  the  decks  were  filled ;  and  it 
was  found  neceflary  to  fend  off,  fiicceflSvely, 
one  party  to  mak^  roonl  for  another,  who 
were  equally  anxious  to  be  gratified.  Some 
of  them  obferving,  in  the  great  cabin^  the 
portrait  of  the  Emperor  of  China^  immediate^ 
ly  profl:rated  themfelves  in  humble  adoration^ 
killing  the  ground  repeatedly;  and  aftcf 
rifing,  looked  with  grateful  complacency 
towards  the  exalted  poflcflbr. 

The  Clarence,  in  her  paiTage.tO  Chu-^fan 
harbour^  anchored,  the  firft  eveniog,  a  littlq 
to  the  fouthward  of  Kee-to-point,  in.  jfeven-. 
teen  fathoms  water  ;  ai^d  fo  good  a  look-oUt 
was  kept,  that  intelligence  of  her:  approach 
had  already  been  received  at  Chu-fan.     An 

officer. 
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officer,  from  a  Chincfe  veflel  paid  a  vifit  on 
boards  who,  purluant  to  inftruftions,  con- 
dud:ed  the  Clarence,  with  his  boat,  the  next 
morning  into  Chu-fan  harbour. 

« 

Three  hundred  iilands  arc  faid  to  be  com- 
prifed  between  the  Quee-fans  and  Chu-fan 
harbour ;  a  fpace  of  about  iixty  miles  in 
length  and  thirty  in  width  ;  among  which 
there  are  many  valuable  and  commodious 
harbours,  fit  for  fhips  of  the  greateft  burden. 
This  advantage,  added  to  its  central  iitua- 
tion  with  regard  to  the  eaftern  coail.  of 
China,  and  its  contiguity  to  Corca,  Japaii^ 
Leoo-keoo,  and  Formofa,  make  it  a  place 
of  great  trade,  particularly  to  Ning-poo,  a 
great  commercial  city,  bordering  on  the 
province  of  Tche-tchiang,  to  which  are  an- 
nexed all  the  Chu-fan  iflands.  Twelve 
veffcls  are  difpatched  annually  for  copper, 
from  one  of  its  ports  to  Japan. 

■ 

The  occafion  of  the  Clarence's  arrival  be* 
ihg  made  known  to  fome  civil  and  militaiy 
officers,  who  came-  on  board  for  that  pur- 

P  pofe. 
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embrafurcs,  and  in  the  merlons  holes  fbf 
acrcher}r.-~Within  a  double  gate  was  a 
guard-^houfe,  furniihed  with  bows  and  ar- 
rows^  •  matchlocks  and  pikes,  all  placed  in 
proper  oiider ;  and  Ibldiers  were  there  on 
duty.  The  town  had  many  bridges^  being 
interfered  by  canals ;  the  ftreets  were  nar- 
row, paved  with  fquare  flat  Itones ;  the  ihops 
numerous,  and  the  goods  for  lale  well  dif- 
played;  efpccially  coffins,  which  were  paint- 
ed in  various  colours.  Dogs  and  other  fmall 
quadrupeds,  poultry,  filh  in.  tubs  of  water, 
and  eels  in  fand,  all  intended  for  food,  were 
expofcd  alive  for  fale. — Both  iexes  were 
drelTed  in  loofe  garments  and  trowfcrs ;  no 
paupers  about  the  ftreets ;  induftry  feemed 
to  prevail ;  and  the  fields  were  cultivated 
like  a  garden. 

Women  of  the  middling  and  inferior  claf- 
fes,  aping  the  unnatural  cuftom  of  their  fupe- 
riors,  who  confider  a  fmall  foot  as  a  mark  of 
beauty,  fuffer  much  pain  and  inconvenience 
by  having  their  feet  maimed  and  diftortcd. 
The  great  toe  ii»  the  only  one  left  to  a<ft  with 
\  freedom, 
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freedom,  the  reft  are  doubled  down  under 
the  foot  in  their  tendereft  infency,  and  re* 
tained  by  compreffes  and  tight  bandages,  tilj. 
they  unite  with,  and  are  buried  in  the  fole* 
This  gives  them  an  awkward,  hobbling  gait^ 
caufing  them  to  walk  upon  their  heels,  and 
to  totter  as  they  pafs.  The  fame  preffure  i$ 
applied  by  fome  to  the  ankle.  A  model  was 
procured  of  a  Chinefclady's  foot,  and  an  en- 
graving taken  from  it*  See  the  annexed  plate. 
Some  of  the  female  mountaineers  of  the  low-i 
eft  clafs  are  exempt  from  this  barbarous  cuf- 
tom ;  but  they  are  holden  in  the  greatcft 
contempt  by  the  others  ;  neither  is  this  ha^ 
bit  praftifed  in  Hindoftan,  or  Turkey,  where 
women  are  kept  more  clofely  confined  than 
in  China. 

In  the  morning  the  party  went,  by  ap- 
pointment,  to  the  hall  of  audience,  a  fpaci- 
ous  building  with  galleries  around  it,  .  The 
roof  was  fupported  by  pillars  of  wood  ;  and 
thefe,  with  the  beams  and  rafters,  were 
painted  red,,  and  highly  varnifhed.     Round 
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the  columns,  and  under  the  crofs  beams, 
were  a  great  number  of  lamps  or  lanterns 
of  various  fhapes  and  fizes ;  fufpendcd  by 
{liken  cords.  The  luminating  part  of  fome 
were  made  of  thin  filk,  having  various  de- 
vices of  needlework  ; — others,  not  lefs  than 
two  feet  in  diameter,  of  a  cylindric  form,  were 
made  of  one  uniform  piece  of  horn,  which 
being  lighter  than,  is  preferred  to  glals* 
They  are  in  common  ufe,  not  only  in  their 
houfes,  but  in  their  temples. 

The  feams  or  joinings  are  rendered  invifi- 
ble  by  an  art  found  out  by  the  Chinefe,  of 
which  the  following  is  faid  to  be  a  pretty 
ezad  defcription. — ^The  horns,  chiefly  thofe 
of  Iheep  and  goats,  are  to  be  put  into  water, 
and  boiled  till  they  are  foft.  In  this  ftatc 
they  are  to  be  cut  open,  and  flattened  by 
repeated  ftrokes  with  a  hammer;  after 
which  they  may  be  eafily  Separated  into  thin 
laminse  or  plates.  To  join  two  of  thefe  to- 
gether, the  fides  arc  to  be  made  ftraight, 
and  both  edges  chamfered,  as  joiners  do  a 
piece  of  wood.  They  are  then  to  be  ex- 
posed 
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poled  to  hot  fteam>  and  as  foon  as  they  are 
thus  rendered  ibft,  the  two  chamfered  or 
furrowed  edges  are  to  be  put  in  contaft,  and 
preffing  them  clofe  with  any  convenient  in- 
ftrument,  they  will  be  firmly  incorporated. 

The  Governor  now  made  his  appearance 
at  the  hall,  accompanied  by  a  civil  ma- 
giftrate.  The  latter  wore  upon  his  bread  a 
fquare  piece  of  party  coloured  fdk,  upon 
which  was  embroidered  a  phoenix  ;  the  Go- 
vernor's had  a  tygre  wrought  upon  his, 
emblematic  of  his  military  fundlions.  Tea 
followed  an  interchange  of  complinjents, 
after  which  he  affcrted,  that  it  had  long 
been  the  cuftom  of  the  Chinefc  to  navigate 
along  the  coaft  from  province  to  province, 
and  that  that  mode,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
muft  be  the  moft  eligible; — that  the  port 
of  Chu-fan  was  only  an  auxiliary  port  to  the 
greater  one  of  Ning-poo,,  and  not  able  to 
furnilh  fuch  pilots  as  were  required.  To 
this  it  was  anfwered ;  that  as  th^  Engliih 
Ihips  were  much  larger  than  the  Chinefe, 
and  of  a  different  conftrudlion,   they  re- 

P  4  quired 
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quired  a  mode  to  be  followed  different  from 
their  ufual  praftice  ;  and  that  as  Ning-ipoo 
might  fupply  fuch  pilots  as  could  not  be  met 
with  at  Chu-ian,  they  would  immediately 
go  thither  in  fearch  of  them. 

The  governor  inftantly  took  the  alarm. 
Their  departure  for  Nihg-poo,  he  laid,  would 
be  conftrued  by  the  Emperor  as  proceeding 
from  an  improper  or  cool  reception,  and 
that  he  might  not  only  be  difmiffed  from 
his  office,  but  be  di veiled  of  his  honours  ; 
pdinting  to  a  red  globular  button  in  his  bon- 
net, betokening  the  fecond  clals  of  magif- 
tracy  in  the  empire,  of  which  there  are  nine; 
and,  ftriftly  Ipeaking,  no  other  rank  or  dig- 
nity in  the  country. 

To  avert  the  danger,  he  undertook  to 
find  pilots  capable  of  taking  the  fquadron  to 
the  defired  place.  Orders  were  inftantly 
difpatched  into  town,  commanding  all  per- 
Ibns  who  had  ever  been  at  Tien-fing  to  re- 
pair forthwith  to  the  hall  of  audience.  Se- 
veral came,  and  underwent  examinations ; 

and 
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and  at  lafl"  two  were  foiind  who  had  often 
traded  to  that  port,  and  who  laid,  the  iqua* 
dron  might  be  carried  to  a  fafe  and  commo-^ 
dious  harbour,  under  the  ifland  of  Mi-a-tau^ 
within  a  day  or  two's  fail  of  Ticn-fmg* 

The  Governor  charged  thefe  two  men  to 
prepare  themfelves  inftantly  to  go  on  board 
the  Clarence,  and  to  pilot  the  Englifti  (hips 
into  the  harbour  he  mentioned,  or  as  near 
to  Tien-fing  as  was  prafticable.  It  was  in 
vain  they  urged  the  diftrefs  of  their  families, 
or  the  lofs  of  their  bufinefs ; — ^the  Emperor's 
orders,  he  laid,  muft  be  obeyed,  and  he 
could  liften  to  no  remonftrance. 

The  gentlemen  now  returned  on  board 
the  Clarence  to  make  ready  for  departure ; 
and  very  Ihortly  after  they  had  an  unexpeft- 
ed  vifit  from  the  Governor,  ftimulated  as 
much,  perhaps,  by  curiolity  as  civility.  The 
pilots  being  now  on  board,  the  Clarence  got 
under  way,  and  the  next  day  rejoined  the 
Lion. 


In 
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In  her  abfcncc  the  Embaffador  had  been 
vifited  by  the  deputation  mentioned  at  Chu* 
fan,  and  alfo  by  the  Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince. Both  had  folicited  his  Excellency 
to  partake  of  entertainments  on  fhore,  which 
were  declined  on  excufcs  fimilar  to  thofe  be- 
fore mentioned* 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

i 

navigationthrough  the  yellow  sea. 
embassador's  entrance  into  the 
river  leading  to  tien-sing.  pro- 
gress of  the  embassy,  along  the 
river  pel-ho,  towards  the  capital 
of  china.  departure  of  the  ships 
from  the  gulf  of  pe-chee-lee. 

BEFORE  the  Iquadron  could  .  arrive  at 
the  gulf  of  Pekin,  they  had  to  fail 
through  about  ten  degrees  of  latitude  and 

fix 
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fix  of  longitude,  and  that  in  a  fea  in  which 
no  European  had  hitherto  penetrated ;  Chu- 
fan  being  the  utmoft  boundary  of  their  nau- 
tical reiearches.  The  Ihips  were  now  under 
the  guidance  of  two  experienced  pilots,  well 
acquainted  with  the  coaft ;  and  being  fur- 
nifhed  with  fcientific  men  ready  to  feize  and 
note  down  every  ufeful  information,  it  was 
no  trifling  advantage  accruing  to  the  Em- 
bafly  to  have  been  the  caufc  of  exploring^ 
without  rifk,  a  traft  fo  extenfive  and  impor- 
tant. 

The  Yellow  Sea  is  bounded  by  China* 
Tartary,  and  the  peniniula  of  Corca.  The 
great  fFhang-ho,  or  Yellow  River  of  China^ 
difembogues  itfelf  into  this  fea;  carrying 
with  it,  in  its  circuition,  a  vaft  quantity  of 
yellowifh  mud,  from  which  circumftance  it 
derived  its  name.  1 

The  pilot  being  upon  deck,  looked  with 
aftonifhment  at  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Ihip, 
and  the  alacrity  of  the  feamen  in  preparing 

her 
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her  for  fea.  He  had  brought  with  him  a 
conipafs,  but  no  chart;  nor  any  inftrument 
for  taking  an  obfervation.  They  do,  fome- 
tinies>  carry  with  them  rough  drafts  of  their 
intended  track,  iketched  out  or  engraved 
upon  the  back  of  an  empty  gourd,  its  glo- 
bular form  correfponding,  in  fome  degree, 
to  the  rotundity  of  the  earth.  But  as  the 
Chinefe  feas  are  narrow,  and  every  where 
interfered  with  iflands,  they  have  lefs  ooca- 
fion  for  charts,  and  they  depend  chiefly  on 
the  polarity  of  the  needle. 

4 

The  compafs,  however,  is  in  univerfal  ufc 
among  them.  Their  magnetic  needles  are 
feldom  made  longer  than  an  inch,  nor 
thicker  than  a  line,  or  the  twelfth  part  of 
an  inch.  They  are  poifed  fo  nicely y  or  tick-'^ 
lijhly  in  the  box,  as  to  be  moved  by  the 
fmalleft  change  of  pofition  towards  the  weft 
or  eaft  of  it;  but  as  the  perfeftion  of  a  com- 
pafs conlifts  in  the  magnetic  needle's  keep- 
ing fteadily  to  one  fixed  portion  of  the  hea- 
vens, whatever  motion  may  be  given  to  the 

containing 
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containing  box,  or  lurrounding  obje^ft,  the 
Chinefe  have  an  ingenious  method  of  ac- 
complifhing  this;  which,  however,  cannot 
be  considered  very  interefting  to  any  of  our 
readers. 

The  Chinefe  compafs-boi,  as  tvill  appear 
by  the  annexed  correift  engraving,  has,  upon 
its  upper  fiirface,  fcveral  concentric  circles, 
of  correfpondent  iizes.  The  innermoft,  and 
of  courfe  tHe  fmallcft,  contains  eight  differ- 
ent Chinefe  charadlers,  which  ftand  for  the 
four  cardinal  points,  eaft,  weft,  north,  and' 
ibuth;  and-  the  four  bife<fting  oneS'~north- 
eaft,  fouth-weft;  north- weft,  and  fouth-eaft. 
Thefe  eight  charadlers  are  alfo  meant  to  ex- 
prefs  as  many  equal  divisions  of  the  natural 
day,  each  of  three  hours ;  and  that  of  the  eaft 
being  placed  towards  the  fiin-rifing,  the  reft, 
of  courfe,  will  reprefent,  nearly,  the  portion 
of  the  fun  at  the  different  times  of  the  day. 
This  divifion  of  the  inmolf^  circle  into  eight 
equal  parts,  accords  with  the  firft  compafs, 
faid  to  have  appeared  in  Europe  at  the  com- 
mencement 
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mcnccmcnt  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
which,  for  greater  accuracy,  was  afterwards, 
and  ftill  remains  fubdivided  into  thirty  two 
equal  parts  or  points,  each  whereof  has  a 
diftinguiihing  appellation. 

The  next  circle  upon  the  Chinefe  com- 
pafs  has  twenty  four  di vifions,  with  appro-» 
priate  charafters  denoting  a  twenty  fourth 
part  of  the  heavens,  and,  coniequently,  a 
twenty  fourth  part  of  the  natural  day  ;  each 
point  containing  fifteen  degrees,  a  propor- 
tionate part  of  three  hundred  and  fixty,  the 
number  of  degrees  into  which,  all  celeftial 
circles  are  divided. 

As  the  Chinefe  nation  reckons  its  chro- 
nology by  cycles  of  iixty  years,  another  of 
the  circles  contains  the  charafters  which 
cxprefsthem;  as  do  the  two  remaining  ones 
thofe  which  explain  their  doftrincs  of  my- 
thology and  philofbphy. 

The  Ihips  being  ready,  they  ftood  out  a. 

coniiderable 
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confiderabie  diftance  from  land,  having  prc- 
vioufly  taken  their  departure  from  the  iflc 
of  Patchcock,  whofe  latitude  is  twenty  nine 
degrees  twenty  two  minutes  north,  and 
longitude  a  hundred  and  twenty  degrees  fifty 
two  minutes  eaft.  They  entered  the  Yel- 
low Sea  on  Tuefday  the  ninth  of  July,  in 
dark,  cloudy  weather.  Vaft  quantities  of 
yellowifh-brown  mud  were  difturbed  by  the 
fliip's  motion  through  the  water,  when  they 
were  failing  in  about  fix  fathoms,  as  appear- 
ed in  the  fhips*  wakes  at  a  confiderabie  dif- 
tance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth  of  July^ 
being  in  from  thirty  to  thirty  feven  fathoms 
water,  they  difcovered  the  iflands  of  Tchin- 
fan,  and  Shoo-tfi>ng-yeng ;  which  bore  about 
north- weft  by  weft,  diftant  nine  or  ten  lea- 
gues. A  heavy  fwell  fct  from  the  eaftward, 
accompanied  in  the  morning,  by  thick, 
hazy  weather;  in  the  afternoon — by  light 
airs. 

Light 
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Light  winds  and  calms  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  next  day  ;  foundings  at  noon  thirty  fee 
fathoms.  Towards  evening,  a  breeze  fprang 
up  from  the  Ibuthward.  At  five  in  the 
morning,  defcried  two  new  iflands  called, 
Pa-tcha-fan,  and  Te-tchong. 

I 

Friday  the  twelfth  of  July,  the  wind,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  nautical  day,  was  at 
fouth,  fometimes  fouth-eafl,  attended  by  a 
thick  fog,  which  increafed  much  in  the 
morning.  The  foundings  from  thirty  fix, 
decreafed,  fuddenly,  to  fevcnteen  fathoms, 
with  grey  fand  at  the  bottonsi ;  a  circum- 
fiance,  the  pilot  obferved,  that  indicated 
they  were  then  oppofite  to  the  province  of 
Kiang-nan.  Gams  were  fired,  during  the 
fog,  to  keep  the  fquadron  together;  not- 
withflanding  the  Hindoflan  lofi  company. 

Saturday  the  thirteenth,  the  weather  be- 
ing foggy,  the  lead  was  cafl  every  hour,  the 
wind  was  fbuth-cafl. — At  fhort  intervals  the 
fog  cleared  up. 

Sunday 
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Sunday  the  fourteenth  of  July,  the  wind  as' 
yefterday ;  but  the  fog  was  difpelled.  Several' 
junks  were  gbfervcd  this  morning  (leering 
different  courfes.  Land  birds,  alio,  made 
their  appearance  ;  and  fea  weed  and  bamboos 
were  perceived  floating  upon  the  water; 
indications  of  approximating  the  land.  The 
Hindoftan,  it  afterwards  appeared,  had  this 
day  fallen  in  with  the  Endeavour  brig,  be- 
longing to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Pro<flor,  on  board  which 
vefTel  was  a  young  man,  mafter  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  Chinefe  languages,  who  meant  to 
offer  himfelf  as  an  additional  interpreter  to 
the  Embafly. 

Monday  the  fifteenth,  alternate  foggy  and 
clear  weather;  the  wind  foutherly.  The 
Hindoftan,  in  clear  intervals,  perceived  a 
fmall  conic-formed  ifland;  called  by  the 
Pilot  Ka-te-noo;.  and  on  the  next  day,  the 
craggy  promontory  of  Shan-tung,  and  a  fmall 
ifland  to  the  fouthward  of  this. — Art  incon* 
.  fidcrable  current  was  here  obfervcd  to  fct  to 
the  northward.    The  longitude  of  this  place 

Q  was 
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was  afccrtaincd  to  be  a  hundred  and  twenty 
two  dcgrcfcs  forty-five  minutes  eaft,  and  la-^ 
titude  thirty  five  degrees  ten  minutes  north . 
The  courfe  which  the  Lion  fleered  from  this 
place  was  weft  by  compafs,  till  ftie  readied 
the  latitude  of  thirty  fix  degrees  twenty  mi- 
nutes north.  Here  the  foundings  lefiTcned 
iuddcnly  from  forty  to  fourteen,  and  even 
twelve  fathoms,  having  a  fandy  bottom. 

On  Tuefilay  the  fixteenth,  the  fame  ifland 
which  the  Hindoffen  defcried  in  the  north- 
caft,  appeared  at  the  fame  time  from  the 
Lion  to  the  north- weft, — ^Ihe  being  to  the 
caftward  of  it. 

On  Wednefday  the  feventcenth  of  July, 
the  whole  fquadron  again  joined  company. 
Two  capes  or  headlands  were  this  day  dif- 
covered.  Thefe,  with  the  ifland  juft  no- 
ticed, lying  in  the  track  from  the  fouth- 
ward  to  the  gulf  of  Pekin,  being  likely 
to  be  the  firft  iflands  made,  their  exaft 
fituations  were  afccrtaincd,  and  the  follow- 
ing 


tag  .names  ^yeh  to  thitn  by  't^  &aihitis' 
Gowep.  •  - 
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North  latitude'  of  Cape  Macartney  30*  sV  *^ 
Eaft  longitude  122''  12^  byGssa  and  ipfooti 
122  20  by  time  piece. 


*         • 


$Jorth  latitude  of  Cape  GoWer  36  5  7  ' 
Eaft  longitude  122  15  by  fan  a  Ad  moonr 
— 122  23  by  tinic  piece.   '  i 

North  latitude  of  Stamiton^s  Ifland  3C.  47  ^'» 
£aft  longitude  122     Q  by  fun  and  mooq^ 
,  122  17  b^  time  pieca 

r 
i  .  *       . 

There  was  an  inlet  within  Cape  Macart- 
ney, where  feveral  fmall  craft  were  feen  ly-' 
ing  at  anchor.  This  cape  may  be  eafily 
known,  if  it  is  brought  to  bear  north-north- 
eaft  to  north-weft,  by  a  iingular  appearance 
of  fix  pointed  peaks. 

A  reef  of  rocks  ran  out  from  a  neck  of 
land  near.  Cape  Gower,  which  appeared  to 

Q  2  have 
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IkftTi?  djCPOfl^A 'Ivtrty^rk:  The  entrance  to 
it  was  between  the  Cape,  and  the  reef  jnft 
mentioned.  A  confiderable  number  of  vef- 
{ch  wcEfe  de&ri^  within  the  harbour,  and  a 


w'i  J 


Thurfday  the  eighteenth,    eaftcrly  wind 
with  fqg^. '   Another  fpacious  harbour  was 
perceive  A  thb  iftcfrnoon,  full  of  j  unks.     The 
following  day  was.  hazy;   the  wind  from 
eaft-fouth-eaft  to  north;  but  a  thick  fog 
coi^uingoU  about  midnight,' the  Ihips  lay  to. 
On  clearing' up  the  next  naoming,  they  found 
themfelves   ck>fe  tp  a  fmall  rocky  iflcoid. 
From  hence  the  fquadron  made  fail  along 
tlie  cQail  in  various  dire<!lions,  till  they  got 
into  the  bay  of  Ki-fan-fcu.     The  harbour  of 
Mi-a-rtau  was  in  an  iflarid,  .diftant  fifteen^ 
le^«es  farther  to  the.weftward,  thou^  the 
latitude  differs  but  a  few  miks  only  to  the* 
northward*  > 

,  The  bay  of  Ki-fiinrfeu  is  very  ipacious, 
estendiog;  about  t^n  miles  J&bmeaibtDWt^flry^ 
and  nearly  the  fame  diflaitee  from  north  to 

fouth. 
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,fbuth.  It  is  flickered  from  every  wind  ex- 
cept from  eaft-nordi-caft  to  eafr-fouth-eaft^ 
.the  dire6iion  of  the  entrance  into  it, — There 
are  two  harbours  within  this  bay;  one  at  the 
back  of  a  high  bluiF  point,  called  Zeu-a-tau; 
the  other,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  hay, 
on  a  proje<%ng  flip  of  land,  by  the  mouth 
of  a  river,  called  Ya-ma-too. 

The  iquadron  remained  one  day  in  this 
bay,  having  procured  new  pilots  ;-^but  on 
-  Sunday  the  twenty-firfl:  of  July,  they  made 
fail  through  the  paflage  between  Cape  Zeu- 
a-^tau  and  the  ifland,  keeping  rather  clofcr 
to  the  former  than  the  latter. — ^There  was  a 
bay,  a  little  to  the  weftward  of  the  moft 
northerly  point  of  Zeu-a-tau,  in  which  le- 
veral  veflels  were  feen  to  enter.  This  has 
rbeen  laid  down  by  fome  miflionariej  as  a 
fafe  and  convenient  harbour.*— After  clear- 
ing the  eaft:  point,  they  fl:eered  a  courfe  from 
north  to  north- wefl:,  keeping  the  coaft 
pretty  well  on  board.  On  the  evening  they 
haided  round  a  projeAing  head-land,  which, 

Q  3  vnth 
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.  with   a  blufF  point   due   weft   from   this, 
diftant  about  eight  miles,  form  the  entrance 
,x>f  Ten-choo-foo  bay,  in  which  the  fquadron 
.  snchpred  in  feven  fathoms  water, 

«  * 

The  anchorage  being  foul,  by  reafon  of 
Ihells  and  hard  ground,  the  Clarence  was  im- 
mediately ordered  to  proceed  to  Mi-a-tau  to 
examine  its  harbour.     In  the  interim,  an  of- 
,  ficer  was  fent  to  the  Governor  of  Ten-choo- 
,foo,  to  notify  the  arrival  and  purport  of  the 
^fquadron ;  who,  when  he  heard  theEmbafla- 
dor  was  on  board  the  Lion,  inftantly  ferit  ofFa 
'  prefentpf  frefti  proviiions,  and  fome  fruit,  and 
went  afterwards  in  perfon  to  compliment  his 
Excellency.     The  Governor  had  anumerous 
train  of  attendants,  one  of  whom  difplayed, 
on  the  quarter-deck,  an  inftance  of  the  moft 
abje<9:  fervility,  to  the  great  furpri2;e  of  the 
Englilh  fpecftators.    He  had  occafion  to  com- 
municate foniething  to  the  Governor  as  he 
paffcd   along   the  deck,    and   he  inftantly 
threw  hitofelf  upon  his  knees,  and  remained 
in  that  degrading  pofture  all  the  time  he  was 

talking 
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talking  with  him.  The  Governor's  counte- 
nance was  not  the  leaft  moved,  and  it  was 
eaiy  to  perceive,  that  it  was  the  ufual  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  accofted. 

The  Governor  did  not  fail  to  invite  the 
Embaflador  and  his  fiiite,  in  the  moil  preiT- 
ing  manner,  to  entertainments  and  plays  on 
ihore.  He  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  of 
ihewing  his  Excellency,  on  a  fmall  fcale, 
what  a  magnificent  reception  was  preparing 
for  him  by  his  Sovereign  againil  his  arrival 
at  the  court  of  Pekin. 

To  a  nation  like  the  Chineie,  among 
whom  fubordination  in  the  various  ranks 
and  degrees  of  fbciety  is  obferved  with  un- 
remitting ftriftnefs ; — ^who  look  up  to  the 
throne  with  the  ptofoundeft  veneration,  and 
whofe  minds  were  about  to  be  impreffed, 
from  the  imperious  example  of  their  Sove- 
reign, with  the  highcft  degree  of  confidera- 
tion  for  the  Englilh  nation,  heretofore  held,  • 
if  not  in  contempt,  at  leaft  in  difefteem,  it 
was  a  matter  of  the  higheft  importance,  that 

Q  4  the 
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the  individuals  who  compofed  the  ^mhaffy^ 
ihould  adopt  fuch  a  cautious  and  circum-' 
ipe<flive  conduA  as  Ihould  avoid  giving  of- 
fence where  it  was  fo  eafily  taken ;  and  alfo 
endeavour  to  root  out  their  prejudices,  and 
conciliate jtheir  efteem,  by  examples  of  civir 
lity,  courtefy,  and  moral  redtitude. 

As  the  fquadron  was  now  pretty  far  ad-? 
vanced  in  the  Yellow  Sea,  and  likely  foon  to 
arrive  at  its  place  of  deftination,  his  Excel-? 
lency  judged  it  expedient  to  caufe  a  paper  to 
be  dilperfed  throughout  the  fleet,  tending  to 
put  thofe  perfons,  who  compofed  the  Em- 
bafly,  on  their  guard  with  refpeft  to  their 
general  demeanor.  This  paper,  which  was 
publicly  re^d  to  the  crews andpaflengers of 
each  Ihip,  purported,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Embafly  depended  on  gaining  the  good- will 
of  the  Chinefe ;  that  this  might  alfo  de- 
pend on  the  ideas  entertained  by  thern  of 
the  difpofxtion  and  conduft  of  the  Englilh 
^lation,  now  to  be  judged  of  by  their  beha* 
vipur;    that  the  unfavourable   impreiiions 

retained 
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tetained  by  the  Chinefe  againfb  the  Englifh 
for  irregularities  heretofore  committed 'at 
Canton,  ftamping  them  as  the  worft  of 
Europeans^  could  only  be  effaced  by  a  con^ 
du6l  diametrically  oppofite  ;  and  iiich  a  con* 
iluA  only  was  likely  to  eradicate  that  fettled 
enmity ;  that  the  meanefl  of  the  Chinefe 
■yvrere  fupported  by  their  fuperiors  in  all  their 
differences  with  foreigners;  and,  if  nccef- 
lary,  were  ready  to  avenge  his  blood,  of 
which  a  fatal  inflance  had  happened,  not 
long  fince,  to  an  Englifhman,  who  mofl  in- 
pocently,  and  very  unintentionally,  deprived 
a  Chinefe  of  life  :  he  therefore  recommend- 
ed  particular  caution  and  mildnefs  in  every 
intercourfc  or  accidental  meeting  with  the 
poorefl  individual  of  the  country. 

His  Excellency,  who  was  convinced  there 
was  no  neceffity  for  recommending  to  Sir 
Erafmus  Gower  to  make  fuch  regulations, 
gs  prudence  might  didate  on  the  occafion, 
for  the  perfbns  under  his  immediate  com-*; 
jpand,  nor  to  Captain  Macintofh  for  the  of-^ 

ficers 
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ficcrs  and  crew  of  the  Hindoftan,  truftcd 
alio  that  the  propriety  and  expedicney  of 
mamtainin^  the  credit  of  th6  Englifli  name 
would  fccure  their  voluntary  obedience ; 
and  that  the  fame  incentives  would  produce 
fimilar  efFcAs  ori  every  perfon  concerned  in 
the  Emball^^. 

His  Excellency  declared,  that  as  he  fhould 
be  prompt  to  encourage  and  report  the  good 
conduA  of  thofe  who  merited  commenda-  ^  \ 

tion,  fo  he  fliould  be  equally  ready,  in  caic 
of  mifconduft,  to  report  with  equal  exafti- 
tude,  and  to  fufpend  or  difmife  the  violators  ; 
and  that,  ihoutd  injury  be  offered  or  done 
to  a  Chinefe,  or  a  mifdemeanor  of  any  kind 
be  committed,  punifhable  by  the  laws  of  ♦ 

China,  they  were  not  to  expeft  him  to 
interfere  with  a  view  of  mitigating  or  ward-^ 
ing  off  their  feverity. 

His  Excellency  had  a  firm  reliance  on 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Benfbn,  Commandant 
of  his  guard,  that  he  would  ftriAiy  watch 

over 
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t>ver  the  conduft  of  that  body;  that  lie 
virould  caufe  them  to  be  exerciied  in  all 
military  evolutions,  and  liifFer  none  to  be 
abient  without  Ipecial  leave,  and  in  urgent 
cafes.  His  Excellency  prayed,  in  the  moft 
-eameft  manner,  that  no  peribn  whatever 
belonging  to  the  Ihips  might  be  permitted, 
'—and  he  ftriAly  enjoined  that  his  iuite^  his 
guard,  and  mechanics,  Ihould  not  prcfumc 
to  ofFcr  for  fale,  or  propofe  to  purchafe  the 
imalleft  article  of  merchandize,  as  the  leaft 
jappearance  of  traffic  would  compromiie  the 
dignity  and. importance  of  the  Embaily, 

His  Excellency  tool  occafion  farther  to 
obferve,  that  however  impelled  by  a  fcnic 
of  duty  to  promote  the  objedls  of  his  mif- 
iion,  and  to  infpeft  into  the  conduA,  and 
punifli  the  crimes  of  thofe  whofe  improper 
behaviour^  or  difobcdience  of  orders,  fhould 
either  endanger  or  retard  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Embafly,  or  tarnifli  the  credit  of  the  En- 
glilh  chara(?lcr;  he  Ihould  on  the  other 
hand,  be  always  happy  to  be  able  to  report 

and 
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and  reward  the  merit,  as  well  as  to  advance 
the  intereft  and  gratify  the  wilhes  of  every 
perfon,  as  feu*  as  was  compatible  with  the 
honour  and  welfare  of  the  public* 

It  may  be  pleafant  to  the  reader  to  be  in* 
formed,  that  this  paper  produced  the  defired 
cffefton  the  perfbns  to  w^hom  it  was  ad- 
dreffed.  Their  conduft  was  meritorious 
and  exemplary,  and  met  with  the  approba- 
tion df  the  Embaffador,  of  which  his  Excel- 
lency made  a  favourable  report.  It  was  iiich 
as  was  alfo  highly  extolled  by  a  Mandarine 
of  rank,  who  conftantly  accompanied  the 
Embafly,  and  who  declared,  that  an  equal 
number  of  Chinefe  taken  from  the  different 
ranks  of  fociety,  would  not  have  behaved 
themfelves  in  a  more  orderly  or  decorous 
manner. 

The  next  objed:  of  importance  was,  to 
know  whether  the  fquadron  could  be  fafely 
Iheltered  in  the  harbour  of  Mi-a-tau.  The 
officer  who  had  been  thither  in  the  Cla- 
rence to  reconnoitre,  foon  after  returned, 

and 
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ami  rcpcsrted  that  thst.  haofbout  did  not  af- 
ford ttem  a*  ftciire  retreat,  on  account  of  a 
dangerous  reef  of  rocks  that  lay.  off  the  eaft 
end  of  the  eaftemmoft  of  the  Mi-a-taa 
iilands,  called  Chan- fan,  which  could  not 
be  approached  by  the  iquadron  nearer  than^ 

where  there  wiere  nine  fathoms  water.    The 

* 

Clarence,  however,  anchored  in  feven  fii- 
thoms,  in  clayey  ground,  within  a  mile  of 
the  Ihorc.* — ^Thc  ifland  was  three  miles  long, 
and  nearly  as  many  broad ;  and  was  popu-' 
lous. and. wdl  cultivated.    * 


•> 


.  From  this*  repeat  it  wss  determined, -b)^ 
Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  to:ifeiid  an  olSioer;  pre*^ 
vious  to  the  fquadron's  failing  to  the  gulf  of 
Pekin,  Id  ,  ftirvey  the  iilouth  of  the  river 
which  fell  into  it  from  Tien-fmg,  that  its 
fafcty  might  be  afcertained.  The  Jackall 
was  no  foGdner  diipatched  for  this  purpofe^ 
than  a  Aew  pilot  was  recommended,  well' 
acquklifrted  with  the  fpot  in  quiftiofi.  Ile^ 
did  not  hesitate  to  affirm .  there  was  d  eotn-f 
modiaus'  harbour  within   fix  miles  -  of  tJie-^ 
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Pci-ho,  oi  White  River,  flowing  frbm  Titiu 
.  iing>  with  water  deep  enough  for  the  largefif 
Ycffels  ;  and  he  drew  a  Iketch  of  the  place. 
As  this  man  appeared  to  be  more  Ikilfol  in 
nautical  affairs  than  the  other  pilots^  much 
confidence  was  placed  in  him^  and  it  was 
tcfblved  to  enter  the  gulf  without  farther  . 
delay. 

The  fquadron  got  under  way  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  twenty  third  of  July,  keep- 
ing the  Mi-a-tau  iilands  on  the  right.  The 
weather  moderate  and  clear  ;  and  the  wind 
ea;fterly. .  Soundings  through  the  day  from 
fifteei^  to  nine  fathoms. 

Wednesday  the  twenty  fourth,  the  wind 
fouth-eaft"  with  moderate  breezes  and  clear 
weather.  Early  in  the  morning  the  found- 
ings decreaj[ed  from  fourteen  to  nine  fa- 
thorns ;  and  afterwards  to  fix  and  a  half 
fathoms.  The  Clarence,  which  had  been 
&nt  a  head;  fired  feveral  muiket^as  fignals 
c^  danger.  The  Ihips  wore,  and  ftood  off 
to  eaft-fouth-eaft. 

Thurfdav 
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Thurfday  the  twenty  fifth,  light  brccros 
from  the  ibuth  and  fouth-wcft,  with  clear 
weather.  Standing  a  little  to  the  foath- 
ward  of  weft,  under  eaiy  &il,  the  w^tcr 
fhoaled  from  fifteen  to  fevcn  fathoms.  At 
midnight,  having  fteercd  towards  the  weft, 
the  Clarence  made  the  fignal  of  danger ; 
the  Ihips  hauled  their  wind  to  the  Ibuth- 
eaft,  and  the  Lion  fbon  got  into  firom  fix^ 
to  ten  fathoms. 

In  the  morning  of  Friday  the  twenty  iixth 
of  July,  violent  ihowers  of  rain,  and  in  the 
evening  tremendous  claps  of  thunder,  wuth 
continuous  vivid  flafhes  of  lightning. — ^The 
Jackal!  was  difcovered  returning  from  the 
wefhvard, environed  with  numerous  Chinefc 
junks ;  and  from  Lieutenant,  now  Captain,^ 
Campbell's  report,  who  had  been  fent  to 
explore,  it  appeared  that  no  fecure  harbour 
was  to  be  found  on  the  Ihores  of  the  river 
Pci-ho. 

The  Jackall,  in  going  up  the  river,  vsras 
hailed  by  fame  Chinefe  foldicrs  in  a  boat, 

who 
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who  dcfircd  her  to  caft  anchor.  Soon-  aftef 
a  Mandarine,  with  feveral  attendants,  came 
on  board;  and  being  ailbred  ihe  belonged 
to  the  Embafly,  inquired  after  the  Embaf-* 
iador ,.  and  what  prefents  he .  had  brought  for 
hi^  Imperial  Majefty.  When  he  had  ob- 
tained all  the  information  he  could  as  to 
the  number  and  lize  of  the  ihips^  and  how 
many  guns  they  carried,  he  clofed  his  inter- 
rogatories by  declaring,  that  the  Emperor  had 
given  fpecial  orders  for  the  reception  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  Embafly,  and  that  he 
would  provide  whatever  might  be  wanted. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Jackall  accepted  an  invitation,  and  were 
holpitably  entertained  on  Ihore ;  but  ftridlly 
re-examined  on  the  former  points. — ^Thc 
Mandarine  alfo  inquired  refpefting  the  mer- 
chandize brought  for  fale  at  Pekin,  and  of^ 
fered  to  get  them  deposited  in  the  four 
chriftian  churches.  Trade  and  an  Englilh-- 
man  were,  in  the  mind  of  a  Chincfe,  fa 
aflbciated,  that  nothing  could  exceed  his 
lurprize  on  being- told  that  they  had  no 
gpods  for  fale^  that  the  peribns  of  the  EImr« 

baflj' 
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bafly  were  not  merchants ;  and  that  men  of 
war  never  c&rried  out,  nor  dealt  in^  any  kind 
of  merchandize. 

The  Mandarines  b^Ing  informed  that  the 
ihips  were  too  large  to  crofs  the  bat,  gave 
orders  for  a  fufficient  number  of  junks  to 
be  got  ready  to  bring  the  prefents,  and  paf- 
fengers,  and  baggage,  on  ihore^  An  exten« 
iive  building,  near  the  river's  mouth,  had 
been  prepared  for  the  EmbaiT^dor's  recep- 
tion, fuppoiing  he  would  have  remained 
there  fbme  days  to  recover  himfelf  from  fa- 
tigue ;  and  his  Excellency  had  the  choice  of 
travelling  to  Pekin  in  a  fedan  chair,  in  a 
two-wheeled  carriage,  or  in  a  commodious 
veflel  by  water. 

y 

Soon  after  the  Jackall's  return,  a  prodi- 
gious quantity  of  live-ftock,  fruit  and  vege- 
tables were  brought  to  the  fquadron  in 
junks;  and  not  being  able  to  .ftow  away  the 
whole,  the  furplus  was  neceffarily  returned. 
The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  articles.—* 
Twenty  bidlocks,  a  hundred  and  twenty 

R  iheep^ 
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Aieep^  a  hundred  and  twenty  hogs,  a  hnn^ 
dred  fowls,  a  hundred  ducks,  a  hundred  and 
fixty  bags  of  flour,  fourteen  chefts  orbread, 
a  hundred  and  fixty  bags  of  common  rice,  ten 
chefts  of  red  rice,  ten  chefts  of  white  rice,  ten 
chefts.  of  fmall  rice,  ten  chefts  of  tea,  twenty 
two  boxes  pf  dried  peaches,  twenty  two  boxes 
of  fruit  preferved  with  ftigar,  twenty  two 
chefts  of  plums  and  apples,  twenty  two  boxe» 
of  pchrus,  twenty  two  boxes  of  other  vege- 
tables, forty  bafkets  of  large  cucumbers,  a 
thoufand  fquaihes,  forty  bundles  of  lettuce, 
twenty  meaftires  of  peaie  in  pods,  a  thou- 
fand water  melons,  three  thoufand  muik 
jcnelons,  befides  a  few  jars  of  fweet  wine  and 
ipirituous  liquors;  together  with  ten  cheft» 
of  candles,  and  three  baikets  of  porcelaii^. 
Not  only  here,  but  alfb  at  Turon  bay, 
Chu-fan,  and  Ten-choo-foo,  the  fquadron 
experienced  the  fame  hofpitality;  and  they 
were  gratuitously  fupplied  without  having 
been  preyioufly  demanded* 

Two  Mandarines  g(  rank,  one  in  the  ci- 
yil,  the  other  in  the  military  departments 

ntuneroully 
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liumeroufly  attended,  came  to  the  Lion  to 
congratulate  the  Embaffador  in  the  Empe- 
ror's name,  and  in  their  own,  on  his  fate 
arrival,  after  fo  long  and  perilous  a  naviga- 
tion ;  and  informed  him  they  were  ordered 
by  their  fovereign  to  accompany  him  to 
court.  The  civil  Mandarin,  whofe  family 
name  was  Chow,  had  the  title  of  Ta^zhin, 
or  great  man  annexed  to  it.  He  bore  the  ho- 
norary diftinftion  of  a  blue  globe  placed 
upon  his  bonnet. 

The  name  of  the  military  Mandarine> 
who  had  a  brave,  open  countenance,  was 
Van;  but  he,  too,  had  the  addition  of  Ta^ 
zhin,  or  great  man.  His  valour  had  been 
conipicuous  in  battle;  he  had  received  many 
wounds,  and  was  not  only  honoured  with 
the  red  globe  upon  his  bonnet,  but  had  alfb 
iiiperadded  a  peacock's  feather,  taken  from 
the  tail.  He  was  celebrious  for  his  ikill  in 
,  archery,  the  bow  and  arrow  being  ftill  in 
tife  there,  and  generally  preferred  to  fire- 
arms.    Thefe  gentlemen  were  received  on 

R  2  board 
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board  the  Lion  with  every  mark  Of  attctt- 
tion  arid  refped.  A  third  perfon  of  high 
rank,  of  a  Tartar  race,  had  alfo  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Emperor  as  a  principal  le*- 
gate,  to  attend  the  Embaflador;  but  being 
very  timid  of  the  fea,  waited  to  receive  his 
Excellency  on  ftiore. 

Between  the  higheft  Mandarine  or  prime 
mihifter,  and  the  loweft  conftablc,  there 
are  nine  clafles,  all  veiled  with  different  de- 
grees of  authority.  E^h  clals  is  diftin- 
guiflied  by  a  drefs  peculiar  to  itfelf,  as  well 
as  by  the  colour  and  materials  of  the  fmall 
globe  or  ball  worn  upon  the  bonnet.  Thus 
it  is  that  they  may  be  known  by  ftrangers, 
and  arc  pointed  out  to  the  people;  by  which 
a  proper  relpcft  is  always  paid  to  their  per- 
fons,  and  due  obedience  to  their  refpeAivc 
orders. — Mandarines,  it  is  alio  faid,  have  a 
a  gi^ard  of  infantry  and  cavalry  always  at 
command.  Thelc  guards  refide  in  tents 
pitched  around  the  manfipns  of  their  maf- 
ters. 

Inquiry 
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Inquiry  was  made  by  the  two  Manda- 
rines^ whether  the  letter  brought  by  the 
EmbaiTador  for  the  Emperor  was  rendered 
into  Chinefe,  and  what  were  itjs  contents^ 
in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  tranlmit 
to  Pekin  every  poflible  information  relative 
to  the  Embaily. — ^As  this  queftion  was  not 
urged  on  the  authority  of  the  court,  the  an- 
fwer  given  was,  that  the  origmal,  with  its 
tranllation,  were  locked  up  together  in  a 
gold  box,  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  Emperor. 

But  with  regard  to  the  prefents,  after 
which  they  feduloufly  inquired,  they  were 
formally  inilruAed  to  demand  a  lift  of  them, 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Emperor.  An  ordi- 
nary catalogue  could  neither  point  out  their 
qualities,  nor  their  worth;  nor  be  comprc* 
hendcd  by  any  translation. — ^They  were, 
therefore,  defcribed,  by  circumlocution,  in 
all  the  pomp  of  oriental  ftyle. 

The  prefents  confifted  of  an  orrery,  a  re- 
fieding  telefeope,  a  celeftial  and  a  terreftrial 
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globe,  fcveral  chronometers  or  time  pieces, 
an  air  pump,  a  machine  exhibiting  the  me* 
chanic  powers,  five  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance, 
mufkcts,  piftols,  fword  blades,  a  compleat 
model  of  a  firft  rate  man  of  war  of  a  hundred 
and  ten  guns,  ornamented  vafcs,  various 
kinds  of  earthen  ware,  a  large  burning  glafs, 
a  pair  of  magnificent  glafs  luftres,  fpecimens 
of  the  picoduAions  of  the  itianufadtores  of 
fbreat  Britain  in  wool,  cotton,  fteel,  and 
other  metals,  reprefentations  of  feveral  ci- 
ties, towns,  churches,  feats,  gardens,  caf- 
tles,  bridges,  lakes,  volcanos,  and  antiqui- 
ties, of  battles  by  fea  and  land,  dock-yards' 
or  places  for  btdlding  Ihips,  horfe-races,  bull- 
fightings  and  of  moft  other  objeds  curious 
or  remarkable  in  the  dominions  of  his  Bii- 
tannic  Majefty,  and  other  parts  of  Eurc^ ; 
alio  of  fomc  of  the  moft  eminent  perfons, 
including  the  royal  family  of  Great  Britain ; 
the  reprefentations  themfclves  being  monu- 
ments of  the  arts  by  which  they  arc  made 
in  their  prefent  advanced  ftate. 

The  dcfcription  at  large,  as  it  appears  in 

the 
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the  original  work,  vfas  tranflated  into  Chi- 
nefc,  and  done  into  Latin  by  Mr.  Hiitner, 
tutor  to  Mailer  Staunton ;  as  had  alfo  been 
his  Majefty's  letter  to  the  Emperor,  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  the  miffionaries  an  oppor- 
tunity of  correAing  any  miftake  whidi  might 
have  been  committed  in  the  Chinefe  tranf- 
lation,— which,  however,  was  underftood 
iufficiently  by  the  two  Mandarines  to  excite 
their  admiration  of  its  contents.^ — Orders 
were  given  to  prepare  a  number  of  junks  to 
convey  the  whole  acrofs  the  bilr,  after  which 
they  were  to  be  tranOiipped  ittto  di§erent 
veflels,  better  adapted  for  the  navigation  of 
the  river;  other  jimks  were  provided  to  con- 
vey the  perfons  and  baggage  of  the  Embafly 
from  the  lliips  to  the  j^iier,  where  proper 
veffels  were  alfo  ready  to  receive  them. 

The  fea  junks,  which  attended  the  fliips 
were  to  the  number  of  thirtj,  each  about 
two  hundred  tons  burden.  The  hold,  by 
mean  of  partitions,  is  divided  into  twelve 
compartments.  The  compofition  ufed  fcfr 
caulking  the  feams  is  m^ade  of  lime  and  oil, 

R4  with 
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with  Ibmc  fcrapings  of  bamboo.— It  is  vcfy 
glutinous^  fbon  acquires  fblidity^  is  not  com- 
builiblc,  and  is  impenetrable  to  water. 

The  weather  was  exceedingly  favourable 
for  tranihipping  the  preients  and  bciggage ; 
for  though  done  in  the  open  fea,  they  .di<l 
not  fuilain  the  leaft  damage.  The  florin  j 
ieaibn,  however,  was  approaching  faft,  an4 
ibmething  was  to  be  refblved  on  to  provide 
,for  the  fafety  of  the  fquadron,  their  preietvt 
fituation  being  ineligible.  With  refpeft  t9 
the  Hiodoilan,  it  was  thought  deiii:^ble  in 
her  v^ay  home  to  touch  at  Chu-fa^,  pro* 
vided  leave  could  be  obtained  at  Pekin  for 
that  purpofe>  which  it*  was  intended  Capn 
tain  Macintpfh,  by  accompanying  the  Em- 
baflador,  IhoUld  iblicit  in  perfop,  lie  could 
not  only  procure  there  teas  and  iilks  on  bet- 
ter terms  than  at  Canton,  but  on  }HS'';^ay 
to  rejoin  his  fliip/  he  might  have  an  of^r- 
tumty  of  obfcrving  the*  mode  of  fabricating^ 
the  articles  he  ufually  carried  from  Chim^, 
of  which  the  EoA  India  Conipany  was  anxi* 
0^3  to  gain  infbroiation.     His  Excellency 

recom* 
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recommended  Sir  Erafmus  Gower  to  pre- 
j)are  to  conduft  the  fquadron,  either  to  the 
Bay  of  Ki-fan-feu,  or  to  that  of  Chu-fan, 
^here  proper  conveniencies  might  be  pro-* 
cured  for  the  iick,  and  refrcfhmcnts  for  the 
crews  ;  but  truftcd  that  the  neceflary  fup* 
ply  of  provifions  would  be  paid  for,  and  that 
no  prefehts  would  be  allowed  to  come  on 
board  for  individuals, 

'While  thefe  preparations  were  makings 
under  orders  from  the  commander  to  his 
«£cers,  bis  Elzcellency  wifhed  to  have  the 
fatisfadlion  of  his  company  to  Pckrn.  One 
of  the.  iMrigs  was  to  remain  in  the  river  Pei- 
ho  to  take  him  to  the  Lion,  after  which  his 
^Excellency  requeiled  that  Sir  £rafmus 
would  quit  the  coaft  of  China^  and  not  to 
revifit  it  till  the  eniuing  month  of  May ;  the 
interval  of,  which  was  filled  tip  with  |gene- 
ral  in£bu<2ion^  of  what  ports  he  was  to 
^ouch  at^  obferving  to  be  at  Macao^  to  meet 
the  EmbaiTador  in  the  beginning  of  the  foU 
^v^ing  May^, 

Sir 
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Sir  Erafmus  Gower  begged  to  decline  th6  • 
propofal  of  going  to  Pckin,  deeming  his  pre- 
sence with  the  fquadron  indifpeniably  necef- 
lary. — ^He  fliould  return  to  one  of  the  bays 
mentioned,  and  after  the  health  of  the 
crews  were  re-eftablilhed,  proceed  to  ac- 
romplilh  the  objeAs  contained  in  the  in- 
ifarudlions,  for  the  public  advantage.  The 
Mandarines  having  been  applied  to,  procured 
from  the  Viceroy  letters  to  enflire  good 
treatment  for  the  Lion. — ^The  Embaflador 
and  his  iuite  were  now  preparing  to  quit  her, 
•on  whofe  departure  the  crew  cheerfully 
obeyed  the  orders  of  their  conunander,  to 
man  the  yards  as  a  token  of  efteem;  loud 
cheers  were  given,  and  a  general  lalute  from 
the  Ihips  fired,  which  was  a  novel  fpeAaclc 
to  the  gaping  Chinefc. 

It  was  on  Monday  the  fifth  of  Auguft, 
1 793,  that  the  Embafiador,  and  the  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  Embafly,  embarked  on 
board  the  Clarence,  Jackall,  and  Endeavour 
brigs  for  the  Pci-ho  river;   the  fervants, 

guards. 
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guards^  muiicians,  and  other  attx^ndants, 
went  with  the  baggage  and  prcfents  in  the 
junks, — ^Thc  wind  being  favourable,  they 

crofled  the  bar  in  a  few  hours>  and  in  the 

« 

afternoon  came  to,  for  a  fliort  time^  on  the 
fouthem  bank  of  the  river,  oppofite  a  fmall 
village  called  Tung-coo,  which  being  a 
military  poift,  the  troops  were  drawn  up 
as  a  mark  of  refpeft  to  his  Excellency. 
From  this  place,  the  veffcls  were  dragged  or 
trailed  along,  by  men  upon  the  rivers* 
banks,  to  another  village  named  See-coo^ 
arid  thence  to  a  town  called  Ta-coo,  where 
a  great  number  of  yachts  and  other  boats 
were  lying  ready  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  Embafly. 

< 

As  the  learned  author  of  th€  Emba£y  to 
China  has  not  thought  proper  to  give  a  de- 
fcription  of  die  NavaJ  Frocejfion  on  this  ex-' 
traordinary  occafion,  our  readers  may  not  be 
difplcafed  at  our  having  fupplied  this  dcfi- 
dency,  vdiich  we  underftand  was  as  follows : 
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Firfi^  The  grand  Mandarine  and  his 
iuite  in  five  large  covered 
barges ; — afterwards  in 
Yachts  No.  I  •  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of 

Macartney^ 
3.  Sir  George  Staunton,  Bart« 
Secretary,  and  Mr,  Staun- 
ton, Page  of  the  Embaily. 

3.  Mr.  Plumb,  the  Chincfc  In- 

tcrprcter. 

4.  Lieut.   CoL  Benibn,  Lieut. 

Pariih,  and  Li<^t.  Crewe. 

5.  Capt.  Macintofh  of  theHin- 

doftan,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Se- 
cretary to  the  £n;ba£ador. 
Dr.  Gillan,  Phyiician,  and 
Mr.  Hiitner,  Preceptor  to 
Mailer  Staunton. 
G«  Mr.  Barrow,  Mathematiciai^ 
Comptroller  of  the  Houic- 
hold,  &c.  Mr.  Winder,  Joint 
Secretary  of  the  Emboila- 
dor,  and  Mr.  Barings  ion 
of  Sir  Francis  Baring. 
•  K.y  \^  Yacht, 


Yacht,  No.  7-  Dr.  Scott,  Surgeon  to   the 

Embafly,  Dr.  Dinwiddic^ 
Profeffor  of  Aftronomy,&c, 
Mr.  Hickey,  Portrait  Painter* 
and  Mr.  Alexander,  Draftf^ 
man. 
La/ily,  Five  other  large  junks  which 
contained  the  mechanics, 
Ibldiers,  and  fervants,  clofed 
the  proceffion. 

The  yacht  pi-epared  for  the  reception  of 
the  Embaflador,  into  which  he  entered  on 
their  arrival  off  Ta-coo,  was  fpacious,  richly 
ornamented,  and  contained  a  greater  num- 
ber of  glals  panes  than  the  other  yachts; 
whofe  windows,  inftead  of  being  glazed, 
were  filled  up  with  a  tranfparent  kind  of 
paper,  fabricated  in  Corea  from  cotton,  and 
is  not  eafily  afFefted  by  rain  or  any  other 
weather.  His  Excellency's  apartment  com- 
priled  moft  of  the  veflcl,  and  confided  of  an 
anti-chamber,  a  faloon,  a  bed-chamber,  and 
a  clofet.  The  faloon  was  furniflied  with  a 
fquare  fbpha,  or  feat  of  honour j  fiich  as  are 

met 
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met  with  in  the  maniions  of  the  chief  Man-* 
daxines,  which  they  always  occupy  on  giving 
audience. — On  each  fide  of  the  yacht,  from 
head  to  ftcin,  was  conftruAed  a  gangway, 
projefting  two  feet  beyond  the  gunwale. 
•  Upon  this  the  crew  manoeuvred  the  veflel ; 
and  by  it  the  domeftics  were  prevented 
from  palling  through  the  principal  rooms. 
'—The  Cabin  allotted  for  the  crew  was  next 
the  ftern,  in  a  corner  of  which  was  a  fmall 
altar,  with  an  idol  upon  it,  and  around  it 
perfumed  matches  were  kept  conilantly 
burning. 

Befidcs  the  Embaflador's,  there  were  fix- 
teen  other  yachts  in  the  proceffion,  indepen- 
dent of  lighters  for  conveying  the  prefents 
and  luggage  ;  and  the  junks  for  the  accom-^ 
modation  of  Mandarines  of  various  ranks,  as 
well  as  other  Chinefe,  ordered  to  attend  on 
the  occafion,  were  equal  in  number  to  thofe 
which  compofed  the  Embafiy. — ^Many  of 
the  yachts  were  eighty  feet  long ;  and  not- 
withftanding  they  were  encumbered  with 
iippcr-w^orks,    drew  only  eighteen   inches 

water. 
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water.  The  cabina  in  them  ^ere  lofty  and 
airy ;  above  theiti  were  berths  for  the  crew  ; 
beneath — lockers  for  ftowage.  Some  had 
coloured  curtains  on  the  outfide^  reaching 
from  ftem  to  ftern,  to  keep  out  the  fun,  and 
Ihutters  to  ward  off  the  rain, — Some  of 
thefe  boats,  in  which  were  feveral  cooks^ 
contained  provifions  for  the  Embailador  9 
table,  to  preclude  the  neceffity  of  going  on 
(hore,  or  prevent  procrailinaticm  whenever 
the  wind  and  tide  were  favourable  for  their 
paflage. 

Every  magnificence  was  difplayed  out  of 
compliment  to  the Embaffy.  A  confiderable 
guard  had  been  appointed  to  attend  the  Elm- 
baHador  on  ihore,  but  the  yachts  could  each 
only  take  in  a  fmall  number.  One  of  thefe 
always  accompanied  an  European  on  ihore ; 
his  preience,  while  it  claimed  for  the  Gran- 
ger government  protcdion,  might  alfo  have 
been  intended  as  a  ipy  upon  his  adtions. 

.    The    tranfhipping   of  the    luggage,    of 
which  there  were  fix   hundred  packages, 

occupied 
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occupied  nearly  three  days.  While  thift 
was  doings  the  chief  direftors  of  the  route, 
Chow-ta-zhia  and  Van-ta-zhin,  made  oc- 
cafional  complimentary  vifits  to  the  Embaf- 
fkdor,  as  well  as  to  fee  that  he  was  properly 
accommodated.  Their  politcnefs  extended 
to  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  Embafly, 
who  were  likewife  honoured  with  vifits  of 
civility.  THe  inferior  Mandarines  were  not 
lels  attentive  to  the  accommodation  'and 
comfort  of  the  paffengers  belonging  to  the 
Embafly,  and  even  the  Chinefe  foldiers  and 
&ilors  evinced  a  difpofition  to  pleafe  beyond 
the  ordinaiy  line  of  duty. 

The  gentlemen  in  each  yacht  were  ferved^ 
after  the  manner  of  the  eaft,  with  a  feparate 
table,  in  which  faint  attempts  were  made  to 
imitate  Englifh  cookery.  Stewing,  how- 
ever, was  their  moft  ufual  method  of  pre- 
paring animal  food,  of  which  beef  and  pork 
were -the  njoft  plentiful.  The  meat  was 
cut  into  fmall  fquare  pieces ;  vegetables  of 
various  kinds  were  mixed  with  it,  and  fea- 
£)ned  and  fer\'ed  up  with  piquant  favouiy 

fauces*, 
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iauccs.  They  had  abundance  of  the  com- 
mon fowls  of  Eux^ope ;  but  th^  greateft  de-^ 
licacy,  and  moft  coff ly  article  of  the  table^ 
was  the  fwallow's  neft,  defcribed  in  page 
139,  and  the  fins  of  fharks.  Both  thefe 
jdelded  abundance  of  rich  nutritious  juices, 
but,  like  the  turtle,  were  neceflarily  drdfed 
with  ftrong  fpices  to  reilder  thein  2eftful. 

Roaftirig,  it  appeared,  was  very  little  prdc- 
tifed  in  China;  in  this  mode  of  cookingoil  waft 
hnade  ufe  of,  which  not  only  gave  a  high  glofs^ 
like  varnilh,  to  the  meit,  but  proved  fingu^ 
larly  unpleafant  .to  the  palate. — -The  Man- 
darines, howevfer,  imagining  roaft-mcat 
would  be  acceptable,  gave  orders  to  their 
cooks  to  prepare  fome  in  this  way }  and 
pigs,  turkeys,  and  geefe  were  brought  whole 
upon  the  table. 

Baking  w^  as  feldom  put  in  ^rad:ice  as 
toafting ;  indeed,  not  a  proper  oven  was  per- 
ceived in  this  part  of  the  country.  Boiled 
rice  isgenerally  ufed  at  meals  as  bread.  Its 
expanfion  in  boiling  facilitates  its  digeftion, 

S  and 
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and  renders  it  as  wholeibme  as  fermented 

» 

dough  ;  but  though  they  do  not  bah,  they 
JieamhxcaA ;  and  it  is  done  in  the  following 
manner: 

.    Wheaten  flour,  mixed  with  water,  is  made 
into   cakes ;    theie   are   put  upon   latticed 
ihelves,  fixed  within  a  frame  of  wood,  of  a 
convenient  fize,  open  only  at  the  bottom  : 
This  frame  is  then  placed  over  a  vcflel  of 
boiling  water,  the  fleam  of  which,  afcend- 
ing  through  the   lattice-work^   caufes  the 
cakes  to  rife  or  fwell  to  the  fize  of  a  com- 
mon orange,  leaving  a  thin,  fbftifh  crufl  over 
the  whole  furface.     In  this  flate  they  are 
eaten  by  the  Chineie ;  but  when  iliced  and 
toaflx^d,  they  were  a  tolerable  fubflitute  for 
hard-baked   bread. — Some  of  thefe  cakes 
were  rendered  veiy  palatable  by  the  admix- 
ture of  aromatic  feeds. — ^Their  flour  is  ob- 
tained moflly  from  buck- wheat,  which  (as 
well  as  the  other  fpecics)   is  cultivated  in 
many  prpvinces  of  China.— It  is  perfeftly 
white  when  fcparatcd  from  the  bran. 

Jars 
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Jars  of  wine,  or  rather  of  vinous  liquor. 
Were  diftributtd  among  all  the  yachts  ;  but 
it  was  generally  difliked.  It  was  of  a  yel- 
lowifh  colour,  by  no  nieans  pellucid,  and  of 
an  acefcent  quality.  The  Chinefe  feemed 
to  have  been  better  acquainted  with  the  art 
of  diftillationi  for  the  fpirit  fupplied  was 
very  palatable^  Its  ftrcngth  exceeded  the 
tommon  proof  \  it  was  perfe dlly  clear  or  tran* 
fparent,  and  void  of  empyreumatic  odour* 
*rhis  fpirit,  in  the  Ibutihern  provinces,  was 
diftiUed  from  rke ;  in  the  northern — from 
intUetf  and  was  called  by  the  Chinefe  Jkovo-- 
i:hoOf  or  hot  wine. 

Frtiits  of  various  kinds,  luch  las,  peaches, 
J>lums,  apples,  pears,  grapes,  oranges  and  apri»» 
tots,  were  regularly  fupplied ;  and,  as  might 
be  expeAed,  green  and  bohea  tea  in  abund* 
ance.  Its  tafte,  however,  was  not  relilhed  fo 
well  as  the  London  tea,  owing,  perhaps,  to  its 
having  been  recently  gathered.-— Their  green 
tea  was  imported,  chiefly,  from  the  province 
of  Kiang-nan,  and  the  bohea  from,  that  of 
Fo-chien.     The  Chinefe,  in  general,  ufe  no 
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fugar  in  their  tea ;  and  even  tea  among  the 
lower  clafs  appeared  to  be  a  luxury.  -*' 
Loaf  fugar  was  unknown  here,  nor  did  they 
import  the  cryftallized  fugar  of  Cochin-'' 
china ;  but  the  province  of  Fo-chien  Hip- 
plied  them  with  brown  iligar  and  fugar-* 
candy. 

An  interchange  of  vifits  took  place  be- 
tween the  Emhaflador  and  the  Viceroy  of 
the  province,  as  venerable  in  years  as  re- 
fined in  manners.  He  was  of  the  highefl 
rank  yet  fcen  in  the  country,  and  by  com- 
mand of  the  Emperor,  had  come  a  hundred 
miles,  from  his  ufual  refidence,  to  congratu- 
late his  Exceliency  on  his  arrival  into  the 
territories  of  China,  and  to  fuperintcnd  the 
purveyance  of  every  thing  that  could  re- 
dound to  the  honour  of  the  one,  or  the 
comfort  of  the  other. — In  this  vifit  the  con- 
ftraint  of  eaftcrn  forms,  cfpccially  on  the 
introduftion  -  of  tea,  was  difpenfed  with, 
and  his  Excellency  was  received  with  a  de- 
gree of  eafe,  attention  and  politenels,  feldom 
furpaffed  in  the   more  polifhed  courts  of 
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Europe— ^Tea  was  handed  in  cups  with 
covers,  and  oblong  faucers,  without  either 
cream  Of  liigar ;  each  cup  was  infuied  fepa- 
rately,  and  the  leaves  were  left  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  cup. — A  fhort  time  after  the 
EmbaiTador's  return  to  hU  yacht,  he  re- 
ceived, very  imexpeftedly,  from  the  Viceroy, 
a  fplendid  repaft,  coniifting  of  twenty-four 
difhes ;  and  three  others,  not  lefs  expeniive, 
^nd  of  equal  covers,  were*  alfo  fent  to  the 
three  gentlemen  who  accompanied  his  Exr 
9cllency  on  the  yiftt? 

-  The  Viceroy  rcfided  at  the  principal 
temple  of  Ta^coo,  confecrated  to  the  god  of 
thefea,  under  the  name  of  Toong-hai'-vaungj 
or  king  of  the  eaftcrn  fea.  A  reprefcnta- 
tion  qf  a  Chinefe  Neptune  is  given  in  the 
annexed  plate.  In  the  right  hand  he  holds 
a  dolphin,  Ihewing  his  power  over  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  ocean,  and  in  the  other  a 
fpagnet,  confcious  of  his  fecurity.  His  agi- 
tated locks,  and  difordered  beard,  flowing 
in  every  direftion,  feem  to  perfonify  that 
perturbed  element. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of  Auguft, 
every  neceflary  arrangement  having  taken 
place^  and  his  Excellency's  wiih  being 
known,  the  f]gnal  was  made  for  failing. 
This  fignal,  always  ufed  upon  the  water,  is 
not  made  with  guns,  but  with  an  inftru- 
ment  called  in  Chinefe  loo,  and  by  Euro- 
peans in  China,  gong.  It  confifts  of  circu- 
lar rimmed  plates  of  copper,  in  which  there 
is  mixed  a  certain  portion  of  tin,  or  fpelter, 
to  make  it  Ibnorous,  Thefe  being  ftruck 
with  a  wooden  mallet,  covered  with  leather, 
emit  a  found  which  may  be  heard  at  two 
or  three  miles'  diftance.  Authoritative  no- 
tice, on  Ihore,  cfpecially  among  troops,  is 
made,  not  by  drtuns,  but  by  llriking  two 
pieces  of  hollow  bamboo  together.  The 
drum  is  no  martial  inftrument,  being  ufed 
only  in  their  temples* 

The  meandrous  courfe  of  the  river,  which 
rendered  a  wind  that  was  fair  on  one  ftretch, 
foul  on  another,  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
Embafly,  but  afforded  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  viewing  its  banks  and  circumjacent 

places. 


TO    CHINA.  263: 

places.  Each  iidc  was  adorned  with  plea-r 
fant  villas  and  delightful  gardens,  and  the 
fields  were  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  cultiva- 
tion; many  of  them  covered  with  Barbadoes 
millet,  holcusforghum,  the  talleft  of  the  ve-^^ 
getable  tribe,  growing  to  the  height  of  ten 
or  twelve  feet,  and  is  faid  to  increafe  a  hun- 
dred fold.  At  night  its  banks  were  fplen-> 
didly  illuminated  w^ith  a  diverfity  of  lights, 
from  lanterns  of  traniparent,  party-coloured 
paper.  Lights  were  alfo  affixed  to  the  mafl 
heads  of  the  veflels ;  their  number  and  fitu* 
ation  denoting  the  rank  of  thofe  on  board. 
The  ihrill  and  repeated  found  of  the  loo,  and 
the  conilant  buz  and  threatening  fling  of 
mxifquitos  in  the  night  time,  were  both  fmr 
gularly  troublefbme. 

Not  only  during  the  firfl,  but  alfo  in  the 
fecond  day's  progrefs  up  the  Pei-ho,  were 
the  banks  lined  with  innumerable  fpedlators 
of  both  fezes,  and  of  all  ages;  but  the  river 
itfelf  was,  literally,  covered  with  boats  of 
every  defcription.  Its  fhores,  on  one  fide, 
were  crowded  with  ftacks  or  pyramids  of 
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ialt,  from  two  to  Ax  hundred  feet  long,  and 
^bout  fifteen  feet  high.  Two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  entire  ftacks  were  counted, 
befide3  many  others  incomplete;  which,. 
&om  a  nice  calculation,  were  fuppofed  to 
contain  fix  hundred  millions  of  pounds 
weight.  This  was  an  sBrticle  pf  great  reve- 
nue to  the  crown. 

On  the  third  day  they  reached  the  port  of 
Tien-fing,  the  general  mart  for  the  northern 
provinces  of  China. — ^The  city  is  built  at  the 
confluence  of  two  rivers;  the  one,  upon 
which  the  Embafly  was  to  proceed  to  Tong- 
choo-foo,  was  alfo  called  Pei^-ho,  the  other 
Yun-leang'ho.  Abridge  of  boats  extended 
acrofs  the  rivers,  which  occafionally  feparate4 
to  admit  a  paflTage  for  veflels.  Temples,  and 
handfbme  edifices  were#  built  along  the 
quays,  contiguous  to  which  were  yards  and 
magazines  for  naval  ilores  ;  and  ihops  and 
warehoufes  for  retale  trade. 

*  ■  * 

A  pavilion  was  erefted  in  the  centre  of 
the  city,  oppofite  to  which  the  embafifadorial 

fleet 
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fleet  flopped*  The  Viceroy,  who  ha4 
come  by  land  from  Ta-coo,  was  in  waitii3g 
here  for  the  EmbaiTador.  His  Excellency 
difembarkcd,  with  all  his  fuite,  attended  wid^ 
his  whole  train  of  iervants,  guards,  and  mu* 
ficians,  and  was  receiyed  on  ihore  by  thp 
Viceroy  and  the  X'fgate,  mentioned  at  page 
244,  according  tp  the  following  ofdcr  of 
parade : 
Three  miUtaiy    mandarines,    or  principal 

officers : 
A  tent,  with  a  band  of  muiic  outiide  the  tent: 

Three  long  trumpet^ : 

A  triumphal  arch : 

Four  large  green  ilandards,  with  five  fmaU 

ones  between  each,  and  bowmen  bc^ 

tween  each  fmall  colour  :*  ^ 

Six  large  red  ilandard?   with    matchlod^ 

men,  and  five  fmall  colours  between 

fsach  flandard : 
^wo  large  green  flandards,  with  fwordfrnci^ 

between  each : 

Mufic  tent : 

Triumphal  arch : 

A  body  of  Chinefe  troop;. 

At 
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At  the  upper  end  of  the  pavilion,  to  which 
the  Viceroy  condu<fled  the  Embafiador  with 
the  principal  gentlemen.  Was  a  fanAuary,  in 
which  the  xnajefty  of  the  £m|>eror  was  liip- 
pc^ed  to  be  conilantly  preient;  and  they 
were  given  to  underfland  that  a  rcfpeftfiil 
obedience  ihould  be  paid  to  that  majeily. 
This  was  according  performed  by  a  profound 
inclination  of  body. 

After  an  interchange  of  compliments,  and 
the  accuftomed  refreihments  of  tea,  and 
iweetmeats,  the  Legate  informed  the  £m-^ 
baiTador  that  the  Emperor  was  4t  his  coun^ 
try  rcfidencc  at  Zhe-hol,  inTartary,  at  which 
place  it  was  his  intention  to  celebrate  the 
anniverfary  of  his  birth-day,  which  happened 
on  the  thirteenth  of  the  eighth  moon,  cor-» 
refponding  with  the  feventeenth  of  Septem^ 
ber ;  and  that  it  was  his  defirc  to  receive  the 
Embafly  in  that  city. 

The  EmbaiTador  and  the  gentlemen  re-- 
turned  to  their  refpeftive  yachts,  and  foon 
after  a  funiptuous  repaft,  with  the  addition 

•of 
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of  wine,  fruit,  and  fweetmeats,  was  fent  tor 
them  from  the  Viceroy,  as  he  had  done  bc-» 
fore  at  Ta-coo ;  and  his  hofpitality  w^as  even 
extended  to  the  fervants  of  the  Embaify,  to 
whom  he  alfo  fent  a  plentiful  dinner/  One 
among  the  many  inilances  of  polite  attention 
to  the  Embaifador,  was  a  temporary  theatre, 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  ere<fted  oppofitc 
to  his  Excellency's  yacht,  where  a  company 
of  comedians,  at  various  times  of  the  day, 
exhibited  dramatic  pieces  and  pantomimes* 
t — ^Boys  or  ^nuchs  played  the  female  cha-» 
rasters. 

In  the  evening,  the  weather  proving  fa*» 
vourable,  the  yachts  and  veffels  proceeded 
up  the  Pei-ho,  Its  fides,  in  ibme  places, 
were  banked  up  by  the  lower  ftalks  of  the 
millet ;  in  fome  reaches — ^by  parapets  of  cut 
granite,  ?ind  at  others — ^by  caufeways  of  the 
iame  material ;  and  iluices  were  made  here 
^nd  there  to  let  off  water  to  irrigate  the  ad- 
joining lands.  During  the  progrefs  up  the 
river,  they  were  aflifted  by  the  tide  for  thirty 
iniles  from  Tien-fing,   where  it  ceafes  to 

flow; 
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flow ;  but  in  light  airs,  and  contrary  breezes, 
the  Chinefe  faiior$  frequently  made  ufe  of  a 
qouple  pifooeeps,  or  large  oars,  which  are  nci? 
ver  lifted  gut  of  the  water.  When  rowing 
was  impra<3ic$ible,  m^n  were  employed  upon 
tjie  banks  to  trail  the  vcffels  by  ropes.-~ 
There  were  fifteen  men  to  each  yacht,  and 
upwards  of  five  hujiilrcd  wgr/e  pccupipd  on 
this  fervice, 

Tien-fing,  the  tranflation  of  which  is  Jiear 
venly  J^ty  is  in  length  nearly  equal  to  Lon- 
jdon,  and  contained,  by  information,  fcven 
'  hundred  thouiand  perfons.  Some  of  the 
houfes  a,re  built  with  ftone,  but  moftly  with 
brick,  of  one  ftory  only,  thoiigh  there  are 
Ipme  of  two  ilories  high.  Every  houie  is 
well  filled,  inafmuch  as  the  e:pfting  branches 
of  the  lame  family  dwell  in  fmall  apart-; 
ments  under  the  fame  roof.-r-The  beft  or 
moil  durable  bricks  arc  of  ^  bluiih  or  lead 
colour ;  ibme  few  are  r^d ;  and  others  pale 
brown. — ^The  Jaft  kind,  ufcd  for  the  mean 
dwellings,  are  only  baked  in  the  fim.  The 
^lue  bricks  are  biimt  in  a  kiln  by  a  ploic. 

W004 
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t^odd  fire,  the  blaze  of  which  is  not  allowed 
to  touch  them ;  and  thofe  which  are  ex-^ 
jpofed  to  its  flame,  acquire  a  reddifh  colour^ 
*-r-In  the  making  of  bricks  from  the  clay, 
thin  layers  of  ftraw  are  placed  between 
them,  without  which  they  tv'ould,  as  they 
dried,  run  or  adhere  together ;  fo  that  the 
Chinefe,  like  the  children  of  Israel,  could 
not  make  bricks  without  ilraw. 

The  lands,  as  on  the  other  fide  of  Tien- 
fmg,  were  many  of  them  covered  with  mil- 
let, which  with  rice,  and  ibme  com,  are  the 
principal  object  of  cultivation ;  yet  the 
people  have  experienced  the  dreadfid  efFeds 
of  famine  from  the  deftrudlion  of  locufts,  or 
the  fall  of  torrents  firom  the  mountains.  In 
ibme  fpots  were  iecn  growing  a  fpecies  of 
the  dolkhos,  not  very  diffimilar  to  the  kidney 
bean ;  in  others  fields  of  beans,  and  various 
kinds  of  pulfe  ;  and  hktwlfc  Je/amiwt,  and 
other  plants  whofe  feeds  produce  oil. — 
Plantations  of  the  tea  tree,  of  a  dwarf  fize, 
were  alfo  defcried.  The  leaves  had  a  near 
rcfemblance  to  a  myrtle.     It  was  the  feafon 

for 
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for  plucking  the  bloifoms^  the  fmalleft  of 
which,  when  carefully  dried,  poflefs  th<i 
highefl  flavour.     Note  V.  , 

The  number  of  junks  feen  upon  the  nvtt 
was  incalculable.  Exclufive  of  thofe  bufied 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  cortimerce,  hot  lefi 
than  a  thoufand,  of  a  large  fize,  were  em* 
ployed  in  the  lervice  of  the  government  be- 
tween Tong-choo-foo  and  Tien-fing,  for  the 
purpofe  of  gathering  foch  taxes  as  were  paid 
in  kind ;  and  a  part  of  the  corn  thu!^  col-> 
leAed,  was  depofited  in  the  public  granaries 
throughout  the  Empire.-— It  is  uflial  for  the 
wives  and  families  of  the  oflicers  and  failors 
to  live  conftantly  upon  the  water.  Children 
are  born,  brought  up,  and  fpend  their  whole 
lives  on  board;  every  land  is  foreign  to  themj 
knd  the  water  may  be  called  their  propel* 
clement.  E^ch  veiTel,  on  an  average,  con* 
tained  fifty  perfons ;  and  eftitnating  the  total 
of  the  boats  at  two  thoufand,  it  will  appeaf 
that  a  hundred  thoufand  fouls  move  and  liv€ 
only  upon  the  furface  of  that  river. 

There 
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There  are  no  bridges  thrown  acrois  the 
river  Pei-ho,  as  they  would  obftruft  the  na- 
vigation; but  feveral  of  hewn  ftone,  and 
of  decent  architefture,  were  feen  over 
branches  of  that  river^  as  well  as  over  canals 
—Near  the  ruins  of  one  of  theie  bridge^ 
dilapidated  by  an  inundation,  ftood  a  large 
palace^  in  the  midft  of  a  garden,  incloied 
within  a  wall,  having  a  treble  gate  to  thc^ 
water  fide.  It  was  one  of  the  Empcror^s 
ieats,  and  was  the  occafional  refidence  of 
ibme  of  the  family. 

Befides  the  mufquitos  already  mentioned^ 
there  are  other  infeds  very  troublefome,  as 
well  on  account  of  their  fting,  as  of  the  un- 
common noife  they  make. — Of  this  laft  kin4 
was  the  cicada^  whofe  din,  produced  by  the 
motion  of  two  flaps  which  cover  the  abdo- 
men of  the  male,  was  a  fignal  to  allure  the 
female  to  amorous  dalliance,  who  is  not  fur- 
niihed  with  thefe  flaps. — A  fpecies  of  moth, 
as  large  as  a  humming  bird,  was  frequent  ia 
this  quarter. 

The 
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The  tratellers,  in  their  flow  progrcfi  ujjf 
the  ritef,  often  quitted  and  rejoined  the 
ya^htSi  to  obfervc  more  minutely  otje As  on 
ihore  which  ftruck  the  fancy.  This  corftluft 
was  watched  with  extraordinary  jealoufy ; 
and  they  were  given  to  underftand^  that  this 
freedom  was  difpleafing  to  the  Legate.  In 
fliort,  the  interpreter  difcovered>  by  fcveral 
vague  intimations^  occasionally  let  out  in 
familiar  converfation  with  the  Mandarines^ 
that  ibme  recent  dtffattsfa£iion  had  been  con- 
ceived at  the  court  of  Pefcin  againft  the 
Englifh  nation.  Great  circumfpeftion  had 
been  obfcrved  by  the  interpreter,  in  acquir- 
ing this  important  information ;  nor  was  it 
without  much  addrefs  that  he  extorted  froni 
them  the  following  explanation. 

In  the  year  1701*  the  Emperor  of  China 
fent  an  army  into  the  country  of  Thibet,  to 
drive  back  the  Rajah  of  Napaul,  who  had 
made  predatory  excurfions  thither ;  and  in 
the  conteft,  his  -  army  met  with  more  ob-* 
ilacles,  greater  refiftance,  and  heavier  lofles^ 
than  had  been  forcfccn  from  fo  feeble  an 

enemy^ 
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enemy.  Some  of  the  Chinefe  officers^  mor- 
tified at  their  ill  fuccefe,  fancied  they  faw 
oppofed  to  them  not  only  European  taftics, 
but  European  foldiers ;  and  reported  at 
court,  that  they  perceived  hats  as  well  as 
turbans  among  their  enemies;  and  they  con- 
cluded the  former  muft  have  been  Engliih. 
Thus  it  had  been  potitically  and  induftriouily 
reported  among  the  people  of  China>  that 
the  Englifh  had,  in  the  above  inftancc,  aftu- 
ally  afforded  afliilance. — ^Though  the  Em- 
bafiador  gave  no  credit  to  either  fad,  he  was 
induced  to  believe,  that  the  bare  affertion 
would  have  the  power  to  alienate  any  pre- 
vious favourable  difpofition  of  the  country 
towards  the  government  of  Grreat  Britain. 

It  had  been  a  policy  praftifcd  m  the  eaft, 
prior  to  a  meditated  attack  on  the  territories 
of  a  foreign  prince,  to  fend  an  Embafly  thi- 
ther, under  the  mafk  of  friendfliip,  the  better 
to  difcover  its  real  fituation  and  ftrcngth.— - 
The  Britiih  government  knew  well  with 
what  a  jealous  eye  theChineie  viewed  their 
acquiiitions  in  Bengal,  and  the  prejudices 

T  which 
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which  might  be  raifed  on  the  fcore  of  ambi- 
tion; and  the  EmbaiTador  was  fiimiflicd 
with  arguments  to  allay  their  fufpicions  on 
that  head.  But  it  was  not  within  the  com- 
pals  of  human  wifdom  to  forefee,  and  prepare 
againft,  an  Imputation  of  having  interfered 
hoftilely  with  the  arms  of  China,  which  had 
never  taken  place  ;  nor  was  it  till  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  his  Excellency  arrived  at 
Canton,  that  he  was  informed  from  England 
and  Calcutta,  what  were  the  circumftances 
upon  which  an  affertion  fo  groundlefs  had 
been  founded.  It  was  notorious,  that  the 
Governor  General  of  Bengal  condud^d  him- 
felf,  in  this  bufmefs,  with  ftrift  neutrality, 
and  with  great  propriety  and  attention  to- 
wards the  Emperor  of  China ;  declaring  to 
the  Rajah  of  Napaul,  that  the  only  aflift- 
ance  he  Ihould  give,  was  to  endeavour  to 
extricate  him  from  a  ruinous  war,  by  mean 
of  conciliatory  negociation  between  the 
commanders  of  the  Thibet  and  Chinefc 
forces. 


It 
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It  is  probable,  that  if  the  Embafly  in- 
tended for  China,  in  the  year  1787,  had  not 
failed  through  the  premature  death  of  Co- 
lonel Cathcart,  then  appointed  Britiih  Mi- 
nifter  to  the  court  of  Pekin,  any  mifunder- 
flanding  might  have  been  prevented ;  or,  if 
even  the  circumilances  conneftcd  with  the 

Thibet  war  had  arrived  at  Canton  before  the 

•  *       •       •  •  . 
prefcnt  Embailador  quitted  its  vicinity  to 

proceed  to  Tifcn-iing,  it  is  poffible  it  might 
•have  been  in  his  power  to  refute  the  ca- 
lumny.    His  Excellcincy  took  pains  to,  and 
abfblutely  did  convince  the  principal  Man- 
dariiles  and  Chinefe  Officers  of  State,  that 
the  ftory  was  unfotmded ;  but  he  was  not 
able  to  efFeft  {o  much  with  the  Tartar  Le* 
gate,  over  whom  the  others  had  no  influence; 
who  alone  was  allowed  to  correfpond  with 
the  government,  and  who  evinced  no  difpo* 
fition  to  make  a  favourable  or  jufl  reprefen-^ 
tation  of  the  Englifh  or  the  Embafly.     The 
Legate,  either  from  miflruft  or  malevolence, 
even  refufed  to  fend  the  Embaflador's  let- 
ters to  Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  by  the  mefTen- 
gers  of  government,  though  he  knew  his 

T  2  Excellency 


a;/)  BMBASdT 

Excellency  had  had  the  honour  of  recemng 
a  packet  from  the  Emperor.  Without  the 
Legate's  permiilion^  there  was  no  mode  of 
conveying  any  intelligence  whatever;  of 
courie^  he  was  fecluded  from  correfponding 
with  the  Company's  Commiilioners  at  Can- 
ton.  Thus  the  moft  neceflary  intercourie 
was  obfbruded^  without  the  leaft  profpe^l  of 
redrefs;  inafmuch  as  the  Legate  was  the 
intimate  creature  of  Collao,  the  prime  mi- 
niiler  of  the  Empire^  whofe  fentiments  were, 
doubtleis^  in  perfeft  uxiifon. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve^  in  this  place, 
that  the  government  of  China  has  not  efta^ 
bliihed  any  mode  of  conveying  letters  ol 
correfpondence  for  the  conveniency  of  the 
people.  The  Emperor  only  receives  and 
fends  expreffhsy  which  are  conveyed  on  horfe- 
back  to  and  from  every  part  of  his  exteniive 
dominions^  at  the  rate  of  a  himdred  and  fifty 
miles  a  day. — For  the  ordinary  exigencies  of 
government^  as  well  as  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Mandarines  and  officers  of  flate^  there  are 
Slower  couriers  appointed^  who  are  fpme* 

times. 
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times^  though  rarely,  permitted  to  carry- 
letters  or  packets  to  indiyiduals.  But  in-* 
formation  is  conveyed  to,  or  with-held  from, 
the  body  of  the  people  juft  as  the  govern- 
itient  may  deem  it  expedient. 

The  perverfe  circumftances  above  men^ 
tioned  augured  an  unfavourable  iucceis  to 
the  Embafly,  which  vras  proceeding,  but 
flowly,  towards  the  capital.  The  river  being 
Aiallow,  much  mud,  or  diluted  clay,  was 
difhirbed  from  the  bottom ;  and  this,  added 
Xo  what  was  occafionally  waflied  down  into 
it  from  the  mountains,  rendered  the  water 
turbid  and  fcarccly  potable.  The  Chineie, 
however,  have  an  eafy  mode  of  refining  it.—* 
A  fmall  quantity  of  allum  is  put  into  the 
hollow  joint  of  a  bamboo,  in  which  feve- 
ral  perforations  are  made.  A  convenient 
quantity  of  water  being  taken  from  the 
river,  it  is  to  be  ftirred  about  three  or  four 
minutes  with  this  bamboo ;  by  which  the 
allum  unites  with  the  earthy  particles,  'and 
precipitates  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  vcilel, 
les^ving  the  water  pure  and  traniparent. 

T3  Th<t 
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The  Chincfc  of  rank  ufe  diftillcd  water 
for  their  own  confumption  ;  and  even  the 
lower  clafles  never  drink  it  till  tea  or  fome 

« 

other  ialubrious  herb  has  been  infufed  in  it, 
— Not  only  is  this  infuiion  drunk  hot,  as 
common  beverage,  Jbut  even  wine  and  every 
other  liquid  is  made  warm  before  taken. 
The  lame  mode  prevails  in  the  hot  climate 
of  Hindoftan. — ^The  Chinefe,  however,  en- 
joy, in  the  heat  of  fummer,  the  grateful 
coolnefs  of  ice  ;  but  it  is  principally  with 
fruits  and  fweetme^ts. 

Notwithftanding  tea  is  the  common  be-- 
verage  of  all  the  Chinefe,  and  is  prefented 
to  vifitors  at  all  hours ;  yet  there  are  fome, 
^fpecially  in  the  northern  provinces,  who  arc. 
fond  of  fpirituous  liquors,  and  are  diipofed 
to  be  very  convivial.  The  Mandarines  feenir 
Qd  to  indulge  in  luxury;  they  madd,  daily, 
fcveral  meals  of  animal  food,  highly  fea- 
foned;  each  repafl*  confifting  of  pianycourfes. 
The  intervals  were  employed  in  fmokingj 
^nd  chewing  the  areca  nut. 

The 
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The  Chinefc  of  rank  are  in  general  cour- 
teoTis>  familiar,  and  aifable;  but  they  are 
vain  and  naticMial.-'— The  two  Mandarines 
who  had  the  diredion  of  the  Embaffy,  took 
much  pleafure  in  fatisfying  the  inquiries 
made  receding  tlieir  own  country.  The 
Legate  was  more  taciturnous,  and  ieldom 
entered  into  conversation  with  the  Embaf- 
^or,  who,  very  prudently,  forbore  to  afk 
queftions  about  China  in  his  prefence.  He 
vifitcd  his  Excellency  pretty  often,  though 
he  travelled,  in  great  pomp,  part  of  the  way 
by  land,  in  a  ledan  chair,  preceded  by  fbldiers 
and  fervants  clearing  the  way  before  him. 
A  reprefentation  of  this  chair,  borne  by  four 
inen,  is  given  in  plate  No.  S. 

The  Embafly,  in  its  paflkge  up  the  riyer^ 
was  faluted  by  a  difcharge  of  three  guns  at 
every  military  poft,  Ibme  of  which  were 
paifed  every  day  when  the  high  road  was 
near  the  river.  This  road,  though  narrow, 
was  good;  carriages  were  few;  and  thofe 
only  with  two  wheels,  and  without  fprings. 
(jrentlemen  commonly  travel  in  fcdan  chairs, 

T  4  chair 
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chair-palanquins,  or  on  hor{eback,«--*and  la- 
dies in  clofe  litters  fuipended  between  mules; 
and  even  in  this  manner  only  for  (hort  dif- 
tances.  There  are  no  coaches  in  the  coimtry. 

The  ancient  cuftom  of  applying  fails  to 
carriages  by  land,  is  not  entirely  laid  aiide. 
Thefe  vehicles  are  carts  or  double  barrows 
made  of  bamboo,  having  one  large  wheel 
placed  between  them.  Two  poles,  riiing 
from  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  cart,  ferve  as 
mails,  upon  which  the  fail,  confifling  only 
of  a  mat,  is  fet.  But  this  can  only  take 
place  when  the  cart  is  going  before  the 
wind.  In  other  cafes,  the  machine.is  drawn 
by  one  man,  while  another,  behind,  not 
only  keeps  it  fteady,  but  impels  it  forward. 

On  the  fixtccnth  of  Auguft,  the  yachts 
having  proceeded  as  far  up  the  river  Pei-ho 
as  the  depth  of  water  would  admit,  came  to 
anchor  within  half  a  mile  of  Tong-choo-foo, 
which  is  ninety  miles  diftant  from  Tien- 
iing,  and  within  twelve  miles  of  the  city  of 
Pckin* 

It 
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It  appeared  that  the  Lk>n  and  Hindoftan 
fiiiled  from  the  gulph  of  Pe-chee-lee  on  the 
eight  of  Auguft,  and  on  the  12th  pailed 
through  the  ftraits  of  Mi-a-tau. — ^While 
they  remained  at  anchor  in  the  gulph^  they 
found  the  latitude  of  the  anchorage  to  be 
thirty  degrees  fifty-one  minutes  and  a  hdf 
north,  and  longitude  by  time-keeper,  a  hun- 
dred and  fcventeen  degrees  fifty  miiiutes 
eaft ;  and  that  the  latitude  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Pei-ho  or  white  river  was  thirty-nine 
degrees  north. 

The  letter  which  had  been  fent  from  the 
Viceroy  of  Pe-chec-lee  to  the  governor  of 
Ten-choo-fbo,  in  favour  of  Sir  Erafmus 
Gower,  had  been  the  mean  of  procuring  him 
every  afliftance  of  which  he  ftood  in  need. 
From  thence  he  went  to  take  a  minute  exa- 
mination of  the  bay  of  Ki-ian-feu,  fome- 
timcs  named  Zeu-a-tau,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft,  and  found  it  fpa- 
cious,  the  depth  of  water  from  nine  to 
five  fathoms,  the  ground  or  anchorage 
tough,  and  that  fiiips  were  fecure  in  all  di- 
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redions ;  but  that  wood  and  water  were  at 
fome  diftancc  in  the  bay. — The  country, 
however^  had  a  barren  appearance^  the 
inhabitants  were  poor;  and  it  was  doubtful 
whether  proper  accommodations  might  have 
been  procured  for  the  iick  and  convalefcents. 
Sir  Erafmus,  therefore,  determined  to  go  to 
Chu-fan,  where  he  had  more  favourable 
profpeds,  and  for  this  place  the  fquadron 
ihaped  their  courfe. 


a^^^r^      ■  I    'I   «      I.I      ^i^^«^p»— ^~^>y<» 


CHAPTER  IX. 

EMBASSY  LANDS  NEAR  TONG-CHOO-FOO, 
PROCEEDS  THROUGH  PEKIN  TO  A  PA- 
LACE IN  ITS  NEIGHBOURHOOD,  REr 
TURNS  TO  THE  CAPITAL, 

THE  route  prefcribed  for  the  Embafly 
was  through  the  city  of  Pekin  to  a 
villa  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Emperor^s  au- 
tijmnal  palace,  called  Yuen-min-yuen   or 

gardei^ 


TQ  CHINA.  388 

garden  of  perpetual  verdure.  At  this  palace 
were  to  be  deposited  fuch  of  the  prefents  as 
might  receive  damage  by  conveying  them 
along  the  rugged  roads  to  Zhe-hol. — ^A  tem- 
ple, or  monaftery,  near  Tong-choo-foo,  was 
appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Embailador  and  his  fuite,  and  temporary 
buildings  had  been  ereAed  for  receiving  the 
prefent3.  Thcfe  buildings,  conftrud:ed  of 
ftrong  bamboo,  were  impenetrable  to  rain  j 
guards  were  placed  around  them,  and  per- 
fcns  forbidden  to  approach  them  with  fire 
or  lights.  All  the  articles  were  relanded 
and  houfed  in  a  day. 

^  This  temple,  now  converted  into  a  cara- 
vanfary  for  travellers  of  rank,  was  founded 
fcveral  centuries  ago,  by  the  munificence  of 
^  bigot,  for  the  maintenance  of  twelve  priefls 
qf  the  religion  of  Fo,  the  moft  general  in 
China.  It  profefifes  the  do<9:rine  of  the  tranf^ 
migration  pf  fouls,  and  holds  out  happinels 
imder  certain  conditions,  which  confift  more 
in  donations  for  the  creeling  of  temples,  and 
niaintenance  of  priefts,  than  in  the  obferv* 

ancc 
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ance  of  moral  duties ;  the  negted  of  which 
Is  the  punifhment  of  the  defaulters  in  har^r 
ing  their  ibuls  pafs  into  the  bodies  of  the 
meaneft  animals,  in  which  the  fufferings 
are  to  be  apportioned  to  their  tranfgreilions. 
In  this  temple  was  a  deity  perfonifying  Pro-r 
vidcnce,  under  a  graceful  female  figure,  who 
held  in  her  hand  a  circular  plate,  having  an 
eye  portrayed  upon  it.  The  annexed  en* 
graving  is  an  cxslA  reprefentatioQ* 

# 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  habitable  parts  of 
the  temple,  was  occupied  by  the  numerous 
train  of  the  Embaflador.  The  priefts  went  to 
a  neighbouring  monaftery,  except  one,  who 
was  appointed  to  watch  over  the  lamps  of*' 
the  Ihrine,  and  to  attend  his  Excellency's 
commands.  The  rooms  had  boarded  plat- 
forms, elevated  a  foot  from  the  floor ;  thick 
woollen  cloths  were  fpread  upon  them, 
which,  with  the  addition  of  a  cuihion,  con- 
iiituted  the  bedding  of  thofe  priefts.  The 
apartments  of  the  fuperiors  of  the  monaftery 
were  allotted  for  the  Embafly,  in  which,  to 

their 


\ 


CHINESE  FEMA1.E  DIVINITY. 


•  « 


^  TO  qHlNA.  284 

thetr  great  terror^  were  difcovered  fcoi^ions 
4nd  fcolopendras« 

A  public  banquet  or  break&O:  was  pre« 
pared  the  next  morning  hy  the  Mandarines^ 
to  which  every  peribn  belonging  to  the  Em* 
bafly  was  invited.  Befides  tea,  there  were 
various  kinds  of  viands.  Tables  were  ipread 
in  the  vacant  parts  of  the  new  ftore  rooms^ 
no  other  place  being  fufRciently  capacious* 
This  repaft,  according  to  Chinefe  etiquette^ 
was  given  as  a  mark  of  extreme  civility,  by 
including  every  attendant  belonging  to  the 
peribn  whom  it  was  meant  to  honour ;  and 
not  to  have  accepted  of  it,  would,  befides 
giving  umbrage,  have  been  confidered  as  a 
want  of  good  breeding. 

The  diftance  from  the  beach  to  the  tem- 
ple was  {b  lined  with  people,  that  it  had  the 
appearance  of  a  crowded  fair,  efpecially  as 
iimilar  ftalls  were  purpofely  erc6ked  for  the 
iale  of  liquors,  fruit,  and  other  articles.  Not 
a  pauper  to  be  fecn.  on  the  ipot ;  nor  did  any 

one 
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one  aik  alms.  The  prefent^  indeed^  was  not 
the  feafbn  of  diftrefs  for  the  peafantry,  who 
in  times  of  dearth  or  fcarcity,  impelled  by  ' 
(harp  hunger^  are  often  driven  to  crindnal 
cxcefles  to  procure  food.  In  thofe  times  of 
national  calamity,  however,  the  Emperof 
who  may  truly  be  called  the  father  of  his 
people,  opens  the  public  granaries  for  their 
relief, — ^remits  the  taxes  of  the  haplefs  cul- 
tivator, and  reinilatcs  him  in  his  farm  by  pe« 
coniary  aiiiflance* 

A  party  of  gentlemen,  accompanied  by 
ibme  mandarines,  going  into  the  adjoining 
city  to  purchafc  a  few  trifles^  obfervcd  the 
projedion  of  a  lunar  eclipie  upon  the  fides 
of  feveral  houfes.  In  fine  weather,  peribns 
of  every  clafs  live  much  without  doors,  and 
accuftoming  themfelves  to  watch  the  ap- 
pearances of  the  heavens,  they  connect  them, 
by  habit,  to  terreftrial  events,  as  if  thefe  had 
a  dependence  on  the  former.  Some  fortu- 
itous concurrences  taking  place,  ftrengthen- 
^d  the  belief,  and  the  vanity  of  prefcicncc 

laid 
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I^d  the  foundation  of  the  pretended  fcience 
of  aftrology. 

If^  as  the  people  believed,  eclipfes  had  - 
power  or  influence  over  the  operations  ot 
nature,  and  the  tranfa^lions  of  mankind,, 
the  period  of  their  advent  merited  care  and 
attention :  and  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try, -wiihing  to  eftablifh  its  authority,  in 
their  opinion  of  its  fuperlative  wifdom  and 
iblicitude  for  their  fafety  and  welfare,  has 
availed  itfelf  of  their  prejudices,  by  exclu- 
sively obtaining  a  communication  of  all  that 
fcience  and  obfcrvation  could  afford  on  this 
liibjeft.  This  foreknowledge  is  afterwards 
made  known  to  the  people  at  large,  and 
that  in  fo  folemn  a  manner,  as  to  inspire 
them  with  veneration  for  that  fiiperintend- 
ing  power  from  whence  they  derived  that 
information. 

The  Chinefc  have  always  confidered  an 
eclipfe  of  the  lim  as  portending  fome  na- 
tional calamity ;  and  as  they  eftimate  their 
own  happinefs  by  the  degree  of  virtue  pof- 

fcfled 
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&SEod  by  their  ioTereign^  they  attribute 
their  misfortunes  to  his  privation  of  mor^ 
goodneis.  Even  the  Emperor  is  forced^  as- 
it  were,  to  accede  to  the  idea,  and  govern 
bimfelf  accordingly.  Oa  the  eve  of  an 
,«dipfe,  for  example,  he  never  engages  m 
.any  important  enterprize ;  but  feems  defir* 
^m^  of  avoiding  the  converfe  of  his  miniften^ 
that  he  may  fecretly  examine  into  h\»  paft 
.a^ons,  with  a  view  to  correA  their  errors^r 
for  which  the  apprpaching  eclipfe  may-  be 
lent  as  an  admonition ;  and  his  fubjeds  are 
invitied  feecly  to  offer  their  advice. 

Though  Ibme  of  the  Mandarines  who 
were  with  the  party  conceived  a  juft  idea 
o£  the  nature. of  eclipfes,  the  Chinefe,  in  ge^ 
tteral,  did  not  fecm  to  be  Efficiently  fkilled 
m.  nmnerdal  computation,  as  to  be  able  to 
folve  any  intricate  problem.  They  calcu- 
late by ,  the  help  of  a  machine  calledy4y/3^»- 
^n.  Small  balls  are  fining  upon  wire^ 
and  placed  in  different  columns.  Thoie  in 
the  fixft  row,  to  the  rights  ftand  for  units ; 

the^ 
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the  next  column  from  right  to  left  tens^  and 
ib  on  in  a  tenfold  ratio. 

The  multiplication  as  well  as  fubdivilion 
of  quantities  and  meafurcs,  among  the 
Chinefc,  is  rendered  fimple  by  addecima- 
tions.  In  their  money,  for  inftance,  an 
ounce  weight  of  iilver  is  equal  to  a  Jeang ; 
ten  chen  make  a  leang,  ten  fen  a  chen,  and 
ten  lee  a  fen.  Thus  the  lecy  a  real,  and  the 
fmalleft  of  their  copper  coin,  is  a  thouiandth 
part  of  a  leang.- — ^But  they  have  imaginary 
hloney,  though  ftill  addecimated,  c;xtending 
much  lower  than  a  lee^  which  is  of  a  circu- 
lar form>  having  a  fquare  hole  in  the  middle 
to  admit  packthread,  upon  which  they^re 
ftrung  in  tenSy  and  multiple  of  tens,  for  mu- 
tual convenience  in  traffic,  —  A  lee,  the 
only  ftandard  coin  in  the  empire,  is  the 
common  price  of  a  cup  of  tea,  which  is  fold 
in  public  houfes  there  as  porter  is  in  En- 
gland. 

There  is  no  filver  coin  in  China,  not^ 
withftanding  payments  are  made  with  that 

U  metal 


290  EMBASSY^ 

metal  in  rftaiTes  of  about  ten  ounces^  having 
the  form  of  the  crucible  they  were  refined 
in,  with  the  ilamp  of  a  fmgle  charaAer  upon 
them  denoting  their  weight.  Its  value,  in 
currency,  rifes  and  falls  according  to  its  re- 
lative fcarcity  or  plenty  iiTued  from  the  Im* 
perial  treafury.  Spanifli  dollars  were  known 
at  Tong-choo-foo,  and  are  current  through- 
out every  part  of  Afia.  Gold  is  frequently 
made  ufe  of  in  articles  of  drefs  or  luxury, 
but  feldom  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  com- 
merce. 

There  is  no  ftatc  religion  acknowledged 
or  cn-wuraged  in  China.  The  faith  of  moft 
of  the  common  people  is  that  of  Fo ;  many 
of  the  Mandarines  have  another,  and  that 
of  the  Emperor  different  from  theirs.  But 
the  temples  confccrated  to  religious  worlhip 
are  Scarcely  diftinguifliable  from  common 
dwelling  houfes.  The  circular  lofty  ftruc- 
tures  called,  by  Europeans,  Pagodas,  are  of 
various  kinds,  appropriated  to  various  ufes, 
but  none  for  religious  worflfiip.  In  many 
inflances  there  \s  a  iimilarity  in  the  exterior 
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forms  of  the  religion  of  Fo  and  that  of  the 
Romiih  church.  Upon  the  altars  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  temples  were  placed,  behind  a  fcreen,  an 
image  of  Shin-moo y  or  the  holy  mother,  fit- 
ting with  a  child  in  her  arms,  in  an  alcove, 
with  rays  of  glory  round  her  head,  and  ta* 
pers  conftantly  burning  before  her. 

The  terilples  of  Fo  contain  more  images 
than  are  met  with  in  moft  chriftian  churches. 
There  was  one  female  figure  particularly 
prayed  to  by  unmarried  women  who  defire 
hufbands,  and  by  married  women  who  wifli 
for  children.  But  as  the  doftrine  of  Fo  ad- 
mits of  a  iubordinate  deity  propitious  to 
every  wifh  than  can  be  formed  in  the  human 
mind ; — as  the  government  of  the  country 
never  interferes  with  mere  opinions,  npr  pro- 
hibits any  belief  which  may  not  afFecfl  the 
peace  of  fbciety, — it  is  no  wonder  it  fliould 
fpread  among  thofe  clailes  of  the  people 
who  are  diifatisfied  with  the  ordinary  events 
of  nature.  Thus,  from  extreme  fuperfti- 
tion,  the  temples  are  particularly  frequented, 
and  the  fuperintendant  deity  firft  confulted, 
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previous  to  the  undertaking  of  any  thing  of 
importance ;  whether  it  be  to  enter  into  the 
matrimonial  ftate,  to  fet  out  on  a  journey^ 
to  make  or  conclude  a  bargain^  or  any  other 
momentous  event.  There  are  various  me- 
thods of  doing  this,  one  of  which  is;  a 
piece  of  wood,  of  fix  or  eight  equal  fides  or 
Surfaces,  each  having  its  particular  mark, 
is  thrown  into  the  air ;  the  fide  which  is 
uppermoft  after  reaching  the  ground  is  ex- 
amined and  referred  to  by  the  prieft  to  its 
correfpondcnt  mark  in  the  book  of  fate*  If 
the  firfi:  throw  accord  with  the  wilhes  of 
him  who  made  it,  he  proftrates  himfelf  in 
gratitude,  and  cheerfully  undertakes  the  bu« 
finefs.  If  the  throw  be  unpropitious,  he 
makes  a  fecond  trial ;  but  the  third  throw 
muft  decide  the  queftion. — ^The  temples  arc 
always  acceffible  to  confult  the  will  of  hea^ 
ven ;  and  their  adoration  confifts  more  in 
giving  thanks  tlian  offering  prayers. 

The  Chinefe,  in  their  turn,  had  now  an. 
opportunity  of  feeing  an  European  ceremony 
of  religion,  in  the  funeral  of  an  ingenious 
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:,  of  the  name  of  fiades,  belonging  to 
the  Kmh^y,  who  died  on  Monday  evening, 
the  nineteenth  of  Auguft,  near  Tong-choo- 
foo.  He  came  from  Birmingham,  and  was 
induced,  though  beyond  the  middle  age,  to 
undertake  the  voyage,  in  hopes  of  acquir- 
ing,  among  other  arts,  that  of  making  Tin, 
fel,  as  praAifed  at  Pekin,  AVhich  is  not  liable 
to  tamiih,  or  lefs  {o  than  that  which  is  fa- 
bricated in  Europe.  By  order  of  his  Excel- 
lency, the  funeral  rites  were  performed, 
next  day,  with  military  honours,  and  the 
proceffion  accompanied  by  a  prodious  con* 
courfe  of  Chinefe.  The  ceremony  of  inter-* 
ment  was  done  with  becoming  decency  and 
gravity,  iuitable  to  eaftem  cuftom,  which 
confid^rs  the  leaft  mark  of  levity  on  thcfc  fo^* 
lemn  occ^ons  as  barbarous  and  inhuman. 
His  body  was  interred  amidft  feveral  Chinefe 
tombs,  interfperfed  with  cyprefs  trees,  near 
the  rp^d  leading  out  of  Tong-choo-foo. 

The  country,  for  fom?  miles  round  Tong-r 
choo-foo,  was  level ;  the  foil  light,  and  of 
^^fV  culttire.     Its  principal  autumnal  crop« 
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Were  Indian  com  and  millet ;  and  the  thick 
ifaibble  was  left  upon  the  ground  for  manure. 
The  inftrumcnts  of  hufbandry  for  thrafhing 
and  winnowing  corn,  as  well  as  for  rolling 
the  land,  were  nearly  of  Eiu'opean  conftruc- 
tion.  The  enclofiires  were  few ;  and  but 
few  cattle  to  cnclofe  ;  pafturagc  ground  was 
rare ;  the  animals  for  food  and  tillage  being 
foddered  and  fed  chiefly  in  ftalls.  Straw  cut 
fmall  arid  mixed  witli  beans  was  the  food 
for  horfes.  Ploughing  w^as  performed  by 
oxen ;  it  being  too  cold  here  for  buffalos. 
Their  horfes  were  ftrong  and  bony,  but  no 
means  employed  to  improve  their .  breed. 
Many  of  them  were  fpotted  as  regularly  as 
a  leopard,  pccafioned  by  crofling  thofe  of 
contrary  colours.  Mules  were  more  valu- 
{ible  than  horfes,  requiring  lefs  food,  and 
performing  more  labour.  The  cottages  of 
the  peafantry  were  fnug  and  comfortable ; 
not  united  into  villages,  but  thinly  difperfed. 
They  had  neither  fences  nor  gates  to  guard 
them  againft  wild  beafts  or  thieves ;  for  the 
latter,  perhaps,  it  were  unneccflary,  as  rob- 
beries are  feldoro  committed,  notwithflandT 
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ing  the  punifhment  is  noncapital,  unlefs 
accompanied  by  adls  of  violence. 

The  wives  of  the  peafantry  are  truly  in- 
duftrious ;  befides  managing  every  domeftic 
concern,  they  exercife  fuch  trades  as  arc 
carried  on  within  doors.     They  re?r  filk* 
worms,  Ipin  cotton,  and  work  at  the  loom ; 
in  fliort,  they  are  the  only  weavers  in  the 
country.     Their  hufbands,  however,  tyran- 
nize over  them,  keep  them  in  the  greateft 
fubje^lion,  and,  on  occasional  quarrels,  make 
them  attend  behind  the  table  as  handmaids. 
— ^The  old  generally  refide  with  the  young, 
to  temper  their  impetuoiity  ;  and  obedience 
to  them  is  enforced  as  well  by  habit  as  by 
moral  precepts. — ^Moral  maxims  are  incul- 
cated by  the  aged  to  the  younger  offspring ; 
and  plain  fentences  of  morality  are  hung 
up  in  the  common  hall,  where  the  male 
branches  of  the  family  affemble.      A  tablet 
of  anceftry  is  in  every  houfe,  and  references, 
in  converfation,  often  made  to  their  adions. 
— ^By  their  periodical  vifits  to  the  tombs  of 
their  forefathers,  the  nioft  remote  relations 
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become  colle6:ed  and  united.  The  child  i» 
bound  to  work  and  provide  for  his  father 
and  mother ;  and  the  brother — rfor  the  bro- 
ther and  lifter,  in  extreme  diftrefe ;  a  failure 
in  this  duty  ftamps  them  with  fuch  igno-^ 
miny^  as  to  preclude  the  neceffity  of  a  pofi- 
tive  law  to  this  purpofe.  Evea  the  rnqft 
diftant  relative,  if  in  ill  health,  or  in  mifery^j 
has  a  claim  on  his  kindred  for  charitable 
afiiftance.  This  is  the  reafon  why  no  menr 
dicants,nor  fpcclacks  of  diftrefsare  to  be  feen. 

By  the  cuftom  of  the  couiitry,  perfons  on 
horfeback,  meeting  their  fuperiors,  difmount 
as  a  token  of  refpeA.  This  civility,  which 
was  Ihewn  to  fome  Englifti  gentlemen  in 
an  excurfion  into  the  cpuntry,  prevails  ix\ 
other  parts  of  the  Eaft.  Similar  homage  is 
exaded  from  all  the  refidents  of  Batavia^,  by 
the  Dutch  governors  and  counfellors  of  the 
Indies,  Froni  this  inftance,  as  well  as  from 
others  in  Java  and  other  places,  it  is  clear, 
that  China  gives  the  ton  to  all  the  countries 
bordering  upon  its  feas.  Every  fovcreign  in 
the  eaftcrn  part  of  Afia,  for  examplcj.  afFefts 
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the  diftin6tion  of  yellow  colour  ia  imitatioi) 
of  the  Emperor, 

The  prefents  andT^aggage,  which  hither^ 
to  hj^d  come  by  water,  were  now  to  be  con- 
teyed  by  land  to  the  Emperor's  autumnal 
palace.  Such  as  were  liable  to  receive  da- 
mage by  the  jolting  of  vehicles  without 
fprings^  were  deftined  to  be  carried  by  men ; 
and  from  a  pretty  nice  calculation  it  was 
found,  that  about  -  ninety  waggons,  forty 
hand-barrows,  two  hundred  horfes>  and 
nearly  three  thoufand  labouring  men  would  - 
be  wanted  for  this  buiinefs. 

In  China,  bulky  and  heavy  packages  are 
carried  by  men.  To  each  fide  of  the  load 
are  fixpd  two  ftrong  bamboos.  If  four  men 
(two  to*  each  bamboo)  be  not  equal  to  its 
weight,  tvfo  other  bamboos,  Ihorter  than 
the  firft,  are  faftened  to  the  extremities  of 
each  of  the  original  long  ones.  Thefe  eight 
extremities  are  brought  to  rcfk  on  the  flioul- 
ders  of  eight  men,  as  defcribed  in  the  an- 
nexed plate.     More  bamboos  being  affixed 
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ft 

to  thefc,  the  ftrength  of  a  greater  number 
of  men  niay  be  applied  in  a  geometrical 
proportion ;  each  of  whom  would  iliflain  an 
equal  degree  of  preflure  on  raiiing  or  carry- 
ing ponderous  packages. 

The  Embaffador  and  three  gentlemen  of 
his  fuite  travelled  in  fedan  chairs ;  the  other 
gentlemen,  and  all  the  mandarines,  on  horie- 
back.  They  were  preceded  by  Chinefe  fol- 
diers  on  foot,  who  cleared  the  way.  His 
Excellency's  fervants  and  guard  were  con- 
veyed in  waggons. — ^The  road  to  Pekin  from 
Tong-choo-foo  is  perfeAly  level,  the  middle 
of  which  is  paved  with  granite ;  bordered 
in  many  places  with  trees.  On  the  road, 
and  over  a  rivulet,  was  a  handibme,  marble 
bridge,  wide,  fubftantial,  and  but  little  ele- 
vated, as  the  banks  of  the  river  are  never 
overflowed. 

After  partaking  of  a  breakfaf):  at  a  fmall  vil- 
lage upon  the  road,  they  got  foon  after  to  the 
eaftern  fuburbs,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  more, 
^  before  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Pekin.     The 
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Embaflador  s  arrival  was  notified  by  the  firing 
of  guns.  Refreihments  were  prepared  at  a 
retting  place  within  the  gate,  over  which 
was  a  watch  tower,  having,  in  the  diflferent 
ftories,  port  holes  for  cannon. — ^The  height 
of  the  city  walls  was  forty  feet, — ^the  para- 
pet crcnated,  with  holes  in  the  merlons  for 
archery ; — ^the  thicknefs  twenty  feet  at  the 
bafe,  and  twelve  acrois  the  terreplaine  or 
platforn),  upon  which  the  parapet  was 
ereded.  The  walls  were  flanked  on  the 
outfide-  by  iquare  towers,  dittant  from  each 
other  about  fixty  yards,  and  projefting  from 
the  curtain  between  them  fort}^  or  fifty  feet. 
Several  horfemen  might  ride  abreaft  upon 
the  ramparts,  to  which  an  aicent  was  made 
by  declivous  paths  of  earth  raifed  within 
fide. 

The  entrance  into  Pekin  had  nothing  to 
excite  particular  attention.  The  houfes  were 
moftiy  of  one  ftory ;  the  ftreet  about  a  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  but  unpaved,  acrofs  which 
was  a  triumphal  arch  built  of  wood,  having 
three  elegant  gateways.     This.ftreet  led  to 
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the  caftern,  tailed  the  yellwo^  wall  of  the 
Imperial  palace,  whofe  name  is  derived  from 
the  colour  of  the  vamifhed  tiles  covering  the 
top.  Near  the  gate  were  extenfive  ilorc-» 
houfes  for  d(^pofiting  rice ;  and  a  lofty  build* 
ing,  at  no  great  diilance,  faid  to  be  an  ob* 
fervatory,  built  \\\  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Yong-loo,  to  ivhoni  the  city  was,  indebteci 
for  its  principal  qmaments.-r-^  funeral  pro- 
ceffion  was  met  in  this  llrcet,  which,  fron^ 
the  v)htte  colour  of  the  mourners,  was  takei) 
for  that  of  a  wedding ; — ^but  the  lamenta^ 
tiqns  of  young  men  attending  the  corpfej, 
incloied  in  a  fquare  coffin,  ihaded  by  a  gau- 
dy painted  canopy,  loon  undpceived  the: 
travellers.  The  female  relatives  followed, 
behind,  in  iedan  chairs,  covered  with  whitt 
cloth. — Soon  after,  a  nuptial  proqeffion  of* 
fercd  itfelf  to  view>  in  which  it  would  be  as^ 
prepofterous  to  appear  in  white  as  it  would 
in  Europe  to  be  dreffcd  in  black.  The  lady^ 
whom  the  bridegroom  bad  not  yet  feen,  wa§ 
carried  in  a  gaudy  chair,  decorated  with  fef- 
toons  of  faftitious  flowers,  attended  by  he? 
relations,  friends,  and  fervants,  fupporting 

the 


*0    CHINA.  S6i 

the  paraphernalia,  the  only  portion  given  to 
a  daughter  in  marriage. 

The  EmbaiTy  turning  to  the  right  of  the 
yellow  wall,  got  from   its  eaftern  to  its 
northern  fide,    in  which  ftreet,  inftead  of 
(hops  for  bufineis  the  houfes  were  all  pri- 
vate^     Before  the  courts  of  thefe  houfes  was 
a  wall  or  curtain  to  obflruft  the  view  of 
pafiengers  ;  and  this  was  called  the  wall  of 
rej^£i.      They  halted  oppofite  the   treble 
gates  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  palace 
wall,    which   encompafiTed   a   confiderable 
(pace  of  ground.     In  fome  fpots  were  fl:eep 
mounts ;  in  others  deep  hollows,  full  of  wa-^ 
ter,  with  varied  margins.      Out  of  thefd 
artificial  lakes  appeared  fcveral  fmall  ifiands^ 
beautified  with  fancied  fabrics,  interfperfed 
with  trees. — The  Empcror*s  principal  pa-* 
laces  were  erefted  upon  eminences  of  various 
heights;  Ibme  of  thefe  hills  were  embel- 
liihed  with  lofty  trees,  which  encircled  ca- 
binets and  fiimmer  houfes  deftined  for  plea- 
iure  and  retirement ;  the  whole  forming  % 
icene  irrefiflibly  charming. 

Continuing 
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,  Continuing  in  a  Wefterly>courfe  through  thfi 
cjty^the  eye  was  directed  to  a  litwrary  of  foreign 
munufcripts,  among  which  was  faid  to  be  an 
Arabic  copy  of  the  Koran.  Beiides  a  few  Ma- 
hometan ipedlatorsof  the  novel  procefiion,  re- 
cognifed^by  their  red  caps,  were  feveral  wo- 
men, natives  of  Tartary,  or  of  Tartar  extrac- 
tion, whofe  feet  were  not  diftorted  hke  thofe 
of  the  Chinefe.  Many  of  them  were  genteelly 
dreflcd,  .and  of  delicate  features;  but  their 
completions  were  affifted  by  art.  The  feat  of 
beauty  was  upon  the  lower  lip,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  which  was  a  thick  patch  of  vermi- 
lion. Some  of  thefe  ladies  were  in  covered 
carriages,  and  others  on  horfeback,  riding 
aftraddle  like  men.  The  Embafly  now 
crofled  a  flreet,  lituatcd  north  and  fouth, 
in  length  four  miles,  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Tartar  city,  and  in  about  two  hours 
more,  after  having  paflcd  by  feveral  beauti- 
ful temples  and  other  extenfive  buildings, 
arrived  at  one  of  the  weftern  city  gates, 
whence  commences  the  fuburbs;  to  tra- 
verfe  which  took  up  twenty  minutes. 

The 
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The  Embafly  had  now  reached  the  villa 
intended  for  its  reception,  fituated  between 
the  town  of  Hax*tien  and  Yuen-min-yucn. 
The  buildings  comprifed  feveral  diflind  pa- 
vilions, conllrufted  round  fmall  courts, 
whofe  apartments  were  moftly  embellilhed 
with  landfcapes,  done  in  water-colpurs.  The 
whole  encircled  about  twelve  acres  of  land, 
in  which  was  a  garden  laid  out  with  tailc ; 
a  rivulet  meandering  round  an  ifland;  a 
grove  of  trees  with  fcattered  grafs  plots  of 
factitious  mounds  and  cavities,  and  craggy 
rocks  rudely  piled  upon  each  other. 

The  Govemor  of  this  palace,  between 
whom  and  the  Embaflador  the  accuftomed 
Compliments  of  civility  pafled,  agreed  with 
his  Excellency,  that  the  moft  advantageous 
mode  of  difplaying  the  prefents  would  be  to 
place  the  moft  rare  and  curious  on  each  fide 
of  the  throne,  in  one  of  the  halls  of  audi- 
ence. The  entrance  to  this  hall,  whofe 
external  appearance  was  magnificent,  was 
through  three  quadrangular  courts,  cncompaf- 
fcd  by  feveral  detached  buildings.     It  was  a 

hundred 


hundred  feet  in  length,  and  forty  in  breadth^ 
and  in  height  about  twenty;  and  erected 
upon  a  platfofm  of  granite.  Two  rows  of 
large  wooden  columns,  whofe  ihafts  were 
painted  red  and  varnifhed,  fupported  ita 
projecting  roof;  and  its  capitals,  befides 
other  ornaments,  were  decorated  with  dra- 
gons, whole  feet  were  armed  with  fioB 
claws.  There  was  nothing  left,  in  the  hall 
but  the  throne,  of  which  a  correft  engrav* 
ing  is  given,  except  a  few  large  jars  of  porce- 
laine,  and  a  mufical  clock,  made  early  in 
the  prelent  century,  by  George  Clarke,  ef 
LieadenlialUJlretty  London. 

The  throne  was  afcended'  to  by  fteps  ifi 
the  front  and  on  each  fide;  and  above  it 
tvere  the  Chincfe  charafters  of  glory  and 
perfe<ftion.  Tjipods,  and  vcflels  of  incenffe> 
were  placed  on  each  fide,  and  before  it  a 
fmall  table,  as  an  altar,  for  placing  offerings 
of  tea  and  fruit  to  the  fpirit  of  the  abient 
Emperor.  Being  the  period  of  full  moon, 
a  feftival  with  the  followers  of  Fo,  it  was  a 
day  of  facnfice.— *Among  the  many  names 
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giTcn  to  his  Tmperial  Majefty,  he  has  one 
which  correfponds  in  found,  as  well  as  in 
written  chanu^lers,  with  that  given  in  China 
ibmetimes  to  the  Deity ; — doubtleis  as  an 
attribute  of  power,  refiding,  almoft  intirely 
in  the  perfbn  of  the  Ibvercign ;  whoie  domi- 
nion they  confider  as  virtually  extending 
over  the  whole  worid.  Believing  the  Ma- 
jefly  of  the  Emperor  to  be  ubiquitaiy,  they 
iacrifice  to  him  when  abient ;  it  cannot 
therefore  be  furpriiing  they  fliould  adore 
him  when  prefent.  The  adoration,  or  Ko^ 
f  teou^  coniifts  in  nine  proilrations  of  the  bo- 

dy, the  forehead  being  made  each  time  to 
touch  the  floor ;  which  is  not  only  a  mark 
of  the  deepeft  humility  and  fubmiflion,  but 
alfo  implies  a  conviction  of  the  omnipotence 
of  him  towards  whom  this  veneration  is 
made. 

s 

Thefe  abjeft  proftemations  are  required 
not  only  from  the  fubjecfts  and  tributary 
princes  of  the  empire,  but  alfo  from  all 
ftrangers,  however  exalted  ;  and  the  Legate 
now  urged  the  EmbaflTador  to  perform  them 
'  X  bcfoifci 
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before  the  throne.  His  Excellency  had  pre* 
vioufly  received  his  Majefly's  inilnK^ons  on 
this  head,  and  was  therefore  prepared  to 
anfwer  the  demand.  He  well  knew  the  te- 
nacity of  the  court  in  exadling  ceremonies 
as  degrading  to  one  part  as  exalting  to  the 
other,  and  which  rendered  Embaffies  fingu- 
larly  grateful  to  the  Imperial,  court. — It  was 
this  haughty  Ipirit  which  didated  orders  to 
write,  in  large  Chinefe  charafters,  not  only 
upon  the  flags  of  the  yachts  up  the  river 
Pci-ho,  but  likcwife  upon  thofe  which  ac- 
companied all  the  land  carriages  of  the  Em- 
bafly,  EMBASSADOR  BEARING  TRI- 
BUTE FROM  THE  COUNTRY  OF 
ENGLAND. 

His  Excellency,  confidering  that  he  might 
be  fuppofed  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of 
thofc  charafters,  forbore  to  make  any  for- 
mal complaint ;  in  which,  in  the  firft  place, 
he  augured  no  fuccefs,  and  in  the  next, 
that  it  might  be  the  mean  of  abmptly  ter- 
minating the  Embafly.  The  charaAers, 
however,. had  attracted  general  notice  ;  they 
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^crc  inferted  in  the  court  gazette;  they 
would  be  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  cm-  ^ 
pirc,  and  would  find  their  way  into  Europe 
through  the  medium  of  the  Ruffian  reii-> 
dents,  and  the  miffionariies  in  the  capital. — 
The  EmbaiTador  was  therefore  particidarly 
on  his  guard  with  refpeA  to  any  ad  of  his 
own,  which  might  leilcn  the  dignity  of  his 
fovereign;  and  he  had  the  example  of  a 
Ruffian  embaflador  who  had  refuied  to  com- 
ply with  the  ceremony  in  queftion,  until  a 
regular  promife  had  been  made  for  its  re- 
turn in  like  manner  to  his  fovereign;  The 
Dutch^  who  m  the  laft  century  had  meanly 
fubmitted  to  every  degrading  ceremony  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  profitable  commercial 
advantages,  complained  afterwards  of  being 
treated  with  negled,  and  of  being  difmiiled 
without  experiencing  the  fmallefi:  mark  of 
fevour. 

Some  of  the  miffionaries,  it  was  faid,  had 
reprefonted  Holland  to  the  Imperial  court 
as  a  fpot  upon  the  general  map,  bearing  a 
political  weight  or  importance  only  in  pro- 
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portion  to  its  fitc  The  Ustmt  ftandard,  ia 
all  likelihood,  may  have  been  applied  with 
fcgard  to  England.  From  fuch  partial  and 
inaccurate  ftatements  it  is  fair  to  conclude, 
that  the  Chinefe  miniftcrs  may  have  fonned 
e  fcale  by  which  they  mcafure  the  relatiMti 
importance  of  the  different  powers  of  Eu- 
jrope,  by  the  degrees  of  relu<ftance  with  which 
they  accede  to  their  cl^im  of  arrogated  fu- 
periority,  But  in  any  point  of  view,  there 
.were  cogent  reaibns  for  imagining,  that  the 
^fpofit^on  of  the  Chinefe  empire,  at  that 
itime,  would  refufe  a  return  of  favours  for 
«hy  facrifice  of  dignity.  The  prejudices 
imbibed  againft  the  English  on  their  firft 
appearance  at  Canton ; — the  effed  of  fubfe* 
•quent  mifreprefcntations; — and,  to  complete 
all,  the  recent  circumftances  of  the  Thi- 
bet war,  notwithftanding  the  magnificence 
which  every  where  accompanied  the  Em.^ 
bafly,  worked  fo  ftrongly  upon  the  minds 
of  eycry  Tartar  chief,  as  to  excite  a:  miftruft 
of  its  defigns,  as  if  intended  ultimately  to 
ihare  with  the  Tartars  themfelvcs  fome  por- 
tion of  their  ruling  power. 

The 
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Tht  Legate,  who  was  not  igjoorax^  of 
the  cafe  of  the  Rtiifian  cmhafly,  ^tefcd 
himfclf  of  being  more  fiicccfsAU  with  the 
Britiih  EmbsiiTador, .  Irom  whofe  tm6iable 
difpofition  he  had  built  upon  unconditional 
compliance ;  and  to  his  own  cflforts  he  added 
thofe  of  the  mandarines  who  were  the  moft 
intimate  with  his  Excellency.     Thefe,  how^ 
ever,  were  aftonilQied  when  they  heard  thi^t, 
for  a  iimilar  aft  done  by  an  Europesinj  TJ- 
magoras,  in  the  charafter  of  EmfaaiTador  to  ^ 
powerful  monarch  of  the  Eafl:  (of  Perfia), 
was  condemned  to  fuffer  death  by  his  coun- 
trymen,, the  Athenians,  as  foon  as  he  re- 
turned home,  for  having  degraded  the  na- 
tion who  deputed  him;   thai  lefi  adhs  of 
humiliation  had,    in  modem  times,   been 
Severely  cenfured ;  the  anions  of  men  in  k 
public  capacity  being  looked  upon  as  thjfc 
aftft  of  thofe  whom  they  reprefent :  and  that 
ceremonies  praftifed  by  fubjedls  to  their  fb* 
\creigris,  ought  not  to  be  exaded  from  the 
reprefentatives  of  foreign  princes. 
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The  point  in  qudHon  being  of  the  utmoft 
delicacy^  his  Excellency  was  difpofed  to  gra^ 
tify  the  declared  wiihes  of  the  Emperor^  as 
^  as  lay  in  his  power,  without  committing 
the  dignity  of  his  forereign.  He  did  not, 
therefore,  refufe  to  accede  to  the  ceremony 
of  proflration,  but  offered  to  perform  the 
whole  on  a  condition  which,  while  it  did 
not  abftraA  any  perfbnal  refped  from  the 
Emperor,  removed  the  principal  objedion 
attached  to  it  as  an  a6l  of  homage  or  de* 
pendence  in  his  reprefentative  chara6ter« 
This  condition  was,  "  That  a  lubjcft  of  his 
Imperiad  Majefty,  of  equal  rank  to  his  own, 
ihould  perform,  before  the  pifture  he  had 
with  him  of  his  Maje^,  drefled  in  his  robes 
of  ilate,  the  fame  ceremonies  that  the  £m«- 
baflador  ihould  be  direded  to  do  before  the 
Chinefe  throne/*  It  was  of  the  utmoft 
moment  that  this  propofal  ihould  be  accu* 
rately  tranflated  and  forwarded  to  the  Em* 
peror,  to  avoid  the  poffibility  of  mifconcep- 
tion.  The  embafiadorial  interpreter,  though 
a  native  of  China,  from  long  difufe  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  ilyle  requiiite  for  the 
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palace^  and  from  haviAg  been  for  years, 
while  at  Naples,  accuftomed  to  write  only 
the  Latin  and  Italian,  the.Chinefe  charac* 
ters,  amounting  to  eighty  thoufand,  were 
no  longer  familiar  to  him.  The  miffiona- 
ries  Icarcely  ever  attempted  to  write  official 
papers ;  they  were  generally  done  by  Chi* 
nefe  bred  to  letters.  The  Legate,  who  had 
direi^ed  his  views  to  unconditional  compli* 
ance,  reiiiled  any  compad  in  writing,  and 
was  imwilling  to  afford  any  affiftance  t6  that 
purpofe.  After  repeated  applications,  fbme 
of  the  miilionaries  were  introduced  to  his 
Excellency,  but  with  the  utmoft  circum- 
ipe<flion,  and  in  preience  of  the  Legate  and 
a  Portugucze  jefuit,  whom  the  Emperor  had 
.raifed  to  a  higher  dignity  than  any  of  his 
brethren.  This  man  was  inimical  to  the 
interefts  of  Great  Britain,  and  encouraged 
the  Legate  to  refift  the  requeft  which  the 
Embaflador  had  made  to  remove  to  the  ca- 
pital,  where  he  might  more  conveniently 
prepare  for  the  joximey  to  Zhe-hol ;  but  the 
governor  of  the  palace  of  Yuen*min-yucn, 
Superior  in  power  to  the  Legate,  intcrpoied 
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Qxi  the  occafioa^  and  the  EmbaiTy  was  im* 
mediately  ordered  to  take  refidence  at  the 
palace  in  the  city  of  Pekin.     Note  VL 

Here^  a  Chinefe  chriflianj  qualified  in  all 
tefpefb  for  the  office  of  tranilator,  recom- 
mended to  his  Excellency  by  a  miilionary 
well  afiedled  to  the  Embaily^  undertook^ 
privately^  the  buiinefs^  though  not  without 
ipuch  rifk  on  his  part^  provided  it  fhould 
be  known  to  the  Legate ;  for  it  is  a  notc^rir 
ous  fad  that  a  native  of  Canton  had  been 
formerly  put  to  death  for  writing  there  a 
petition  for  the  Ekiglifb.  Care,  however,, 
was  taken  in  this  cafe  to  preveut  dcte<^ion. 
The  translation  was  copied,  fair^  by  Mafter. 
George  Staunton^  (who  not  only,  occafion- 
ally,  officiated  as  interpreter,  but  who  had 
acquired  a  wonderful  faciHty  id  writing  the 
Chinefe  characters)  and  the  original  rough 
draught  deflroyed  in  his  prefence. 

The  memorial  of  his  Excellency  was  ad- 
dreffed  to  Ho-choong-taung  Colao,  firft  mi- 
niftcr  of  the  empire,  and  ceprefented,  that 

''  his 
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**  his  Majcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in 
fending  an  Embaily  to  his  Majcfty  the  Em- 
peror of  China,  fully  intended  to  give  the 
ftrongeft  tcftimony  of  particular  eftecm  and' 
veneration  '  for  his  Imperial  Majefty ;  that 
the  Embaflador  entnifted  to  convey  fuch 
fentiments  was  eameftly  defirous  of  fulfilling 
that  objeft  of  his  miffion  with  Zealand  ef-' 
{e&. ;  that  he  was  ready  likewifc  to  confomr 
to  every  exterior  ceremony  pra^ftifed  by  hiy 
Imperial  Majefty *s  ftibjefts,  and  the  tribuv 
tary  princes  attending  at  his  court,  not  only 
to  avoid  the  confufion  of  novelty,  but  in  or- 
der to  ftxew,  by  his  example  in  behalf  of 
one  of  the  greateft  as  well  asmoft  diftant 
nations  on^thc  globe,  the  high  and  juft  fcnfe 
miiverfally  entertained  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty's»  dignity  and  tran&^ndent  virtues;  that 
the  Embaflador  had  determined  to  aft  in 
that  manner  without  hefitation  or  difficulty, 
on  this  condition  only,  of  which  he  flatter- 
cd  himfelf  his  Imperial  Majefty  would  im-- 
mediately  perceive  the  ncceffity,  and  have 
the  goodnefs  to  accede  to  it,  by  giving  fuch 
dirieftions  as  fliould  be  the  means  of  prc- 
.'.-'  venting 
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I 
% 

Tenting  the  Embaflador  from  iuficring  by 
his  devotion  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  this 
inftance ;  for  the  Embaffador  would  cer- 
tainly  fuffcr   heavily   if   his   conduct,    on 
this  occafion,  could  be  conftraed  as  in  any 
wife  unbecoming  the  great  and  exalted  rank 
which   his  mafter,  whom  he  reprclcnted^ 
held  among  the  independent  fovereigns  of 
the  world ;  that  this  danger  could  be  eafily 
avoided^  and  the  fatis&(^n  be  general  on 
all  fides,  by  bis  Imperial  Majefty 's  order  that 
one  of  the  officers  of  his  court,  equal  with 
tlj^Embairador  rn  rank,  Ihould  perform  be- 
lore  his  Britannic  Majeffy's  pidlure  at  large, 
in  hb  royal  robes,  and  then  in  the  E^mbaif- 
iador's  pofieffion  at  Pekin,  the  fame,  cere- 
monies  which  ihouM  be  performed  by  the 
Embafiador  before  the  throne  of  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty-'* 

This  paper,  after  being  properly  addreiTcd,. 
was.  flicwn  to  the  Legate,  who  appeared  to 
approve  its  contents,  and  undertook  to  for- 
ward it  immediately  to  the  Emperor,  whofe 
acquiefccnce  was  little  doubted.     In  this 

perfuafion^ 
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perfuafion^  the  articles  deftined  for  Zhe*hol 
were  brought  back  to  Pekin,  among  which 
were  fix  neat  brals  field  pieces,  on  light  car- 
riages. His  Excellency  had  them  tried,  by 
the  artillery,  men,  pr^jvious  to  their  exhibit- 
ing before  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  they 
were  fired  feveral  times  in  a  minute.  This 
celerity  in  military  manoeuvres  was  difreliflir 
cd  by  the  Legate,  who  affeded  to  fay,  that 
the  Imperial  army  was  equally.. as -.expert. 
He  countermanded  the  orders  refpeding 
theie  field  pieces,  which,  before  were  deilin* 
ed  for  Zhe-holy  but  now  to*  remain  at  P^fck 
The  few  barrels  of  gun-powder,  intended 
for  ialutes,  and  the  mufquetry  of  the  Em- 
bafilador  s  guard,  were  both  become  obje^ 
of  iuipicion,  and  were  defired  to  be  given 
up.  The  requt^  was  immediately,  complied 
with  as  a  matter  of  indifference.  :  In  ihort^ 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduft  diiplayed  a 
mind  agitated  by  fufpicion  left  the  Chineie 
ihould  attribute  fiiperior  prowels  to  the, 
Englilh  nation.  Even  in  a  diiplay  of  the 
prefents,  to  gratify  curiofity,  he  was  fo  illi- 
beral 
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beral  as  to  fupprels  the  lead  emotion  of  ap^- 
probation. 

r 

In  the  thirteenth  century,  the  commencci^ 
ment  of  the  firft  Tartar  dynafl'y,  a  new  plaft 
was  defigned  for  the  principal  part  of  the 
capital^  thence  called  the  Tartar  city.  It 
has  a  parallelogramic  form;  and  the  four 
walls,  which  front  the  four  cardinal  points^ 
include  an  area  of  about  fourteen  fquart 
jnikii,  of  which  the  palkce,  Htuated  in  the 
centre,  comprifcs,  within  its  3rcllow  walls,  at 
Icaft  one  fquare  mile.  The  whole  is  com-* 
puted  to  be  one  third  larger  than  Londbhi 
-^The  Chinefc  city,  fo  named  by  way  of 
diftindion,  contains  about  nine  fqnare  iniles; 
the  major  part  of  which  is  not  occupied  Ry 
buildings.  Upon  that  part  of  it  which  is  in 
cultivation  is  conftruAed  the  ^en^nong^tan, 
Or  eminence  of  venerable  agriculturaJifis;  of 
which  fociety  the  Emperor  is  the  head,  and 
dirt  ftfr  the  plough,  once  a  year,  wiih  hu 
0Wnhattd> 

•  •  • 

The 


The  wiajls  df  thic  Chittcfe  city,  likewife^ 
comprife  two  temples ;  the  one  called  Tieti^ 
tan, '  or  eminence  of  heaven,  having  the  word 
tien  or  heaven  infcribed  upon  its  principal 
building  ; — the  other — tee-tan,  which  is  de- 
^dic^ted  to  the;  earth.  The  former  is  round, 
in  *  allufion  Ito  the  arch  of  the  heavenly  firma-^ 
laent  a3  it  appears  to  the  eye ;  the  latter  is 
fqudre,  in  conformity  to  the  idea  of  the  Chi- 
nefc,  who  believed  this  to  be  the  figure  of 
the  earth. — In  the  iummer  fblftice,  the  ifun's 
^eateil  heat,  the  Emperor  jcbmes  in  awful 
proceiEon  to  pay  obedience,  and  return 
thanks  for  its  benign  influence;  and  the  lika 
ceremony,  in  the  winter  folftice,  is  per*- 
iformed  in  the  temple  of  the  earth;  but  pen- 
ibnification  does  not  take  place  in  cither. 

9  r 

This  religious  worfeip  of  heaven  and  eartb 
is  confined  to  the  perfon  of  the  Emperor ; 
^UGtd  for  his  accommodation  it  is  performed 
^t  J?ckin,  where  he  annually  appears  abroad 
'}xt  fevcral  other  magnificent  proceflions,  fug* 
^cfled  from  views  of  policy  and  religion, 
.Thcfc   ceremonies,    which   conflitute  the 

chief 


318  EMBASSY 

chief  public  ipe<flacles  in .  that  city,  have 
been  compared  to  thofe  religious  ones  of  his 
Holineis  at  Rome,  under  the  name  oifon^ 

Riches,  in  China,  confer  but  little  im- 
portance, and  no  power ;  and  property^ 
without  office,  is  not  always  fecure.  There 
is  no  hereditary  dignity  to  give  it  weight 
and  pre-eminence.  The  ftrong  arm  of 
power  often  falls  more  heavily  upon  the  un- 
proteAed  rich,  than  upon  the  miferablc 
poor,  who  having  nothing  to  lofe  are  lc6 
objeds  of  temptation.  Excellence  in  learn- 
ing, alone  confiitutes  greatneis.  There  are 
but  three  clafies  of  men  in  China:  men 
of  letters,  from  whom  are  chofen  the  man- 
darines ;  agriculturalifts ;  and  mechanics, 
including  merchants. — In  Pekin,  alone,  iuch 
as,  by  public  examination,  are  found  to  ex- 
cel in  the  fciehces  of  morality  and  govern- 
ment, as  taught  by  the  ancient  Chinefe,  are 
exalted  to  the  higheft  degree  of  literature, 
and  ele(fted,  by  the  Emperor,  to  all  the  ci- 
vil offices  of  ftate,  and  to  the  great  tribunals 

of 
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of  the  empire. — ^Military  rank  is  alfo  con- 
ferred on  fuch  as,  by  competition,  furpafs 
in  military  taftics  and  warlike  excrcifes. 

The  fevcral  branches  of  a  family  refiding 
under  one  roof,  and  all  dieting  together, 
are  enabled  to  live  with  greater  economy  ; 
yet  the  poor  are  fometimes  compelled,  by 
neceffity,  to  fubfift  on  vegetable  food  only, 
the  price  of  labour  not  being  always  propor- 
tionate to  the  price  of  provifions.  Mar- 
riage, therefore,  among  the  poor,  is  a  mea- 
fure  of  prudence,  the  fons  being  bound  to 
iiipport  their  parents ;  and  as  the  cufiom  of 
early  marriage  is  confidered  in  the  light  of  a 
religious  duty,  an  union  takes  place  when- 
ever there  is  the  leaft  profpedl  of  procuring 
future  fubiiftence.  In  that  view  they  are 
not  always  liicceisful ;  in  which  cafe  their 
helplefs  offspring  are  abandoned  by  the 
wretched  authors  of  their  exiflence.  Su** 
perflition  has  lent  her  hand  to  fan6lion  the 
horrid  deed,  rendering  it  a  holy  offering  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  adjoining  riv^er  to  throw  an 
infant  into  it,  previoufly  attaching  a  gourd 

to 
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ta  its  neck  to  prevent  it  from  immediate 
drowning. 

In  thefe  cales  the  Chincfe  philoibphers 
have  left  parental  afFediion  to  the  impulfe  of 
nature,  which,  to  maintain  its  authorit}^, 
jrequires  the  force  of  early  precept.  Chiit 
drcn  are  more  frequently  deferted  than  pa* 
rents  ncglcdlcd.  To  ftrengthcn  the  tenden* 
cy  to  filial  obedience,  the  laws  of  the  em* 
pire,  byway  of  punifhment,  commit  a  man's 
offspring  to  his  own  will  and  power ;  and 
cuftom  has  rendered  the  notion  familiar 
that  life  only  becomes  tmly  valuable,  and 
inattention  to  it  really  criminal,  after  it  has 
cxifted  long  enough  to  be  endowed  with 
reafon  and  fentiment;  but  that  a  faint 
^immcring  exiftence  may  be  allowed  to  be 
loft  without  fcruple,  though  it  cannot  with-* 
out  reluAance. 

Female  infants,  confidered  as  the  lefs  evil, 
are  chiefly  devoted  to  this  cruel  facrifice, 
feeing  that  daughters  become,  by  marriage, 
•  part  of  that  family  into  which  they  pafs  ; 

whereas 


whereas  tlie  fotis  maiiiit*iii  and  conHAe  their 
tmti. — Thofc  infante  ^M  enpoied  ibon  tfMr 
birth,  ere  the  mind  or  features  Catch  parental 
affection.  A  few  of  them  are  ihatched  from 
the  jaws  of  death  by  peribns  appointed  by 
the  government  to  watch  the  river,  which 
provides  for  thofe  taken  up  alive,  and  buries 
thofe  who  had  als«ady  expired.  The  mif« 
iionaries  are  alfb  vigilant  in  this  work  of  hu- 
manity }  Otic  of  whom  aflertcd,  that  upvrntla 
df  t\riy  tbottiand  wefer  tfatrs  anniaMjr  ftxpo&d, 
of.  whom  a  v^  fmill  proportion  mif  was 
&ved.  They  provided  fot  as  naai^  ai  they 
could  recover,  and  inftru&ed  thfftti  in  the 
principles  of  the  chriftian  religion. 

Tht  Emba^dor  waa  teatod  on  by  a  huMk 
darine,  high  in  rank,  the  e^enitkg  before  tiur 
Btn^^y  quitted  VAm,  with  a  gracMus  «cf<< 
£^d  from  the  Emptor  to  mqaire  3&ct  1b6$ 
beahh,  whidi  he  liad  heani  had  beea  lateljr 
a&ded^  advifiitg  htco  to  txsarcl  by  a£f 
jotmieya  into  Tattsary^  and  in&mang  lua 
^cMsUencf  tlkat  accammedatioaa  Wduld  \m 

Tt  prepared 
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prepared  for  him  and  fiiite  at  the  fame  pa^* 
laces  where  his  Imperial  Majcfty  ftopf)ed  ia 
his  way  to  Zhe-hol. 


it  .       \     .  ■ '  ^. 


CHAPTER  X. 

JOURNEY  T^O  THE  NORTHERN  FRONTIER 
OF  CHINA.  VIEW  OF  THE  GREAT 
WALL..  VISIT  TO  THE  EMPEROR's^ 
COURT  AT  HIS  SUMMER  RESIDENCE- 
IN    TARTARY. 

TH  E  EmbaiTador  and  moft  of  his  fuite 
fet  out  from  Pekin  -for  Zhe-hol  oiiC  the 
&cond  of  September^  1703^  accompanied 
by  thd  v&al  number  c^  Chifieie:  His  Ex- 
cellency travelled  in  an  Englifh  poft-chaife, 
in  which  he  occaiionally  acconunodated 
ibme  of  the  mandarines.  At  firft  they  were 
under  great  apptefaeniions  for  its  over-turn- 
img;  bat  their  fears  jfoon  iubiided,  and  gained 

it 
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It  a  decided  piefcrcnce  over  their  clumfy 
•carriages. 

The  land,  as  they  pafled,  fecmed  to  be 
•highly  cultivated ;  and  its  produce  generally 
the  lame  as  on  the  other  iide  of  the  city. 
One  field,  adjoining  the  road,  attraAed  par- 
.ticular  notice;  as,  from  its  regularity,  it 
fecmed  to  have  been  planted  with  a-  ipecies 
x)f  the  polygonum.  The  leaves  being  ma- 
•  cerated  and  prepared  like  thofe  of  the  indi- 
go  plant,  imparted  a  dye  of  a  blue  colour 
equal,  or  nearly  fo,  to  that  produced  from 
indigo. — It  was  faid,  likewife,  that  a  dyc> 
of  a  green  colour,  was  extracted  from  the 
buds  and  tender  leaves  of  a  fmall  plant,  of 
the  fpecies  of  the  Colutea;  that  carmine  was 
icldom  ufcd,  as  their  fineft  red  was  drawn 
from  the  carthamus ;  and  that  the  cups  of 
the  acorn  ferved  them  to  dye  a  black  co- 
lour. 

Among  the  numerous  tribe  of  indigenous 
plants,  the  Chinefe  have  found  out,  by  acci- 
dent or  refearch,  fucccdanea  for  many  arti- 

Y  2  cles 
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pies  in  the  economy  of  Ufe^  HJiicht  other- 
wife,  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  ob- 
tain  from  foreign  countries. —  In  lieu  of 
pepper,  they  fubflitutc  the  ieedi  of  a.ipecies 
of  the  6igara ;  and  an  oil,  Uttl&  inferior  tx>  the 
olive,  is  cxtraded  from  the  kemds  of  the 
^ricot.  But  oil,  for  Qiore  ordinary  pup- 
•pofcs,  is  drawn  from  th&iced^  of  iefajznun^ 
t4  kcn>p,  cotton,  turnip,  of  a  i|>eGics  of 
-mmts  ^^  of  iaveral  other  vegetables.*— «A 
ipeeics  of  cultivated  momordica  is  found  aA 
excelkut  iub^ittite  for  cucumberJ^;  thej 
^ofnbifii&  fliepl^cird's  purie  with  their  ialad^; 
an^  acai^duus,  as  a  p&Uib^  with  their  ricei 
In  rearmg  fiIk-worm8><  the  leaves  of  the  aifat 
are  often  gfven  fer  thofe  of  the  inulberxyv 
They  nMnufadure  a  kind  of  cloth  from  the 
fibres  iyf  a  dead  nettfe ;  and  pap6r-**^from  the 
Araw  of  rice>  from  filaments  of >  keni J)^  and 
the  bark  c^  various  vegetables. 

Early  in  the  firfl:  day*s  journey  a  river  was 
crofiled  which,  though  narrow,  w^as-  naviga- 
ble for  boats.  The  courfe  of  this,  and  of 
the  others  in  this  traft,  was  to^-  die  f6uth 

eaft. 


TO  CRi.^A.  33t 

caft.  Goods  of  various  kinds  iBre  .1>ro(ight 
idown  thefe  rivers  from  the  bordc)^  of  T'af « 
Ury ;  and  furSj  the  richeft  of  its  produce^  a$ 
well  as  charcoal  5  the  chicff  fuel  forculinaty 
purpoies  at  Pekin>  are  conveyed  thence  up^ 
on  the  backs  of  dromedaries ;  ainmuls  v^hicb 
are  fleeter  and  ftronger  than  camels.  Sheep 
were  defciied  grazing  upon  the  plains,  hav- 
ing ihort,  flefh/  tails,  weighing  &veial 
pounds  }-~in  high  eftimation  annrng  Chi- 

nele  epicures.  ' 

-  •    f    • 

. '  Having  advanced  about  twen^  miles  in  the 
country,  the  ibil^  in  lieu  ot*  rich  loam  which 
they  h^  fectk,  now  :put  6n  a  fandy  and 
more  barren  appearance.  A  few  miles  fo- 
'  ther  the  Embally  reached  the  palace  which 
completed  their  firft  day *^  totfr.  Itw^S:iltu- 
ated  at  the  bottpna  of  4  gentle  hiil^  eitcotn^ 
pafled  with  a  park  -and  pleafure  gl'o^ndSL 
In  its  neighbourhood  were  £>me  mino'sd 
ipring^y  iaid  to  be  occasional iy  retried  to 
by  the  Emperot/  Qhd  thence  called  his 
iiaths.  

*  »  *  • 

Y  3  During 
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During  their  progrcfs  on  the  fecond  day, 
the  travellers  obierved  feveral  plantations  of 
tobacco  upon  the  low  grounds. — This  arti- 
cle in  the  Weft  Indies  is  cured  in  exteniivc 
buildings;  here-— principally  in  the  opcii 
air.  It  is  hung  upon  cords  to  dry,  under 
little  apprehenfions  of  its  leaves  l^eing  in- 
jured by  rain.  Smoking  is  not  only  very 
prevalent  with  both  fexes  here,  but  this  cuf- 
tom  extends  even  to  girls  of  nine  or  ten 
years  old.  The  fmoke  of  the  tobacco  is  in- 
haled through  bamboo  tubes.  Its  powder, 
too,  is  taken  as  fnuff,  as  is  likewilc  pulvc- 
rifed  cintiabar ;  and  opium  and  odoriferous 
gums  are  fomctimes  made  ufe  of  for  fmok- 
ing. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  third  day,  the  route 
led  through  a  fmall  town,  walled  round, 
but  without  cannon ;  yet  there  were  troops 
Rationed  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
granaries ;  fome  of  whom  were  employed  in 
repairing  the  roads.  Thefe,  in  many  places, 
were  fo  fteep  and  rugged,  that  his  Excel- 
lency,   whofe   carriage  was  forced   to  be 

dragged 
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dragged  empty  over  them,  was  at  intervals 
conveyed  in  a  palanquin.  At  the  bottom 
of  fome  of  thefe  hilb  a  river  ran  to  the 
fouthward,  over  w^hich  there  was  a  bridge 
ereAed  upon  caiflbns  of  wattles  or  hurdles/ 
filled  with  ftones.  Bridges  of  this  kind, 
conftrufted  at  a  trifling  cxpence,-are  the 
beft  calculated  for  refifting  the  torrents 
which,  at  times,  rufli  iiiddenly  ftr^d  impe- 
tuoufly  from  the  circumambient  precipices, 
Th?  caii&ns,  occafionaHy  of  varied  dipien- 
iions,  are  fixed  by  perpendicular  ipars,  whofe 
number  and  ftrength  lik'cwife  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  Ipread  of  the  river,  or  rapidity  of 
its  current ;  and  planks,  hurdles,  and  gravd* 
arc  placed  over  the  whole.  But  in  broad 
and  navigable  ftreams  the  caiflbn-work  is  in- 
terrupted, and  large  flat-bottomed  boat? 
placed  in  the  vacuum. 

Approaching  the  confines  of  Tartary, 
there  was  a  perceptible  allimilation  of  man-^ 
ners  between  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars,  which 
at  Pekin  were  flxikingly  oppofite.  The 
principal  difcrimination  of  the  Tartar  wo- 

Y  4  m6n 


wore  iMtuf»l  And  gnifiqial  iloweis  m  th«»r« 
beml-'dreiJc*.  This  dea>mtk>u  is  neither  tmgr. 
le^iksdfoy  U^po^HrnosaJbMulQoedby^tM; 
an4  iSowers  ve  purpoj^ly  cviltiv^il  ibr  4k& 
by  pcrfpw  who  h^vc  no  c^her  occupation. 
Mwiy  ^f  tbcfe  ga^rdeners,  from  »tt«ntiaii^ 
jind  experience^  b»TO  difcovered  tn/ethods  of 
heightening  tb^  bcvitj,  and  incroafing  t^ 
f]:a|;^:ancy  of  the  a»enu>ne,  the  peony,  the 
m»tricvia,  and  many  other  flow«n. 

On  th^  morning  of  the  fourth  day  the 
traveUer^  canae  in  fight  of  what  has  been;f 
«nd  wiU  continue  to  be^  the  wonder  «ndt 
admiration  of  age3,~^  work  of  fhipendoun 
magnitude,  th«  Great  Wall  of  China ;  ikiA 

to  extend  in  courfe  fifteen  hundred  miles^ 
Note  VII. 

Tbc  ro%d  which  led  to  the  W«dl  wa^  by 
a  fteep  aicent,  which  carried  them  to  tho 
fti(ithcrn  gatCj  thrown  acrofs  the  roadi  wher^ 
it  paiTed  over  the  fummit  of  a  range  of  hiU% 
iuacce^le  almoft  in  every  part     Aloo^ 

this 
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dm  it  ran  throu^  a*  narrow  pa&  to  a  miK- 
taiy  poft  fituated  at  its  octremity.  Here  is/ 
as  well  as  at  other  pofts,  placed  at  certain 
diftanccs,  ibme  men,  generally  unarmed, 
turned  out  as  the  Embafly  paffed*  A  ko 
was  beat  by  a  man  at  the  top  of  a  to^er, 
while  another  fired  a  lalute  of  three  cannoDi 

placed  vertically  in  the  ground. 

I        •     .  ..  •    •  • 

The  Embafly  paiBilg  foota  after  through 
a  gate,  nearer  to  the  Tartar  boundary,  w^ 
rived  at  Koo-pc-koo,  where  the  ftrong  gar-» 
rifon  reiides,  deftined  for  the  defence  of  this 
part  of  the  outer  walL  .  Concentric'  wo  As, 
united  with  the  main  wall,  incloied  the  for# 
trcis,  At  this  northern  border  of  China 
Pr<^r,  the '  Embaflador  received  military 
honours.  The  troops  were  drawn  up  in, 
two  lines,  facing  inwards. — A  captain  was. 
at  the  head  of  each  of  the  companies,  with 
the  ilandard,  and  five  camp  colours.  Man- 
darines were  on  each  fide  of  the  lane,  formed 
by  two  lines ;  then  mitfic,  tents^  iand  tnXm^ 
pets;  triumi^al  gates;  on  e<Ujh  fide  twdve 
companies  i^  fucceiiion;   and  laftly,   ten 

field 
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field  pieces.     The  campajiies  were  p^ded 
each  in. the  following  order : 


The  leader  ufualiy  a  bowman-; 

i 

The  ftandards : 

one  fwcrd  5 

five  foiall  colours ; 

one  fvi-ord ; 

and 

matchlocks  and  fwordfinen 

and 

fwordfraen  5 

in  numbers  nearly  equal  i 

fwoi  dfmeo  ; 

£ve  deep. 

five  deep. 

five  deep. 

The  whole  number  amounted  to  about 
twelve  hundred;  and  the  fpace  between  the 
companies  was  about  fcven  yards,  nearly- 
equal  to  the  extent  of  their  front. 

The  Embafly  had  now  paflcd  the  Chinefe 
wall ;  when  a  Tartar,  one  of  the  attend- 
ants, being  ordered  to  be  punifhed  by  fome 
of  the  Chincfc  mandarines,  for  mifbcha- 
viour,  the  man  made  a  vigorous  refinance; 
and  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  that  no  Chi- 
nefe had  a  right  to  inflift  punifliment  on  a 
Tartar  after  having  paffed  the  great  wall. 

An  inftance  of  claimed  or  affeftcd  Su- 
periority of  Tartar  chiefs  over  Chinefe,  of 
^qtial  rank,    occurred  on  his  Excellency** 

arrival 
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I 

arrival  at  the  next  ftage ;  where,  receiving 
a  complimentary  vifit  from  a  Tartar  mili«* 
tary  mandarine,  Van-ta-zhin  fcarcely  ven- 
tured to  fit  down  in  his  prefcncc. 

•  On  this  fide  of  the  wall  the  feafon  ap- 
peared to  have  undergone  a  fudden  change. 
The  air  was  much  cooler ;  the  mountains 
were  either  bare  or  thinly  fcattcrcd  with 
verdure ;  the  pine  trees  were  ftunted ;  the 
oak,  afpin,  elm,  and  walnut  trees  diminiihcd 
in  fize;  and  the  woods,  inhabited  by  wolves, 
bears,  and  tygers,  little  better  than  thorny 
jhrubs.  Hares,  remarked  for  the  length 
and  fpread  of  their  feet  and  toes,  many  of 
which  had  white  furs,  werd  not  hunted  by 
dogs,  but  driven  into  fnares  by  men. — ^The 
peafants  of  this  part,  like  thofe  about  Swif- 
ferland  and  the  Alps,  are  fubjcft  to  a  fwell* 
ing  in  the  glands  of  the  neck,  called  by  the 
French  Goitres,  fuppofed  to  be  luperinduced 
by  the  frequent  ufe  of  fnow  water. 

In  the  feventh  or  laft  day's  journey,  the 
ridges '  of  the  mountains,    containing  im- 

menfe 
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menfe  rocks  of  granite,  ran  nearly  ptmUlcl 
to  the  roftdl  Between  the  i^pcr  ridge  and 
bottom  of  the  valley  was  dcfcried  a  perpeh-* 
dicniar  rock  or  antique  ruin«  two  boiidKci 
feet  high,  of  an  irregular  form,  or  rather, 
of  that  of  an  inverted  pyramid ;  having  tall 
ihrubs  glowing  upon  its  iurface.  The  a^^ 
nexed  engraving  is  an  exa^  repreft^tatioiu 

The  cool  temperature  of  the  atmoipherc 
Is  confiderably  increafed  by  the  relaitive  ele- 
vation of  thispart  of  the  country ;  it  having 
been  afcertained,  that  the  aicent  into  Tar* 
tary  is  at  leaft  five  thoufand  yards  above  the 
iiirface  of  the  yellow  fea.  At  a  fmall  dif- 
tabce  from  the  towering  rock  juft  defcrib^d, 
through  a  reccfs  of  mountains,  the  valley 
pf  Zlhc-hol,  the  dimmer  retreat  of  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  opened  to  vicw^ 

m 

ft 

^  The  Embafly  proceeding  in  due  order  t^ 
Zhe-hol,  was  received  there  with  military 
honours,  and  ijonduded  to  a  fuite  of  edi- 
fices,  connpftec^  fo  each  other  by  fteps  of 
granite/    They  were  ipacious  and  conve* 

nient. 
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nient,  commanding  a  view  of  the  town  and 
port  of  the  Emperor's  park.  The  imperial 
garden^  the  palaces,  and  the  temples,  fitu- 
atcd  immediately  beyond  the  town,  exhi- 
bited a  fcene  .of  grandeur  and  magnifi- 
cence. 

Soon  after  the  Embaffador's  arrival,  he 
was  vifited  by  two  madarines  of  rank,  with 
compliments  from  his  Imperial  Majefty ;  and 
by  another  mandarine  on  the  part  of  the 
^reat  Colao  or  prime  minrfter,  Ho-choong- 
taung.     The  Legate  called  the  iame  day, 
and  without  offering  the  fmalleft  apology, 
delivered  l^ck  to  his  Eaieellency  open  the 
memorial  te§^&mg  the  ceremony  of  recep- 
tion, which  had  been  entrufted  toYicim  fealed, 
under  the  promife  of  tranfmitting  it  to  Ho- 
choong-ta«ing.     The  Legate  iniinuated  he 
had  kept  the  memorial  in  his  own  poffeiiion, 
though  it  was  a  known  fad  it  had  been  &>f-* 
warded  to  Z&e-hol,  and  its  contents  ap- 
proved.      This^  change  of  fentim?ent  wai 
feippoled  to  feavc'  been  effeded  at  the  mffi* 

■ 

gation-of  the  Viceroy  ef  Canton,  reeeofly 

arrived 
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arrived  at  Zhc*hol  from  Thibet,  where  h^ 
had  commanded  the  Chinefe  troops.     He 
was  a  declared  enemy  to  the  Englilh,  and 
reprcfentcd   them   as  reftlefs,    enterprifing, 
and  dangerous.     The  Colao  was  induced  to 
believe  it  deiirable  that  the  homage  of  vaf- 
fals  to  the  Emperor  fliould  be  performed  by 
the  Embaflador  without  any  return  of  the 
independence  of  his  own  Ibvereign.      Upon 
this  ground,  his  Excellency's  memorial  to 
the  court  was  not  to  be  avowed,  and,  of 
courfe,   no  anfwer  returned:    and  a  firm 
opinion  was  entertained  that  when  the  Em- 
baiTador  ihould  be  introduced  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Emperor  he  could  not  avoid 
making  the  accuftomed  proilernations  with- 
out annexing  any  condition. 

Before  his  Excellency,  then,  ihould  make 
his  appearance  at  the  palace,  it  became  in- 
difpenfibly  neceffary  to  have  an  eclairciiTe- 
ment  of  the  bufinefs*  The  Colao,  indeed, 
had  requefted  an  immediate  conference  with 
the  Embaflador,  to  learn  the  purport  of  hia 
Majefty's  letter  to  the  Emperor*  But,  in- 
dependent 
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dependent '  of  iridifpofition,  Other  motives 
would  have  induced  him  to  decline  the  vi- 
fit;  and  it  was  detennined  that  the  fecretary 
of  the  Embafly  Ihould  be  ient  in  his  ftcad, 
with  a  copy  of  the  King*s  letter,  and  the 
memorial  returned  by  the  Legate.  As  by 
the  etiquette  of  the  Chinefe  court,  no  fc- 
cretaiy  can  hold  converfe  with  the  prime 
minifter,  nor  even  fit  down  in  his  preicncc, 
recourfe  was  had  to  the  commiffion  of  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary,  granted  to  the  fecre- 
tary/ in  caie  of  abfence  or  indiipofition  of 
the  Embaifador ;  and  in  this  chara<%er  he 
waited  on  the  Colao.  This  Vizier  of  China 
had  been  raifed,  twenty  years  fiace,  from 
an  obfcure  birth;  and  from  the  humble  Na- 
tion of  one  of  the  guards  of  the  palace  gates, 
to  the  dignified  flation  which,  under  the 
Emperor,  delegated  to  him  the  whole 
power  of  the  empire. 

^  On  entering  the  audience  room,  ,thc  Co- 
loa  was  obierved  fitting  upon  a  platform  co- 
vered with  filk,  between  two  Tartar  and 
two  Chinefe  mandarines  of  ilate.      A  chair 

was 
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was  brou^it  for  the  Engliih  mitiiftcr^  but 
the  Legatie,  and  fcsfcrtt  other  maadarines^ 
and  the  interpreter  flood  the  whole  time« 
The  Coko.  having  formally  demandoi  the 
objeA  of  the  Britiih  £mba%  to  China^  he 
was^  referred  to  his  Majefty's  letter  to  Ibc 
^tiperor^  a  Chinese  copy  of  which  was 
handed  to  him,  and  he  iecmed  pleafed  with 
its-  porpoic  The  Bmbafikcbrft  memorial 
being  kid  before  him,  be  aflSeifted  to  be  ig^ 
norant  of  it^  though  he  was  prepared  to 
maikc  obfcdions  to  the  propofal  it  contained  j 
which  ob|e4ftiocis^  being  anfwered  in  a  mas^ 
ner  that  bad  been  pointed  out  by  bis  Excels 
lencf,  the  conference  ended  isk  the  wiib, 
that  the  C^ao>*s  realbii^  might  be  commu- 
mcated  ta  the  Embafiad^  fw  his  hitxai 
coniideration. 

The  next  day,  the  Licgate  and  twoothrt 
mandarines  paid  an  official  vifit  to  the  Em- 
baiOkdof,  on  the.  part  <>f  the  Cotdo,  and 
ptcSsi  him  to  gire  up  ^e  pbkic  i^  qneftion* 
They  teptc{miad  the  prodralicAi  «ld  afi^kr; 
immeaining  cettmony^  when  done^  towards 

the 
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the  Emperof ;  but  a  iimilar  one  towards  his 
Britannic  Majefty  a&  of  the  moft  forioua  im- 
port ;  and  as  hints  of  perfonal  inconvenience 
were  thrown  out,  in  default  of  uncondi- 
tional compliance,  his  Excellency  took  that 
opportunity   of  declaring,    how  much   his 
fenfe  of  duty  to  his   Sovereign   e:2cceeded 
his  fenfe  of  danger ;   that  there  muft  ei- 
ther be  a  reciprocity  of  ceremony,  or  that 
fome  ftriking  chara<^eriilic  fliould  be  cfta- 
Uiihed  whereby  to  diflinguilh  between  a 
compliment  paid  on  the  part  of  a  great  Inde- 
l^ENDJENT   Sovereign,    and   the   homage 
performed  by  TRIBUTARY  princes;  efpeci- 
ally  as  already  it  had  been  endeavoured  to 
confound  them  by  giving  the  name  of  iri^ 
bute  to  the  Britiih  prefents,  as  appeared  by 
the  infcriptions  placed  upon  them  by  the 
Chincfe.     Not  being,  perhaps,  aware  that 
this  circumftance  was  known  to  the  Embaf- 
iador,  they  were  forced  to  admit  the  pro- 
priety of  the  pcopofal ;  and  they  afkcd,  how 
far  conliftent  with  his  duty,  and  in  what 
manner,  different  from  that  of  thd  vafTals, 
he  could  teftify  his  perfonal  refpe<S  to  his 
Imperial  Magefty  ?     His  Excellency  replied, 

Z  thut 
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that  on  approaching  his  own  Sovereign^  to 
whom  he  was  bound  by  every  bond  of  alle- 
giance and  attachment^  he  bent  upon  one 
knee ;  and  that  he  was  willing  to  comply 
with  the  fame  form,  to  demonftrate  his  re- 
ipe6lful  fentiments  towards  his  Imperial 
Majefty. 

This  proposition  leemcd  perfeAly  fatisfac- 
toiy  to  the  mandarines,  who  promifed  to 
return  fbon  with  the  court's  determination. 
In  the  interim,  it  became  a  matter  of  iur- 
prife  atZhe-hol,  how  a  few  folitary  Arrangers, 
at  the  mercy  of  a  foreign  court,  fhould  have 
the  prefumption  to  offer  to  it  conditions ;  or 
the  intrepidity  to  •  refufe  to  it  obedience. 
They  wxre  to  be  fent  back  without  audi- 
ence ;  and  no  attention  paid  to  their  com- 
plaints.    It  was  at  that  "moment,  however, 
necefTaiy  to  complain  of  the  paucity  of  pro- 
vifions,    which    negled:    was   inflantly    re- 
drefTed,  and  fupplies  in  future  abundantly 
furnifhed. 

The  town  of  Zhe-hol  is  fmtall ;  the  dwell- 
ings miferable,  and  crammed  witli  people* 

The 
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The  ftreets  were  unpaved,  and  moftly  crook- 
ed. The  beft  houfes  belonged  to  the  nlan- 
darines.  The  valleys  of  Zhe-hol,  which 
winds  between  hills,  has  a  rich,  fertile  foil, 
but  its  culture  is  neglefted.  It  is  watered  by 
a  ftream  running  through  it,  in  the  fands 
of  which  were  found  particles  of  gold.  The 
circumjacent  hills  appeared  to  have  been 
once  well  planted  with  trees ;  but  thofe  few 
which  remained  were  ftunted  ;  and  timber 
was  become  very  fcarce.  No* young  planta- 
tions had  been  made  to  fupply  the  old  ones 
cut  down. — The  garden  of  every  peafant 
contained  a  well  for  watering  it ;  and  the 
buckets  for  drawing  up  the  water  were  made 
of  ozier  twigs,,  wattled  or^  platted  with  {d 
clofe  a  texture,  as  to  hold  any  fluid.  Garlic, 
and  other  acrid  and  aromatic  vegetables  were 
feen  in  abundance  in  every  garden,  as  they 
ferve  as  a  relifh  to  the  rice  and  millet,  the 
principal  lubfiftence  of  the  peafantry. 

Intimation  was  given  to  the  EmbaiTador, 
that  his  Imperial  Majefty  would  be  pleafed 
to  accept  of  the  fame  form  of  refpedful 

Z  2  obedience 


obedience  from  the  EjigUfh^  which  tbey  w«ir 
accuftomed  to  pay  to  their  own  fcvcrcign* 
It  was  alio  notified,  in  form^  that  the  re- 
ceptioo  of  the  EmJbaffy  by  the  Emperor 
would  take  place  on  the  foHrtcenth  of  Sej>- 
fccmber,  three  days  prior  to  his  birthday. 
In  the  interim  very  Mattering  nxeCages  were 
conveyed  to  his  Excellency,  expreffivc  of 
the  great  fatisfaAioa  which  the  pre&nts^ 
gave  to  his  Imperial  Majefty^ 

In  a.  private  vifit  which  the  EmbafiadoB 
afterwards  made  to  the  Colao,  he  was  re- 
ceived with  unre&rvednefs  and  affability, 
and  with  proper  attention  to  his  rank  and 
char^^er.  In  the  courfe  ef  converfation^ 
his  Excellency  was  defirons  of  imprefling 
the  Colao  with  a-  full  conviftion  of  the  in- 
genuoufnefs  of  the  paft  conduft,  and  the 
purity  of  the  future  intentions  of  his  Majcf- 
ty  towards  China*  He  perliiied  in  the  pa- 
cific and  beneficent  maxims  of  his  govern- 
ment, whofe  chief  objeft  was  the  extenfion* 
of  commerce  for  univerfal  benefit;  and  he 
nightly  touched,  as  incidenlBl  matter^  on 

the 
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tiic  zffiaits  of  the  tributary  princes ;  oh  the 
xliffolution  of  the  Mogul  empire  of  Hihdof- 
tan,  in  whofe  contefts,  though  they  clwmed 
protedion  of  the  neighbouring  countries, 
the  Eagiilh  did  not  interfere.  The  Oolao, 
however,  afforded  not  the  leaft  opening  fojr 
a  particular  difevowal  of  having  Jent  affift- 
ance  to  the  Rajah  of  Napaul  againft  thfc 
people  of  Thibet. 

His  Excellency  being  no  ftranger  to  the 
haughty  notions  entertained  by  the  Chincfc 
of  their  being  independent  in  point  of  com- 
merce, and  that  every  fuch  tranfaftion  with 
foreigners  was  by  them  confidered  as  a  booh 
or  courtefy,  was  far  from  infihuating  that 
they  could  be  advantaged  in  a  mutual  inter- 
change of  commodities ;  in  the  ftipply  of 
cotton  or  rice  from  India ;  of  bullion ;  or, 
lafUy,  by  the  aid  of  a  naval  force  to  exter- 
piinate  the  fwarm  of  pirates  from  thtir 
coafts.  The  Embaflador  was  not  averfe  to 
^eir  confidering  a  tOmmercial  intercourse 
■as  a  condefcenfion  on  their  part,  and  oficrcd 
\o  tre^t  oji  thofe  terms. — TheColao  obferv^cd 

Z  3  hereupon. 
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hereupon,  that  they  fhould  have  frequent 
opportunities  of  converfing  together  during 
his  Excellency's  abode  in  China* 

Ho-choong-taupg,  befides  being  a  finifh- 
ed  flatefman,  was  of  refined  manners,  and  of 
deep  penetration.  The  favour  of  hb  ibveij^igp 
called  him  to  his  high  office  ^nd  power,  and 
the  approving  voice  of  perfbns  of  rank  and 
influence  maintained  him  in  it.     He  was 
rendered  ftill  more  fecure  in  its  pofleffion  by 
a  matrimonial  tie,  his  fon  being  married  to 
.a  daughter  of  the  Emperor;  for  princes,  in 
Afiatic  governments,  often  intermarry  with 
their  fubje<^.      This  connection,  however, 
alarmed  fome  of  the  Imperial  family,  and 
other  Ipyal  fubje<fls,  who  faw  no  bounds  to 
this  favourite's  ambition,  inaimuch  as  the  ef- 
tablifhed  principles  of  that  government  leave 
the  fucceffion  to  the  choice  of  the  reigning 
prince,  who,  in  lieu  of  its  defcending  by 
primogeniture,  may  exclude,  as  has  already 
been  inftanced,  even  his  own  offspring  and 
family.     A  man,  over  zealous,  was  punilh- 
cd  capitally,  by  the  prefent  Emperor,  fqr 

daring, 
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.daring,  in  a  memorial,  to  advife  his  Imperial 
Majefty  to  proclaim  his  fucceflbr,  to  avoid 
future  diffentions. 

The  Emperor  was  accompanied  by  moft 
of  his  family  on  the  day  of  the  Embaffador's 
prefentation,  the  fcene  of  which  was  in  the 
garden  of  the  palace  of  Zhe-hol.  The  Em- 
peror's magnificent  tent  was  placed  in  the 
middle  of  the  garden,  and  within  it  was  a 
throne^  Immediately  behind  this  tent  was 
another,  pf  an  oblong  form,  having  a  fbpha 
in  it  at  one  extremity,  for  the  Emperor  to 
retire  to  pccafionally-  In  the  front- were 
feveral  fmall  round  tents ;  one  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Embaily  till  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty  ihould  arrive,-^the  others  for 
that  of  the  tributary  princes  of  Tartary,  and  ' 
delegates  from  other  tributary  ftates,  who 
came  to  Zhe-hol  to  be  prefent  at  the  cele- 
bration of  the  birthday,  but  who  attended 
now  to  dignify  the  Embaflador's  reception. 
The  reprefentative  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
]tain  was  to  be  received  by  his  Imperial  Ma- 

Z  4  j^Jf 
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jeftj,  in  his  large^  ilate  tent,  fe^ed  np^ 
his  throne. 

As  a  compliment  to  the  Britifh  Enibafly, 
the  Emperor  permitted  his  courtiers  to  ap-^ 
peat  dreiled  in  Engliih  c)oth  in  lieu  of  iUk 
and  furs.  The  princes  ^v^ore  the  tf ftnf]^ 
rent  red  button,  marking  the  higheft  of  th6 
nine  orders,  as  fixed  by  the  prelent  Empe^ 
tor.  No  perfon  appeared  who  was  inferior 
to  the  j^cond  rank  in  the  flate,  th^  chaiic^ 
teniHc  of  which  is,  the  opaque,  red  buttoiii 
There  are  three  clafTes  of  another  kind  of 
dignity^  which  confift  of  peacock's  feath^ 
fixed  iAl  agate  tubes,  worn  pendent  from  the 
bonoet;  and  he  who  had  been  honoured 
with  three  feathers,  doubt|efs  thought  him^ 
felf  thrice  happy.  In  compliance  with  the 
etiquette  of  the  court,  which  is  to  be  a  long 
time  in  waiting,  the  Embafly  afiembled  be-^ 
fore  peep  of  day  ;  but  many  of  the  courtiers 
had  remained  all  night  in  the  garden. 

The   Emperor^s  approach  was  notified, 
foon  after  daylight,  by  inftruments  of  mufic. 

His 


His  Imperial  Majefty  W4S  ptcceded  by  per- 
fonts  loudiy  pfodaiming  his  virtues  and  hU 
power.  He  was  borne  by  fixteen  men  in  a 
triumphal  car,  followed  by  his  guards,  offi- 
cers of  the  houfehold,  ftandard  and  umbrella 
jbearers,  ar\d  a  band  of  mufic*  He  wore  a 
{^IiaiAy  dark  filk,  with  a  i^Vtt\xmncty  hav-f 
ittg  a  Jar ge  pearl  in  thfe  ftorit,  the  only  jewel 
he  had  about  him* 

His  Imperial  Majefty  entered  the  tent, 
*dnd  afcending  a  few  fteps,  confecrated  only 
to  his  ufc,  featcd  himfelf  upon  the  throne* 
Ttie  Colao,  and  two  officers  of  his  houie- 
hold  were  next  him,  and  knelt  whenever 
they  addrefled  him.  The  princes  of  the  fa- 
mily, the  tributary  princes,  and  officers  of 
ftate  having  gained  their  refpe<5live  ftations 
in  the  tent,  the  prefidcnt  of  the  tribunal  of 
rites  conduiftcd  the  Embaflador,  attended 
by  his  page  and  interpreter,  the  minifter 
plenipotentiary  being  alfo  preient,  near  the 
ifoot  of  the  throne,  on  the  left  hand  fide— - 
the  p!ace  of  honour.  The  other  gentlemen 
of  the  Embafly,  many  mandarines  and  offi- 

cers 
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cers  of  various  ranks^  were  at  the  great 
opening  of  the  tent,  whence  every  thing 
that  pafle^  could  he  obferved* 

His  Excellency  appeared  in  a  fiiit  of  vel- 
vet richly  embroidered,  decorated  with  a 
diamond  badge  and  ftar,  the  Order  of  the 
Bath,  and  oyer  this,  a  long  mantle  of  the 
fame  order.  The  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
being  an  honorary  doAor  of  laws,  of  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  was  habited  in  the  fear- 
let  gown  of  that  degree.  The  EmbaiTador, 
purfuant  to  inftru<ftions  received  from  the 
prefident  of  the  ceremonies,  held  the  large, 
magnificent,  fquare  gold  box,  embellished 
with  jewels,  containing  his  Majefty's  letter 
to  the  Emperor,  between  both  hands  raifcd 
above  his  head, — and  mounting  the  fteps 
which  led  to  the  throne,  and  bending  upon 
one  knee,  prefented  the  box  with  a  fultable 
laconic  addrcfs  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  who 
receiving  it  gracioufly  with  his  own  hands, 
put  it  by  his  fide,  and  reprefentcd  "  the 
fatisfadion  he  felt  at  the  tcftimony  which 
his  Britannic  Majefty  gaye  to  him  of  hi? 

efteem 
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icftccm  andgood  will,  in  fending  him  aa 
jEmbafly,  with  a  letter,  and  rare  prcfents ; 
that  he,  on  his  part,  entertained  fentiments 
of  the  fame  kind  towards  the  Ibvereign  o£ 
,Great  Britain,  aad  hoped  that  harmony 
would  always  be  maintained  among  their 
refpeAive  iiibjcfts." 

The  dignified  and  fplendid  manner  in 
which  the  Embaffy  was  received,  inflnenccd 
the  minds  of  the  Chinefe,  and  induced  thein 
to  believe  that  the  government  vvas  aboui  to 
make  a  change  of  meallires  favourable  to  the 
Englifla.  EmbaiTadors  were  not  ufually  re- 
ceived by  the  Emperor  upon  his  throne; 
nor  were  their  credentials  delivered  into  his 
hands,  but  ordinarily  into  thofe  of  his  mi- 
nifters. 

The  firfl:  prefent  which  the  Emperor 
made  to  his  Majefly  was  a  jewel  or  precious 
ilone,  more  than  twelve  inches  long,  highly 
valued  by  the  Chinefe.  It  was  carved  into 
4:he  fimilitude  of  a  Chinefe  fceptre,  in  the 
&rra  of  that  which  is  always  placed  upon 
.    .  the 
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the  Imperial  throne^  alhiiive  of  peace  and 
plenty.  The  Eknbaflador,  in  compliance 
with  the  Chincfe  etiquette,  and  alfo  the 
xniniiler  plenipotentiary,  reipedfuUy  offered 
prefents,  in  their  turn,  on  then:  own  behalf; 
which  his  Imperial  Majefty  youchfa&d  to 
receive,  and  gay.e  others  in  rcturti. 

Adverting  to  the  inconveniency  of  having 
recourse  to  an  interpreter  to  explain  what- 
ever pafled  during  the  interview,  his  Impe- 
rial Majefly  afked  the  Colao,  if  there  were 
any  perfons  in  the  Embaily  acquainted  with 
the  Chinefe  language  ;  and  being  told  that 
the  Embaffador's  page.  Mailer  George 
Staunton,  a  youth  then  in  his  thirteenth 
year,  was  the  only  onp  who  had  made  any 
proficiency  in  it,  the  Emperor  defired  he 
might  be  brought  up  to  him ;  and  he  afked 
him  to  Ipeak  Chinefe.  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jcGy  was  lb  charmed  with  the  converfe  and 
elegant  manners  of  this  accompliihed  yoimg 
gentleman,  that  he  took  from  his  girdle  his 
areca-nut  purfe,  which  hung  to  it,  and  pre- 
fented  it  to  him  with  his  own  hand.     It 

was 
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was  of  plain  yellow  filk,  and  had  the  figure 
of  the  five- da  wed  dragon,  and  fome  Tartar 
chara^ers  wrought  upon  it,  A  reprcfenta- 
tion  of  this  purle>  with  one  of  the  fccptrcs 
kitcnded  for  his  Majefty,  is  given  in  the  an- 
nexed plate*  Purfes,  it  fcems,  are  the  ri- 
bands of  the  Chinefe  monarch,  which  he 
beftows  as  rewards  of  merit ;  but  the  Em- 
peror's own  purfc  was  a  token  of  peribnal 
favour,  valued  by  the  Chinefe  above  all 
other  gifts. 

At  the  conclufion  of  thefe  ceremonies, 
were  brought  up  to  the  Emperor,  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne,  fcveral  Hindoo^ 
Embailkdors  from  Pegu,  and  Mahometan* 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  Cafpian,  who,  when 
they  had  repeated  nine  folemn  proftratlons,. 
were  fpcedily  difmiflcd. — After  thi3,  the 
Englifli  EmbaflTador,  and  the  three  pcrfbnsi 
accompanying  him,  were  conduced  to  the 
left  hand  of  his  Imperial  Mayefty,  and  feat- 
ed  upon  culhions.  The  princes  of  the  Im- 
perial family,  the  chief  Tartar  tributaries, 
mnd  th&highefl  officers  of  court  were  feated,. 

according 
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according  to  rank,  neardr  to  or  more  remote 
from  the  throne,  before  which  was  placed  at 
table  for  his  Imperial  Majefly ;  and  one  ta- 
bic was  like  wife  laid  for  every  two  guefts. 
When  all  we're  feated,  the  tables  were  un- 
covered, and  difplayed  a  fplendid  banquet. 
Various  kinds  of  viands  and  diflferent  forts 
of  fruit  were  ferved  up  in  bowls,  piled 
pyramidically  one  above  another*  Tea  was 
alio  introduced-  During  the  rcpaft,  every 
bowl  or  cup  handed  to  the  Emperor  wa» 
taken  with  hands  raifed  above  the  head,  as 
had  been  done  by  the  Embaflador  when  he 
prefented  the  gold  box.  Much  filence  and 
great  folemnity,  verging  on  religious  awe, 
were  obferved  during  the  whole  of  this 
bufinefs. 

« 

His  Imperial  Majefty's  attention  to  his 
European  guefts  was  remarkably  confpicu- 
ous.  By  his  order,  feveral  diflies  were 
handed  to  them  from  his  own  table ;  and 
when  the  repaft  was  finilhed,  he  fent  for 
them,  and  gave  them,  with  his  own  hand, . 
a  goblet  of  warm  Chinefe  wine.     Inquiring. 

of 
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of  the  Embaffador  how  old  his  own  fovc- 
reign  was,  he  cordially  wilhcd,  in  anfwcr, 
that  he  might  attain  his  years,  which  then 
amounted  to  eighty-three,  in  a  perfeft  en- 
joyment of  health.  The  feftival  concluded, 
he  defcended  the  throne,  and  walked  firm 
and  ereA  to  the  open  chair  which  was  in 
waiting. 

A  Ihort  time  after  the  Embaffador  return- 
ed, he  received,  from  his  Imperial  Majcfty, 
prefents  of  filk,  porcelaine,  and  tea  for  him- 
ielf  and    all  the   gentlemen  of  his   fuitc. 
Some  rare  white  grapes,  more  oblong  in 
form  than    the   Spanifli   olives,  and  about 
their  fize,  were  mixed  with  the  occafional  . 
prefents  of  fruit. — At  or  after  the  cuftomary 
vifits,  between  liiperiors  and  inferiors,   an 
interchange  of  prefents  takes  place ;    but 
thofe  from  the  former  are  bcttowed  as  do^ 
nations  J  while  the  latter  are  received  as  ojfer^ 
ings  :  thefe  being  the  Chinefe  terms  for  fuch 
prefents  as  pafs  between  the  Emperor  and 
foreign  princes. 

Among 
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Among  the  many  mflances  of'  civUJty  on 
the  part  of  the  Emperor  was  an  invitAtion 
to  the  Embaffador  and  fuite  to  viiit  the  gar-^ 
den  and  pleafure  grounds  of  Zihe-TioL  Tlii5, 
like  many  other  tranfad:ion£  at  the  Impcria) 
courts  began  early  in  the  noorning.  In  go* 
ing  thither  they  met  the  Emperor,  who,  after 
being  greeted  by  the  Embaflador,  informed 
him,  he  was  proceeding  to  his  devotions 
in  the  temple  of  Poo-ta-la;  that  as  they  did 
not  worfliip  the  fame  gods,  he  ihould  for-* 
bear  to  folicit  his  Excellency  to  join  him ; 
but  that  he  had  given  dire<ftions  to  hh 
miniflers  to  accompany  him  through  tkc 
gardens. 

His  Excellency  was  not  lefs  iurpriied  than 
pleafed  to  find  that  Ho-choong-taung,  the 
prime  minifter,  had  been  ordered  for  thi^ 
purpofe,  in  the  hope  of  it  affbrding  a  fa-» 
vourable  opportunity  of  contracting  an  in- 
timacy, and  refuming  the  topic  which  wa9 
the  chief  object  of  his  miiiion.  But  this 
pleafurablc  idea  was  loon  reprefTed  by  the 
appearance   of  the  Thibet   general,    who 

joined 
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joiiied  the  Colao^  as  if  he  dreaded  the  £m- 
bafiador  s  gaining  iny  afcendency  ovdr  him^ 
or  that  any  explanation  might  take  place 
between  them  relative  to  the  Thibet  war ; 
and  left  no  opportunity  of  entering  on  either 
fubjeds.  The  general's  brother^  and  mio- 
ther  chieftain  of  rank  were  alfo  preienti 

His  Excellency  and  fuite  were  condudied 
by  them  through  a  vaft  incloiiire  of  pleafure 
grounds,  forming  a  portion  only  of  the  exten- 
five  gardens ;  the  remainder^  appropriated 
for  the  ufe  of  the  female  part  of  the  Impe- 
rial family,  was  inaccefTible  to  thefe  minif- 
ters  as  well  as  to  the  Englifti. —  Riding 
through  a  verdant  valley,  in  which  were  wil- 
k)ws  whofe  trunks  were  of  vaft  magnitude, 
they  arrived  at  a  lake,  upon  which  they 
failed  in  yachts  till  they  could  proceed  no 
farther  for  a  bridge.  The  Spreading  leaves 
and  fragrant  flowers  of  the  lien-wha,  a  Ipe- 
cies  of  the  lily,  covered  the  furfacc  of  the 
water. 

A  a  Near 
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NcaTtbe  borders  (f(  the  lake  were  ievcni 
fmall  palaces.  la  each  was  a  public  hall, 
having  a  throne  in  the  middle^  and  a  few 
fide  rooms  chiefly  fumiihed  with  £)wq>eaii 
works  of  art^  and  rare  natural  produ&ona 
of  Tartaiy,  Upon  a  marble  pedeftalj  placed 
in  one  of  the  pavilions  upon  the  lakc>  wa9 
an  agate  of  unique  beau^  and  &zc,  of  which 
a  corred  plate  is  ^ven*  This  agate,  which 
by  art  is  mad?  to  repreient  a  landicapcb  is 
four  feet  long,  upon  which  i^  cut  a  oopy  <^ 
Tcries  composed  by  his  Iniperial  M^tRj. 

Various  kind  of  quadrupeds  and  birds 
were  difcovered  in  the  gardens,  but  no  me* 
nagerie  of  wild  bcafts.  There  were  al£> 
fome  monftrous  varieties  of  gold  and  filver 
£ihes  iporting  in  poods  of  clear  water,  who& 
beds  were  covered  with  agate,  jafper,  and 
other  precious  ftc»ies.  The  walks  were  not 
covered  with  gravel,  nor  were  the  grounds 
enriched  by  belts  of  trees,  nor  clumps  of 
fhrubs  :  art  had  lent  but  little  ailiflance  to 
nature  in  the  diilribution  of  its  objeds. 

One 
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One  of  the  curiofities,  reported  to  be  in 
the  garden  of  Zhe-hol,  was  madmiilible  to 
the  party,  the  town  in  mitaature ;  being  in- 
clofed  within  thoie  limits  fet  apart  for  the 
ladies  of  the  palace.  It  is  faid,  by  a  mif* 
fionary,  to  be  an  exa(%  rcprefentation  of  the 
traniadions  of  oonunon  life ;  as  well  as  the 
buflie  and  confufion  of  the  capital.  The 
fame  miffionary,  in  quality  of  artift^  had 
been  engaged  in  the  embellifhment  of  a 
iimilar  work,  in  the  ladies  ~  garden  at  Yuen- 
min-yuen.  Something  of  this  kind  is  now 
in  one  of  the  Imperial  palaces  of  Pctcribttrg. 

The  general  deportment  of  the  Colao, 
during  the  ezcurfion  through  the  gardens, 
was  that  of  an  ea^erienced  courtier ;  his 
politenefs  and  attention  to  the  EmbaiTador 
were  unremitting.  The  other  minifter  was 
affable  and  courteous ;  but  the  manners  of 
his  brother,  the  general,  were  formal  and 
ungracious ;  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the 
EmbaiTador,  by  flattering  his  talents  as  a 
warrior,  to  diffipate  his  ill  humour.  The 
prime  minxfter,  in  the  courfc  of  cofiver£i- 

A  a  2  tion^ 
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tion,  mentioning  the  arrival  of  the  Lioit 
and  Hindoftan  at  Chu-ian»  his  Excellency 
feized  that  opportunity  of  requeuing  that 
Captain  Macintofh  might  now  be  permitted 
to  join  his  fhip^  having  paid  his  obeiiance 
to  the  Emperor ;  but  the  Thibet  general, 
who  kept  clofe  to  the  Colao^  immediately 
interpofed,  and  exclaimed,  it  was  highly 
impolitic  to  luffer  him  to  traverfe  the  Chi- 
aefe  dominions.  Nothing  decifive  was  de- 
termined on  for  the  prefent ;  but  the  Elm- 
bafTador  prefled  the  Colao  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  hereafter  of.  renewing  the  lub- 
jea. 

.  Ho-choong-taung,  fiom  the  mukipUcity 
of  ftate  buiinefs,  and  the  great  fatigue  of 
that  day*s  cxercifc,  was  taken  ill,  and  he 
fent  to  requeft  the  Embailador  would  allow 
his  Engltfh  physician  to  vifit  him.  Doftor 
Gillan  followed  the  meffengcr  to  the  Colao's 
houfe,  where  fbme  of  the  faculty  were  af- 
fembled.  Tea,  fruit,  and  fweetmeats  fol- 
lowed the  firft  ceremonies  of  introdudiion  ; 
when  thefe  were  removed,  the  patient  prc- 

fented 
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iented  fiift  his  right  arm,  then  his  left;  and 
the  doctor,    to  comply,   in   fome   degrte^ 
with  the  prejudices  of  the  country,  and  that 
he  might  give  no  o&nce  either  to  the  pa- 
tient or  his  physicians,  very  gravely  felt  the 
pulie  in  both  arms,  and  for  ibme  continu- 
ance.    He  told  them,  however,  that  Eu- 
ropeans did  not  deem  it  at  all  neoeiiaiy  to 
feel  the  pulie  in  different  parts,  as  they  well 
knew  that  the  p\dfation  was  fimultaneous  in 
every  part  of  the  body ;  which  dodrine  be- 
ing new,  and  as  amazing  to  the  phyiicians 
as  to  the  Colao  himfelf,  he  a,pplied  the  fore 
iinger  of  the  Colao' s  right  hand  to  the  left 
temporal  artery,  and  the  fame  finger  of  his 
left  hand  to  the  right  ankle,  when,  to  his 
utter  afloniihment,  he  found  the  pulfe  beat 
at  the  fame  infbmt  of  time  at  each  part. — 
By  the  anfwers  to  the  -queftions  which  Doc- 
tor Gillan  put  to  him,  he  found  two  diilincfi 
complaints,  Rheumatirm,  and  Hernia.    The 
do6fer*s  explanation  of  the  nature  of  thf^ 
diibrders,    and  propofed  method  of  cure, 
were  put  down  in  writing ;  the  Colao  was 
petfeAly  fatisfied  with  the  doAor's  ideas, 

A  a  3  and 
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tnd  made  him  apiefent  df  a  piocc  of  £lk. 

As  no  interview  could  be  c4)taaied  with 
the  Colao  for  fbme  time,  notwithilandmg 
he  was  foon  ea&d  of  hb  riieumatic.  pains^ 
the  EmbaiTador  determined  to  write  to  him 
on  the  fubjeA  of  Captain  Macintolh^  to  re« 
queft  his  fpeedy  departure  to  rejoin  his  ihip 
at  Chu-fan;  and  as  no  Chineie  could  bt 
found  hardy  enough  to  carry  a  letter  witbr 
out  leaTe  from  the  Legate^  (who.  by  the 
hy,  had  ^becn  degraded  by  the  Emperor  for 
not  going  on  board  the  Lion  with  the  tw^ 
mandarines  Van-ta-zhin  and  Chow*ta-zhii^ 
and  now  wore  in  his  bonnet  the  opaque 
white,  inilead  of  the  tranfparent  blue  butr 
tGn,  and,  pendent  from  his  cap,  a  crow*^ 
tail  feather  inRcetd  of  a  peacock  %  though  he 
ilill  retained  his  authority  and  offices,  being 
protecSed  by  Ho-choong-t^ung)  the  interr 
prcter  to  the  Embafly,  not  without  great 
riik,  and  much  perfbnal  iniult  from  the  ri»br 
ble  on  the  road,  undertook  the  buiinefs^  and 

put 
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ptit  the  letter  into  a  proper  channel  for  itft 
^edy  delirery. 

Hie  £mba£«dor  and  lik  luite  were  caSled 
before  fun^rife,  on  the  morning  of  the  fe-* 
Tenteenth  of  September^  to  be  preient  at 
the  celebration  of  his  Imperial  Majefty*s  an« 
niyerfaiy ;  a  feftival  which  lafted  many 
days^  tbongh  the  feadft*  was  esprcfily  deroted 
for  rendering  folenm  and  deirout  homage  to 
the  itipreme  Majcfty  of  the  Emperor.  The 
ceremcMual  pafied  in  a  vaft  hall,  in  which 
were  atiScmbled  the  princes,  tributaries^  em^ 
baffadors,  great  officers  of  ftatc,  and  princi- 
pal mandarines. — ^To  the  found  of  cylindric 
bells,  fu4>ciided  in  a  line  from  ornamented 
frames  of  wood,  and  gradually  diminiihing 
in  ii2e  ;'-*-and  alfo  to  that  of  triangular  pieces 
of  metal,  placed  in  the  iame  grder  as  the 
bells,  as  well  as  to  the  mu^c  of  vari* 
.ous  other  in&nments,  a  flow  and  folemn 
hymn  was  fung  by  eunuchs.  During  the 
cbaunting  of  this  encomiailic  fong,  which, 
accompanied  by  the  maCic,  produced  a 
grand  efie4fl,-~at  particular  fignals,    nine 

A  a  4  times 
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tin*cs  repeated,  every  perfcm  pteftnt  pro* 
fhrated  himfelf  nine  times,  except  the  Em^ 
baiTador  and  his  fuitc,  who  made  only  one 
profpupd  pbeifance.r-rlie  to  whom  this  aw^l 
a<^  of  adoration  was  made,  in  imitation  of 
the  Deity,  kept  himielf  the  whok  tiroe  in*» 
viilble, 

The  influence  intended  to  be  wrought 
upon  the  minds  of  men  by  this  devout  venc-i 
ration  of  a  human  being,  was  not  to  be 
effaced  by  an  immediate  fucceffibn.  of  fport 
or  merriment :  fcenes  of  this  kind  were  de* 
ferred  till  the  morrovi^ .  In  the  mean  time  the 
EmhaiTador,  accompanied  by  Sun-ta^shin, 
a  Tartar  chief,  lately  promoted  feo  the  rank  of 
Colao,  viiited,  among  other  places,  the  grand 
tenriple  of  Poo-ta*la,  comprifihg  one  vaft, 
and  feveral  fmall  fabrics.  The  pf iQOipal  was 
^  a  grand  cathedral  of  a  fquare  form,  each  of 
whofe  fides  was  two  hundred  feet.  It  con* 
t^ned  eleven  rows  of  windows,  one  above 
another,  having  a3  many  ranges  of  apart-^ 
ments.  The  front  was  plain  and  uniform, 
but  well  finifhed.  The  apartments  of  the 
quadrangle  were  united  together  by  a  Ipa- 

cioiis 
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cious  corridor  bdow^  and  an  opten  galleiy 
above.  A  ijpace  railed  off  in  the  middte  of 
the  chapel,  raifcd  above  the  floor,  prefented 
three  altars  fuperbly  decorated,  and  three 
cola&an  flatues  of  Fo,  his'  vf ife,  and  child.; 
and  in  an  obfcure  recefs,  at  the  back  t>f  theft 
altars  was  the  lacred  tabemade,  with  a  &^ 
gle  glimmering  light,  as  if  intended  to  kn^^ 
ptc&  the  xnind:with  religious' honw^—Kfe 
leis  than  eight  Hundred  lamas  or  pricfts  w^ 
attached  to  this  temple,  ibme  of  them  from 
their  infancy ;  bnt  all  officiated  in. the  ezte» 
xior  ceremonies  of  reli^on,  which  greatlj 
contnbuted  to  its  magnificence.  This  ex« 
penlive  devotion  of  the  Emperor  towards 
JFo,  was  iiippo&d  to  have  ariien  from  tiiis 
circumftance;  that  in  contemplating  his  lon^ 
and  felicitous  reign,  he  had  wrdiTght  himfdf 
up  to  the  belief,  that  his  favorite  deity  had 
condefcended  to  become  incarnate  in  his 
perfoo. 

r 

The  next  day,  upon  tlie  lawn  before  the 
Emperor  s  great  tent,  were  exhibited  a  va* 
^cty  of  entertainments;  and  his  Imperial 
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Majdly^  furrounded  by  his  court,  ]gtsced 
them  with  his  preience.  The  fpedacla 
weir  entirely  Chinefe ;  and  every  peribn 
who  excelled  in  any  particular  talent^ 
whether  for  ftrength,  dexterity,  or  in  the 
/performance  of  any  extraordinary  feat  of 
agility,  were  a^mbled  on  the  occafion>  in 
the  pre&nce  of  innumerable  ipediatofs. 
Some  were  famous  in  the  art  of  balancii^ ; 
tochers  at  legerdemain,  tumbling,  wreAiing, 
dancing,  and  various  other  exercises*  There 
was  alio  ibme  vocal,  and  a  great  variety  of 
inftrumental  muiic.  After  the  muficians, 
were  performed  &ncied  ballets,  by  maiqr 
hundred  peribns,  halnted  in  tonics ;  in  which 
{nch  Chinefe  chara&ers  were  reprefentedas, 
di&overed  by  the  aid  of  lights  in  tranffaicent 
lanterns  of  various  colours,  refleded  nrnch 
commendation  on  his  Imperial  Mi^efly. 

Next  to  the  ballets,  various  kinds  of  €xc^ 
works  were  lanched  off,  which  displayed 
great  ikill  in  the  pyrotechnic  art.  Several 
of  die  conceits  were  new  to  the  Engliih 
fpedators,  among  which  was  the  following; 

A  large 
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A  large  bos:  being  Hait  up  high  in  the  air^ 
its  bottom  ieemed  accidentally  to  drop  out, 
from  which  aperture  iiTocd  a  vaft  number  of 
papers  wrapped  up  in  a  flatibrm.  Thefe  pia^ 
pers  uniblded  them&lTes  from  each  other 
by  degrees^  and  were  transformed  into  re^ 
gular  lanterns,  in  each  of  which  a  burning 
]ig^t  was  iiiddenly  perceived,  whofe  flame 
was  vivid  and  beautifully  coloured  ;f^efibft^ 
ed  without  any  communication  fix>m  with^ 
out  which  could  produce  the  flame  that  was 
within.^But  what  was  moft  cxtiaordinary, 
this  devolution  and  developement  wererei^  . 
terated,  with:  a  change  of  figure  every  tinic$; 
as  well  as  a  change  of  colours.  Smaller 
correfpondent  boxes  were  afHzcd  to  each  fide 
of  the  large  one,  which  imclofed  in  the 
&me  way,  and  ezpoied  to  view  a  kind  of 
net-work  of  fire,  with  partitions  of  various 
forms  that  glittered  like  burniihed  copper; 
and,  with  every  gufl:  of  wind,  produced  co- 
ruicant  flalhes  refenibling  lightning.  The 
whole,  concluded  with  a  volcanic  eruption 
of  artificial  fire,  in  the  grandefl:  fHle  imagine* 
able. 

A  fcleA 
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.  A  feled  party  was  mTttcd  to  a  psntomi- 
mic  entertainment  in  the  theatre  belonging 
to  the  ladies  of  the  palace ;  a  iniall  hand^ 
fome  building,  three  ilone&  high;  iituated 
between  their  pleafure  grounds  and  the  Em- 
peror's garden.  It  contained  three  open 
fiages>  one  above  another.  The  guefb> 
among  which  were  the  Embailador  and 
a  part  of  his  iuite,  iat  in. deep  boxes,  oppo*- 
iite  the  loweft  fiage ;  over  them  were  the 
ladies,  in  latticed  galleries,  who  could  fee 
what  was  doing  upon  any  of  the  ftages, 
though  they  were  inviiible  to  all.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  Emperor  was  wiUing  to 
gratify  their  curiofity  with  a  fight  of  one 
belonging  to  the  Embafly,  the  page  being 
conducted  out  of  the  Elmbai!ador*s  box,  by 
an  eunuch,  upon  a  platform. within  view  of 
the  ladies.  . 

The  a<^ors,  who  were  numerous,  and 
filled  the  three  ftages,  inilead  of  appearing 
in  the  human  fhapc,  ailumed  the  likeneis 
not  only  of  animals,  but  likewife  of  a  va- 
riety of  inanimate  produdions  of  fea  and 
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land ;  intended,  pcritaps^  to  repicfent  an  epi- 
tome of  the:  World.  The  pantommie  was 
divided  mto  icvtral  ads>  and  lafted  a  conii- 
A^rablc  part  of  the  afternoon.— During  the 
performance,  the  Emperor  called  the  Em- 
baflador  to  him,  and  faid,  ''  It  was  only  on 
particolar  occaiions,  like  the  present,  that 
he  ^affifted  at  iiich  ^eiftacles ;  the  care  of 
watching  over  the  fafe^  of  his  people,  and. 
enacting  laws  for  their  welfare,  neceilarily 
demanded  eveiy  moment  of  his  time." 

Notwithftanding  this  imremitting  atten- 
tion to  the  public  weal,  his  Imperial  Majefly 
had  found  leifiire  to  cultivate  ibme  of  the 
polite  arts.  He  had  vrritten  poenn,  fome- 
thing  like  the  epics  of  Voltaire,  which  ihew- 
ed  tafte  and  fancy.  .  A  few  ilanzas  were 
configned  to  the  Embailador  for  his  Majcfiy, 
as  were  ibme  rare  gems,  highly  prized  from 
having  been  eight  centuries  in  the  family ; 
and  they  were  prefented  as  a  pledge  of  per- 
petual friendihip. 


It 
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It  had  been  the  cuftcxn  of  the  Emperor, 
after  the  celebration  of  his  birthday  to  fol* 
low  the  great  chafe  of  wild  beaib  in  the  fo* 
reib  of  Ta^rtary;  but  this  iport  was  now 
declined  on  account  of  his  advanced  age. 
He  generally  pafled  the  fummer  in  his  Tar- 
tar>  and  the  winter  in  his  Chinefe  tcrnto* 
ries ;  and  as  his  Imperial  M^efty  had  re- 

> 

jblved  on  a  fpeedy  return  to  Pekin^  it  was 
iettled  that  the  Embalfiador  ihould  leave 
Zhe-hol  before  him.— The  latitude  of  this 
place  was  aicertained  to  be  forty  one  degrees 
fifty  eight  minutes  north. 

Previous  to  his  Excellency's  departure  for 
Peking  he  received  an  anfwer  from  the  Co^ 
lao  to  his  lettcar,  fignifying,  that  the  Hih- 
doftan  ihould  be  allowed  to  fell  goods  and 
purchafe  a  cargo  at  Chu-fan,  under  the  pro^ 
tedion  of  the  mandarines,  who  fhould  take 
qare  that  the  natives  did  not  exaA;  and 
that,  as  fhe  had  come  from  Europe  chiefly 
laden  with  prefents  for  the  Emperor,  no 
duties  fhould  be  taken  on  her  return ;  but 
that  Captain  Macintoih  could  not  be  allowed 
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to  joia  bis  ih^.<-^This  difappointment  was 
dov^bdeis  owing  to  the  illiberally  and  ila* 
friendlinefs  of  the  Thibet  general. 
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Chapter  xl 

{RETURN  TO  ?£KIN«  OBSERVATIONS  AltU 
OCCURRRIYCRS  THERE^  AND  AT  TU£N«* 
MIN*TU£N.  DEPARTURE  FROM  PEKIBT^ 
JOURNEY  TO  HAN-CHOO*FOO,  PARTLY 
UPON  TK&  IMPERIAL  CANAL. 

THE  EmbaiTador^  his  fuite,  guards, 
and  train  of  domeitics  quitted  Zhe* 
hoi  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty  firft  of 
September ;  and  halting,  in  the  eveidng^  at  '* 
one  of  the  Emperor*s  palaces,  one  of  the 
guards  died  there.  This  eyent  was  kept  fe- 
crct,  it  being  contrary  to  rule  to  iiaffer  any 
one  to  expire  within  the  Imperial  precin^« 
The  next  morning  his  body  was  conveyed^ 

^     as 
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as  if  alive,  in  a  palanquin,  and  at  a  few 
miles  diftance^  his  death  was  fonnallj  aa* 
nounced- 

The  Embafly  arrived  at  Pckin  on  the 
evening  of  the  twenty  fixth  of  September, 
to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  fuch  of  their  fel- 
low travellers  as  had  neceifarily  been  left  be- 
hind there,  who  had  remained  ever  fince 
immured  up  in  a  ftate  little  better  than  ac- 
tual captivity.  Some  of  the  miffionaries, 
in  the  £ril  days,  had  paid  them  occaiional 
vifits ;  but  this  friendly  intercourfe  arouiing 
liic  jealouiy  of  the  Chincfe,  they  were 
ordered  to  be  difcontinued,  and  the  con- 
duft  of  both,  in  future,  narrowly  watched. 
— ^The  Elmbaflador's  entrance,  however,  into 
the  city  was  marked  with  the  ulual  honours, 
and  he  received  the  accuilx)med  vifits  of  the 
mandarines. 

* 

His  Excellency  being,  among  other  cir- 
cumftances,  aware  that  a  fyftem'of  precau- 
tion originating  in  jealoufy  had  been  con- 
ftantly  adopted  with  regard  to  the  Embafly, 

forefaw 
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forefaw  the  expediency  of  fixing  fonic  future 
day  for  his  departure,  and  he  had  underflood 
that  fuch  a  propofal  was  expcfted.  No  per- 
manent refidence  had  ever  yet  been  eflab- 
lifhed  in  China  for  any  foreign  minifter ; 
and  the  government  of  the  country  confi- 
dering  cmbafTadors  as  guefls,  whofe  charges 
were  defrayed  out  of  the  public  purfc,  the 
unbounded  hofpitality,  and  fumptuous  treat- 
ment already  afforded  to  the  Englifh,  were 
powerful  arguments  againfl  the  prolongation 
of  the  vifit.  The  Embaffador,  therefore, 
refolved  to  afk  leave  to  depart  in  the  begin- 
ning of  February,  before  which  time  he 
might  hope  to  efFeft  fomething  towards  the 
eflablifhment  of  a  more  frequent  and  friend- 
ly commercial  intercourfe. 

Elxterior  ceremonies  performed  in  honour 
of  the  Emperor,  which  tend  greatly  to  in- 
fpire  the  people  with  fentiments  of  refpeft 
and  duty  towards  him,  are  praAifed  gene- 
rally throughout  the  empire.  On  his  Im- 
perial Majefly's  birthday,  all  the  manda- 
rines at  Pekin,  drefTed  in  their  ceremonial 
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Tohcs,  afiembled  together  at  noon,  in  t&e 
great  palace  of  that  city,  and  each,  before 
the  throne,  upon  which  incenie  was  burn- 
ing, proibrated  himfelf  nine  times,  and  made 
offerings  of  viands  and  liquors,  as  if  he  could 
partake  of  them  though  abfent.  In  the 
iame  general  manner  is  incenfe  burned,  and 
offerings  made,  every  new  and  foil  moon^ 
before  the  throne  of  the  feveral  palaces,  by 
all  the  officers  of  the  Emperor's  houfchold* 

The  temples  of  Pekin  have  no  claim  to- 
elegance  when  compared  with  its  palaces. 
The  religion  of  the  Emperor  is  performed 
with  much  magnificence  in  Tartary,  but 
in  China  it  is  new.  The  mandarines  and 
men  of  letters  venerate  Confucius,  and  af- 
fcmble  in  halls  of  fimple  conftruftion  ;  and 
the  lower  claffes  of  the  people  are  unable  to 
contribute  to  the  ereftion  of  fplendid  edi- 
fices for  public  worlhip.  Befides,  their  rc-^ 
Hgious  attention  is  much  taken  up  with 
their  houfehold  gods.  Every  houfc  has  its 
altar  and  its  deities.  Their  mythological 
books  contain  fimilitudes  of  thofe  whom 
'  thcv 
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'  they  imagine  prdide  over  their  perfoas  and 
properties,  as  well  as  over  external  objcib 
likely  to  afFe<%  them.     In  the  repreientation 
ef  Lui'Jhin^    ot   ipirit   which    commands 
thunder, — the  violence  of  that  meteor  which 
nothing  can  withftand, — ^the  velocity  of  the 
lightning  which  nothing  can  furpafs,— and 
the  effcAs  of  both  united,  are  deiigned  by 
the  rnqnibrous  figure  in  the  annexed  plate. 
The  beak  of  an  eagle  terminates  his  chin, 
emblematic  of  the  devouring  efFe<fts  of  thun- 
der ;  and  the  wings  denote  its  amazing  ve- 
locity.     He  grafps  a  thunderbolt  in   one 
band,  and  a  truncheon   in  the  other  for 
ftriking  the  kettle  drums  with  which  he  is 
environed.     Sometimes  the  eagle's   talons 
arc  reprefcntcd  as  placed  upon  the  axis  of  a 
wiicel,  upon  which  he   darts  through  the 
clouds  with  increafed  rapidity. 

After  the  monilrous  figure  above  defcrib- 
cd,  it  may  not  be  confidered  mal  a  propos 
to  give  a  reprefentation  of  another, — a  crea- 
ture  of  the  imagination  amc«ig  the  Chinefe, 
but  bv  them  called  a   lion.      Two  larg-e 
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bronze  figures,  fuppofed  likcneiles  of  that 
animal,  are  placed  upon  two  marble  pedef- 
tals,  before  one  of  the  gateways,  leading  to 
the  halL  of  audience  at  Yuen-min-yucn, 
Each  figure  was  originally  compofed  of  at 
leaft  a  hundred  different  pieces  of  that  me- 
tal, caft  feparately,  but  adapted  to  each 
other  in  {o  ingenious  a  manner  as  to  form  a 
whole.  It.  will  be  feen  by  th^  annexed 
plate,  as  the  learned  author  of  the  original 
work  has  yery  properly  obferved,  that  thcfe 
figures,  fo  unlike  to  what  they  were  meant 
to  reprefent,  might  almoft  be  miftaken  for 
Knights  in  armour  with  periwigs  fuch  as 
were  worn  in  the  time  of  King  Charles. 

The  lion  is  neither  bred  in  that  country, 
nor  has  any  one  ever  been  tranfported  thi- 
ther, either  as  a  public  fpeftacle  for  profit, 
or  as  a  prcfent  to  the  Eftiperor. — Thofe  fta- 
tues  muft  therefore  have  been  bad  imita- 
tions from  incorreft  drawings  of  the  lion, 
whofe  fuperior  ftrength  and  imputed  gene- 
rofity  have  gained  him  notice  and  intimacy 
beyond  the  extent  of  his  travels. 

That 
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That  huge  animal  the  elephant,  remark- 
able for  its  ftrength  and  docility,  was  fcen 
about  the  palaces  of  the  Emperor.  Several, 
both  male  and  female,  have  been  brought 
to  China  from  the  vicinity  of  the  equator, 
and  fome  few  of  them  were  bred  to  the 
northward  of  the  tropic.  They  are  of  a 
lighter  hue  and  fmaller  than  thofe  at  Cochin- 
china.  The  elephant  is  the  only  quadruped 
that  has  a  probolbis,  though  inftances  of  it 
are  frequent  in  the  infecS.  tribe. 

To  qualify  perfons  as  officers  of  the  houfe- 
hold,  and  other  departments  in  the  Impe- 
rial palaces,  it  is  neceflary  to  become  eu- 
nuchs ;  and  the  operation  for  this  is  gene- 
rally performed  before  the  age  of  puberty ; 
though  it  is  done  from  childhood  to  forty 
years  of  age.  Such  as  arc  defirous  of  quit- 
ting plebcity,  and  willing  to  become  eu- 
nuchs, are  immediately  received  into  one 
of  the  palaces,  and  invefted  with  an  em- 
ployment that  gains  him  the  advantages  and 
importance  of  a  gentleman ;  and  fome  few 
of  them  have  been  dignified  with  a  ball  upon 
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tbeir  cap,  the  badge  of  office  of  both  civil 
and  military  mandarines. 

But  fimple  caftration  is  not  ftrfficient  for- 
thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of 
the  ladies  of  the  court.     They  undergo  en-  * 
tire  cmafculatlon,  all  traces  of  fex  fuffering 
complete  excifion.      The  beard  of  an  adult, 
thus  formed  into  a  black  or  complete^cujmchj 
foon  begins  to  fall  off,  and  in  ai  ihort  time 
the  whole  difappears.     His  frame  alfo  wi- 
thers like  a  blighted  plant,  and  his  face,  like 
the  wrinkled  hag,  is  foil  of  forrows.     From 
menial  fervants  at  the  commencement,  by 
degrees  they  creep  gradually  into  favour  and 
power,  adminiftering  to  the  potentate's  pri* 
vate  pleafures  and  amufement;  and  theix* 
influence  has  been  able,  from  a  fupjpoffed  in- 
dignity, to  effeft  the  difmiflal  and  difgracc 
of  rriandarines  of  eminence.     The  miflSona- 
ries  who,  from  their  principles  of  convert- 
ing to  their  faith,  ftand   on  a  precarious 
footing,  are  more  afraid  of  giving  offence 
to  an  eunuch  than  to  a  mandarine  ;  and 
knowing  they  have  the  ear  of  the  Emperor^j 

they 


iSiey  4sndeaVom  hy  mcekneE  of  bdiaviaur^ 
god  n&^JoS  dvilkjv  to  conciliate  tfasir  good 
wifkes. 

'  Whea  an  Emperor  £es>  uQ  Ma  inftnen 
are  f emoved  to  an  edifice  caUcd  the  Falaa 
^  Chafiojtr  ikuatcd  withki  tJxe  >ndls  of  the 
pahure ;  ia  wiuch  they  are  ikait  up  ka  the 
remainder  of  their  lives* 

'.  Thete  are  m  China  a  few  Pagan  nuns 
who  make  a  vow  to  remain  viqgins.  Thougjh 
the  laws  of  the  countiy  do  not  admit  of  re* 
hgions  convents,  Acic  wotmen  are  admired 
for  perievering  in  an  effort  which  is  difficult 
to  accomplifh.-— The  adultery  of  womett  is 
fmniihed,  but  not  capitally. 

*  When  a  new  Emperor  accedes  to  the 
thfPoae,  it  is  faid  that  very  rcfpe^ble  per- 
^xisof  the  country  take  tlieir  daughters  to 
the  palace  for  his  choice ;  and  the  families 
of  iii;ich  as  are  accepted  think.  thetn>&Ives 
highly  honoured.  Others  are  prefented  to 
the  princes  of  the  blood  cither  for  wives  or 

B  b  4  concu- 
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concubines.  The  latter,  m  Chiirn^  one 
looked  upon  in  the  iadoe  lijght  as  handmaids 
in  the  old  teftament. — In  the  lower,  defies 
6f  life,  however,  beauty  muft  be  very  raw, 
if  what  has  been  aiTerted  be  true;  that  young 
girls  of  good  figure,  with  handfome  features^ 
and  delicate  con^lezions,  are  taken  or  pur- 
chafed  from  their  parents  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, for  the  ufe  of  the  rich  and  powerful. 

Intimation  was  given  to  the  EmbaiTador 
of  the  Emperor's  approach  to  Yuea-mih- 
yacn,  and  that  the  etiquette  of  the  court 
required  he  Ihoidd  go  fbme  miles  cm  thi 
road  to  meet  him. — TJhough  much  indii^ 
poied  with  rheumatiirn,  his  Elxcellency  went 
early  in  the  moming  to  the  rendezvous 
pointed  out.  The  Emperor  came  with  re- 
gal pomp  and  dignity ;  and  perceiving  the 
EmbafTador,  flopped  to  deliver  a  gracious 
meffage  of  civility,  which  ended  in  defiring 
him  to  return  fpeedily,  as  the  dampnefs  of 
the  moming  might  increafe  his  complaint. 

The 
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.    The  Eknbaffador.was  inforirrfd  by  fomc 
of  the  great  mandarines,  friends  to  the  Em- 
baffy^  that  a  council  had  been  holden  to 
take  into  confideration  the  letter  brought  by 
him  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  mode  proper  to  be  ufed  towards  his  fub-» 
jci^ls.     On  this  occaiion  the  prime  miniiler 
had  fummoned  the  Thibet  general.  Viceroy 
of  Canton,  and  a  former  Hoppc  of  the  fame 
place,  a  declared  enemy   of  the  Engliih^ 
then  a  ftate  prifoner,  convided  of  embez- 
zling the ,  public  trcafiire  to  an  Immenic 
amount,  find  of  exad:ions  from  the  Engliih 
vrhile  at  iDanton,  to  give  their  teftimony 
and  advice,  as  being  competent  to  judge  of 
th€  coiuiuft  and  difpoiition  of  the  foreignen 
trading  to  that  port ;  but,  without  doubt,  to 
ftrengthen  the  Colao  againft  the  more  fa- 
vourable inclinations  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jcfty.     Nothing  aufpicious  could  be  exped^ 
ed  from  the  fuggeflions  of  fuch  perfi>ns;  and 
the  £n>bafr^dor  notified  his  deiire  to  the 
prime  minifter,  to  leave  Pekin  early  in  the 
month  of  February, 

The 


:  The  Embaiiador,  inftead  of  an  anfwer  to 
this  meSkgc,  received  an  invitation  to  come 
to  Yucn-min-yucn,  vrhcrc  he  had  Engliih 
letters  to  deliver  to  him.  His  Excellency 
t^i^ent  thither,  and  found  a  few  letters,  dated 
Chu-ian,  from  the  Lion  and  Hindoftan. 
The  Colao  wilhcd  to  know  their  contents. 
He  Was  told,  the  Lion  would  ibon  put  to 
&a,  but  that  the  Hindoftan  would  wait  for 
her  commander;  and  his  Excellency  put 
the  letters  into  his  ha^ds. — -The  Colao 
hoped  the  Ihip  would  wait  to  carry  bac6 
the  Embafly*  He  obferved,  that  the  Empe* 
tor,  on  hearing  of  the  Embaflador's  illnefi 
and  the  death  of  fome  of  his  fuitc,^ — ^and  ap* 
preheniive  that  they  might  materially  fu#er 
lA  their  healths  by  a  continuance,  imagined 
it  might  be  deiirable  to  depart  befc«:e  the 
riTers  were  frozen  up,  as  travelling  by  land 
va»  very  inconvenient. — ^The  EmbaiTadoi: 
iiifcovered  that  other  motives  wcr^  conceal- 
ed under  the  pretended  folicitu<le  fbr  the 
Emfaaify's  health,  and  made  a  proper  anf- 
fwer ;  which  was  replied  to  by  the  prime 

minifter 


minifter  as  before :  and  his  ExGctlcncy  was ' 
fuffered  to  take  leare  without  being  inform* 
cd  that  the  Emperar*s  anfwcr  to-  his  Majc(^ ' 
ty*s  letter  was  ready,  and  would  be  delivered 
the  next  day. 

'  The  Legate  having  wmted  em  the  Em- 
bofladof,  to  fay  the  Colao  deiirfed  to  fee  him- 
ipeedily  at  the  great  hall  of  auAcnce  in  the* 
palace  of  Pekirt,  he  went  thither;  in  the' 
mi^  of  whiohr  was  placed  upon  a  ch»k  of 
ftate,  the  Emperor's  anfwer.  •    It  was  com- 
prifed  in  a  large  roll,  covered  with  yellow 
filk,  and  was  to  be  fcnt  that  evening, '  in 
form,  to  the  Embaffador's  hotet.     What- 
ever favour  it  might  contain,  could  not  be 
attributed  either  to  the  Colab  or  his  compa- 
nions,   whofe   unfriendlinefs   was   demon- 
ftrated  by  their  pertinacity  in  refufing  the- 
prefents  ufual  from  foreign  minifters.  •  In  ^ 
converlktion,  however,  with  the  minifbsr 
on  the  potnt3  defirable  to  be  procured  ibrthe  ^ 
Englifh  Eaft  India  Cdmpany  in  China,  he 
^iked  for  a  brifef  abftra<ft;    and   without 
pledging  himfetf  to  fopport  thete,  promifed 

they 


they  fliould  have  an  immediate  confidera- 
tioh.  Hi8  Excellency,  in  confequence,  loft 
no  time  in  forwarding  fuch  a  ftatement. 

The  Emperor^s  anfwer,  which  was  fent 
the  fame  evening,  was  accompanied  with 
feveral  chefts  of  prefents  for  his  Majefty ; 
ibme  for  t^e  Embailador  and  his  fuite ;  and 
even  tokens  of  his  beneficence  were  extend- 
ed to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ihips  of 
the  EmbaiTy,  as  well  as  to  the  moft  menial 
fervant  prefent. 

As  no  pofitivc  dircAions  had  been  given 
for  his  Excellency's  departure,  it  was  infer- 
red, from  the  Emperor's  laft  declaration  at 
Yuen-min-yuen,  that  recourfe  would  not 
be  had  to  ab/bluie  command.  His  Excellen- 
cy had  to  regret  the  little  progrefs  made  a^ 
to  the  purport  of  his  miiiion ;  though  he 
iaw  the  inutility  of  a  wifli  to  prolong  his 
reiidcnce  againft  the  Colao's  inclinatioii* 
He  had,  befide,  been  privately  informedj^ 
that  the  Chinefe  had  no  other  idea  of  an 
Embafly  than  that  of  a  vifit  with  prefent& 

on 
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on  ibme  folemn  fcftival,  and  to  laft  only 
during  its  continuance. 

At  this  junAure,  one  of  the  Neapolitan 
Chincfe,  who  had  quitted  the  Lion  near 
MacaO;  brought  the  Embaffador  letters  from 
one  of  the  Elaft  India  Company's  Commif^ 
fioners  at  Canton,  ftating  the  expeftation 
of  an  immediate  rupture  with  the  republi- 
cans of  France  and  Brabant.  Under  all  thefe 
circumftances,and  having  an  eye  to  the  fafety 
of  the  Britilh  fliips  homeward  bound  the 
eniiiing  ieafon  from  Canton,  his  Excellency 
lignified  to  Ho-choong-taung  his  intention 
of  joining  Sir  Erafmus  Gower,  at  Chu-fan, 
with  all  poffible  Ipeed;  and  rcquefted  a  let- 
ter from  him  might  be  immediately  for- 
warded containing  fuch  information. 

This  determination,  which  was  pleating 
to  the  Colao,  was  perfeftly  confiftent  with 
Chinefc  decorum,  which  demanded  .a  total 
ceiTation  of  the  Embafly  after  the  receipt  of 
the  Emperor's  anfwer,  and  the  farevoel  pre- 
.  fents ;  neither  could  any  perfonal  commu- 
nication 
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ntcation  afterwards  be  obtained  with  hi$ 
Imperial  Majefly.  An  intercourfe  mor^  fii* 
Tourable  to  the  views  of  the  Embaflador 
unexpe^edly  took  place  on  the  route  to 
Chu-^Dy  through  the  means  of  one  of  the 
fix  grand  Colaos,  appointed  to  accompanjr 
the  Embafly  thither. 

The  fudden  removal  from  Pekin  threw  the 
Embaily  into  great  confufion,  from,  the  ihort 
time  allowed  to  prepare  for  it ;  but  it  wa« 
forced  to  yield  to  imperious  neceffity.  The 
foutc  was  direifled  through  Han-choo-fbo ; 
and  beiides  its  two  old  and  refpeAable  compa- 
nions, Chow-ta^zhin^  and  Vaii-ta-zhin,  anr 
other  perfon  of  the  firft  raiik,  Sun-ta-zhia, 
one  of  the  graiid  Colaos,  mentioned  in  page 
360,  who  was  in  the  confidence  of  the  (X>urt> 
was  appointed  to  accompany  the  ftrangers, 
and  to  w  atch  and  report  their  condu^. 

On  the  morning  of  the  feventh  of  Oftor 

Jbcr>  Ho-choong«taung,  and  other  minifters, 

<3ime  to  a  pavilion  within  the  gates  of  Pe- 

kin,  to  take,  kare  of  the  Embadador,  and 

•   .    .    .  delivered 


(delivered  fop^  gracious  meifiiges  on  the  part 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty.  They  b(^ed  th^ 
treatment  iiis  Excellency  had  met  with  wa3 
confonant  to  bis  wiihes ;  and  at  the  ikm^ 
time  afTurcd^  that  due  attention  iliould  be 
paid  to  him  and  his  fuite,  in  order  ^o  ren^ 
der  their  journey  plea&nt  to  the  port  of  em- 
barkation. Upon  a  table  were  placed  tw<> 
tubes  of  Bamboo  wood,  covered  with  yellow 
cloth,  containing  two  rolls  of  yellow  paper. 
Upon  one  was  written  an  enumeration  of 
the  Imperial  preients,  and  upon  the  other 
— an  anfwer  to  the  recent  requifitions  made 
by  the  Embaflador  reipefting  the  Englifh 
JSiAoty  at  Canton.  A  mandarine  of  the  6ft h 
order  was  appointed  to  carry  them  as  far  ^ 
the  river  upon  which  his  Excellency  was  tp» 
embark. 

His  Excellency,  with  his  Englilh  antf 
Chinefe  retinue,  fct  out  immediately  for 
Tong-choo-fbo,  in  order  to  embarl;  upon 
the  Pei-ho ;  and  pailing  through  ong.of  .the 
eaftern  gates  of  Pekin,  he  was  honoured  with 
the  uiiial  falutes. 

On 
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On  their  return  from  Pckiii,  ^  gentleman 
of  the  Embafly  went  into  an  open  temple  on 
one  iide  of  the  caufeway,  where  he  defcried 
8  curious  figure,  which  he  imagined  was 
meant  to  reprefent  the  Ungam  of  the  Hin- 
dooi»,  or  heathen  god  of  gardens.  It  was, 
however,  nothing  but  a  fliort  column^  rcft- 
ing  upon  the  back  of  an  animal,  of  the  li- 
zard kind,  "but  of  rude  fculpture,  as  will  be 
lecn  by  referring  to  the  plate.  It  is  proba- 
ble the  column  was  intended  as  a  monu- 
mcnt  for  Chihefe  infcriptions,  with  which 
one  face  was  nearly  filled. 

The  Embafly  was  received  in  a  refpcAfal 
manner  at  Tong-choo-foo.  The  temple, 
its  former  refidence,  was  prepared  for  its  ac- 
commodation, and  in  the  evening  the  city 
was  illuminated.  Before  the  deities  in  this 
temple,  which  have  already  been  defcribed, 
were  placed  one  or  more  bronze  veflels  for 
biimifig  perfumed  matches  and  tinfoil  pa- 
per, of  which  an  engraving  is  given. 

The 


/ 


MOiSUMENT. 


r^-> 


-sst^-*  sr-^-  |;  1 


/■«(  imr.  rv>  h.I.Sf,xUiJiJtamilfy- 


J 


TO  CHINA.  38S 

The  next  day,  the  yachts  being  ready, 
and  the  prefents  all  Ihippcd,  the  Embaffy 
embarked  upon  the  Pei-ho,  whofe  waters 
were  decreailng  fo  fail:  that,  the  fecond  day, 
the  boats  were  forced  to  be  dragged  along. 
Very  little  progrefs  had  been  made  when 
the  Colao,  Sun-ta-zhin,  came  to  inform 
the  EmbaiTador,  (whom  he  received  with 
every  mark  of  relpcft,  and  to  whom  his 
Excellency  reiterated  his  acknowledgments 
for  the  civility  lliewn  him  at  Poo-ta-la,  and 
in  the  gardens  of  Zhe-hol)  that  he  had  juft 
received  a  letter  from  the  Emperor :  an  ex- 
traft  of  it,  which  he  read,  purported  that 
"  he  (Sun-ta-zhin)  fhould  take  the  Em- 
bafly  under  his  particular  care,  that  every  pro- 
per diitinAion  Ihould  be  lhewn,and  attention 
paid  to  the  EmbaiTador  and  his  fuite  in  their 
route  toChu-ian,  and  that  he  ihould  fee  them 
fafely  embarked  on  board  their  fliips ;  but 
that  if  thofe  fliips  fliould  be  failed  from 
thence,  to  {)roceed  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  for  the  like  purpofe,  to  Canton." 

C  c  Sun-ta-zhin, 
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Sua-ta-zbin,  beikies  bctng  a  Colao,  was 
bosKmred  with  the  ydliow  mantle^  worn 
over  his  other  garments ; — the  higheft  dif- 
tuiAion  known  in  China.  He  was  elegant 
in  manners,  but  tenacious  of  hLs  rank  and 
dignity.  Without  difclofing  his  private  in* 
ftru<%i6ns»  conveyed,  probably,  in  the  fame 
diipatch^  he  gave  the  EmbaiTador  to  under- 
fland^  that  his  letter  to  Sir  Erafmus  Gower 
had  not  been  forwarded ;  having  been  kept 
back  through  the  fufpicions  of  Ho-choong- 
taung,  Sun-ta*zhin,  however,  was  foon 
convinced,  by  the  candid  explanation  which 
the  EmbaiTador  gave  him  of  that  letter, 
of  the  ncceffity  offending  it ;  and  he  wrote 
concerning  it  to  his. Imperial  Majefty.  He 
held  'frequent  communications  with  the 
Embaffador;  and  his  inquiries  were  kfs  fti- 
mulatcd  by  perfonal  curiofity,  than  by  the 
dcfirc  of  conveying  to  the  Emperor  the  bed 
information  he  could  collect,  refpcAing  the 
Knglifli  and  other  Europeans  trading  to 
China;  fo  that  his  Excellency  difcovered 
that,  though  he  was  receding  from  the 
court,  he  was  advancing  more  the  objeft  of 

his 
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hi3  miflfion,  through  the  medmm  of  the  pre- 
fent  liberal  condudor  of  the  Embafly,  than 
T^hi^n  he  was  really  prcfent,  by  removing 
the  prejudices  which  the  Chinefe,  under 
falfe  reprefentations,  had  imbibed  againft 
the  Englifli  character. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Embafly  were  not, 
^s  before,  reftrained  from  little  excurfions  up* 
on  the  fliore.  In  this  part,  the  fields,  wert 
parched  up  by  long  drought ;  and  the  fo^ 
lowing  is  the  method  taken  for  watering 
therp.  Two  men  ftoqd  upon  -prpjefting 
banks,  oppoiite  to  each  other ;  c^cl]^  held  W 
his  hand  a  rope  failened  to  ft  bucket, 
which  when  filled  with  welter  fro^n  the  ri- 
ver, after  fwinging  it  to  and  fro  feveral 
times,  vras  thrown  with  rapidity  into  a  rc- 
iervoir,  made  near  the  rive/s  b^nkj  and 
from  this,  by  mean  of  fmall  channels,  the 
water  was  cofiveyed  over  the  adjoining  fields. 
At  other  times,  a  long  pole,  whofe  length 
was  unequally  divided,  is  jgiade  to  turn  upon 
a  pivot  acrofs  an  upright  fk)ft.  .  A  bucket 
fixed  to  the  (horteft  end  is  lowered  into  the 

C  C-2  river. 
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river,  which  when  filled  is  hoifted  by  the 
longeft  leaver,  and  its  contents  poured  into 
the  rcfcrvoir.  A  fketch  of  both  methods 
is  given  upon  one  of  the  copperplates. 

A  few  Iheep  were  feeti  grazing  upon  ftnaU 
ipots ;  but  the  greatcft  number  come  from 
Tartary,  as  well  as  the  larger  cattle.  The 
chief  food  of  the  latter  is  com-ftraw  cut 
fmall.  Milk,  cheeie,  and  butter  are  litde 
known  among  the  Chinefe ;  and  the  com* 
mon  people  rarely  tafte  of  animal  food,  nn- 
lefs  of  iiich  as  die  by  diieafe  or  accident,  in 
which  cafes  they  arc  equally  reliihcd;  and 
even  the  vermin  picked  off  thehr  filthy  pcr- 
lons  fall  a  prey  to  their  depraved  appetites* 

After  their  crops  of  com  are  got  in,  which 
was  the  cafe  at  this  time,  and  the  ftubblc 
taken  off  the  groiind,  it  is  ploughed  with  a 
fmgle  buffalo.-  Their  plough  was  of  fimplc 
conftruAion  ;  and  in  parts  where  the  foil  is 
very  light,  it  was .  drawn  by  men  and  wo- 
men. There  is  no  coulter  to  the  plough. 
The  fhare  which  penetrates,  being  made  to 

terminate 
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terminate  in  a  curve,  performs  the  office  of 
a  mould-board  for  turning  back  the  earth. 
It  is  fometimes  made  of  iron,  but  more  fre- 
quently with  a  timber  which,  from  its  hard- 
nefs,  is  called  iron  wood.  A  figure  of  this 
plough  is  given  in  a  copperplate. 

Their  rice  and  com  fields  are  all  on  an 
even  fiirface,  not,  as  in  Europe,  divided  into 
ridges  and  fiirrows ;  and  fown  neatly  in  drills; 
or  dibbled.  Much  feed  is  wafted  in  fowing 
by  hand  or  broad-caft ;  neither  is  the  crop 
{q  abundant  as  when  drilled.  The  rows  for 
fctting  or  dibbling  are,  by  the  fociety  of 
agriculturalifts,  direAed  to  be  from  north  to 
fouth ;  for  which  reaibn  the  hufbandman 
ftands  with  his  face  towards  the  ibuth,  in 
direding  the  plough. 

At  a  few  miles  diftancc  from  each  other 
were  military  pofts,  with  foldiers  ftationed 
to  protcA  the  internal  traffic  of  the  pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  travellers  from  pirates  and 
robbers.  Chinefe  ibldienj  wear  their  fwojda 
*  on  the  left  fide,  having  the  point  before   " 
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Ihem ;  ^nd  they  are  drawtt  hf  turning  ihetr 
light  hand  behihd  them. 

Though  {tvtrkl  of  their  villages  were  ad 
lirge  as  fome  European  citi«s>  they  are  held 
in  little  eftirftatioh,  uhlefs  encompaflfed  by  i, 
wall ;  and  thefe  walls,  which  always  fiir- 
tbuiid  towns,  wei*  gehetally  higher  than 
tiie  tops  of  their  houfes.  Every  town  is 
imagined  to  be  under  the  proteftion  of  cer- 
tain ftars  CM-  conftellationS ;  of  which  laft 
the  Chinefe  numbered  twenty  eight :  they 
have  ftars,  alfo,  which  anfwer  to  the  twelve 
figns  of  the  2^diac,  called  the  twelve  man- 
fions  of  the  fun. 

In  China,  no  legal  tax  has  been  impofed 
for  the  maintenance  of  priefts  in  any  reli- 
gion; yet  there  is  fomething  contributed 
to  defray  the  expences  of  facrifices  made  at 
every  new  and  full  moon, — in  Spring  and 
autumn, — and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
new  year.  No  fuch  day  as  Sunday  is  known ; 
nor  is  the  week  divided  in  that  manner. 
The  temples  are  open  for  the  free  ingrefs  of 

devotees. 
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-devotees^  fbme  of  whom  hsLYc  bequeatbed 
benefaiftions  for  the  iupport  of  priefts. 

During  the  reign  of  the  laft  Emperor  a 
land  tax  was  fubftituted  for  a  poll  tax ;  asod 
though  moft  of  the  imports^  and  all  kinds 
of  luxuries  are  taxed,  yet  as  the  duty  is  add- 
ed to  the  original  price  of  tiic  commodi^^ 
the  coniiimer  can  feldom  dilftinguiAi  the  otofe 
from  the  other.  There  is,  likewife,  a  tpan^t 
duty  on  goods  paffing  from  one  province  *D 
another,  which  is  a  great  fource  of  retenue. 
And  the  public  treafury  is  not  a  little  cti- 
riched  by  prefents  from  tributaries,  and  itlb- 
jefts  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  by  con'fifca- 
tions  of  affluent  criminals.  But  the  fevefal 
fpecies  of  grain,  including  wheat,  upon 
which  the  poor  principally  fubfift,  are  ex- 
empt from  taxation. 

A  finall  fpot  of  ground  is  allotted  to  evtiy 
cottage  for  railing  efculent  vegetables ;  aitd 
hogs  and  poultry,  efpecially  ducks,  were 
feen  about  »ch  dwelling:  the  latter  are 
frequently  hatched  by  artificial  heat.     In 
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the  villages  women  were  ften  at  their  doors 
fpinning  cotton  with  rocks  and  reels ;  and 
here,  as  well  as  at  every  town  throughout 
the  empire,  were  pawnbrokers,  who  are 
allowed,  by  law,  an  exorbitant  intercft  on 
the  money  advanced  upon  pledges. 

The  EmbaiTy  entered  the  province  of 
Shan-tung  on  the  1 8th  of  O Aober,  which 
being  the  day  of  fiill  moon,  the  whole  night 
was  occupied  in  the  performance  of  rehgi- 
ous  rites.  There  was  an  inceiTant  noife  of 
guns  iiring,  mufic  playing,  loos  beating, 
fireworks  launching,  and  matches  burning 
from  tlie  Hour  of  midnight  till  the  fun- 
nfmg. 

The  annual  cotton  plant  is  much  culti- 
vated in  this  province  as  "well  as  in  that  of  - 
Kiang-nan ;  and  fo  is  indigo,  for  -  dying : 
blue  being  the  general  colour  of  cottons 
wcrp  by, the  common  people.  The  quan- 
tity of  cotton,  however,  produced  in  China, 
is  infufficieiit  for  the  internal  confumption, 
cotton  being  universally  worn  by  both  fexcs. 
Confider- 
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Confiderablc  quantities  arc  therefore  im- 
ported annually  from  Bombay,  which  is 
paid  for  at  Canton  in  dollars  ;  thefe,  in  the 
courfe  of  trade,  arc  given  for  bills  of  ex* 
change  upon  England  ;  and  the  dollars  re- 
cur again  to  the  Chincfe  merchants  in  pay- 
ment for  iilks,  teas,  and  porcelain  imported 
from  thence  into  Europe.  - 

On  the  twenty  fecond  of  Oftober,  the 
yachts  arrived  at  Lin-fin-choo,  a  city  of  the 
fecond  order,  near  which  is  erected  a  mag- 
nificent pagoda  nine  llories  high,  intended, 
it  was  conjcfturcd,  to  commemorate  either 
the  commencement  or  completion  of  this 
grand  canal ;  which  extends  from  hence  to 
Han-choo-foo,  in  an  irregular  courfe,  five 
hundred  miles,  through  heights,  over  val- 
leys, and  acrofs  lakes  and  rivers.  Thefe 
pagodas,  called  by  the  natives  Ta,  arc  ge- 
nerally from  a  hundred  and  twenty  to  a 
hundred  and  fixty  feet  high ;  the  diameter  * 
of  their  bafes  being  about  a  fourth  or  fifth  of 
their  altitude. 
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On  the  twenty  fifth  of  Oftober  the  yachts 
■reached  the  highcft  part  of  the  canal,  where 
the  river  Lutyi,  the  largeft  which  feeds  the 
canal,  defcends  into  it,  with  a  moft  rapid 
current,  in  a  line  perpendicular  to  thccourfe 
of  thrc  canal.  The  oppofite  wcftcm  bank 
is  therefore  ftrengthened  by  a  ftrong  bul- 
wark of  ftone,  againft  which  the  waters  of 
the  Luen  ftrike  with  fuch  violence  as  to 
divide,  and  follow — a  part  the  northern, 
and  a  part  the  fouthcm  courfe  of  the  ca- 
nal. Proceeding  a  little  farther,  they  ar- 
rived near  the  place  where  the  Lcu-tzc,  the 
renowned  filhing  bird  of  China  is  bred,  and 
taught  the  art  and  praAice  of  fumifliing  h«s 
owner  with  abundance  of  fiih.  It  is  afpc- 
cies  of  thepelican or corvorant. 

A  prodigious  number  of  rafts,  and  fnaaH 
•boats,  built  exprefely  for  this  kind'of  fifliery^ 
are  conftantly  cir^loyed  upon  a  lake  clo(fe 
'  -to  this  canal.  Ten  or  a  dozen  birds  are  p^t 
.to  each  raft  or  boat ;  and  on  a  fignal  being 
made  by  the  owner,  they  dive  intt)  the  wa- 
ter and  bring  up  fifh,  fometimes  of  an  enor- 
mous 
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mous  {izc,  betwcch  their  bills.  They  ftcmed 
fo  well  trained  as  to  require  neither  ring  nor 
cord  to  be  put  round  their  throats,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  devouring  or  fwallowing 
any  part  of  Iheir  prey ;  they  were  content 
to  Wait  for  what  their  mailers  chofe  to  give 
them.-*— The  boats,  built  for  this  purpo&, 
were  fo  light,  that  two  men  often  carried 
t)ne,  with  the  birds,,  to  the  lake,  as  ap|)tax8 
by  referring  to  the  engraving. 

This  part  of  the  canal  was  ftrongly  em*- 
banked  on  both  fides ;  for  the  water  was 
brought  into  a  narrower  channel,'  and  raifed 
feveral  yards  above  its  former  bed.  The 
lands  below  were  overflowed  feveral  months 
in  the  year,  and  cultivated  Vv^ith  that  fpecies 
of  rice  which  requires  to  be  immerfed  in 
water  till  it  be  nearly  fit  for  the  fick  !?.—=- 
Two  crops  were  raifed  annually :  the  one 
was  ripe  in  May  or  June ;  the  other  in  Oc- 
tober or  Noveitaber. 

The  proccfs  of  fhelling  or  hufking  rice 
was  performed  by  putting  the  grain  into  a 

ftrong 
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itrong  earthen  veflcl,  or  large  ftone  mortar 
fixed  into  the  ground,  and  fbiking  it  with 
a  conical  peftle  adapted  to  the  end  of  a  lever. 
This  pcftle  is  often  wrought  by  a  peiibn 
treading  upon  the  end  of  the  lever,  as  will 
be  feen  by  the  annexed  engraving. — ^Ano- 
ther mode  of  eiFcAing  this  is,  by  placing 
the  grain  between  two  flat  ftoncs,  of  a  cir- 
cular form,  of  which  tbc'uppermoft  is  made 
to  turn  round ;  but  at  fuch  a  diftance  ironi 
the  undermoft,  as  not  to  crufh  the  rice 
placed  between  them.  It  is  alfo  done,  on 
a  larger  fcale,  by  water  mills. 

The  yellow  river,  which  the  yachts  had 
now  to  crofs,  was  fo  rapid  in  its  current  as 
to  induce  the  Chinefe  to  think  it  ncccflary 
to  make  {acrifices  to  the  fpirit  of  the  river 
to  infure  a  fafe  paflage.  The  mafter  of  the 
yacht,  attended  by  the  crew,  aflembled 
upon  the  forecaiUe ;  and  holding  a  cock  i{i 
his  hand  as  a  viAim,  Mining  off  his  head, 
and  threw  it  into  the  ftream.  He  then 
confecrated  the  veffel  by  fprinkling  its  blood 
upon  the  deck,  mails,  anchor^j  and  doors 
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of  the  cabins ;  upon  each  of  whch  were 
ftuck  fome  of  the  cock's  fcathiJrs.  After- 
this,  bowls  of  meat  were  brought,  and 
placed,  in  a  line,  acrols  the  deck  ;  and  be- 
fore thele— cups,  containing  oil,  tea,  fait, 
and  ardent  fpirits.  The  captain  now  made 
three  low,  folcmn  bows,  lif  ing  up  his  hands^ 
and  uttered  a  few  words  is  if  addrcflcd  to 
the  deity.  During  this  time  the  loo  was 
forcibly  beaten  ;  matches  were  lighted  and 
held  towards  heaven  ;  tiifcl  paper  was  kept 
burning,  and  abundance  of  crackers  let  off. 
Libations  were  made'  b^  him  to  the  river, 
by  throwing  into  it  the  cups  of  liquids  ;  af- 
terwards, that  which  leld  the  fait.  The 
ceremonial  being  finifhid,  the  people  made 
a  hearty  repaft  of  the  bcwls  of  meat.  They 
then  laimchcd  the  yacht,  with  confidence, 
into  the  ftream  ;  and  having  reached  the 
oppofite  Ihore,  the  captain  offered  thanks 
to  heaven  with  three  Inclinations  of  bod  v. 

During  the  Embaffy's  progrefs  towards 
the  yellow  river,  letters  frequently  paffcd 
between  the  Emperor  and  Sun-ta-zhin,  and 
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the  latter  often  paid  friendly  vifits  to  titer 
Embailadot. — Quotations  from  the  Impc"* 
rial  diipatchts  were  cited  at  different  times^ 
by  Sun-ta-zhitn,  containing  not  only  an  ac-* 
count  of  the  htter  to  Sir  Erafmus  Gower 
having  been  forvrardcd  to  Chu-fan,  but  alio 
gracious  exprefficms  towards  his  Excellency 
and  fiiite  ;  whicli  he  was  informed  were  in 
confequencc  of  Stn-ta-zhin's  favourable  re* 
ports  of  the  Embafl^.  He  had  declared  to  the 
Emperor,  that  he  was  perfeAly  convinced, 
the  Embaflador  had  no  other  views  than  that 
of  procuring  for  hs  country  advantages  in 
trade,  which  Europeans  confidered  as  an 
ol:^e6l  of  the  utmofi  importance  ;  and  that 
he  had  difcovered  nothing  in  their  manners 
or  fentiments  w&ich  could  create  the  fmalleil: 
alarm  to  the  nation  vith  whom  the  Engliih 
might  be  deiirous  of  eftablifliing  a  friendly 
or  commercial  inter ccurfe. 

As  teftimonies  of  the  Emperor's  pcrfbnal 
regard,  his  gracious  meffages  were  often 
accompanied  with  prefcnts  of .  dried  meats, 
firom  his  table,  prefervcd  after  the  Eaftem 
;  manner. 
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manner^     His  Imperial  Majcfty,  in  a  recent 
aitfwer  to  Sun-ta-zhin's  letters,  affured  him> 
that  he  entertained  hls-fclf  a  high  efteem 
for  the  Embaflkdor  and  his  nation,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  various  furmifes   which  had 
been  made  concerning  them ;  that  he  had 
reiblved  to  prote^  their  trade,  about  which 
his    Excellency   had   interefted  himfelf  fa 
warmly ;    that  he  had,  indeed,  refufed  to 
comply  with  certain  rcquefts,  as,  at  his  ad- 
vanced period  of  life,  he  could  not  reconcile 
himfelf  to  any  innovation  ;  that  with  regard 
to  the  bufmefs  of  Canton,  it  had  been  left 
to   the  difcrction  and  management  of  the 
Viceroy,  who  would  not  readily  give  orders 
to  aboUfli  pra<ftices  which  he  his-fclf  had 
faniSioncd ;  but  as  a  parti(?ular  mark  of  his 
Imperial  Majcfty's  attention  to  the  defires  of 
the  Englilli  on  this  fubjcA,  he  had  recalled 
the  former,  and  appointed  a  new  Viceroy, 
— one  who  was  related  to  him  by  blood; 
and  endued  w  ith  fentiments  of  juftice  and 
benevolence  tow  ards  ftrangcrs  ;  and  that  he 
had  received  inftru<3:ions  to  examine  and  re- 
vifc  the  regulations  of  the  port  of  Cantoiii 

and 
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and  to  put  an  cfFcftual  flop  to  the  vexations 
and  grievances  of  which  the  Englifli  com- 
plained.— Sun-ta-zhin,  in  addition,  faid  to 
the  Emba^ador,  that  it  might  be  fuppofed^ 
perhaps,  out  of  delicacy  to  his  Excellency, 
he  had  put  too  favourable  a  conftruftion  <5ii 
his  Imperial  Majefty's  difpatches,  but   that 
he  might  reft  alfured  they  were  the  Empc- 
Tor's  own  words;  and  that  as  the  newly 
appointed  Viceroy  was  ftill  at  Han-choo- 
foo*  he  would  introduce  the  EmbafTador  to 
him  there,  who  would  confirm  the  aflur- 
anccs  he  had  juft  given. 

Proceeding  farther  on,  they  perceived 
plantations  of  mulberry  trees,  fome  of  which 
bore  white,  others  red>  or  black  fruit.  The 
boughs  being  frequently  lopped  off,  young 
icions  Ihoot  out  abundantly,  the  leaves  of 
which  are  tender  and  more  nutritious  for 
filkworms  than  thofe  gathered  from  older 
branches.  The  aurelias  of  the  filkworm,  as 
well  as  the  white  earth-grub,  and  the  larva 
of  the  fphinx  moth,  arc'  accounted,  among 
the  Chiiicfe>  a  delicacy  for  the  table.     In 

this^ 
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this,  however,  they  are  not  iingukr ;  for  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  a  large  caterpillar,  which 
feeds  upon  a  palm,  is  efteemed  a  delicious 
morieL 

Bridges  of  a  reddiih  granite,  and  fomc  of 
a  coarie,  grey  marble,  were  thrown  over  the 
canal,  the  arches  of  which  were  variouily 
conftru<%ed.  To  pafs  under  theie  bridges, 
one  of  which,  fituated  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Sou-choo-foo,  we  have  given  in  an  engrav- 
ing, it  was  neceflary  to  iliike  the  yacht's 
maft,  and  to  ered,  in  its  ftead,  a  pair  of 
fheers,  confiding  of  two  poles,  one  from 
each  fide  of  the  veflel ;  which  uniting  at  the 
top  formed  two  legs  of  an  iibfceles  triangle. 
But  the  arches  of  ibme  of  the  bridges  were 
lofty  enough  to  admit  the  veflels  to  pais  un* 
der  in  full  fail.  The  vaft  height  of  theie 
arches,  render  fleps  necefiary  to  them  from 
the  extremity  of  the  bridge ;  of  courie,  they 
are  not  pailable  for  wheel  carriages. 

The  city  of  Sou-choo-foo,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Nan-kin,  termed  the  Paradife  of  China, 
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is  large  and  very  populous ;  the  houies  are 
neat  and  well  built :  and  the  inhabitants  re- 
fpe<Sable,  drefled  moftly  in  filk.  The  wo- 
men were  fairer  than  thofe  in  the  north  ; 
many  of  whom  wore  a  fmall  cap  of  black 
farin,  adorned  with  jewels,  upon  the  fore- 
head, brought  down  to  a  peak  between  the 
eyebrows ;  and  they  had  ear-pendents  d£ 
gold  or  cryftal. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  city  is  found  that 
remarkable  tree  which  produces  tallow,  the 
croton  febiferum  of  Linnaeus.  This  tree 
grows  to  the  height  of  a  common  cherry- 
tree  ;  its  beautiful  white  bloffom  is  followed* 
by  its  fruit,  growing  in  bunches,  which  is 
contained  in  a  hard,  brownifh  huik  which, 
when  ripe,  fcparates  in  the  middle  like  a 
chcfnut.  Each  hulk  contains  three  fmall 
kernels,  about  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut ;  and 
every  kernel  is  covered  with  a  hard,  white, 
oleaginous  fubftance,  (in  like  manner  as  the 
pulp  of  a  cherry  round  its  ftonc)  which  has 
the  properties  of  tallow,  but  in  ftripplng  it 
off  it  does  not  foil  the  hands.     With  this 

tallow 
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tallow. the. Chineie  make:  candles;  though^ 
to  harden  them,  they  are  generally  dipped 
in  the. "wax  produced  by  the  infeA,  as  de- 
fcribed  at  page  197. — -From  the  ihell  and 
kernel  is  extraded  a  good  deal ^f.  oil;'* ib 
that  this  tree  produces  tallow  for  candles, 
and  oil  for  lamps. 

The  yachts  ftopped  at  a  village,  near  the 
city  of  Han-chob-fbd,ito/  teccive  the  new 
Viceroy  of  Canton.  He  came  in  a  barge  to 
pay  the  ftrft  vifit  to  Sun-ta-zhm;  and  to  the 
Embaflador.  He  confirmed  the  ailurances 
which  had  been  given  of  the  Emperor's 
friendly  idifpofition  towards  his  Excellency, 
and  the  Englifh,  to  which,  in  the  moft 
pleaiing  manner  he  added  his  own  good- 
will. 

In  addition  to  the  honour  conferred,  by 
'  the  Emperor  on  Chaung-ta-zhin,  the  Vice- 
roy, the  inhabitants  of  the  Che-kiang,  the 
government  of  which  he  had  jnft  quitted, 
and  where  he  had  adminiftercd  impartial 
juilice,  gave  hini  the  moft  flattering  of  ti- 
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tka,  by  calling  him  "  the  iecond  Confu- 
cius." He  occompaiucd  Sun-ta-zhin  and 
the  Embaflador  into  Han-choo-foo,  at  which 
place  thicy  arnved  on  the  ninth  of  Novem- 
ber, 17Q3. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

UAn-CHOO-FOO,  JOURNET  FEOM  THENCE 
TO  CHU-8A5;  AND  ALSO  TO  CANTON. 
PASSAGE  OP  THE  LION  AND  HINDOS- 
TAN  FROM  THE  FORMER  TO  THE  LAT- 
TER. RESIDENCE  OF  THE  EMBASSY 
AT  CANTON,  AND  HACAO.  FA&SAGE 
TO  ST.  HELENA;  NOTICES  OF  THAT 
[SAND.       RETURN  HOME. 

rWTHE  city  of  Han-choo»foo,  nearly  equal 
JL  in  population  to  Pekln,  is  the  grand 
emponum  for  merchandife  and  all  kinds  of 
articles  which  pa&  between  the  northern 
and  fouthcm  provinces.  The  higheft  houfea 
have 
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have  only  two  ftories ;  the  ftreets  are  nar* 
row,  but  well  paved ;  in  the  principal  of 
which  the  ihops  are  as  iplendid  as  any  in 
London*  The  manufadure  of  iilks  and  £bl* 
tixis,  for  which  there  is  a  briik  demand,  is 
done  by  women;  and  furs  and  Englifh 
broad  cloths  form  no  inconfiderable  part  of 
their  trade.  The  ladies,  in  lieu  of  linen, 
wear  next  them  a  filk  netting ;  over  this  a 
waifbcoat  and  drawers  of  iilk,  lined,  in  cold 
weather,  with  furs ;  and  a  fatin  robe  above 
all,  neatly  gjathered  round  the  waift,  and 
iretained  by  a  faiht 

Information  was  received  here  that  Sir 
Eraixnus  Gower  had  failed  firom  Chu-ian ; 
but  as  he  had  ftated  in  a  former  letter  that 
he  ihould  proceed  to  Canton  to  get  a  iiipply 
of  medicines  which  he  could  not  obtain  elie* 
where,  a  diipatch  was  immediately  fent  to 
the  Company's  Commiflioners  at  Canton  to 
ikop  the  Lion.  Prom  this  place  the  new 
Viceroy  permitted  Captain  Macintolh  and  a 
part  of  the  Embaffador's  fuite  to  go  to  Chu* 
£m,  where  the  Hindoftan  was  taking  in  a 
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cargo.  Sun-ta-zhin,  who  took  a  friendlj' 
leave  of  the  EmbafTador,  accompanied  this 
party.  They  fet  out  on  the  thirteenth,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  nineteenth  of  Novem- 
ber ;  at  which  place  their  conduflor,  after 
making  prefents  to  them  on  behalf  of  the 
Emperor,  ihook  the  Captain  heartily  by  the 
hand,  and  bad  him  a  cordial  adieu. 

•  ^ 

The  Embaflador  and  the  Viceroy  fet  out 
the  fame  day  for  Canton,  the  roiite  to  which 
was  upon  the  river  Chien-tang-^chaung. 
Two  bodies  of  Tartar  troops,  fuperbly  drcff- 
ed,  were  drawn  out  upon  the  beach,  and  fa- 
luted  his  Ejccellency  as  he  pafTed  to  his 
barge.  An  immenfc  crowd  of  boats  were 
aiTcmbled  on  the  occafion,  and  among  the 
experienced  boatfmen  was'  one  who  rowed, 
fleered,  held  the  fheet,  and  fhioked  at  the 
fame  time. 

Between  Han-choo-foo  and  Ycn-choo- 
foo  were  fome  rich  and  pidlurefque  valleys, 
which  prefented  to  view  the  large  leafed 
chefnut,    and  purple   leafed   tallow  trees; 

alfo 
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alfo  the  towering  larch,  and  the  glittering 
leaves  of  the  thick,  fpreading  camphor  tree  ; 
and  nearer  to  the  latter  place,  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  thuya,  or  arhor  vita  tree,  which 
grows  to  an  amazing  height. 

During  a  Ihort  temporary  obftruftlon  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  boats,  two  young  men 
overtook  them,  who  were  anxious  to  have 
a  fight  of  the  Embaflador.  They  were  digni- 
fied with  the  fame  office  from  theKing  of  the 
Lequele  illahds,and  were  going  to  pay  tribute 
and  do  homage  from  their  fovereign  to  the 
Emperor.  Their  drefs,  befides  filk  turbans, 
confifted  of  a  fine  brown  fliawl,  the  manufac- 
ture of  their  country,  lined  with  the  furs  of 
fquirrels.  They  were  of  dark  complexion, 
well  bred,  and  communicative.  No  Euro- 
pean vefiJel,  it  feems,  had  ever  been  at  any  of 
their  iflands,  (at  the  principal  of  which  was 
a  commodious  harbour)  though  they  arc  not 
prohibited,  and  would  be  well  received. 

The   tea   tree,  feldom   cultivated   more 
northerly  than  thirty  degrees,  was  difco^^crcd 
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about  this  part  thinly  fcattered;  but  it 
abounds  in  the  province  of  Fochcn.  This 
plants  as  well  as  its  properties,  is  fo  well 
known,  that  we  fliall  pa:fs  it  over  in  filcncc, 
and  fpeak  of  another,  very  much  likjb>  and 
often  flibftituted  for  it,  the  cameUiafefanqua, 
of  which  the  annexed  engraving  is  an  exaifi 
reprefentation. 

The  petals  of  this  plant,  called  by  the 
Chinefe  cha-whaw,  or  flower  of  tea,  from 
their  refemblance  to  each  other,— and  like-* 
wife  the  flowers  of  the  Arabian  jeflamine, 
are  Ibmetimes  mixed  among  the  teas,  in  or* 
der  to  increafe  their  flavour.  The  camelliar 
fefanqua,  which  grows  upon  the  tops  and 
fides  of  mountains,  is  ailiduoufly  cultivated. 
It  bears  a  nut  from  which  is  expreiled  an 
edible  oil,  equal .  to  the  beft  imported  from 
Florence. 

Several  excavations  were  perceived  in  the 
fides  of  the  contiguous  hills,  whence  had 
been  obtained  a  fpecies  of  fine  granite,  called 
pe-tun^fe^  ufcd  in  manufa<fturing  porcelain. 

This 
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This  with  iao-lin,  a  kind  of  clay,— w/z/i^;^, 
fimilar  to  the  Englifh  foap-rock,— ^^-i^n, 
the  gypfum,  and,  it  is  reported  the  incon- 
fumable  a/befios  foilile  flone,  formed  its  prin* 
cipal  materials.  A  village  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood contained  three  thouiand  furnaces 
for  baking  porcelain ;  but  the  manufa6hiring 
of  it  is,  with  them,  rendered  uncertain ;  in- 
afmuch  as,  for  want  of  iiich  a  thermometer 
as  Wedgwood*s  to  afcertain  the  degree  of 
heat,  the  contents  of  whole  furnaces  have 
been  baked  into  one  folid,  ufeleis  mafs. 

The  Embafly  had  now  reached  Chan-fan- 
chcn,  where  the  river  was  no  longer  navi- 
gable. During  their  route,  as  well  as  on 
their  arrival  here,  there  were  feveral  inter- 
changes of  vifits  between  the  Viceroy  and  the 
Embaflador,  while  preparations  were  mak- 
ing for  their  journey  by  land.  He  had  al- 
moft  a  daily  correfpondence  with  the  Em- 
peror, from  whom  his  Excellency  continued 
to  receive  expreiiions  of  perfbnal  elleem. — 
The  oppreflions  to  which  foreigners,  and 
particularly  the  Engliihi  were  expofed  at 
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Canton  frequently  arofe  in  the  courfe  of 
convcrfation.  The  benevolence  of  the  Vice- 
roy difpofed  him  to  liften  to  fuch  com- 
plaints ;  and  Chow-ta-zliin,  a  (launch  friend 
to  the  Embafly,  whom  he  had  honoured 
with  his  confidence,  undertook  to  urge  the 
bufinefs  to  him  in  private. 


Every  thing  being  ready,  the  Embafly         * 
puriiied  their  journey  towards  Canton.     On 
their  route  they  perceived  ftages  upon  the  j 

floping  fides  of  hills,  in  which  were  culti- 
vated pulfe,  grain,  yams,  fweet  potatoes,  \ 
onions,  carrots,  turnips,  and  other  culinary 
vegetables.  Upon  the  top  of  the  mountain 
was  a  refcrvoir  to  catch  rain  water,  which 
was  conveyed  thence,  by  channels,  to  irri-^ 
gate  thefc  cultivated  terraces. 

m 

The  coUcding  of  compoft  for  the  land  is, 
with  them,  an  objcft  of  the  greatcft  atten^ 
tion ;  in  which  bafmefs  are  employed  old 
and  young,  incapable  of  any  other  kind  o( 
labour.  They  rummage  every  ftreet,  road, 
jakes-pots,  river,  and  canal ;  and  alfo  pick 
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ixp  with  their  hands,  ufbaikets,  the  ordure 
of  animals,  and  offals  of  every  kind  which 
can  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  manure.  Where- 
ever  this  is  deficient,  they  unite  various 
kinds  of  earth  together ;  if  the  earth  be  too 
rompad:  or  adhefive,  they  mix  with  it  fand; 
if  too  loofe,— clay  or  loam  ;  and  they  are 
attentive  in  adopting  the  nature  of  the  plant 
to  the  foil ;  and  often,  to  advantage,  change 
the  earth  from  one  fpot  to  another. 

Befides  the  modes  already  pointed  out  for 
raifing  water  from  rivers  for  irrigating  their 
lands,  the  Chinefe  make  ufe  of  a  chain- 
pump,  the  chambers  of  which,  inftead  of  be- 
ing cylindrical,  are  univcrfally  fquare.  The 
infidc  of  a  hollow  wooden  trunk  is  divided 
in  the  middle  by  a  board,  into  two  com- 
partments; a  chain,  made  to  turn  over  a 
fmall  wheel  or  roller  at  each  extremity  of 
the  trunk,  is  faftened  to  flat  and  fquare 
.pieces  of  wood,  nicely  fitted  to  the  capacity 
of  the  cavity.  Thelc,  called  hftcrs,  move 
with  the  chain  round  the  rollers,  and  xaife 
xSL  volume  of  water  proportionate  to  the  di- 
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menfions  of  the  hollow  trank.  The  power 
to  work  this  machine  may  be  applied  difie«* 
lent  ways«  When  it  is  intended  to  raife  a 
great  quantity  of  water^  lets  of  wooden 
arms^  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T^  are  af^ 
fixed  to  the  lengthened  axis  c^  the  rdlers^ 
and  fmoothed  for  the  foot  to  rod:  upon. 
The  axis  is  made  to  turn  upon  two  wood 
uprights^  rendered  ileady  by  a  piece  of  tim«- 
ber  ftretched  acrofs  them.  Men^  by  tread*^ 
ing  upon  the  projefting  part  of  the  wooden 
arms^  iupporting  thcmielves  at  the  iame 
time  by  a  crofs  beam,  give  a  rotatory  ino«- 
tion  to  the  chain ;  and  the  lifters,  being  at* 
tached  to  it,  raife  up  a  conflant,  and  abun- 
dant fbeam  of  water.  See  the  annexed 
copperplate. . 

In  the  courfc  of  this  ihort  journey  by 
land,  no  imgle  fpot  was  feen  uncultivated 
where  the  efforts  of  labour  could  avail.  In 
places  where  the  foil  was  poor,  or  fteril, 
every  mean  was  employed  to  render  it  fer- 
tile.   The  Chineie  arc  as  neat  in  hnfbandty 
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«s  m  horticulture,  and  extirpate  every  oai^ 
cent  weedy  or  noxious  plant. 

In  the  evening  they  arrived  at  a  town^ 
whence  they  were  next  day  again  to  em« 
bark ;  and  tibough  inns  are  not  wanting  on 
the  road,  there  was  not  one  proper  to  re- 
ceive the  Embailador  and  iuite ;  and  they 
were  accordingly  accommodated  with  the 
public  hally  deftined  for  the  examination  of 
young  men  previous  to  taking  their  de- 
grees. 

Thefe  examinations  are  always  puUic;  and 
the  governor  and  magifbrates  who  prefid^s 
and  the  numerous  auditors  who  attend,  aK 
*ilippofed  able  to  fi^preis  any  inclination  to 
partiality  in  the  judges.  Oral  and  written 
queftions  are  put  to  the  candidates,  as  in 
England ;  and  the  iucceisful  one,  after  be*" 
ing  ekded  to  the  univerfity,  is  in  the  road# 
and  may  attain  to  the  higheft  offices  and 
dignities  of  the  ftate.  No  perfbn  is  pre* 
eluded  from  arriving  at  this  honour ;  it  is 
open  to  all  clafTes  of  men.     The  people  thus 

convinced 
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conviticcd  that  authority  has  been  obtaxned 
through  merit,  are  prompted  to  pay   it  re- 
fpcA  and  obedience,  except  in  cafes  of  no- 
torious abufe,  againft  which  rank  and  learn- 
ing do  not  always  afibrd  Security.     Afj^ 
tcm  of  governrtient  like  this  holds  out  many 
advantages  to  fociety ;  nor  can  it  fail  but 
when  the  -temptation  to  do  evil  preponde- 
rates ovet  the  ftrcngth  of  principle,  and  the 
hazard  of  dete<9:ion  in  facrificing  it.     The 
poor,  and  private  individuals  of  Ghitia,  who 
have  no  channel  through  which  to  imparl 
the  grievances  they  flifFer  from  the  conduft 
of  their  local  rulers,  may  be  faid  to  be  left 
almoft  'at  their  mercy  ;  and  the  fame  con- 
clufion  will  apply  to  foreigners  when  left  in 
the  fame  predicament. — It  was  under  this 
idea  that  Che  Embaflador  fei?ed  every  op- 
portunity of  impreffing  on  the  rnind  of  the 
Viceroy,^  the  expediency  of  his  proteAing 
the  ftrangiers  at  Canton  from  the  extortions 
of  the  Colle^or  of  the  Cuftoms,  and  other 
fubordinate  officers  connefted  with  the  com- 
merce  of  that  port. — ^The  Viceroy  w^as  cau- 
tious 
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tious  in  promifmg,  but  fmccrcly  inclined  to 
do  all  the  good  in  hi^  power. 

In  the  courie  of  another  vifit,  the  Vice- 
roy iaid  to  the  Embaflador,  that  he  was 
convinced  no  pains  would  be  fpaj:ed  by  the 
perfohs  he  was  about  to  govern,  to  imprcfe  . 
him  with  ideas  inimical  to  the  Britiih  na- 
tion ;  but  that  he  faw  the  ncccffity  of  a 
change  of  condu<ft>  as  well  out  of  a  princi- 
ple of  juftice  to  the  Engliih,  as  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  own  country.     And  though  his 
influence  was  coniiderable^  and  his  footing 
apparently  firm,  yet  his  new  Situation  was  not 
.  free  from  difficulties ;  that  hcCiAts  the  offii- 
xrers  at  Canton  interefted  in  continuing  thoie 
oppreilions,  and  whofe  guilt,  would  be  im- 
plicated in  a  redrefs,  there  were  other  pre- 
judiced enemies  at  court,  who  might  equally 
confider  reform  as  a  cenfiite  u^n  them ; 
that  exclufive  of  all  thc/e,  another  imports 
ant   confideration   had    occurred   to   him, 
which   was,    the   peremptory   manner    in 
which  Ho-choong-taung  had .  refufed   the 
rcquifitions  of  the  Embaflador;.  that  if  in  a 
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jfcprefentation  of  thde  fads  to  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  an  endeavour  were  made  to  ex^ 

■ 

cite  refentment>  any  fubfequent  appearances 
of  refentment  ag^ft  hi»  country  would  in- 
Tolve  him  criminally  in  the  eyes  of  his  ^- 
vemment^  for  favours  that  might  be  ihewn 
by  him  to  the  Engliih  in  the  mean  time  ; 
he  was^  therefore>  anxious  to  be  fatisfied  on 
that  head. 

It  was  not  quite  clear  to  the  Embafladotr, 
whether  this  apprehension  originated  with 
the  Viceroy  or  from  a  higher  iburce ;  but  at 
any  rate  it  appeared  to  indicate,  that  £toxa 
-a  convidlion  of  the  Engliih  armies  in  India^ 
and  of  their  vaft  maritime  ilrength>  the  Bri- 
tiih  nation  was  {v^fyc€tcd  of  being  too  pow* 
erful  not  to  require  iome  delicacy  of  condu  A 
even  from  the  hau^ty  empire  of  China^ 
His  Excellency  owned  that  he  was  dubious 
of  the  difpoiition  of  the  court  or  minifter 
of  Pekin  towards  his  country ;    but  from 
the  explanations  which  Sun-ta-zhih,  as  well 
as  he,  the  Viceroy,  had  given  of  the  genu- 
ine fentiments  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  he 

placed 
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placed  a  firm  reliance  on  the  aflurances  fo* 
lemnly  made  to  him,  that  particular  atten- 
tion would  be  paid  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Britifh  fubje6ts  in  China,  and  had  already 
imparted  this  confidence  to  the  Englilh  go- 
vernment in  the  letters  he  had  fent  from 
Han-choo-foo ;  which,  he  did  not  doubt, 
would  confide  in  their  fulfilment.  The 
Viceroy  then  enquired  of  the  Embaitador, 
whether  he  could  empower  him  t6  certify 
a  continuance  of  this  amicable  difpofition, 
by  the  King*s  writing,  fpeedily,  to  his  Im- 
perial Majefty ;  and  by  fending  again  a  mi- 
niftcr  to  China,  if  the  Emperor  were  in- 
clined to  admit  of  fiich,  not  in  the  expen- 
fiv6  manner  of  the  prefent  Embafly,  but 
merely  as  a  token  of  the  continued  amity  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty, 

His  Excellency,  pot  expeAing  fuch  a 
propofal,  replied,  that  "  the  King  would 
probably  have  no  difficulty  in  writing  to  th^. 
Emperor,"  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  prefents,  and  to  exprefs  hijs  thanks  for 
the  diftinguilhed  manner  in  which  he  had 
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received  the  Embaily  ;■ — a  circumftance  un- 
connefted  with  its  objcfSs,  all  of  which  he 
had  hopes  might  be  cffcftcd  in  time  ;  but 
that  the  vaft  diftance  between  the  two  em- 
pires, and  the  diiHculty  and  precarioufnefs 
of  the  navigation,  made  it  impoflible  to  de- 
termine the  advent  of  a  new  Embafly.  Xhe 
Viceroy  ended  by  faying,  that  he  would  in- 
fiantly  fend  a  meflenger  to  court  with  a 
relation  of  the  confctence,  together  with 
luch  intimations  of  his  own  as  would,  he 
hoped,  be  in  all  points  perfedly  fatisfadory 
to  the  Emperor. 

The  Embafly  embarked  anew  ;  and  pro- 
ceeding rather  in  a  northerly  courfe,  paflcd 
by  a  vaft  extent  of  fwampy  land,  in  the 
midft  of  which  was  the  largcft  colleiflion  of 
water  in  the  country,  called  Poyang  lake. 
Into  this  lake  many  rivers  flow,  and  out  of 
it  feveral  canals  have  been  formed,  and  in- 
clofed  within  ftrong  high  banks  for  the  fc- 
curity  of  vefl!els  in  ftormy  or  deluging  wea- 
ther. The  billows  often  rife  as  high  as 
thoie  at  fca,  which  render  its  pafl'age  dan- 
gerous. 
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geroiis.  Small  fandy  iflands  were  defcried 
in  the  lake,  the  folitary  refidetice  of  fiflier-* 
men.  The  province  of  Kiang-fee,  which  lay 
by  the  river  fide,  abounded  with  plantations 
of  bamboo.  The  feet  of  the  women  here 
were  not  crippled,  being  left  in  their  natural 
ftate.    • 

The  river  became  again  fhallow ;  and  a 
fecond  land  tour  was  unavoidable.  The 
travellers  fet  out  in  the  morning,  and  arrived 
the  fame  day  at  Nan-lhoo-foo,  where  f^lall 
covered  barges,  on  the  river  Pe-kiang,  were 
prepared  to  carry  them  to  Cantpn.  Some 
days  before  they  got  to  that  city,  perfons 
were  heard  to  utter  broken  Englifh  as  they 
paffed, — a  proof  of  the  influence  of  Britifli 
commerce  ;  and  many  boats  were  feen  go- 
ing down  the  river  with  merchandize  for 
the  Englifli  market. 

This  river  likewife  fwarmed  with  rafts  of 
timber,  chiefly  of  the  larch  and  camphor 
trees,  deftined  for  the  middle  and  northern 
provinces.      Thefe  rafts  were  fiipplied  with 
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mails  and  fails,  by  which,  in  fur  winds^ 
tfiey  could  ftcm  the  current;  othcrwift: 
they  were  trailed  by  pcrfons  who  lived  on 
board  in  cabins  built  exprefsly  for  them. 
They  ufed  frequently  to  fifli ;  and  large  nets 
were  hauled  up  from  them  in  the  manner 
reprefented  upon  one  of  the  copperplates. 

The  Viceroy  had  judged  it  expedient  to 
proceed  to  Canton  before  the  party,  to  pro- 
cure a  fuitable  reception  for  the  Embaflj'.  ■ 
He  fent  from  thence  large  elegant  barges, 
in  which  the  EmbalTador  made  his  entrance 
into  Canton  on  the  nineteenth  of  December, 
1793.  The  fplendid  manner  in  which  his 
Excellency  was  received,  added  to  the  per- 
gonal attentions  of  the  Viceroy,  miift  have 
convinced  the  inhabitants  that  the  Engiiih 
were  no  longer  deftitute  of  protedion,  nor 
unworthy  of  efteem. 

Moft  of  the  Embaily  had  the  happinefs  of 
hearing  from  their  friends  at  home ;  and  of- 
ficial accounts  were  received,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  France  had  commenced  hofti- 
lities 


TO    CHINA. 


421 


Htics  againft  Great  Britain.  The  Embafla- 
dor  had,  likewife,  the  fatisfaftion  of  learn- 
ing, that  the  Lion,  after  which  fliip  the 
Company's  Commiffioners  had  difpatched  a 
meffengcr,  had  been  overtaken,  and  was 
then  at  Bocca  Tigris. 

The  Lion  failed  from  Chu-fan  on  the 
eighteenth  of^  06lobcr,  after  having  been 
there  about  feven  weeks ;  during  which 
time  her  crew  had  entirely  *  recovered  from 
their  complaints.  She  pafled  through  the 
Chu-fan  iflands  and  the  ftraits  of  Formo- 
fa,  and  anchored  near  the  Ladrone  iflands 
on  the  twenty-third  of  OAober. 


Asfoon  as  the  Company's' Commiffioners 
had  fupplied  Sir  Erafmus  with  the  medi- 
cines and  other  articles  he  wanted,  he  again 
fhaped  his  courfe  for,  and  failed  through 
the  flraits  of  Formofa  ;  but  having,  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  fprung  her  fore  and  main 
topraafls,  the  Lion  returned  to  the  Ladroncs 
to  refit. 

About 
Ee  3 
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About  this  place  fome  piratical  vcflels 
were  feen,  whofe  crews  were  Chinefc,  They 
had  lately  feized  fe veral  junks,  and  plunder- 
ed the  neighbouring  iflands.  Their  praAice 
is,  after  taking  whatever  is  valuable,  to  fct 
fire  to  the  habitations  ;  to  fink  the  junks  ; 
to  make  flaves  of  the  ftout,  robuft  men, 
and  to  put  all  the  reft  to  death. 

On  the  twenty  firft  of  November,  the 
X^ion  fell  in  with  a  brig,  which,  on  exami- 
nation, proved  to  be  the  identical  veffel,  to 
which  the  five  feal  catchers  belonged,  whom 
the  Embafly,  in  the  preceding  month  of 
February,  had  found  and  left  upon  Amfter- 
dam  ifland ;  and  where  it  is  probable  they 
will  now  end  their  days,  as  Sir  Erafmus 
Gower  feized  the  brig  as  a  lawful  prize,  Ihe 
having  been  fitted  out  from  the  ifle  of 
France, 

Before  the  damages  were  repaired  which 
the  Lion  had  fuftaihed  in  the  tempeftuous 
weather.  Sir  Erafmus  Gower  fortunately 
received  the  difpatches  which  had  been  for^ 

w^ded 
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warded  to  him  by  the  Commiflioners,  and 
in  confequence  thereof  he  had  returned  to 
Bocca  Tigris. 

The  Hindoftan,  Captain  Macintofli,  alio 
returned  to  Canton  earlier  than  was  expeft- 
ed.  The  Chu-fan  traders  had  not  goods 
fufficient  to  load  fb  large  a  Ihip,  neither 
was  it  convenient  for  them  to  purchafe  the 
European  commodities.  Tea  and  filk  were 
cheaper  there  than  at  any  other  place  ;  but 
they  wanted  the  amount  in  fpecie,  and 
Captain  Macintolh  was  not  provided  for  the 
exigence.  He  therefore  fet  fail  for  Canton, 
at  which  port  he  was  alfo  to  be  exempted 
from  the  accuftomed  impofts. 

The  city  of  Canton,  in  which  the  Em- 
bafly  was  now  lodged,  like  any  other  large 
leaport,  has  a  number  of  foreigners  mixed 
with  the  natives.  The  fa<5lories,  belonging 
to  different  European  nations,  each  of  which 
has  its  peculiar  flag  flying,  are  handfome 
buildings,  arranged  in  a  line  along  the  river, 
without  the  city  walls;    and  around   the 

E  c  4  neighbour- 


neighbourhood  are  warehoufes  for  the  re- 
ception of"  articles  for  fale,  as  well  as  for  Chi- 
nefe  merchandize  for  exportation.  What- 
ever purchafes  are  made  for  the  Englllh  Ka& 
India  Company,  is  done  by  agents,  whofe 
liberal  emoluments  place  them  above  the 
temptation  of  fraudulent  or  diflionouraWe 
pra<ilices ;  and  who  are  bred  in  the  habits 
of  method,  punctuality  and  probity,  the 
charaileriftics  of  a  good  merchant. 

From  a  recent  regulation  three  Commif- 
fioners  had  conftant  refidence  at  the  Englifh 
faftory,  exclufivc  of  the  former  number  of 
fupercargoes  and  writers.  They  were  dele- 
gated by  the  Company  to  notify,  in  form, 
the  appointment  of  an  Embaffy  from  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  to  fuperintend.  and  dircft 
the  Company's  affairs  at  Macao  and  Canton. 
Thele  gentleman  having  furnlflied  the  Em- 
baffador  with' a  particular  ftatement  of  the 
oppreffions,  and  perfonal  indignities  expe- 
rienced by  their  agents,  enabled  him  to  add 
to  the  remonftranccs  before  prefented  to  the 
Viceroy.  In  confequence  of  this,  two  cdids 
wetc 
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were  immediately  promulgated  againft  the 
frauds  pra<9ifed  on  fpreigners  in  their  com- 
mercial tranfaftions,  as  well  as  the  inftilts 
offered  to  their  pcrfons ;  in  virtue  whereof 
ofienders  had  already  been  punifhed. 

Among  the  grievances  ftated  by  the  Com* 
miffioners, .  and  which  was  included  in  the 
remonftrance  of  the  Embaflador,  was  that 
of  the  natives  being  prohibited  from  in* 
ftrufting  Europeans  in  the  Chinefe  Ian* 
guage.  The  Viceroy  was  at  a  lols  to  judge 
on  what  principle  fuch  a  prohibition  could 
fiave  taken  place,-  which  deprived  foreigners 
of  the  means  of  tranfa Aing  their  own  affairs, 
as  well  as  that  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of, 
in  order  to  conform  themfelves  to,  the  laws 
and  cufloms  of  the  country.  In  this  parti- 
cular the  Viceroy  aflured  his  Excellency 
that  no  farther  obftruAion  fhould  be  given 
on  the  part  of  government. 

< 
Though    a   complete   reform   of  abufes 
could  not  be  fuddenly  exj)ed:ed,  yet  during 
the  Embaffador's  refidcnce  at  Canton  it  was 

not 
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not  likely  the  Englifli  could  have  much 
caufe  of  complaint.  His  Excellency's  inti- 
macy with  the  Viceroy, — ^thc  Viceroy's 
friendly  difpofition, — the  facility  of  impart- 
ing, any  injuries  committed,  through  the 
medium  of  a  faithful  interpreter,  were  like- 
ly to  infure  juftice  and  tranquillity  to  fo- 
reign traders,  as  long  as  he  remained  firm 
and  inflexible  to  the  inimical  mifreprelenta- 
tions  of  the  defigning,  interefted  Hoppo  and 
his  afibciates. 

Befides  a  frequent  interchange  of  vifits 
between  the  Viceroy  and  the  EmbaiTador, 
the  fame  took  place  between  the  latter  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  faftory ;  all  which 
muft  tend  to  corivince  the  Chinefe  that  the 
agents  for  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  China 
were  of  relpedable  a  clafs,  and  held  fuch 
an  occupation  as  did  not  render  them  un- 
worthy of  the  fociety  of  perlbns  of  the 
higheft  rank  and  diftinftion. — Even  the 
pride  and  refervednefs  of  exalted  rank  were 
not  cherilhed  by  the  Viceroy.  None  of  his 
predcceffors,  like  him,  ever  permitted  the 

native 
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native  merchants  to  fit  down  in  his  prc- 
fence ;  and  he  was  the  firft  who  had  cdn- 
dcfcended  to  fit  at  an  Englifli  table  with  the 
gentlemen  of  the  factory, .  at  an  entertain- 
ment prepared  by  them  for  his  Excellency. 

Agriculture  engages  moft  the  attention, 
and  is  the  chief  occupation  of  the  Chinefc. 
Nearly  the  whole  furface  of  the  empire  is 
appropriated   only   for   the    produftion   of 
food ;  nor  are  there  any  limits  put  to  the 
populoufnefs  of  the  country,  but  fuch  as 
arife  from  the  necefTity  of  fubfiftence.   They 
have  no  meadow  land,  and  but  little  paf- 
ture ;  nor  are  oats,  beans,  or  turnips  fown 
in  fields  for  the  ufe  of  cattle.     There  arc 
fcarcely  any  parks  or  pleafure  grounds  but 
thofe  appertaining,  to  the  Emperor.     The 
roads,  being  narrow,  occupy  but  littk  land ; 
the  chief  intercourfe  is  by  canals.     Com- 
mons, or  wafte  grounds,  are  unknown  in 
China;  nor  do  they  fufFcr  their  arable  lands 
to  lie  fallow.     The  labour  of  man  is  princi- 
pally applied  to  the  raifing  of  articles  which 
^dminiiler  to  the  comforts,  but  not  to  th? 

luxuries 
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luxuries  of  life.  Even  foldicrs,  when  not 
on  duty,  are  bufied  in  hulbandry.  The 
quantity  of  fubfiftence  is  alfo  augmented  by 
their  converting  more  fpecies  of  animals  as 
well  as  vegetables  to  their  ordinary  food 
than  is  ufual  in  other  countries ;  and  the 
greateft  economy  is  attended  to  in  their  pre- 
paration. By  refleAing  on  thelc  circum- 
fiances,  the  aflertion  that  every  fquare  mile 
in  China  averages  one  third  more  inhabit- 
ants than  in  an  equal  fpace  in  any  other 
country  of  Europe,  cannot  appear  furprifing. 

• 

By  aftronomical  obfervations,  and  aftual 
meafuremcnt,  the  feventeen  provinces  of 
China  were  found  to  contain  upwards  of 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  fquare 
acres,  nearly  thirteen  hundred  thoufand 
fquare  miles.  The  population  of  the  coun- 
try within  the  walls,  (for  no  correft  account 
of  that  of  China  Tartary  could  be  obtained) 
afcertained  in  the  different  divifions  of  dif- 
tridis,  by  tithing  men  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment, amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
and  thirty  three  millions  of  fouls.  The  re- 
venue 
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venue  ariiing  from  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
vinces was  ftated  at  thirty  fix  millions  and 
a  half  of  tahels  or  ounces  of  filver,  and  four 
millions  five  hundred  and  forty  eight  thou- 
fand  meafures  of  rice  and  other  grain. 

The  real  difpofition  of  the  Viceroy  to 
cherilh  and  protect  the  Englifli  was  counte- 
nanced by  recent  difpatches  from  the  Em- 
peror, who  therein  expreffed  the  welcome 
which  would  be  given  at  his  court  to  ano- 
ther Embaffy  from  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  his  defire  that  notice  might  be 
given  of  the  Minifter's  arrival  at  Canton^ 
that  proper   perfons    might  be  dilpatched 

thither  to  conduft  him  to  Pekin. — And  by 

« 

an  extrad:  from  another  letter  it  was  IVated, 
that  as  his  Imperial  Majefly  fliould  reiign 
the  reins  of  government  in  the  fifty  feventh 
year  of  the  current  cycle,  correfponding  to 
the  year  1 796,  he  wilhed  to  fee  fuch  Mi- 
nifter  at,  or  as  foon  as  convenient  after,  that 
time.  "  Thus,"  fays  the  learned  fecretary, 
^  (and  furely  no  one  can  doubt  the  fad:,  not- 
withftanding  the  unfavourable  appearances 

at 
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at  Zhe-hol  and  Pekin)  '^  the  Embafly,  ac- 
cording to  the  expc<ftation9  which  led  to  the 
undertaking,  but  contrary  to  the  prolpeAs 
which  clouded  it  fometimes  in  its  progrefs; 
fiicceeded,  at  length,  not  only  in  obtaining 
pcrmiffion,  but  in  receiving  an  invitation,  for 
a  limiliar  intercourfe  with  the  court  of 
China,  whenever  the  government  of  Grreat 
Britain  and  the  Company  Ihall  deem  expe- 
dient to  renew  it." 

As  the  expenccs  attending  the  Embafly 
while  in  the  city  were  defrayed  by  his  Im- 
perial  Majefiy,  his  Excellency  was  induced 
to  remove  to,  and  wait  for  the  Lion  at, 
Macao ;  where,  being  out  of  the  Chinefe 
territories,  they  ftiould  ceafe  to  be  any  lon- 
ger at  the  charges  of  the  Emperor.  The 
attention  of  the  Emperor  was  uniform 
throughout; — inftanced  by  his  paying  the 
Embaffador  the  fame  diftinguifhed  honours 
at  his  departure  from,  as  he  had  done  on 
his  entrance  into,  the  city  of  Canton.  Sec 
Note  IV. 

An 
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An  affeftionate  leave  was  taken  of  Chow 
and  Van-ta-zhin,  faithful  companions  of  the* 
Embafly,  who,  after  a  final  feparation,  fent 
on  board  the  Lion  prefents  of  refrelhment, 
and  other  tokens  of  perfonal  efteem.  On 
the  Embaflador's  arrival  at  Macao,  he  was 
politely  received  and  entertained  by  the  go- 
vemon 

This  fettlement,  granted,  under  certain 
reftriftions,  to  the  Portugueze,  is  conneAed 
to  the  remainder  of  the  iiland  by  a  long 
neck  of  land,  about  a  hundred  yards  acrofs. 
Their  whole  extent  of  territory,  bounded  by 
a  wall,  is  not  more  than  eight  miles  in  cir- 
cuit. In  this  fmall  fpot,  the  Portugueze 
carried  on,  for  a  length  of  time,  almoft  cx- 
clufively,  a  confiderable  traffic  with  the 
Chinefe  empire,  and  in  other  countries  in 
Afia,  particularly  to  Japan,  Tun-quin,  Co- 
chin-China,  and  Siam.  Luxury  kept  pace 
with  the  increafe  of  wealth  ;  the  cnterpriz- 
ing  fpirit  of  the  whole  nation  declined  ;  and 
thofc  at  Macao  became  enervated  by  the 
cffcds  of  a  tropical  climate.     Their  trade 

to 
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to  Japan  failed  ;  their  fpeculations  to  other 
'parts  were  rendered  precarious;  and  this 
once  profperous  lettlement  is  defcended  al- 
moft  into  a  ftate  of  nihility. 

The  public  adminiilration  of  Macao  is 
committed  to  the  military  governor,  the 
bifliop,  the  judge,  and  a  few  of  the  fettlers- 
There  are  thirteen  churches  and  chapels, 
and  fifty  priefts,  bcfidcs  a  French  and  Ita- 
lian clergyman,  to  minifter  to  the  devotions 
of  between  four  and  five  thoufand  of  Por- 
tugueze  laity.  The  garrifon  confifls  of  about 
three  hundred  privates,  blacks  and  mulat- 
toes,  with  a  very  large  proportion  of  officers. 

Of  the  two  pagan  temples  at  Macao,  be* 
longing  to  the  Chincfe,  one  is  curioufly 
fituatcd  among  a  confufed  heap  of  immenfc 
mafles  of  granite.  This  temple  is  comprif- 
cd  of  three  feparate  buildings  one  over  the 
other;  the  only  approach  to  which  is  by  a. 
winding  flight  of  fteps  hewn  out  of  the  fblid 
rock. 

(  Camoen's 
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The  Cave  of  Canjoen, .  iitqated  a  little 
ebove  tb^  joft^cHt  etntii^eoce  ia  the  town, 
was  conilfuded^  p/obably,  ia  the  f^mc  man- 
ijer  as  the  temple  abovie  defcribe4,  by 
brmgbg  together  a  yaift  nwnber  of  rocks. 
This  cave,  from  n  tradition*  current  An  th/e 
fettlement,  belonged  to  Camoei>,  a  P^rtCi- 
gueze  poet>  who  refidcd  a  confiderablc  time 
^t  Maca^ ;  and  tn  which  cave,  it  is  fsiid,  he 
wrotjc  the  celebrated  poenji  of  the  Luciad. 
-<— See  th^  ^nneaLcd  eogtaving. 

His  £^^^Ut^E)jcy  $^i\d  tw;o  pf  the  fuite  were 
£Kx:pmtiiQid£ited  iifl  a  hpiife^  the  garden  of 
which  inolc^ed  t)»^  romapt^:  x^ave.  $ooa 
after  his  arrive}  h^?,  he  wceivc^  letters  from 
^ti^i^nd*  and  aliip  froi^  J^^taria.  By  the 
former  his  korocd,  that  as  no  fleet  had  bjeen 
difpatched  from  Ftad^ct  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
goveromoQt  had  not  thought  it  ncceifary  to 
fend  out  any  fhips  of  force  to  convoy  the 
Chinefe  fleet  ilomc ;  but  thofc  from  Bata- 
X'iaibtted  the  arcivai  of  three  Oiips  of  war, 
from  the  Iflc  of  France,  in  the  ftraits  of  Sun- 
da  ;  that  they  bad  already  captured  the  Prin- 

F  f  cefs 
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•  •  • 

ccfs  Royal  Indiaman ;  and  that  a  larger 
force  was  fbon  cxpcftcd.  This  intelligence 
determined  the  Embaflador*s  return  home, 
to  proted  property  amounting  to  three  mil- 
lions flerling,  belonging  to  the  ComjJkny, 
which  was  embarked  on  board » fifteen  of 
their  (hips, 

'Thefe  fhips  being  all  ready  near  Macao,  the 
Embaflador  and  fuitc  embarked  on  board 
the  Lion,  leaving  behind  him,  in  China, 
Mr.  Henry  Baring,  appointed  a  fupercargo 
at  Canton,  and  the  Chinefc  interpreter,  who 
never  quitted  his  Excellency  till  the  mo- 
taerit  of  his  embarkation.  After  an  affec- 
tionate parting  from  his  fellow  travellers,  he 
went  to  a  convent  to  change  his  Engliih  for 
a  Chinefc  drcfs,  intending  to  devote  himfelf 
hereafter  to  the  fervice  and  inftrudion  of 
his  poor  fellow  chriftians  in  the   wcftem 

provinces  of  .China* 

« 

The  Lion,  with  fifteen  of  the  Company's 
ftiips,  one  Spanifli,  and  one  Portugueze  In- 
diamen,  failed  from  the  ifland  of  Samcock^ 

near 
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hear  Macao;  on  the  17th  of  March,  1794. 
In  the  ftraits  oif  Bancd  they  fell  in  with  three 
armed  Ihips  from .  Bengal ;  and  near  the 
ftraits,  a  fleet  of  Majay  pirates,  confifting  of 
a  fnow,  and  ten  proas,  mounting  fix  and 
three  plunders,  according  to  the  iizc  of  each 
veffel.  Though  it  appeared  they  were  fitted 
out  for  hoftile  or  predatory  purpdles.  Sir 
Erafmus  Gower  had  too  important  a  charge 
to  be  diverted  from  it  by  any  inveftigation 
of  their*  dcfign3.  They  were,  therefore, 
permitted  to  proceed  without  moleftation. 

The  fleet  ftopped  to  complete  their  wood 
dnd  water .  on  the  Java  fide  of  the  ftraits 
of  Sundaj  and  when  this  was  done;,  tj>e 
Jackal!  tender  was  difpatched,  with  the 
armed  Indiamcn,  to  Calcutta;  having  on 
board  fome  tea,  tallow,  and  vamifli  plants 
deftined  for  Bengal^  under  the  direction  of 
Doftor  Dinwiddie. 

The  convoy  put  to  fea  again  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  April,  and  experienced,  after  the 
firft  month,  icvcral  gales  of  wind,  particu- 

F  f  2  larly 
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larly  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope»  wlitch 
dilperfcd  the  fleet.  .They  all  fe<*jained  at 
St.  Helena,  which  iflaiid  the  Lion  made  on 
the  ^lixteenth  of  June,  1 79^$  where  fhc 
found  *hia  Majefty*s  (hips  the  Sampibn>  and 
Argo,  from  Europe^ 

The  iiland  of  St.  Hclttti,  whofe  penphety 
is  about  twenty  /^ight  miles,  was  difooveied 
tnore  than  two  centuries  ago  by  the  Portu- 
^ueze.  The  Engliih  took  it  fiom  them^ 
and  the  Dutch  from  the  Engiiftu  The  laift 
recovered  it  again,  by  furprife^  from  the 
Dutch.  It  now  belongs  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  who  have  ipared  no  expence  to 
render  it  a  convehient,  and  comfortable 
place  of  refort  fyt  ihips  in  their  homeward 
paffagc. 

The  long  drought  and  fqorching  winds, 
which  for  three  years  had  desolated ,  the 
ifland  of  St.  Jago,  as  mentioned  in  page 
67,  extended  their  baneful  influence  to  St. 
Helena  the  iame  period ;  nor  had  the  iiland 
at  that  time  entirely  recovered  from  the  ca- 

lamity« 
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lamity.  Upwards  of  three  thouiand  horned 
cattle  periflied  for  w^t  pf  water  gnd  fub- 
iiftence> 

The  vafleys,  and  fbme  <pot3  upon  th« 
higher  lands  had,  howeycr,  regaiiited  their 
priftine  verdure;  and  the  gardeiji  grounds 
were  in  excellent  condition  ;  ^s  w*s  alfo  ^ 
botanic  garden^  which  contained  txc^^  and 
plants  of  different  climates.  An  itf&A  had 
deibroyed  moft  of  the  fnfit  tr^es,  except  the 
iipple,  which  ever  fmce  had  been  induftri. 
ouily  cultivated*  Tlie  plantain  and  banana 
throve  well ;  and  ibmc  good  ccffcc  had  beex^ 
produced ;  but  cotton,  ii>digo,  and  f:9f^c&  by 
po  n)£:ans  aoifw^red. 

The  land  was  principally  cultivated  by 
black  flavcs,  brought  into  the  ifland  by  the 
firft  EuropeaDL  fettlers.  Thefe  men  were 
treated  harfhiy  by  their  owners,  till  the  Eaft 
India  Con^pany  interCered,  and  put  then) 
iunder  tfce  prote^ftion  of  the  magiftracy. 
Previous  to  thi$  regulation,  one  tenth  of 
^heir  pumber  died  annually ;  they  now  in- 
^)rjcafe ;  though  any  farthier  importation  of 

Ff?  .them 
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them  is  prohibited.  There  arc  alfo  fomo 
free  blacks  upon  this  iiland,  who  being,  like- 
wife,  opprefTcd  by  flave-owners,  experience^ 
the  fame- humane  intcrpofition  of  the  Com-r 
pany ;  and  they  now  claim  and  enjoy  the 
'  privileges  of  a  jury  in  both  civil  ^nd  crimir 
nal  caufes. 

Having  taken  what  refrelhments  the 
ifland  afforded,  the  three  men  of  war,  the 
Lion,  Sampfon,  arid  Argo,-^the  Indiamen 
before  mentioned,  together  with  three  more 
from  Bengal,  two  from  Bombay,  and  a 
fouth-fca  whaler,  failed  from  St.  Helena  on 
the  firft  of  July ;  andfteeringa  north- wefterly 
courfe  to  the  equator,  they  crofled  it  in 
twenty  four  d'egrees  of  weft  longitude  from 
Greenwich, 


/ 


Nothing  material  occurred  till  the  twenty 
firft  of  July,  on  which  day  a  fleet  of  eleven 
fail  was  difcovered  in  the  north-eaft ;  five 
of  them  loomed  large.  Thcfe  had  forn^d 
a  line  of  battle  abreaft,  and  were  bearing 
down  tovrards  the  convoy,     The   private 

figUftI 
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fignal  not   being  anfwered,    (it   had  been 
changed  fincc  Sir  Erafmus  Gowcr's  depar- 
ture from  England)  the  Lion,  Sampfon, 
and  Argo  cleared  for  a&xon,  while  the  mer- 
chant Ihips  were  direfted  to  remain  to  lee^* 
ward.     The  weather  coming  on  fuddcnly 
thick,  with  rain,  the  two  fleets  were  con- 
cealed from  each  other  for  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes ;  after  which,  clearing  up  as  haftily, 
the  ftrangers  proved  to  be  a  fleet  of  India^ 
men  from  England^  under  convoy  of  the 
Affiftancc  n?an  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  coi-p- 
mandcd  by  Nathan  Brunton^    Efq.— ^The 
writer  of  this. abridgment  was  then  an  oflir 
ccr-  on  board  her,  and  is  flill  in  his  Majcfty 's 
fcrvice  ;  and  he  is .  happy,  to  have  it  in  his 
power  to  teftify   the  handjbme  manner  \xx 
which  that  brave   and   experienced  com- 
mander bore  down  upon  a  fuppofcd  enemy, 
in  force  fupcrior  to  his  own,  for  the  protecr 
tion  of  his  ^convoy.     Thi^  Ihip,  by  a  writ- 
ten order  from  Sir  Erafmu?  Govver,  return- 
ed with  the  fleet  to  England ;  and  a^  flie  was 
at  that  time  allowed  tq  be  the  beft  manned 

• 

Ihip  in  the  Britilh  navy,  and  her  grew  in 
perfedt  health  and  in  high  fpirits,  the  convoy, 

Ff4  in 
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in  cafe  of  meeting  with  an  eneniyi  m^o«i14 
have  been  ably  fupported  by  fuch  j^ffiftance^ 

For  ibme  weeks^  little  progrofs  was  made 
by  the  homeward  bound  fleet,  by  reaibn  oi 
calms  and  variable  winds.     When  o^  the 
Weftem  iflands,  the  S|)anifli  and  Portur 
gueze  fhips  parted  company,  ftecring    iot 
their  ovvn  coails ;  while  the  Englilh^  con-^ 
tinning  their  courfe,  found  themfelves  off 
Scilly  QR  the  fourth  of  September.      Iq 
{leering  up  channel  in  thip  night  of  the  fifth» 
the  wind  blowing  very  ftrbng,  they  fell  iq 
with  the  grand  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
Y^  Hov^c,  {landing  dovm  channel;  and 
being  dar]^,  and  upon  different  tacl^,  icve-^ 
ral  of  the  fhips  ran  foul  of  each  other,  and 
received  coxifiderable  damage.     The  Lion, 
however,  anchored  fafcly,  the  next  day,  in 
Portfmouth  harbour;  where  the  Emhaffador 
difembarked,  after  aii  abfence  of  nearly  two 
years,  in  a  voyage  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country,  and  in  purfiiit  of  an  obje<%  whic^ 
we  heartily  w^ifh  may  ultimately  be  ob* 
tained. 

EXPLANA^ 
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NOTES 

WHKH  OCCUR  IN  THIS  WORK. 

tassss==s=i  ■     '  ■  ■      ,      ,  '■ 

^ote  I.  Page  14.     . 

FATE  OF  THE  GUNNER. 

'I^TOTWITHSTANDING  every  mean 
X^  was  uicd  to  fave  the  gunner^  the 
fatal  circucpftance  being  purely  accidental, 
on  inquiry  we  find  he  wasjirangled  foon  af- 
^  ter  he  was  delivered  up  to  the  Viceroy  of 
Canton. — ^The  Chinefe,  in  firing  falutes,  al- 
ways elevate  the  muzzles  of  their  guns ;  and 
^t  was  remarked  by  them,  that  if  the  Eng- 
liih  had. adopted  that  mode,  the  above  ac- 
cident would  not  have  happened. 

That  the  accidental  killing  of  a  Chinefe 
has  not  always  been  attended  with  the  fatal 
confequences  to  the  perpetrator  as  happened 
to  the  unfortunate  gunner,  will  be  proved 

by 
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by  the  following  ftory,  fent  us  by  a  gentle- 
man who  was  an  eye  witnefs  to  one  part, 
and  had  indubitable  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  other. 

It  is  cuftomary,  in  China,  to  fend  a  petty 
officer  in  every  boat  which  paffes  betwixt 
the  Fa<9:ory  at  Canton  and  the  Englilh  fhips, 
to  proteft  the  property  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  natives.  In  the  year  1770  or 
1771,  a  boat  was  difpatched  from  Canton 
tinder  the  orders  of  a  quartermafter,  who, 
dete<5ling  one  of  the  Chinefe  boatmen  in  the 
ad:  of  ftealing  fome  of  the  goods,  gave  him 
a  blow,  which  knocked  him  overboard  into 
the  river;  and  repeating  his  blow  when  in 
the  water,  he  either  killed  the  Chincfe,  or 
was  the  caufe  of  his  being  drowned.  His 
body  w^as  afterwards  found,  and  taken  up  to 
Canton ;  and,  being  put  into  a  coffin,  was 
publicly  expofed  before  the  Englifli  FuAorj 
for  fome  days.  The  captain  of  the  fliip  paid 
a  fine  of  a  certain  fum  of  money,  and  the 
corpfe  was  then  taken  away  and  interred ; 
and  there  the  matter  refted. — On  what  prin- 
ciple,  then,  did  this  quartermafler  efcape  pu- 

nilhment 
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nlfliment  and  the  gunner  ilifFcr,  if  it  were 
ixot  lawful  in  that,  as  in  this  coi^ntry,  to  kill  a 
highwayman  in  the  a<9t  of  taking  one's  purfe? 

As  it  is  a  well  known  faft  that  life,  in 
China,  may  be  faved  by  a  bribe,  we  hope 
and  truft  that  tliis  country  has  not  to  lament 
tljat  the  gunner's  was  not  purchafcd;  or  that' 
propofitioqs  were  not  made  for  that  purpole. 

Note  IL    Page  18. 

WHO  THE  ENVOY  WAS. 

It  was  Coloi:>cl  Cathcart  who  was  ap- 
pointed  Minifter  j  but  dying  in  the  outward 
paflage,  in  the  ftraits  of  Sunda,T-7-and  his  fc- 
cretary  not  having  been  invcfted  with  the 
fame  povyrers  as  Sir  George  Staunton  was, 
under  Lord  Macartney,  the  Embafly,  of 
courfe,  failed.  ' 

Note  III.     Page  11 6. 

I 

WHENCE  THIS  ACCOUNT  WAS  TAKEN. 

This  ftatement  of  deaths  was  not  extraft- 
pd  from  the  original  work,  of  which  this  is 

an 
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an  abridgment,  but  from  another  Buthar, 
whofe  words  are,  *^  I  Ihall  onfy-  add,  thatj, 
vrithin  the  laft  twenty  years,  no  left  than 
ninety  eight  thoufand  deaths  appear  on  the 
records  of  the  public  hoipital  in  Batavia*** 

Note  IV,     Page  195. 

^JiSCRIPTlON   OF   CANTON.       EXTRACTEft 
PRINCIPALLY     FROM    I>U    KA1.DE* 

The  city  of  Canton  i*  one  of  the  moft: 
populous  and  opulent  in  China ;  and,,  per- 
haps, in  this  re/pe<fi,  deferres  the  firft  placc,^ 
firtce  to  the  trade  of  the  ficighbquring  na- 
tions it  has  added  that  of  Europe.  It  ftanda 
on  one  of  the  fincft  riviirs  in  the  empire, 
named  Ta-ho  or  the  Ch'eat  River.  |n  its  way 
from  the  province  of  Quang-^,  it  receive^ 
another  river,  deep  enongh  to  bring  up  large 
veflcls  from  the  fea  to  the  town ;  and  by 
means  of  canals  extends  its  waters  into  fevcr 
ral  provinces.  Its  mouth  is  large,  and  more 
terrible  in  its  name  f  Tigers  gate)  than  its 
forts,  which  are  built  only  to  keep  off  the 
Chinefe  pirates. 

The 


fiMBASSY  TO  CAIKA,  445 

The  great  qiuntity  of  money,  bron^  hi* 

ther  from  the  moil  dxfta^  countries,  dmwn 

the  mcfchants  of  the  fevcral  proTinccs  t0 

thb  potrt,  where  may  be  found  alinoiit  every 

thing  that  is  iBre  or  curious  in  the  empire. 

The  iohiibitanjts  are  isbdniArious,  ingeniouG^ 

and  cxpext  in  the  uxiitative  art,  and  in  the 

en&beUifhmentcif their  oaanu&duiies ;  though 

thcfe  are  not  in  efticmtton  vritili  the  pco{d£ 

at  Pckin,  being  undervalued  by  them,  «id, 

As  they  fay,    neither  iubftaAtial  nor  weD 

wrought*      They  dib  compii^  that  the 

materials  are   eitber  fciuity  or  iU  cho&n^ 

and  the  internal  workmanftiip  too  flight, 

Notwith&mding^  the  iilks  at  Canton,  called 

Slia^  are  there  accounted  the  beft  <^i  thaft 

kind,  especially  the  flowered  forts,  which 

are  wrought  open  like  lace,    and  >mudi 

worn  in  (ummcr,  being  clieap  and  gentcd.. 

Though  the  number  of  .artiiicers  in  this 
city  is  almoil  incredible/  yet  not  being  fuf- 
ficient  for  its  trade,  they  have  eftabliflied  a 
great  many  ;nanufa<%ories  at  Fv-^flian^  which 
have  rendered  it  famous  through  the  whole 
province.     During  the  troubles  in  which 

Canton 
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Canton  was  involved,  the  trade  was  carried 
to  this  borough,  diftant  four  leagues.  It  is 
at  leail  three  leagues  in  circumference,  is  a 
place  of  great  refort,  and  not  even  inferior 
to  Canton,  either  for  its  wealth  or  number 
of  inhabitants ;  though  that  city,  taken  al- 
together, is  reported  to  contain  upwards  of  a 
million  of  fouls,  among  whom  a  woman  is 
hardly  ever  feen  in  the  ftrcets. 

The  Viceroy  I'efides  at  Cantoti,  which  has 
under  its  jurifdidion  feventeen  cities,  one  or 
the  fecond,  and  fixtcefi  of  the  third  rank. 

There  can  hardly  be  a  more  charming 
landfcape  than  that  which  offers  itfclf  to 
view  on  entering  the  river  that  leads  to 
the  town.  It  is  various,  gay,  and  animated. 
On  one  fide — meadows  of  a  mofl  lovely 
green  extend  put  of  fight ;  on  the  other — 
groves,  or  little  hills  appear  which  rife  in 
form  of  amphitheatres,  afcended  by  fleps 
made  of  green  fods.  Here — ^rocks  arc  feen 
covered  with  mofs  ;  there — ^\'illages  among 
the  copfcs.   Sometimes  canals  prcfcnt  them- 

'   felves 
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felves,  which  form  iflands^;  or  lofing  them- 
felvcs  in  the  earth,  cxpofe  to  view  their 
beautiful  banks  :  the  whole  forming  an  en- 
chanting proTped. 

« 

■  •       ■ 

Canton  unites,  as  it  •  were,  three  cities 
into  one;  which  are  feparated  by  high 
w^alls,  but  fo  contiguous  thatt  the  lame  gate 
ierves  to  pafs  fk)m  one  to  th6  other.  Tht 
whole  forms  a  figure  almoft  fquare,  an4 
is  not  much  lefs  in  compais  than  Pa;ri^. 
The  ftreets  are  long  and  ilraight,  aiid 
paved  with  hard  hewn  ftone ;  but  naoftly 
narrow,  except  a  few  which  arc  adorned 
\vith  triumphal  arches.  They  are  wholly- 
taken  up  with  Ihops,  which  make  a  fine 
fhew ;  and  tradefmen  who  deal  in  the  fame 
articles,  relide  in  the  lame  quarter  of  the 
town.  They  are  conftantly  crowded,  clpe- 
cially  with  porters,  there  being  no  other 
mode  of  conveying  goods  but  on  mcn*s 
fhoulders.  Pcrfons  of  condition  are  carried 
in  chairs. 

The 
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Tbe  faoufes^  though  ytry  neat>  are  far 
from  faeing  ffetsiy;  ftlmoft  ajl  of  them  con- 
Q&  of  a  gromwi  flooir#  and  a^re  biiilt  ofsMth, 
ornamented  with  bricks,  and  covered  with 
tiles.      The  windows,  in  fummer,  are  of* 
c^ne,  to  let  the  ^^r  through ;  'm  n^inter    ot 
<>y(ler  fheUs  icr^ed  till  they  are  femi-tranf- 
parent.     The  walk  arc  covered  with  thia 
white  paper ;  <and  charco^,  in  winter,  is 
tHwrnt  in  the  moddjte  of  t^ie  room^.     Thf  re 
U  a  rawket  hpldca  in  alrnoft  eyerjr  ftrcet  for 
all  foit$  of  pro^il^ons.     Their  frogs,  of  a 
black  hue,  are  effi^fm^d  a  deUcacy,    and 
^tch  a  greater  price  than  any  other  meat; 
and  viper  broth  was  in  reputetion  he^re  long 
before  it  was  in  JLondon. 

* 

Canton  is  ^niich^  with  many  haj^diome 
public  bnil<Ungs.  Beftd^s  thuteen  trinm^ 
phai  arches,  there  are  a  great  munbdr  of 
idol  icQQtples,  fvuroinaded  with  cells  of  tbs 
Boni&as,  which  have  fomjething  iingular  in 
them.  The  Hall  of  Confucius,  and  .the  Aca-r 
demy  of  the  literati,  are  curious  flruftures. 
The  Ya-men  or  palaces  of  the  mandarines 

arc 
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are  alio  beautiful  and  grand ;  though  in  a 
different  refpcft  to  what  we  term  fo  in 
Europe. 

The  river  is  crowded  on  both  lides  with 
a  multiplicity  of  junks,  arranged  in  rows, 
containing  a  prodigious  number  of  people, 
conilituting  a  kind  of  floating  city.     Thefc 
junks,  lying  clofc  together,  form  flreets; 
each  junk  containing  a  whole  family,  like 
a  houfc,  is  divided  into  various  apartments. 
The  common  people  who  inhabit  them  rife 
betimes  in  the  morning,  either  to  fifh  or 
work  in  the  rice  grounds,  which  yield  two 
crops  annually.     At  the  end  of  each  ftreet 
is  a  barrier,  which  is  fliut  every  evening 
foon  after  the  gates  of  the  city ;  fb  that 
every  body  is  obliged  to  be  at  home  by  the 
time  it  grows  dark.     This  regulation  pre- 
vents many  diforders  in  China,  where  the 
greateft  cities  are  as  quiet  in  the  night  time 
as  if  they  confifted  but  of  fmgle  families. 
By  intermarriages,  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars 
here  can  fcarcely   be  diflinguilhed,  either 
by  their  ftature,  features,  or  habits. 

Gg  to 
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To  the  above  account  of  the  city  of  Can- 
ton, principally  extrad:ed  from  Du  HaldCj^ 
we  have  only  farther  to  obfcrve,  that  every 
city  in  China  has  bells  to  diftinguifli  the 
five  watches  of  the  night.  That  extraor- 
dinary one  at  Pckin,  which  w^eighs  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  being 
forty  feet  wide,  is  faid  to  be  the  biggeft  in 
the  world-  Their  bells  are  hung  in  towers, 
and  begin  to  found  at  feven  in  the  eveijing, 
which  being  the  firft  watch,  they  ftrike 
07ie ;  this  is  repeated  a  little  after,  and  from 
time  to  time  till  the  fecond  watch  begins, 
and  then  it  ftrikes  two,  which  is  repeated 
till  the  third  watch  begins,  when  it  ftrikes 
three y  and  lb  on  till,  morning.  In  fome 
towns  drums  arc  made  ufe  of  in  like 
manner. 

Note  V.     Page  2  70. 

MONKEYS  EMPLOYED  IN  GATHERING  THE 
BRANCHES  OF  THE  TEA  TREE. 

The  tea  tree  often  grows  upon  the  fides 
of  mpuntains,  and  among  rocky  clifis,  to 

come 
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come  at  which  is  frequently  dangerous,  and 
ibmetimes  imprafticable-  The  Chinefe, 
that  they  may  father  the  leaves,  make  ulc 
of  a  fingular  itratagem.  Thofc  declivities 
are  often  the  habitation  of  monkeys,  whom 
they  mow  at,  mock,  and  imitate,  'till  the 
animals,  to  revenge  themfelves,  break  off 
the  branches,  and  (hower  them  down  upon 
the  infulters ;  from  which  branches  the  Chi- 
liefe  afterwards  ftrip  off  the  leaves. 

When  Dodor  Letfom  had  read  the  above 
paiTage,  taken  from  Groffier's  Defcription 
of  China,  he  wrote  to  the  author,  to  thank 
him  for  having  given  an  account  which 
coincided  {o  cxaftly  with  his  ovsrn  which  he 
had  given  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Tea  tree,  and 
which  had  been  treated  with  unmerited  ri- 
dicule. In  nations  which  have  not  acquired 
the  art  of  printing,  the  arts  which  they  have 
difcovered  are  generally  preferved,  and  e?:- 
plained  tpy  paintings,  and  hieroglyphic  re- 
prefentations.  In  Chinefe  drawings  are  to 
be  feen  the  hiftory  of  making  porcelain,  of 
cultivating  rice,  as  well  as  collefting  and 

G  g  2  preparing 
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preparing  tea ;  in  which  that  irafcible  ani-^ 
mal  the  monkey  is  employed  to  advantage. 
The  Chinele>  perceiving  thefe  dilpofitions  ia 
the  monkey,  took  advantage  of  the  propcii- 
lities  of  the  animal,  and  converted  them  to 
ufe  in  a  domeftic  ftate  which,  in  that  of  na- 
ture, were  exerted  to  their  annoyance.  Dr. 
Letibm  mentions  drawings,  in  which  mon- 
keys are  reprefented  gathering  the  branches 
or  leaves  of  the  tea  tree,  without  exhibiting 
any  menacing  attitude.  They  appeared  ra- 
ther to  be  fulfilling  an  office  to  which  they 
had  been  regularly  trained ;  and  the  more 
to,  becaufe  others  were  walking  and  fitting 
by  the  people,  as  if  tamed  and  domefticated, 
whilft  they  were  quietly  gathering  the 
branches  upon  the  trees. 


NoteVL     Page  312. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  CITY  OP  PEKIN. 


In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  iaid 
on  the  fubjedl  above  mentioned,  we  have 
confulted  the  befl  authors,  fuch  as  Du  Halde, 
Ides,  and  Dionyfius  Kao,  and,  occafionally, 

the 
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the'  original  Work  from  which  our  abridg- 
ment has  been  taken ;  and  by  the  aifiilance 
of  all,  we  have  been  able  to  preicnt  our 
readers  with  the  following  authentic^  and 
interefting  extrads. 

Pckin  is  the  chief  of  the  province  of  that 
name,  and  the  capital  of  the  whole  empire. 
It  has  nine  great  cities  lubordinate  to  it, 

m 

with  their  dependent  diftrifts,  diftinguiihed 
by  the  additional  fiame  of  Fu  or  Foo.  Thefe 
nine  large  cities  have  fixteen  left — fubjc<fted 
to  their  jurifiii<9:ion,  which  are  alio  diftin- 
guilhed  from  the  others  by  the  appellation 
of  Cheu  or  Choo ;  and  the  lefs  confiderable 
places,  which  are  under  the  government  of 
the  laft,  have  fuperaddcd  the  fumame  of 
Hien. 

This  extenfive  powerful  empire  compre- 
hends fifteen  provinces,  which  might  more 
properly  be  called  kingdoms;  for  before 
ihcy  were  united  under  one  head,  upwards 
of  three  thoufand  years  ago,  each  had  its 
peculiar  King,  as,  at  prefent,  every  province 
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has  its  Viceroy;  all  which  arc  fubordinate 
to  one  fupremc  fovereign,  the  Emperor. 
The  province  of  Leaotutig,  though  fituate 
without  the  great  Wall,  is  alfo  reckoned 
among  the  reft,  and  paffes  for  the  fixteenth. 

Pekin  is  fituated  in  a  fine  fertile  plain, 
not  far  fouth  of  the  great  Wall^  in  the  moft 
ialubrious  part  of  all  China,  abounding  with 
corn,  fruits,  herbs  and  roots,  and  all  the 
neceffaries  and  comforts  of  life,  except  that 
of  tea,  none  of  which  grows  in  that  pro- 
vince.  The  froft  is  pretty  fevere  there  in 
winter ;  but  the  heat  of  fummer  is  mode- 
rate and  fupportable. 

When  the  Tartars  conquered  this  coun- 
try, about  a  hundred  and  fixty  years  .fince, 
they  drove  the  Chinefe  out  of  the  city,  but 
gave  them  leave  to  build  a  new  one,  con- 
tiguous to  the  old  town,  which  was  then 
nearly  fquare  ;  but  the  additions  fince  made 
have  given  it  an  irregular  form.  Thcfe  ci- 
ties, called  for  diftindion  fake  Chinefe  and 
Tartar,  independent  of  the  fiiburbs,  which 

arc 
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are  very  extenfivc,  are  twenty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference*  The  whole  were  faid  to  con- 
tain two  millions  of  inhabitants ;  but  the 
account  given  to  the  Embaffy,  dated  the 
total  at  nearly  three  millions. 

The  principal  ftreets  are  Ipacious,  and 
three  or  four  miles  long.  The  Ihops  of  mer- 
chants for  neatneis  and,  perhaps,  riches  ex- 
cel moft  in  Europe.  The  name  of  the 
tradefman  and  the  articles  he  deals  in  are 
placed  over  the  Ihop  door ;  the  entrance  to 
which,  befides  being  decorated  with  ftream- 
ers,  is  embelliftied  with  gildings,  fculpturcs, 
pamtings  and  japannings,  in  a  manner  which 
attradls  and  charms  the  eye.  But  the  prin- 
cipal Chinefe  fhops  and  markets  are  kept 
without,  in  the  fuburbs.  Moft  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Pekin  arc  Tartars,  the  walls  of 
whofe  city  are  fevcnty  feet  high,  and  per- 
ieAly  cover  the  town,  the  houfcs  in  general 
being  only  of  one  floor,  on  account  of  earth- 
quakes, by  which  formerly  the  city  of  Pe- 
kin had  mtich  fufFcrcd. 

G  g  4  Tlie 
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The  ibrccts  arc  always  crowded,  though 
Chineie  women  never  appear  in  them,  ex- 
cept in  covered  feats  or  chairs.     The  reafbn 
of  this  crowding  is,  that  all  provifions  arc 
brought  thither  by  land  carriage,  no  river 
or  canal  coming  within  three  miles  of  the 
city ;  which  occaiion  the  ftreets  to  be  filled 
with  carts,  camels,  horfcs,  and  other  beafts 
of  burden  with  their  drivers;  inlbmuchthat 
it  is  difficult  to  pais  through  the  gates  in  a 
morning  or  evening.      The  artificers,  alfb, 
contribute  to  increafc  the  crowd,  as  they 
work  in  the  houfcs  of  thofe  who  employ 
them,  and  are  perpetually  looking  out  for 
bufmefs.     The  ftreets  are,  likewife,  in  the 
day  time,  filled  with  inimitable  jugglers, 
exhibiting  for   money;    auAioneers  felling 
their  goods ;  and  quack  doAors  their  medi- 
cines.     The    magiftrates   have   alio   their 
guard  whenever  they  appear  abroad;  and 
perfons  of  diftindlion  a  numerous  attend- 
ance.    All  thcfe  circumftan^es  combined, 
make  the  town  appear  more  populous  than 
it  really  is.  * 
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The  palaces  of  the  chief  mandarines  oc- 
cupy a  great  extent  of  ground,  as  they  have 
only  one  floor.  They  confift  of  feveral  open 
courts,  in  which  the  buildings  are  not  con- 
tiguous ;  and  they  are  fo  fond  of  privacy 
that  they  have  no  windows  towards  the 
llreet,  neither  will  they  fuffer  their  neigh- 
boxu's  to  have  any  which  can  overlook  them  ; 
and  there  is  a  fkreen  always  within  the  gate 
to  prevent  ftrangers  from  looking  in.  The 
furniture  of  their  houfes  coniifts  of  pi<3:ures, 
japanned  cabinets,  chairs,  tables,  and  var- 
niihed  fkreens ;  and  their  beds  are  very  ele- 
gant. Their  curtains,  in  the  fummer,  are 
of  filk,  and  their  counterpanes  of  the  fame. 
They  have  no  feather  beds,  but  fleep  upon 
quilts  or  mattrefles. 

Befides  the  buildings  before  mentioned^ 
the  mifiionaries  have  four  monafteries,  to 
which  are  annexed  four  churches  :  ibme  of 
thefe  are  w'^||ibi  the  boundaries  of  the  pa- 
lacc.'-^The  Jefuits'  cloyftcr  is  encompaflcd 
with  a  high  ftonc  wall,  having  two  hand- 
fome  gates.     Within  is  a  pair  of  globes  of 

great 
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great  magnitude,  being  nearly  fix  feci  in 
diameter.  Their  church  is  a  large,  beauti- 
ful ftruAurc,  of  Italian  architefture  ;  deco- 
rated with  a  number  of  images  and  altars, 
and  furnilhed  with  an  excellent  organ  ;  and 
a  large  clock  with  a  fct  of  chimes.  There 
is  like  wife  a  mufeum  well  ftored  with  cu- 
•riofities. 

Genius,  Manners,  and  Customs  of  the 

Chinese. 

The  Chinefe,  who  pay  the  greatcft  defe- 
rence and  refpeft  to  old  men,  are,  in  gene- 
ral, of  a  .mild  and  humane  difpofition,  but 
violent  and  vindidive  when  offended;  al- 
ways avenging  themfelves  in  a  flow  but  me- 
thodical manner.  Some  among  them  are 
fo  litigious  as  to  difpofe  of  their  property  to 
maintain  a  fuit  at  law,  in  order  to  procure 
the  baftinado  to  his  adverfary.  And  as  it 
fometimcs  happens  that  the  defendant,  by 
mean  of  a  bribe  to  the  judge,  transfers  the 
ftripes  to  the  back  of  the  praintifF,  this  never 
fails  to  engender  hatred  and  malice,  which 

end 
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end  often  in  the  deftruftion  of  life  and  pro- 
perty. But  though  they  arc  vicious,  they 
love  virtue,  and  honour  thofe  who  praftifc  it. 
And  notwithftandint;  they  are  confummatc 
diffemblers  of  their  hatred,  they  deteft  every 
adlion  which  feems  to  betray  anger  or  emo- 
tion. .  Thefciences,  the  foundation  of  their 
nobility  arid  preferments,  engrofs  all  their* 
ardour  and  efteem. 

Intereft  is  one  of  the  grand  foibles  pf  the 
Chinefe ;  and  the  extreme  love  of  life  ano- 
ther. Such  as  have  only  ten  or  twelve  pif- 
toles  in  the  world  will  expend  them  in  a 
coffin  twenty  years,  perhaps,  before  wanted, 
and  look  upon  it  as  the  moft  valuable  movc- 
ble  in  their  pofleffion. 

The  Chinefe,  in  general,  are  low  in  fta- 
ture,  and  of  brown  complexions ;  though, 
in  the  northern  provinces,  they  are  as  fair 
^  Europeans.  A  perfeft  beauty  among 
them  confifts  of,  a  large  forehead,  a  fliort 
nofe,  fmall  well-cut  eyes,  a  large  and  flat 

face. 
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face,  broad  ears,  moderate  fizcd  mouth,  and 
black  hair. 

The  Tartar  Sovereigns  have  compelled  the 
men  to  fhave  their  heads,  leaving  only  one 
lock  in  the  middle  of  the  crown.  They 
have  little  beards,  full  whiikers,  and  fomc 
long  hairs  at  the  bottom  of  the  chin.  Their 
dreis  confifts  of  a  veft  with  full,  long  fleeves; 
over  this  they  wear,  fbmetimes  a  looic,  fliort 
coat ;  but  in  paying  or  receiving  vifits,  they 
have  a  long  fUk  gown,  and  over  this  a  kind 
of  fpencer,  reaching  to  the  knee. — ^They 
always  wear  filk  or  ftuif  boots,  and  have  in 
their  hand  a  large  fan.  They  are  exceed- 
ingly fcrupulous  in  their  ceremonies  and 
compliments ;  the  whole  of  which  may  be 
reduced  to  bowing,  kneeling  and  proftrat- 
ing,  according  to  the  occasion,  and  place, 
as  well  as  age  or  quality  of  the  perfbns. 
And  though,  from  the  prejudice  of  educa^ 
tion,  we  may  look  upon  their  cuftoms  as 
fantqfticy  the  Chinefe,  in  their  turn,  may 
be  tempted  to  look  upon  our  s  as  barbarous. 

Their 
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Their  feafts  arc  peculiarly  troublefome  to 
Europeans,  the  whole  being  made  up  of 
ceremonies  and  compliments.  Their  ordi- 
nary feafts  require  fixtecn, — the  more  fo- 
lemn  twenty  four  diflies  upon  each  table, 
as  well  as  more  formalities.  Sometimes 
there  are  as  many  tables  as  guefts,  who  iit 
upon  ftools  or  chairs;  but  ordinarily  two 
perfons  fit- at  one  table,  which  is  not  cover- 
ed with  a  cloth,  but  neatly  japanned,  at 
the  front  of  which  hangs  a  piece  of  filk  de- 
corated with  rich  needle  work.  Two 
pointed  fticks  of  ivory  or  ebony,  do  the  of- 
fice of  knife  and  fork ;  their  meats  are  cut 
into  fmall  fquare  pieces,  and  fcrved  up  in 
bowls ;  their  ibups  are  excellent,  but  tliey 
uie  no  ipoons ;  fo  that  after  iipping  the  thin; 
the  groffer  parts  of  it  are  direcfted  to  the 
mouth  by  their  chopfticks.  After  the  firft 
difli,  wine  is  ferved  iu  cups  to  each  gueft ; 
but  none  is  tafted  till  the  entertainer  has 
firft  drunk.  A  comedy  is  adcd  during  the 
repaft ;  and  when  the  deffert  is  brought  in, 
money  is  coUeded  for  the  domeftics. 

Thcif 
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Their  marriages,  already  fpokcn  of,  like 
their  feafts,  are  celebrated,  for  feveral  dajs, 
with  much  fplendour  and  feftivity.  Huf-* 
bands  are  allowed  concubines,  but  they  are 
flibordinatc  to  the  wife.  Their  funerals 
have  already  been  defcribed  in  pages  127, 
128,  and  12ft. — The  ufual  time  of  mourn- 
ing is  three  years ;  but  it  is  commonly  re- 
duced totwenty-feven  months. 

Criminals  are  puniflied,  in  China,  pro- 
portionate to  the  enormity  of  the  crime. 
Capital  offences  pafs  through  five  or  fix  dif- 
ferent tribunals  before  a  definitive  fcntcncc 
be  palled.  The  women  are  kept  in  prifon 
feparate  from  the  men  ;  neither  is  the  deb- 
tor confined  in  the  fame  place  as  the  felon. 
For  flight  offences  the  culprit  is  bafliitia- 
doed ;  for  others — he  is  made  to  wear,  night 
and  day,  a  heavy  wooden  collar  about  his 
neck,  fomething  fimilar  to  an  Englifli  pil- 
lor}\  For  certain  enormities  offenders  arc 
marked  upon  the  check  with  Chinefc  cha- 
raAers  denoting  their  crimes ;  othejs  arfe 
condemned  to  temporary  or  perpetual  ba- 

nilhment. 
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nifliment,  or  to  drag  the  royal  barks  for  one, 
two,  or  three  years.  Capital  punifhment  is, 
inflifted  three  different  ways  ;  hy  JirangUngr 
heheadtng ;  and,  for  aflaffination,  by  cutting 
into  ten  thotifand  pieces.  They  have,  like- 
wife,  in  China,  .two  kinds  of  torture  to  ex- 
tort  confeffion. — None  are  put  to  death 
without  the  Emperor's  exprcfs  orders ;  and 
thefe  executions  take  place  on  a  certain  day 
in  the  year  throughout  the  empire. 

Note  VIL     Page  328. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  GREAT  WALI..     . 

Dionyfius  Kao,  a  native  of  China,  from 
whofe  works,  publiihed  in  the  year  1 705, 
the.  following  account  is  principally  ex- 
trad:ed,  though  wx  have  borrowed  from  Du 
Halde  and  others,  fays.  This  prodigious 
Wall  was  built  fome  centuries  before  Chrift'is 
time,  by  the  Chinefe  Emperor  Chien-chu, 
Voang,  (according  to  DuHaldc  by  Tfin- Shi- 
Wang,  who  makes  it  two  hundred  and 
twenty  one  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift) 
to  prevent  the  incurfions  of  the  reftlcfs  wxft- 

ern 
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crn  Tartars.  It  is  extended  from  the  Ori- 
ental fea  tar  beyond  the  middle  of  Shen-fi, 
and  includes  the  provinces  of  Pckin,  and 
almoft  the  whole  of  Shen-li^  Its  length,  in 
a  direft  line,  is  computed  at  fix  hundred 
and  fifty  four  French  miles ;  but  reckoned 
as  a  curved  line  amounts  to  upwards  of  one 
thoufand.  It  has  three  or  four  lofty  towers 
or  forts  within  the  compals  of  every  mile, 
many  of  which  are  fituated  upon  the  higheft 
mountains ;  and  the  Wall  is  broad  enough 
upon  the  top  for  eight  horfes  to  gallop 
abreaft  without  any  danger. 

Du  Halde,  on  the  fame  fubjed:  ftates, 
that  its  beginning  is  a  large  bulwark  of  ftone, 
raifed  in  the  fea  to  the  eaft  of  Pekin  ;  and 
ends  when  you  have  paffcd  the  little  city  of 
Chwang-lan.  It  is  well  terraced  and  cafed 
with  brick,  and  is  as  high  as,  and  much 
broader  than  the  walls  of  the  empire  uflially 
are;  that  is,  from  twenty  to  twenty  five 
feet  in  height.  The  top  is  wide  enough  for 
five  or  fix  horfemen  to  ride  abreaft. 
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The  gates  of  the  great  Wall  are  all  dc^ 
fendedi  oil  the  fide  of  China,  by  pretty  large 
forts.  The  firft  of  them,  to  the  eaft,  is 
called  Shang-hay-Quan.  It  ftands  neir  tht 
ivall  tvhich  feictends,  from  the  bulwark  above 
taentioned,  the  fpace  of  a  league  along  a 
country  perfeftly  level,  arid  does  not  begin 
to  afccnd  the  mountains  till  after  it  has 
pafled  that  place.  It  was  the  Chinefe  ge- 
neral, commanding  in  this  part,  who  firft 
called  in  the  Tartars  of  the  province  of 
Leao-tung,  which  lies  beyond  it ;  and  thus 
gave  them  an  opportunity  of  conquering 
China;  notwithftanding  their  mural  rim- 
parts,  which  the  Chinefe  thought  impreg- 
nable. 

Many  of  the  fquarc  towers  are  large  and 
lofty  ;  fomc  of  two  ftories  high,  built  of 
brick,  upon  a  foundation  of  ftone,  which 
fifes  about  four  feet  above  the  ground. 
Each  fide  of  the  fquare  at  the  bafe  meafiires 
from  thirty  five  to  forty  feet,  and  their 
height  is  nearly  the  fame  dimenfions.  The 
fide  of  the  fquare  at  the  top  is  from  twenty 

H  h  eight 
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eight  to  thirty  feet.  The  firft  ftory  is  upon 
a  level  with  the  platform  of  the  wall,  in 
which  there  are  embrafures. 

The  foundation  of  the  wall,  formed  of 
large  iijuare  ftones,  which  projciS  about  two 
feet  beyond  the  brick  work,  is  about  twenty 
five  feet  thick  at  its  bafe,  and  rifes  not  Icfs 
than  two  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
ground.  The  reft  is  cafed  both  infidc  and 
outfidc  with  brick  work,  each  of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  five  feet,  having  the  intermediate 
fpace  filled  up  with  earth  or  tempered  clay, 
and  terraced  upon  the  top  with  a  platform 
of  fquare  bricks.  The  parapets,  about 
eighteen  inches  thick,  are  a  continuation  of 
the  brick  "Vvork  above  the  terreplain. 

Evert  Yyfbrant  Ides,  Embaflador  from  the 
Czar,  Peter  the  Great,  to  the  Court  of  Pc- 
■kin,  an  account  of  whofe  travels  from  Mof- 
cow  to  that  city  was  publiihcd  in  the  year 
J  705,  has  alfo  given  a  defcription  of  the 
■Great  Wall ;  and  that  wc  ma}  be  able  to 
point  out  to  our  readers  the  particular  fpot, 
let 
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let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  laft  fbrtrcfg 
of  his  Czarifh  Majefly's  dominions,  border- 
ing upon  the  frontiers  of  China,  which  his 
Excellency  ilopped  at,  was  Ar^unjkoy.  From 
this  place  he  proceeded  to  the  filvcr  river, 
called  Mongagol,  which  falls  into  the  river 
Argun  ;  and,  having  croffed  that,  travcrfed 
the  great  Tartarian  wildernefs,  and  arrived 
at  the  river  Calabu.  Failing  along  the  banks 
of  the  river  Jalo,  he  came  to  Xixiger^  a  city 
upon  the  borders  of  China,  where,  by  ordcf 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  his  Excellency  was 
met  by  a  mandarine,  accompanied  by  eighty 
men,  who  conduced  him  to  Kara  Katotty 
or  Black  City,  on  his  r#ute  to  Pekin.  He 
then  fays.  On  the  twenty  feventh  of  Oftobet 
we  reached  fbme  watch  towers  on  the  pin- 
nacles of  the  rocks,  frohi  whence  we  got 
iight  of  the  Great  Wall,  at  which  we  ar^ 
rived  on  the  fame  day.  This  feems  to  be 
one  of  the  fcvcn  wonders  of  the  wofld* 
About  five  hundred  fathoms  from  this  fa- 
mous Wall  is  a  valley,  having  on  each  fide 
a  battery  of  hewn  ftone ;  from  one  of  which 
to  the  other  a  wall  about  three  feet  high  i^ 
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treated,  with  an  open  entrance,  as  appears 
in  tliiC  annexed  engraving.  Faffing  through 
this  fore  wall,  we  came  to  the  entry  6£  the 
Great  Wall,  through  a  v\  atch  tower,  about 
eight  fathoms  high,  arched  over  with  hewn 
ftonc,  and  provided  with  large  mafly  doors 
ftrcngthed  with  iron.  The  Wall  runs  firom 
caft  to  weft  acrofs  the  valley  up  extraordi- 
nary high  rocks :  and,  about  five  huadted 
fathoms  diftance  from  the  other,  has,  upon 
the  rocks  on  each  fide  of  it,  a  tower  builti 
as  reprefented  in  the  engraving.  The  foot 
of  this  Wall  was  of  large  hewn  quarry  ftone, 
for  about  a  foot  high,  and  the  remaining 
upper  part  was  condoled  of  brick  and  lime  > 
but  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  difcover,  the 
whole  had  been  forrnerly  built  with  the 
fame  ftone.  Within  this  firft  port  we  came 
into  a  plain  full  a  hundred  fathoms  bfoad^ 
after  which  we  arrived  at  another  guard- 
port  which  had  a  wall  on  each  fide,  and, 
like  the  firft  wall,  was  carried  quite  acrofs 
the  vale.  This,  as  well  as  the  firft  port^ 
was  guarded  by  a  watch  of  fifty  men.  Upon 
the  firft  or  Great  Wall  was  ere(Scd  an  idol 

temple^ 
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temple,  with  the  eniign  of  the  Idol  and  that 
of  the  Emperor  flying  upon  it.  The  Wall 
was  full  fix  fathoms  high,  and  four  thick ; 
fo  that  fix  horfemcn  might  eafily  ride  abreafl: 
upon  it,  and  was  in  as  good  repair  as  if  it 
had  been  finifhed  about  twenty  or  thirty 
years  fince. 

To  raife  men  for  building  this  Wall, 
which  is  ftated  to  have,  been  completed  in 
five  years,  the  Emperor  commanded  that 
three  out  of  every  ten  men  throughout  his 
dominions  iliould  work  at  it;  and  after- 
wards — ^two  out  of  every  five  were  compell- 
ed to  labour  at  this  vaft  undertaking.  It  is 
alfo  faid,  that  though  the  inhabitants  of  each 
province  worked  as  near  their  owix  abode  ay 
they  could,  yet,  either  by  the  length  of 
their  journey  or  the  difference  of  climate, 
almoft  all  thofe  employed  in  its  confl^ruftion 
died  uncxpe Aedly.  This  raifed  a  tumult  in 
^be  empire,  which  proceeded  to  the  length 
of  murdering  the  Emperor,  and  his  fon 
Agutzi,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  liis  reigp. 

Hh?  When 
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When  it  is  confidered,  that  this  ftruftuie, 
upwards  of  a  thonfand  French  miles  in  length, 
bcfides  being  extended  along  dreary  waftcs, 
and  even  furfaccs,  is  carried  over  expanfivo 
rivers  in  the  form  of  bridges,  ibme  having 
two  tiers  of  arches, — and  alfo,  in  the  fame 
fliape,  acrois  deep  and  wide-extended  val» 
leys,  uniting,  as  it  were,  the  mountains 
which  form  them ;— that  it  afccods  the 
higheft,  and  defcends  the  ftecpeft  precipices; 
- — and,  with  all  this,  coqfidering  the  im- 
menfit;  of  labour,*— the  ingenuity  of  the 
srtifts, — the  difficulty  of  tranfporttng  mate. 
rials, — and  the  ihort  time  of  its  completion ; 
r— the  imagination  is  loft  m  the  contempHt* 
tion  of  aa  objcA  whofe  grandcvir  is  not  fiit-. 
paffed  by  any  qf  the  feren  wMiders  of  the 
World. 

NoteYin.     PUge  358. 
STATE  OF  PHYSIC  IN  CHINA. 

The  ftate  of  phyfiic  is  at  a  low  ebb  among 

the  Chinefe.     There  are  no  pobKc  fchoc^ 

por  profeffors  of  the  healkig  art.     They  are 

totally  ignorant  of  the  anatomy  of  the  body, 

and 
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and  hold  difledion  in  horror.  The  wholp 
fciencc  of  medicine,  among  them,  confift^ 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  pulfe,  (of  which 
their  ideas  are  exceedingly  erroneous)  and 
the  ufc  of  iimples.  In  difcafes  ^rifing  from 
plethora,  as  well  as  in  many  other  cafes,  a 
free  ufc  of  the  lancet  is  often  neceffary  to 
preferve  life;  yet  furgcry,  in  China,  is  fo 
little  underftood,  that  venefeftion  or  blood- 
letting is  never  performed.  If,  at  any  time, 
the  faculty  there  think  it  neceffary  to  punc- 
ture any  part  of  the  body,  to  let  out  what 
they  call  a  colle<ftion  of  vapour,  it  is  always 
done  with  a  gold  or  fdver  needle,  which 
operation  gives  exquiiitc  pain  to  the  patient. 
«-— Emafculation  is  peformed  by  ligature. 

The  following  authentic  anecdote,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  bleeding  with  a  lancet,  was  fcnt 
to  us  by  a  profeffional  gentleman,  who  has 
been  twice  at  Canton* 

Some  years  fince,  at  the  requcft  of  a  Chi- 
nefe  merchant,  this  gentleman  went  to  vlfijt 
a  friend  of  his  who  was  ill,  and  finding  his 

H  h  4  com-r 
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Gomplai^t  to  be  a  large  abfcefs  upoQ  th^ 
t}iigh>  and  in  a  ftate  of  maturity,  he  openr  • 
cd  it  with  a  common  lancet,  prelTed  out 
the  matter,  and  applied  proper  dreffings ; 
promiiing  to  reyifit  him  the  next  day. — • 
The   following   morning   the   gentleman's 
Chinefe  fervant,  learning  what  had   been 
done,  appeared  iij  |:he  greateft  diftrels,  and 
exclaimed  violently  againft   the  merchant; 
for  fufFering  liini  to  cut  the  flefh,   and  to 
draw  blood  of  a  Chinefe  with  any  inftru- 
pient,  as  he  muft  have  known  that,  ihQul4 
the  patient  die,  by  the  laws  of  China,  hq 
his-felf  would  be  put  to  death ;  without  re-r 
gard  to  the  motives  which  fuggefted  the 
operation.   Though  the  gentleman  wfts  un- 
der no  apprehenfion  for  the  fate  of  his  pa- 
tients as  to  what  he  had  done,  ypt  fome 
pther  finifter  accidi^nt  might  have   iuper- 
vened;  and  he  ha4  fome  thoughts  of  return- 
ing fecretly  on  board  bis  Ihip,  when  a  friend 
advifed  him  to  remain  on  fliore,  and  to  keep 
the  circumftance  fecret ;  adding,  that  fliould 
his  patient  die  from  any  other   cauie,  h^ 
might  expiate  the  deed  by  paying  a  fine  in 

money 
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moaey^  and  this>  being  accommodated  in 
private,  would  require  a  lefs  iiim  than  if  the 
faft  were  made  public.  The  patient,  how- 
ever, did  well,  and  was  grateful  to  his  be- 
Qcfador, 

Pregnant  women  are  never  vifited  by 
V  male  phyficians ;  neither-  do  they  ever  aA  as 
p/:coucheurs.  The  obftctric  art  is  praftifed  by 
women  only,  for  whofe  inftru<9:ion  books 
have  besii  written,  in  which  the  different 
periods  of  the  gravid  uterus  arc  pointed  out, 
by  appofite  drawings,  and  a  multitude  of 
prefcriptions  drawn  up,  and  direiftions  given 
for  every  cafe  that  can  poffibly  be  iuppofed 
to  happen. 

Inoculation  has  long  been  introduced 
among  them ;  but  it  is  performed  in  a  man- 
per  difierent  from  that  of  Europeans.  The 
variolous  matter  is  coUeAed  from  a  favour- 
able kind,  dried,  pulverized,  and  put  into 
3  jar  clofely  flopped,  which,  by  excluding 
^he  atmofphcric  air,  will  retain  its  property 

for 
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for  a  length  of  time.  A  fmall  quantity  of 
this  powder,  after  the  patient  has  been  pre- 
pared  by  gentle  laxatives^  and  a  ilender  diet, 
being  put  upon  a  bit  of  cotton,  and  inferted 
into  the  noftril,  it  takes  tffc&,  about  the 
fame  time  as  by  the  method  pradifed  in 
Europe. 

China,  likewiie,  abounds  with  itinerant 
pra^itioners  who  live  by  the  credulity  and 
ignorance  of  the  multitude.  The  virtues 
of  their  noftrums  arc  pompoufly  fet  forth  in 
hand-bills,  with,  as  in  other  places,  a  long 
lift  of  furreptitious  cures.  But  in  this  kind 
of  quackery  they  have  gone  a  ftep  farther 
than  the  Englifh  mountebanks,  in  ipitc  g£ 
whofe  medicines,  or  for  want  of  taking  the 
other  bottle,,  their  patients  continue  to  die. 
The  Chinefe,  however,  promulgated  a  me- 
dicine to  iniure  immortality.  This  grand 
fecret  was  arrogated  by  a  feft  called  Tau- 
tfe,  the  difciples  of  Lau-kyun,  who  boafted 
they  had  difcovered  a  liquor,  by  mean 
^hereof  inan  fhould  never  die.     A  great 

number 
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nunxber  of  mandarines  ibidied  this  art,  as 
well  as  the  diabolical  one  of  magic ;  and 
the  Emperor  Tfin-lhe-whang-ti,  a  declared 
enemy  to  learning  and  learned  men,  was 
perfuaded  by  thofe  impoftors  that  they  had 
^i^ually  fuch  a  liquid,  and  gave  it  the 
name  of  Chang^fcng-you,  tnedicine  oJtter-> 
nallife. 
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